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PREFACE. 


TO  those,  who  have  feenthe  plan  and 
circular  letter  fent  abroad  for  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  this  work,  little  information  will 
be  neceffary ;  but  for  the  information  of 
thofe,  who  have  not  feen  them,  it  may  not 
be  improper,  or  out  of  place,  to  fay — that 
the  following  were  the  objefts  in  view,  and 
thofe  which  were  publifhed  as  the  founda¬ 
tion  and  intention  of  the  work. 

“  I.  To  bring  into  public  view  many  ex¬ 
cellent  difcourfes  now  in  manufcript,  pro- 
miffing  great  benefit  to  the  interefls  of  Re¬ 
ligion. 

“  II.  To  unite  in  one  work  fome  of  the 
belt  performances  of  the  day,  as  a  fpecimen 
of  the  pulpit  talents  of  the  time. 

“III.  By  uniting  the  feveral  mofl  impor¬ 
tant  religious  denominations  in  one  work, 
to  open  the  door  for  the  more  extenfive 
exercife  of  Christian  Charity  among 
Christian  Brethren. 

“  IV.  T o  afford  Chriiflan  families  a  com¬ 
pendium  of  Chriftian  inftruflion. 
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V.  I  o  prevent  the  farther  importation 
of  printed  Sermons,  by  encouraging  the 
publications  of  our  own  country.” 

Such  were  the  real,  and,  we  truft,  juftifi- 
able  reafons,  by  which  the  public  were  in¬ 
vited  to  encourage  the  plan. 

Besides  the  influence  the  plan  itfelf 
might  befuppofed  to  claim,  it  was  fupport- 
ed  by  the  following  recommendation. 

“Having  duly  conjidered  the  plan  of  the 
“American  Preacher,  now  offered  for 
“  the  approbation  of  the  public,  we  take  the 
“  liberty  of  fegnifying  our  concurrence  in  the 
“fame :  not  doubting  but  it  may  well  execute 
“  the  objeEls  it  propofes. 


William  Livingston,  Governor  of 
the  State  of  New-Jerfey. 

George  Clinton,  Governor  of  the 
State  of  New-York. 

William  Samuel  Johnson, Prefdent 
of  Columbia  College,  and  one  of  the  Se¬ 
nators  of  the  United  States. 

Elias  Boudinot,  L.  L.  D.  Member 
of  Congrefs.”  ' 

The  fuccefs  of  the  plan  and  circular  let¬ 
ter.  is  fufficiently  tefhfied  by  the  exiftencc 


V 


PREFACE. 

of  the  work  in  its  prefent  form,  as  well  as 
by  the  refpe&able  lift  of  fubferibers  who 
have  fupported  it.  . .  ,  . 

It  is  not  pretended  that  all  the  preacheis 
of  the  Gofpel  in  the  United  States,  who  are 
juftly  entitled  to  diftinftion,  both  for  the 
purity  of  their  dotlrines,  and  elegance  in 
ftyle,  are  among  the  number  of  thofe  who 
have  fupported  this  work :  but  we  believe, 
that  thofe  who  appear  in  the  following  pa¬ 
ges,  will  be  pronounced  to  have  well  fup¬ 
ported  the  caufe  they  were  fo  indulgent  as 
to  undertake. 

Such  has  been  the  reception  of  our  plan 
in  the  prefent  inftance,  that  we  feel  our- 
felves  juftified  in  announcing  to  the  public, 
a  fourth  volume;  and,  in  a  word,  a  suc¬ 
cession  of  volumes,  fo  long  as  the  prefent 
difpofition  to  encourage  the  work  fhail  con¬ 
tinue. 

In  fupport  of  this  plan  we  plead  an  incli¬ 
nation,  more  fully,  to  execute  the  objefts 
juft  now  recited,  as  giving  origin  to  the 
work  ;  and  we  add,  a  defire : 

I.  To  form  fuch  a  collection  of  difcouries, 
as  may  amount  to  a  fyftem  of  Chriftian 
faith  and  pra&ice. 
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II.  By  this  fyftem  to  raife  an  oppofition 
to  error  and  herefy  of  every  kind. 

III.  To  direft  the  prefent  prevailing  dif- 
pofition  to  liberality  in  matters  of  religion, 
into  a  proper  channel ;  and  open  the  door 

Chuftian  communion,  upon  principles 

ACKNOWLEDGED  3,11(1  UNDERSTOOD 

IV.  To  lay  a  foundation  for  the  univer- 

fal  agreement  of  the  Chriftian  Church, 

when  the  highprofpeas  of  futurity  {hall  be* 
unfolded. 

We  pretend  not  to  a  fpirit  of  prophecy, 
but  find  a  willingnefs  to  hazard  a  conjec¬ 
ture,  that,  under  the  fupreme  and  fuperin- 
tending  providence  of  God,  fome  fuch 
fmall  beginnings  or  dawnings  of  light,  may, 
eventually,  be  confidered  as  announcing 
the  approach  of  Meridian  Day. 

We  are  not  backward  to  lay,  that  fuch 
religious  union,  and  influence  as  this  work 
labors  to  accornplifh,  will  add  no  fmall  dig¬ 
nity  and  support  to  the  political  in¬ 
terests  of  our  country.  To  the  influence 
of  law,  it  will  add  the  energy  of  confluence 
and  moral  duty ;  to  the  fubjefl,  it  will  admi- 
nifter  fafety  and  protection  from  the  en¬ 
croachments  of  arbitrary  power;  and  to 
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all  under  its  influence,  will  filed  the  richeft 
of  civil  and  social  bleflings.* 

With  the  deepefl  veneration,  we  dedi¬ 
cate  our  labors,  and  thole  of  our  brethren, 

to  the  GOOD  PROVIDENCE  of  ALMIGHTY 

God,  and  to  the  patronage  of  the  pious 
of  every  denomination,  into  whofe  hands 
this  work  may  come — trailing,  that  thofe 
who  favor  it,  will,  in  the  perufal,  find  their 

*  “  A  tranfient  view  of  thofe  flutes  and  kingdoms,  which  have 
4i  made  the  mofl  finking  figure  in  the  hiflory  of  the  world,  and 
**  which  have  been  mofl  renowned  for  the  felicity  of  their  govern- 
11  ment,  will  convince  us  that  Religion  was  by  them,  always,  con- 
4<  fidered  as  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  Civil  Society. 

“  The  greatefl  politicians,  and  mofl  celebrated  legiflators  of  an- 
(i  tiquity,  depended  much  on  this,  to  give  fan&ion  to  their  laws, 
“  and  make  them  operate  with  vigor  and  facility.” 

Reese  :  On  the  Influence  of  Religion  in  Civil  Society ^ 

<c  Our  holy  Religion,  by  regulating  and  compofing  the  paffions, 
“  enlightening  and  exalting  the  mind,  and  purifying  and  meliorat- 
“  ing  the  heart,  conduces  in  a  high  degree  to  the  peace  and  well- 
“  being  of  focial  life:  It  makes  good  men — from  thence,  the  tranfi- 
“  tion  is  eafy  and  natural  to  regular  citizens  and  obedient  fubjeds. 

“  Where  private  virtue  cannot  be  found,  it  is  in  v'^in  to,  look  for 
“  public:  and  laws  are  of  little  efficacy  Without  good  example.” 

Governor  Patterson’s  Anfwer  to  the  Congratulatory  Ad* 
drefs  of  the  Prejhytery  of  Neiv-Brunfivick, 

u  Another  important  confequence  of  this  difcovery,  is  an  enlarg- 
“  ed  liberality  of  fentiment  among  men.  The  liberality  to  which 
“  I  refer,  is  difcernable  in  the  fpirit  of  religious  toleration,  which 
“  fp reads  like  a  flood  over  the  face  of  the  earth.  This  toleration, 

“  when  it  becomes  univerfal,  cannot  but  accomplifh  matters  of  the 
“  highefl  importance  to  the  world.  Truth  and  reafon  will  then 
“  burfl  with  iriefiflible  energy  from  the  dark  clouds  of  fuperflition 
“  and  bigotry — difpel  the  mills  of  error  and  abfurdity,  and  bring 
“  the  great  family  of  the  world,  to  an  uniformity  of  religi- 
u  oils  belief  and  worffiip.” 

Alfred:  On  the  Prog  refs  of  true  Principles  of  Freedom , 
and  good  Government . 
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attention  amply  rewarded ;  and,  in  the  end, 

enjoy  the  high  profpects  it  permits  them  to 
entertain. 

’  W E  return  our  grateful  acknowledgments 
to  thofe  ReverekdGentlemen  who  have 

contributed  to  the  execution  of  this  work 
thus  far — not  doubting,  that  the  contempla¬ 
tion  of  having  added  fomethmg  to  the  (up- 
port  of  the  great  truths  of  the  gofpe‘1— of 
having  adminillered  inffrufiion  to  the  igno¬ 
rant,  warning  to  the  impious,  and  edification 
to  the  faints  but  above  ail,  the  contempla¬ 
tion  of  having  laid  a  foundation  for  the  pro- 
grefs,  unity,  and  perfection  of  the  kingdom 
of  the  Redeemer,  will  afford  higher  reward 
ior  then  fervices,  than  it  is  in  ourpowerto 
give. 

In  behalf  of  the  interefts  of  this  work, 
fubfcribe 

»  i  \  .  4  ,  .  . 

to  the  caufe  of  truth,  a  friend, 
and  to  the  public, 
a  devoted  fervant — 

DAVID  AUSTIN. 

Elizabeth-Town, 

>  Jan.  i?  1791.  -  • 
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SERMON  I. 


O  N 

MINISTERIAL  CHARACTER  and  DUTY. 

■4 

B  Y 

JOHN  WITHE RS POO N,  D. D.  L. L. D. 

Col.  N.  C.  P, 


2  Cor.  iv.  13. 

We  alfo  believe ,  and  therefore  fpeak. 

TO  underftand  what  ought  to  be  the  cha¬ 
racter,  and  what  principles  fhould  animate 
the  conduct  of  a  Minifter  of  the  Gofpel, 
cannot  be  without  profit,  even  to  a  private  Chriftian. 
It  will  teach  him  whom  to  prefer,  when  he  is  called, 
in  providence,  to  make  a  choice.  It  will  teach  him 
to  hold  fuch  in  reputation  for  their  office-fake,  and 
to  improve  the  privilege  of  a  regular  gofpel  miniftry, 
if  he  himfelf  is  favored  with  it.  And  I  think  it 
mull  incline  him  to  make  daily  fupplication  to  the 

Lord  of  the  harveft,  to  fend  forth  faithful  laborers 
into  his  harveft. 

But  though  there  were  no  fuch  general  advantage 
to  be  derived  from  it,  my  particular  charge,  and  the 
very  alpedl  of  this  audience,  would  eafily  juftify  me 

in  making  this,  for  once,  the  immediate  fubiedi  of 
difcourfe,  \ 
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/  “  ' 

1 

Now  if  we  would  know  the  character  of  a  faithful 

.( 

Minifter,  we  cannot  better,  or  more  immediately 
reach  our  purpofe,  than  by  looking  into  the  character* 
and  obferving  the  conduit,  and  fprings  of  aition,  of 
the  Apdftles  of  our  Lord,  who  received  their  com- 
millions  immediately  from  himfelf,  and  were  not  on¬ 
ly  the  firft,  but  the  belt  and  mod  fuccefsful  Minift- 
ers,  that  ever  were  employed  in  the  church  of  Chrift. 

'  '  "  V 

The  Apoftle  Paul,  whole  call  was  fo  Angular,  and 
whole  labors  were  fo  diftinguilhed,  has,  in  his  Epif- 
ties  to  thefeveral  churches,  planted  or  watered  by  him, 
given  us  a  great  light  into  the  chief  aims  he  had  in  the 
exercife  of  the  rmmftry.  In  this  chapter,  and  the  pre¬ 
ceding  part  of  this  Epiftle,  he  fhews  the  Corinthians, 
with  what  vifible  faithfulnefs  and  fincerity  he  had 
acted,  arid  what  diligence  he  had  ufed  in  promoting 
their  eternal  happinefs. 

To  fave  time,  I  forbear  going  through  the  connec¬ 
tion  of  his  difcourfe  and  only  obferve,  that  in  the 
words  of  our  text, he  fhows  whatkept  him  faithful  and 
influenced  him  to  fo  much  diligence  in  the  work  to 
which  he  was  called,  by  alluding  to  an  expreffion  in 
the  ri6thPfalm.  It  is  written,  I  have  believed,  there¬ 
fore  have  I fpoken.  IVe  alfo  believe,  and  therefore  f peak.* 
In  this  he  intimates,  that  our  inward  perfuafion  of 
the  great  truths  of  the  everlafting  Gofpel,  could  not 
but  have  a  powerful  influence  upon  him  and  others, 
to  prefs  the  important  meflage,  and  w'atch  over  the 
fouls  of  thofe  committed  toriheir  charge/ 

In  difeourfing  furtherat  this  time,  I  intend  to  con¬ 
fine  mylelf  to  this  lingle  truth,  which  may  be  eaiiiy 
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deduced  from  the  text:  That  one  of  the  mod  eflTcn- 

frially  neceffary,  and  the  moft  ^ .  t  ■  ^  y 

qualifications  of  a  good  Minifter,  is,  that  he  be  a 
good  man,  that  he  have  a  firm  belief  of  that  Gofpel 
he  is  called  to  preach,  and  a  lively  fenfe  ot  religion 
upon  his  own  heart.  After  I  fhall  have  explained 
and  confirmed  this  qbfervation,  I  will  conclude  with 
fome  practical  reflections. 

Though  I  have  mentioned  real  religion  as  one  of 
the  moft  effentially  neceffary  qualifications,  I  am  not 
ignorant,  that  taking  the  words  m  a  ftiiCt  fenfe, 
gifts  are  more  neceffary  to  the  being  of  the  miniftry 
than  even  grace  itfelf.  To  make  the  efficacy  of  the 
ordinances  to  depend  upon  tne  inward  ftate  of  the 
adminiftrator,  is  a  Popifh  error,  and  is  exprefsfy 
guarded  againft  by  the  Affembly  of  Divines,  in  our 
ihorter  Catechifms,  in  the  following  words  :  The. 
Sacraments ,  and  it  is  equally  true  of  every  other  or¬ 
dinance,  become  effectual  to  Salvation ,  not  from  any  vir¬ 
tue  in  them ,  or  in  kirn  that  doth  adminifer  them ,  but  on¬ 
ly  by  the  bleffing  of  Chrijt,  and  the  working  of  his  fpirit 
in  them ,  that  by  faith  receive  them.  , 

But  fome  degree  of  capacity  is  evidently  neceffary 
in  the  moft  abfolute  fenfe.  A  man  who  is  altogether 
void  of  knowledge  and  utterance,  or  who  is  deaf  and 
dumb,  may  be  a  faint,  but  cannot  be  a  Minifter. 
This  conceflion,  however,  takes  nothing  from  the 
force  of  the  obfervation,  that  real  Religion  is  of  the 
greateft  importance,  and  moft  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
the  faithful  difcliarge  of  a  Minifter’s  fapred  truft. 
That  I  may  fet  this  in  as  clear  and  ftrong  a  light  as  I 
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am  able,  let  me  intreat  your  attention  to  the  follow- 
ing  obfervations : 

I.  Real  Religion  in  a  Minifter  will  make  him 
knowing,  and  able  for  his  work.  It  is  neceftary  for 
any  one  who  intends  himfelf  for  the  office  of  the 
miniftry,  by  diligent  ftudy,  and  the  life  of  thofe 
means,  with  which  Qod  in  his  Providence  hath  fur- 
nifhed  him,  to  improve  his  underftanding  and  acquire 
a  flock  of  knowledge,  that  he  may  be  a  workman 
that  needeth  not  to  be  afhamed,  rightly  dividing  the 
word  of  truth*  In  this  he  can  have  no  fuch  incite¬ 
ment  as  concern  for  his  Mailer’s  Glory.  Nay,  he 
that  is  truly  religious,  is  taught  of  God  the  befl  of 
Mafter  s,  and  will  have  fome  of  his  mofl  profitable 
leflons  from  his  own  experience. 

Let  me  the  rather  intreat  your  attention  to  this, 
that  thofe  who  are  mofl  apt  to  difparage  piety  are  al- 
fo  apt  to  fpeak  in  terms  of  high  approbation  on  the 
fubjedt  of  literature  and  fcience — Obferve,  therefore, 
thattrue  religion  ferves  both  to  give  a  man  that  know¬ 
ledge  which  is  necefiary  to  a  Minifter,  and  to  dircdl 
and  turn  into  its  proper  channelthe  knowledge  which 
he  may  otherwife  acquire.  It  is  an  approved  maxim 
in  every  fcience,  that  practical  and  experimental 
knowledge  far  exceeds  that  which  is  merely  fpecula- 
tive ;  at  leaft,  tho’  the  laft  may  make  the  prettieft 
fhow,  the  firft,  is  by  much  to  be  preferred  for  ufe. 
Any  wife  man,  if  he  was  to  go  a  dangerous  voyage, 
would  readily  prefer  as  his  pilot,  one,  who  had  much 
experience,  and  had  failed  often  that  way  himfelf,  to 
one,  who  had  fludied  navigationin  the  mofl  perfedi 
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manner  afhore.  So,  my  brethren,  every  man  who 
regards  his  foul  would  choofe  for  his  fpiritual  guide, 
one,  who  appears  to  have  the  wifdom  to  fave  his  own, 
and  would  expeft  by  him  to  be  bell  di  reeled,  how  to 
avoid  the  rocks  and  fhelves  in  his  paflage,  thro’  this 
dangerous  and  tempeftuous  ocean  of  life. 

But  if  this  maxim  holds  true  in  other  fcience,  it 
holds  yet  more  ftrongly  in  Religion,  which  cannot  be 
truly  known  unlefs  it  be  felt.  There  is  an  infepa- 
rable  connexion  between  faith  and  practice,  truth 
and  duty ;  and  therefore  he  that  is  a  ft  ranger  to  the 
one,  is  ignorant  of  the  other.  I  am  not  infenfible 
that  a  bad  man  may  efpoufe,  and  plead  for  a  great 
part  of  the  fyftem  of  divine  truth;  but  as  he  cannot 
cordially  embrace  it,  fo  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
he  never  truly  underftands  it.  The  Apoftle  Paul  de¬ 
clares,  that  it  is  only  by  the  Spirit  of  God  which  is 
given  to  every  real  Chriftian,  and  more  efpecially  to 
every  faithful  Minifter,  that  a  man  is  enabled  to 
treat  rightly  of  Divine  Things,  Now  we  have  receiv -% 
ed>  not  the  Spirit  of  the  World,  but  the  Spirit  which  is  of 
God,  that  we  might  know  the  things  that  are  freely  given, 
to  us  of  God :  which  things  we  /peak,  not  in  the  words 
which  mans  wifdom  teacheth,  but  which  the  Holy  Ghoji 
teacheth,  comparing  fpiritual  things  with fpiritual.  But 
the  natural  man  receiveth  not  the  things  of  the  Spirit  of 
God,  for  they  are  fooliftmefs  unto  him ,  neither  can  he 
know  them  for  they  are  fpiritually  difeerned.  As  the 
real  Chriftian  from  that  character  is  beft  difpofed  to 
feek  after,  fo  he  is  by  the  fame  means  beft  fitted  to 
improve  and  apply  his  knowledge  of  fpiritual  things. 
This  will  appear,  if  we  confider  what  ought  to  be  the 
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great  work  of  a  Minifter.  He  hath  to  do  chiefly 
with  the  hearts  and  confciences  of  his  people.  His 
bufmefs  is  to  convince  the  ungodly ;  to  awaken  the 
fecure ;  to  enlighten  the  ignorant ;  to  direft  and 
ftrengthen  the  weak  in  the  faith,  and  in  general  as 
a  wife  phyfician,  to  adminifter  the  medicine  proper 
to  the  various  conditions  and  diforders  of  his  hearers. 
Now  it  muftj  at  firft  fight,  appear,  that  he  who  is  a 
ftranger  to  the  power  of  godlinefs,  and  knows  no¬ 
thing  of  the  fpiritual  life  himfelf,  mud  be  utterly  un¬ 
fit  for  difcerning  how  it  thrives,  or  aflifting  and  pro¬ 
moting  it  in  others.  1  hat  man  mud  furely  be  mod 
powerful  in  fearching,  and  mod  fkilful  in  guiding 
the  confciences  of  others,  who  has  been  accuftomed. 
to  examine  and  diredl  his  own. 

1  *  T  ~  ‘  *  ‘  * 

I  only  farther  obferve  upon  this  particular,  that 
true  Religion  will  purify,  and  diredt  into  its  proper 
channel,  the  knowledge  he  may  otherwife  acquire. 
It  is  a  great  miftake  to  thintc,  found  learning  is  an 
enemy  to  Religion,  and  to  fuppofe  that  an  ignorant 
miniftry  is  the  beft  or  fafeft.  There  is  no  branch  of 
human  knowledge  of  which  a  Divine  may  not  be  the 
better,  or  which  a  good  man  will  not  impiove  to  the 
glory  of  God  and  the  good  of  others;  tho’  fome  of 
them  are  more  important  than  others;  and  it  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  give  to  any  of  them,  only  fuch  proportion 
of  our  time,  as  is  confiftent  with  our  great  and  princi¬ 
pal  aim.  Now  true  Religion  is  the  great  preserva¬ 
tive  againft  miftake  orabuie  of  any  kind  on  this  fub- 
jedt.  A  bad  man  is  apt  to  ftudy,  merely  to.  gratify 
his  own  fancy ;  and  there  is  a  fade  luxui)  and  delica¬ 
cy  in  feeding  the  mind  as  well  as  the  body.  A  bad 
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man  is  alfo  exceedingly  prone  to  intellectual  pride 
and  felf-fufficiency  ;  than  which,  there  is  not  a  vice 
more  dangerous  in  itfelf,  or  more  contrary  to  the 
character  of  a  Minifter  of  the  New  Teftament.  But 
he  who  is  fanCtified  by  Divine  Grace,  as  he  has  every 
motive  to  diligence  in  acquiring  knowledge,  fo  the 
tingle  purpofe  to  which  he  will  with  to  apply  it,  is 
to  ferve  God  in  the  Gofpel  of  his  Son. 

II.  Real  Religion  in  a  Minifter  will  make  him 
happy  and  chearful,  ready  and  willing  to  do  his  duty. 
There  is  a  great  difference  between  the  prompt,  and 
fpeedy  obedience  of  a  fervant  who  loves  his  matter 
and  his  work,  and  the  reluCtant  labor  of  him  who 
only  deceives  him,  that  he  may  cat  of  his  bread/  A 
truly  pious  man  undertakes  the  office  of  the  miniftry 
from  love  to  God,  with  a  view  to  promote  his  glory, 
and  what  he  hath  counted  his  intereft  in  the  world  : 
viz.  the  welfare  of  the  fouls  of  men.  An  unholy 

•  -V‘ 

Minifter  undertakes  this  employment  only  as  a  trade 
to  earn  by,  and  has  it  at  leaft  as  his  higheft  aim  to 
promote  his  own  worldly  advantage.  It  is  eafy  to 
fee  in  what  a  different  manner  thefe  different  perfons 
will  aCt,  and  in  what  different  light  they  will  view 
the  facred  duties  of  their  function.  He  who  truly 
believes  the  Gofpel  and  loves  its  Author,  will  reckon 
it  his  higheft  honor  when  he  is  called  to  recommend 
it  to  the  belief  of  others.  He  will  be  apt  to  teach,, 
and  will  find  a  pleafure  in  carrying  his  meffage;  be¬ 
tides  the  reward  he  expeCts  from  him  who  employs 
him,  and  will  undergo  with  chearfulnefs  every  fa¬ 
tigue  he  is  fubjcCted  to,  in  the  execution  of  his  office. 
On  the  other  hand,  he  who  is  aCluated  by  a  contrary 


principle,  tho  he  is  obliged,  that  he  may  raife  his 
I  wages,  inlome  fort  to  do  his  duty;  yet  how  heavily 

muft  it  go  on,  how  tedious  and  burthenfome  muft  it 
be,  both  in  preparation  and  performance  ?  He  will 


count  his  iervice  at  the  Altar,  and  his  work  among 
his  people,  as  a  toil  and  drudgery,  and  reckon  all 


that  redeemed  time  that  he  can  fave  for  himfelf,from 
the  duties  of  liis  office. 

v  *  r  »  r  r  •  r .  .  #  ^  ^ 

Perhaps  it  may  be  thought  that  there  lies  a  ftrong 
objection  againft  this  obfervation  from  experience  ; 
as  it  appears  that  fuch  Minifters  as  have  leaft  of  Re¬ 
ligion,  commonly  go  moft  lightly  under  the  charge, 
and  are  far  from  feeling  any  burthen  in  what  is 
committed  to  them;  whereas  the  moft  pious  and 
faithful  Minifters  feern  to  have  a  weight  upon  their 
fpirits,  and  fuch  a  concern  for  the  falvation  of  their 
people,  as  cannot  but  take  much  from  their  chearful- 
nefs  in  the  work  to  which  they  are  called.  In  an- 
fwer  to  this,  obferve,  that  an  unfaithful  Minifter  is 
not  eafy  and  chearful  becaufe  his  work  is  agreeable 
to  him,  but  becaufe  he  takes  as  little  of  it  as  may  be, 
and  feeks  his  pleafure  more  than  his  duty.  Certain 
it  is,  that  the  work  of  the  miniftry  muft  be  irkfome 
and  uneafy  to  him  that  believes  not,  except  fo  far  as 
he  makes  it  fubfervient  to  ambition,  and  difplays  his 
own  talents  when  he  fhould  be  feeding  his  people's 
fouls.  This  I  confefs,  which  the  Apoftle  juftly  calls 
preaching  ourfelves,  may  be  abundantly  gratifying 
to  the  moft  corrupt  heart.  On  the  other  hand,  that 
concern  for  his  people  which  is  upon  the  heart  of 
every  faithful  paftor,  is  far  from  being  inconftftent 
with  the  moft  folid  peace  and  defirable  pleafure  arif* 
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ing  from  the  difcharge  of  his  duty.  It  is  like  the 
exercife  of  pity  and  companion  to  the  diftrefled,  in 
him,  who  is  acting  for  their  relief,  which,  though  in 


fome  fenfe  painful,  is  yet  accompanied  with  the  ap 


probation  of  God,  and  confcience,  as  flowing  from  a 
rightly  difpofed  mind,  and  therefore  to  be  cherifhed 
and  cultivated  rather  than  fupprefTed.  There  is  a 
time  for  every  good  man  to  mourn,  and  a  time  to  re¬ 
joice,  and  perhaps  the  one  is  even  more  falutary  than 
the  other;  for  we  are  told,  that  God  will  appoint  un¬ 
to  them  that  mourn  in  Zion,  to  give  unto  them  beauty 
for  aJheSy  the  oyl  of  joy  for  mournings  and  the  garment 
<f  praife  for  the  fpirit  of  heavincfs . 

III.  Real  Religion  in  a  Minifter  will  make  him 

o 

faithful,  and  impartial,  in  the  difcharge  of  his  truft. 
The  God  in  whofe  prefence  we  (land,  and  in  whofe 
name  we  fpeak,  is  no  refpeeter  of  perfons,  and  nei¬ 
ther  fhould  we  be  in  doing  his  work.  •  There  is  com- 
monly  a  great  variety  of  perfons,  of  different  ftations 
~and  of  different  characters,  committed  to  the  in  fpec- 
tion  of  a  Minifter ;  the  pleafing  or  difpleaiing  of 

whom,  has  a  confiderable  influence  in  his  worldly 

* 

eafe  and  intereft.  This  is  a  great  temptation  to  be 
unfaithful,  and  often  leads  to  fpeak  unto  them 
fnooth  things ,  and  prophecy  deceit ;  or  at  leaft,  not  to 
deal  with  all  that  freedom  and  impartiality,  that  his 


*  ...  t 

duty  to  God  requires.  In  every  unregenerate  man, 

* 

worldly  intereft  in  one  fhape  or  another,  either  va¬ 


nity  or  gain,  is  the  fupreme  motive  of  action:  And 
therefore,  as  moft  men  are  impatient  of  reproof/ it 
cannot  be  luppofed,  that  an  unfanclified  Minifter 


B 


. 
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will  venture  to  provoke  their  difpleafure,  or  to  gaH 
them  with  unacceptable  truths.  The  favor  of  the 
great,  or  the  applaufe  of  the  multitude,  he  certainly 
will  leek,  more  than  the  edification  of  any.  On  the 
other  hand,  he  who  truly  fears  God  and  believes  what 
he  teaches,  will  a£t  with  faithfulnefs  and  boldnefs. 
He  will  remember  that  if  he  feeks  to  pleafe  men,  he 
cannot  be  the  fervant  of  Chrift.  He  will  therefore 
no  farther  obtain,  and  indeed  no  farther  wifh  to  ob¬ 
tain  their  favor,  than  as  a  diligent  difcharge  of  his 
duty  approves  him  to  their  confciences  in  the  fight 
of  God;  or  forces  the  approbation  of  the  impartial, 
notwithftanding  the  refentment  of  particular  offen¬ 
ders.  It  is  only  the  fear  of  God,  can  deliver  us  from 
the  fear  of  man.  I  do  not  pretend  that  all  who  fear 
God,  are  wholly  delivered  from  it:  but  furely,  bad 
men,  muff  be  far  more  under  the  government  of  this 
finful  principle.  The  one  may  fail  occafionally,  the 
other  is  corrupted  wholly.  There  are  two  reafons 
which  incline  me  particularly  to  infill  on  that  faith¬ 
fulnefs,  which  can  only  flow  from  true  piety. 

1.  That  preaching,  in  order  to  be  ufeful,  muft  be 
very  particular,  and  clofe,  in  the  application.  Gene¬ 
ral  truths  and  abftracft  reafoning  have  little  or  no  in¬ 
fluence  upon  the  hearers,  as  the  ignorant  cannot,  and 
the  wife  will  not,  apply  them  to  themfelves. 

2.  The  other  reafon  is,  that  private  admonition, 
and  perfonal  reproof,  are  a  great  part  of  a  Minifter  s 
duty,  and  a  duty  that  cannot  be  performed  by  any 
man,  who  hath  not  a  fteady  regard  to  the  prefence 
and  command  of  that  God,  who  hath  fet  him  to 
watch  for  the  fouls  of  his  people,  as  one  that  muft 
give  an  account/ 
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IV.  Real  Religion  in  a  Minifter,  will  make  him 
active,  and  laborious  in  his  work.  Diligence  is  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary,  to  the  right  difcharge  of  the  paflora! 
duties,  whether  public  or  private.  It  requires  no 
fmall  attention  and  labor,  to  feek  out  fit  and  accepta¬ 
ble  words,  as  the  preacher  exprefies  it,  to  ftir  up  the 
attention  of  the  inconfiderate,  to  aw  aken  fecure,  ana 
convince  obftinate  finners,  to  unmafk  the  covered 
hearts  of  hypocrites,  to  fet  right  the  erring,  and  en¬ 
courage  the  fearful.  An  unbelieving  Minifter,  muft 
be  carelefs  and  flothful.  As  he  is  unconcerned  a- 
bout  the  fuccefs  of  his  wTork;  he  cannot  have  any 
great  concern  about  the  manner  of  performance. 
But  he,  who  believes  the  unfpeakable  importance  of 
what  he  is  employed  about,  both  to  himfelf,  and  to 
his  people,  cannot  fail  to  be  diligent.  He  knows 
that  he  himfelf  muft  anfwer  to  God,  for  the  care  he 
has  taken  of  the  fouls  committed  to  his  charge  ;  and 
that  if  he  does  not  faithfully  warn  the  wicked  to  turn 
from  their  ways,  their  blood  will  be  required  at  his 
hand. 

Oh !  my  brethren,  what  a  {hiking  confideration  is 
this,  to  fuppofe  ourfelves  interrogated  by  the  Su- 
preme  Judge,  concerning  every  (inner  under  our 
charge?  Did  you  earneftly  warn  this  unhappy  foul, 
by  earneft  exhortations  in  public,  and  by  ferious  af¬ 
fectionate  expoftulations  in  private,  to  confider  his 
.ways?  It  is  an  eafy  thing,  by  a  partial,  or  curfory 
performance  of  our  duty,  to  fereen  ourfelves  from 
the  cenfure  of  our  fellow-men  ;  but  to  ftand  at  the 
judgment  feat  of  Chrift,  and  an'fwer  there  for  our  di¬ 
ligence,  is  a  more  awful  trial. 
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Will  not  alfo  a  concern  for  his  people’s  intereft, 
animate  a  pious  Minifter  to  diligence  ?  If  he  is  truly 
pious,  as  he  loves  God,  he  loves  his  brother  alfo. 
I  lie  Apoftle  Paul  fays.  Knowing  therefore  the  terror  of 
the  Jfjvdy  eve  perjuude  men.  If  a  man  in  good  carneft, 
believes,  that  evenafting  mifery  mu  ft  be  the  portion 
of  all  who  die  in  anunrenewed  ftate ;  what  pains  will 
he  not  take,  to  prevent  Tinners  from  going  to  that 
place  of  torment  ? 

One  who  could  fee  a  fellow-creature,  in  the  ra<re 
of  a  fever,  ruftiing  to  the  brink  of  a  precipice,  and 
not  reftrain  him,  would  fall  tinder  lading  infamy. 
Muft  not  the  fame  compaflion  move  the  heart  of  a 
lerious  perfon,  who  fees  his  fellow-finners,  going 
blindfold  to  the  pit  of  perdition  ? 


It  is  their  not  believing  tliefe  things,  that  makes 
them  fo  fearlefs  in  finning;  if  you  truly  believe  them, 
will  you  not  make  an  effort  to  alarm  them  ?  There 
are  no  motives  like  thefe  to  diligence— he  that  be¬ 
lieves,  will  certainly  fpeak. 


V.  In  the  lait  place,  real  Religion,  will  make  a  Mi- 
lifter  fuccefsful  in  his  v/ork.  This  it  does,  both  as 


it  fits  him  for  doing  his  duty  to  his  people,  which  has 
been  il! nitrated  above,  and  as  it  adds  to  his  precepts, 
Poe  force  of  his  example,  Firft,  it  makes  him  fuccefs- 
iul  as  it  fits  him  for  his  duty.  It  is  true  indeed,  that 
God  only  can  give  the  blefiing  upon  a  Minifter ’s  la¬ 
bors,  and  that  he  can  fave  by  many,  or  by  few,  by  the 
weakeft,  as  well  as  by  the  ableft  inftrument :  yet  we 
fee  from  experience,  that  in  all  ordinary  cafes,  he 
proportions  the  fuccefs,  to  the  propriety,  or  fufficien- 


w  I  T  H  E  R  s  P  O  O  n:  it 

cy  of  the  means.  Neither  is  there  any  furer  mark, 
that  God  intends  effectual  benefit  to  any  part  of  the 
world,  or  the  church,  than  when  he  raifes,  and  com-' 
miffions  men,  eminently  qualified,  to  plead  hiscaufe. 
Therefore,  real  piety,  even  in  this  refped,  contributes 
to  a  Minifier’s  fuccefs.  If  diligence  in  all  other 
things  produces  fuccefs,  it  mull  be  fo  alfo  in  the  mi- 
niftry.  If  he  that  lays  out  his  ground  with  the  great- 
eft  judgment,  prepares  and  dreffes  it  with  the  great- 
eft  care,  has  the  moft  plentiful  crop  :  if  the  ihepherd 
that  waits  moft  diligently  upon  his  flock,  feeds  them 
in  the  beft  pafture,  and  leads  them  to  the  fafeft  fhel- 
ter,  has  the  moft  increafe ;  then  that  Minifter,  who 
does  his  duty  moft  wifely,  and  moft  powerfully,  will 
alfo  fee  moft  of  the  fruit  of  his  labors. 

«  »  .  ■  V  »  ' 

But  real,  and  unaffedled,  yet  vifible  ferioufnefs* 

]  ,  i  its  own  proper  additional  influence  on  a  Mi- 
r>  t£i  s  fuccefs.  An  apparent  and  vifible  imprefiion, 
upon  the  fpeaker’s  mind,  of  what  he  fays,  gives  it  an’ 
inexpreffible  weight  with  the  hearers.  There  is  $ 
piercing  heat,  a  penetrating  force,  in  that  which 
flows  from  the  heart,  which  diftinguifhes  it  not  only 
from  the  coldnefs  of  indifference,  but  alfo,  from  the 
falfe  fire  of  enthufiafm  or  vain  glory.  Befides  all 
this,  the  example  of  a  pious  Minifter,  is  a  conftant 
inftrnftion  to  his  people.  It  ratifies  his  doeftrine, 
while  he  not  only  charges  thenvto  do  what  he  fays; 
but  to  be  what  he  is.  This  will  receive  much  illuf- 
tration  from  its  contrary. 

A  Minifter  vrho  has  a  carelefs,  untender  walk,  de¬ 
feats,  by  his  life,  the  intent  of  his  preaching.  Though 
in  reafon,  it  cannot  juftifv  any  one  in  difobcving 
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wnolefome  inftrudlions  ;  that  the  inftrudtor  defpifes 
them  himfelf ;  yet  it  is  one  of  the  moft  common  ex- 
cufes  men  make  for  themfelves,  and  few  excufes 
feem  to  fee  their  confciences  more  at  eafe.  Loofe 
and  carelefs  perfons,  think  themielves  quite  at  liber¬ 
ty  to  defpife  the  reproofs  of  their  pallor,  if,  while  he 
teaches  others,  he  teaches  not  himfelf. 

Nay,  not  only  is  it  thus  with  the  profane,  but  even 
thofe  who  have  the  greateft  regard  for  Religion,  are 
not  fo  much  affedfed  with  the  fame  truths,  when 
fpoken  by  one  they  think  indifferent  about  them,  as 
when  fpoken  by  one,  who  feems  to  feel  what  he 
fpeaks,  and  who  lives  as  he  teaches. 

Experience  greatly  confirms  the  whole  of  this  rea- 
foning— for  wherever  an  eminently  pious  Minifter 
has  lived,  and  labored  long,  there  is  commonly  to  be 
found  the  mod:  knowing,  ferious,  fober-minded,  and 
judicious  people  nay,  the  very  memory  of  fuch  a 
Minifter,  is  often  long  continued,  after  he  is  gone, 
and  his  example  is  propofed  by  his  hearers,  to  their 
children’s  children. 

From  all  thefe  confiderations,  I  conclude,  that  the 
moft  important  qualification  of  a  good  Minifter,  is, 
to  be  a  believing  ■preacher,  and  that,  if  he  faves  his 
own  foul,  he  will  be  the  probable  mean  of  faving 
them  that  hear  him. 

I  proceed  now,  to  make  fome  improvement  of  the 
fubjedt. 

Reverend  fathers  and  brethren. 

As  we  would  wifti  our  people  to  do,  let  us  take 
heed  how  we  hear,  and  make  a  faithful  application 
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to  ourfelves,  of  what  hath  been  faid  upon  the  fub- 
ject.  Let  it  engage  us  to  a  ferious  examination  of 
ourfelves,  left  while  we  preach  the  gofpel  to  others* 
we  ourfelves  fhould  be  reprobates.  This  ought  to 
be  the  fubjedft  of  our  frequent  and  ferious  thoughts* 
for  feveral  reafons.  We  are  in  danger  of  thinking 
ourfelves  too  ealily  fafe,  by  comparing  that  outward 
regularity,  to  which  our  office  itfelf,  even  from  fecu- 
lar  motives,  obliges  us,  with  the  licentious  extrava¬ 
gance  of  profane  linners.  We  are  in  danger  of  mis¬ 
taking  our  frequent  thinking  and  fpeaking  of  the 
things  of  God,  in  the  way  of  our  calling,  for  an  evi¬ 
dence  of  true  Religion,  in  ourfelves.  We  may  alfo* 
perhaps,  miftake  thofe  gifts  with  which  God  hath 
furnifhed  us,  for  the  benefit  of  his  own  people,  as  the 
fruits  of  the  fpirit,  and  of  gracious  difpolitions  in  our 
hearts.  A  Minifter,  is  as  much  liable  to  felf-decek 
as  others,  and  in  fo me  refpeeis,  more  fo.  We  have 
therefore  much  need,  often  to  make  trial  of  our  ftate* 
as  well  as  to  give  all  diligence,  to  make  our  calling 
and  election  fure. 

But  let  us  beware  of  imagining,  that  this  difeourfe 
is  only  applicable  to  fuch,  as  have  no  real  faith  in 
Chrift.  God  forbid  !  that  there  were  any  Minifter 
among  us,  a  complete  unbeliever,  counting  the  Gof¬ 
pel  a  fable.  But  faith,  and  every  other  gracious  dif- 
pofition  grafted  upon  it,  are  capable  of  many  de¬ 
grees  of  improvement  and  ftrength;  and  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  ftrength  of  our  faith,  and  the  impreffion 
we  have  of  divine  things,  will  be  our  diligence,  and 
confequcntly  our  fuccefs,  in  the  work  of  the  minifay. 
Let  u$  therefore  imprefs  our  minds*  with  a  more  and 
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more  lively  fenfe,  of  the  important  truths  which  we 
teach  and  hear.  Let  us  not  ftarve  ourfelves,  while 
we  are  feeding  others :  but  ftudy  to  arrive  at  a  greater 
degree  of  love  to.  God,  and  delight  in  him  ;  a  greater 
conformity  to  his  bleffed  image,  in  purity  of  heart, 
and  integrity  of  life.  Let  us  in  a  fpecial  manner* 
ftudy  to  attain  to  more  and  more  intimate  commu¬ 
nion  with  God  in  fee  ret,  which  is  the  fign  of  our 
dependance  upon  him,  and  the  very  exercife  of  love 
to  him,  which  is  the  mean  of  conftancy,  and  the 
'fource  of  joy  in  Religion.  . 

Above  all,  let  us  fet  our  affedtions  upon  the  things 
that  are  above,  where  our  Redeemer  fits,  at  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  right  hand.  As  our  profeflion  is  to  be  Pii- 
grims,  and  Grangers  int  he  earth,  to  live  by  faith,  and 
not  by  fight ;  let  us  ftudy,  to  raife  our  hopes  of,  and 
defire  after,  the  heavenly  inheritance.  By  this,  we 
Ihall  not  only  believe,  but  know,  and  feel  the  value 
of  true  Religion,  which  cannot  fail  to  make  us  dili¬ 
gent  in  feeking  the  good  ef  others. 

*  .  4 

Oh!f  my. brethren,.  wrhat  reafon  have  we  to  be  in¬ 
wardly  aftiarned  at  the  weaknefs  of  our  faith,  and  the 
coldnefs  of  our  love,  as  they  fiiew  themfelves,  by  our 
indifference  in  the  duties  of  our  office  ?  We  are  of¬ 
ten  ready,  both  to  complain,  and  wonder  that  our 
hearers  are  fo  little  affeefted  with  the  moft  awlul  con- 
fiderations:  that  they  can  hear  with  indifference  of 
everlafting  happinefs,  and  fet  without  fear  under  the 
denunciations  of  eternal  wrath :  that  we  cannot 
perfuade  them,  it  is  of  importance  to  think  what 
ftiail  become  of  them  forever.  But  is  it  not  alfo  to 
be  wondered  at*  that  we  ourfelves  can  often  fpeak  or 
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things,  with  fo  little  emotion  ?  Can  wre  ever 
be  fufficiently  affefted,  with  the  danger  of  our 
heai  ers,  when  we  conlider,  that  we  muff  either  lave 
them  by  convincing  and  converting  them  now,  or 
deliver  our  own  fouls,  by  witneffing,  juftifying,  and 
perhaps  pleading  for  their  condemnation  at  the  iaft 
day  ?  However  plain  and  fimple  thefe  truths  are, 
of  the  final  judgment  of  minifters  and  people, 

they  are  quite  unfathomable  in  their  meaning  and 

importance  to  both.  It  is  fl range  that  we  can 
think  of  them  without  the  deepeft  concern,  or 
even  fpeak  of  them  without  tears. 

Let  us  pray  that  the  Lord  would  increafe  our 
faith,  that  believing  we  may  fpeak,  and  that  our 
fpeech  may  be  with  fuch  efficacy,  by  the  bleffing 
of  God,  as  many  finners  may  be  thereby  brought 
to  everlafhng  life ;  that  we  may  approve  ourfelves 
to  him  that  fent  us ;  and  that  when  Chrift  the 
chief  fhepherd  fhall  appear,  we  may  receive  a 
Crown  of  Glory  that  fadeth  not  away. 
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Becaufe  thou fayefi  I  am  rich ,  and  increafed  with  goods , 
and  have  need  of  nothing  ;  and  knoweft  not  that  thou 
art  wretched ,  and  inferable  >  and  poor>  and  blind, 
and  naked . 

IN  order  to  preach  the  Gofpel  with  fuccefs,  it 
is  neceffary  that  we  fhould  begin,  by  eftabiifh- 
ing  the  great  and  fundamental  truths,  on  which 
all  the  reft  are  built,  and  to  which  they  conitant- 
ly  refer.  Nay,  it  is  neceffary,  that  we  fhould  often 
look  back  to  thefe,  and  fee  that  we  be  not  off  the 
foundation,  or  that  it  be  not  weakly,  or  imperfect¬ 
ly  laid.  Of  this  fort,  I  take  the  guilt,  mifery,  and 
weaknefs  of  our  nature  to  be ;  and  therefore  have 
chofen  the  words  now  read,  as  the  fubject  of  dif- 
courfe,  in  which  the  fpirit  of  God  reproves  the 
fufticiency,  and  felf-righteoufnefs  of  the  church  of 
Laodicea. 
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5  Becanfe  thou  fay  eft  1  am  rich,  and  increafed  in  goods, 
&V.  I  fuppofe  you  will  all  eafily  underftand,  that 
the  words  are  figurative,  and  are  fpoken  entirely, 
'with  a  view  to  the  fpiritual  date  of  that  Church. 

In  this  light,  let  us  conftder  what  is  precifely  their 
meaning. 

We  may  either  fuppofe,  that  this  charge  is 
brought  againft  the  church  of  Laoaicea,  becaufe 
there  were  many  there,  under  the  profeffion  of  the 
Golpel,  who  were  notvvithftanding,  dill  in  a  natu- 
tal  unrenewed  ilate — fi rangers  to  the  powrer  of 
Religion ;  of  which,  their  being  thus  unhumbled, 
and  infenfible  of  their  guilt,  and  mifery,  was  the 
evidence;  and  for  which,  the  remedy  is  prefcrib- 
ed,  in  the  following  words  :  I  council  thee  to  buy  of 
me  gold,  tried  in  the  fire,  that  thou  may  eft  be  rich,  and 
white  raiment  that  thou  mayeft  be  clothed,  and  that  the 
fhame  of  thy  nakednefs  do  not  appear  ;  and  anoint  thine 
eyes  with  eye  falve,  that  thou  may  eft  fee . 

Or  we  may  fuppofe,  that  this  reproof,  was  in  a 
great  mcafure  applicable  to  them  all,  in  general ; 
believers  and  unbelievers ;  the  belt  of  them,  being 
exceedingly  prone  to  truft  in  themfelves,  that  they 
were  righteous  ;  inftcad  of  that  humble  depend¬ 
ence  on  the  merit,  and  grace  of  their  Redeemer, 
which  ought  not  only  to  be  the  refuge  of  the  In¬ 
ner,  but  the  confidence  of  the  faint.  And  there 
is  no  queition,  that  this  is  a  proper  caution  to  pro- 
fefHng  Chrillians  in  every  age,  to  beware  of  fplit- 
ting  on  the  rock  of  felf-  fufficiency. 
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Bat  as  this  difpofition  reigns  in  the  heart  of 
every  one,  that  is  yet  at  a  difiance  from  God — is 
the  foundation  of  their  fecurity  and  impenitence, 
and  is  what  they  muft  be  brought  off  from,  before 
they  can  be  reconciled  to  God ;  it  is  for  their  be¬ 
nefit,  that  I  chiefly  defign  this  difeourfe,  though  it 
may  alfo  be  ufeful,  and  fliall  be  in  part  applied  to 
the  children  of  God.  It  is  an  affedting  thought, 
when  purfued  to  its  confcquences  ;  yet  alas  !  it  is 
unqueftionably  true,  that  in  every  affembl y,  fitch  as 
this ,  of  profeffing  Chriftians,  there  are  not  a  few, 
who  are  in  the  gall  of  bitternefs ,  and  in  the  bond  of 
iniquity ,  under  the  wrath  of  God,  and  liable  to  the 
condemning  fentcnce  of  his  law  ;  and  at  the  fame 
time,  that  the  far  greateft  part  of  them  are  igno¬ 
rant  of  it,  and  know  not,  that  they  are  wretched , 
and  poor,  and  blind,  and  naked . 

In  difeourfing  farther  upon  this  fubjedt  there¬ 
fore,  I  fliall 

.  ,2  •  ,  „  <-  i  i  ,  ....  „ 

I.  Endeavor  to  prove  and  illuflrate  this  truth: 
that  all  mankind  are  by  nature  in  a  ftate  of  fin  and 
mifery,  under  the  bondage  of  corruption,  and  lia¬ 
ble  to  the  wrath  of  God. 

II.  I  fliall  briefly  fhew  you,  that  being  brought 
to  a  lively  fenfe,  and  genuine  conviction  of  this, 
is  the  firft,  and  a  neceffary  ftep,  to  the  laving 
knowledge  of  God,  in  Chrift — And  in  the  lafl 
place ,  fliall  make  fome  pradtical  improvement  of 
the  fubjedt. 
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I*  place  then,  I  am  to  prove  and  il- 

luftratc  this  truth ;  that  all  mankind  are  by  nature 
in  a  ftate  of  fin  and  mifery,  under  the  bondage  of 
corruption,  and  liable  to  the  wrath  of  God.  What 
is  faid  in  this  paftage  of  the  Laodiceans,  is  uni- 
verfally  true,  of  the  pofterity  of  Adam.  Unlefs 
an  inwaid  and  eflential  change  has  been  wrought 
upon  them  by  the  grace  of  God ;  they  are  zvretch- 
edy  and  mifer able ,  and  poor ,  and  blind,  and  naked .  It 
is  alfo  true  of  them,  as  well  as  the  Laodiceans,  that 
they  know  it  not ;  but  vainly  prefume  themfelves 
to  be  rich,  and  increafed  with  goods,  and  to  have 
need  of  nothing.  If  thefc  two  things  are  jointly 
true  of  many  of  you  my  hearers,  there  is  nothing 
in  which  you  can  have  fo  great  a  concern  :  there¬ 
fore,  let  me  earricftly  befecch  your  moll  ferious  at¬ 
tention,  to  what  fhall  be  faid :  as  the  fuccefs  of 
this  conviction  is  neceflary,  to  your  underftand- 
ing,  or  profiting  by  any  other  part  of  divine  truth* 
as  I  fhall  afterwards  fhew  you. 

The  proofof  the  truth  here  afferted,  can  be  only 
of  two  kinds,  r.  From  fcripture,  which  is  the 
teftimony  of  God  declaring  it.  2.  From  the  vi¬ 
able  ftate  of  the  world,  and  our  own  experience, 
finding  it  to  be  fo. 

1.  That  all  mankind  are  by  nature  in  a  ftate  of 

appears  from  the  exprefs,  and  re¬ 
peated  teftimony  of  the  word  of  God.  And  this 
teftimony  we  have,  not  only  in  particular  pafiages, 
carrying  the  truth,  but  in  the  ftrain  and  fpirit  of 
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the  whole,  and  the  feveral  difpenfations  of  Divine 
Providence  there  recorded ;  which  are  all  of  them, 
built  upon  this  fuppofition,  and  intended  to  reme¬ 
dy  this  univerfal  evil. 

See  what  God  declares :  Gen.  vi.  5.  And  God 
faw  that  the  wkkednejs  of  man  was  great  in  the  earthy 
and  that  every  imagination  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart , 
was  only  evil  continually.  And  again,  the  imagina¬ 
tion  of  man's  heart  is  evil  from  his  youth.  We  may 
take  the  pfalmift  David’s  teftimony  of  himfelf,  as 
a  fample,  of  the  reft  of  mankind ;  and  indeed  he 
plainly  intimates,  that  it  is  a  common  calamity. 
Who  can  underfand  his  errors  ?  Cleanfe  thou  me from 
fecret  faults.  Behold  !  I  was  Jhapen  in  iniquity ,  and 
in  fin  did  my  mother  conceive  me. 

We  may  take  alfo  the  teftimony  of  the  Apoftle 
Paul,  in  his  epiftle  to  the  Romans,  which  is  the 
more  full  to  our  prefent  purpofe :  that  as  he  had 
never  been  at  Rome,  he  is  there  laying  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  religion  in  general,  and  the  Chriftiart 
difpenfation  in  particular,  by  a  clear,  and  explicit 
proof,  of  the  need  the  world  had  of  a  Saviour, 
from  its  univerfal  corruption  and  depravity.  Sec 
then  what  he  fays — What  then  ?  Are  we  better  than 
they  9  No,  in  no  wife ,  for  we  have  before  proved  both 
Jews  and  Gentiles ,  that  they  are  all  under  fin.  As  it 
is  written,  there  is  none  righteous,  no  not  one.  And 
again — Now  we  know  that  what  things  foever  the 
law  faith :  it  faith  to  them  who  under  the  law ,  that 
every  mouth  may  be  flopped,  and  all  the  world  may  be - 
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come  guilty,  before  God.— For  all  have  fumed  and 
come  port  of  the  glory  of  God. 

You  ma>r  alfo  fee>  that  the  Apoftle  traces  this 
duorder,  to  its  very  fource— Wherefore  as  by  one 
man,  fin  entered  into  the  world,  and  death  by  fin  :  and 

Jo  death  pajfed  upon  all  men,  for  that  all  have  finned. 

I  (hall  add  but  one  exprefs  fcripture  teftimony 

more - And  you  hath  he  quickened,  who  were  dead  in 

trefpajfes  and  fins. 

But  befides  the  particular  paflages  of  fcripture, 
pofuivcly  declaring  this  truth'  the  whole  frame  and’ 
contexture  of  the  fcriptures,  and  all  the  difpenfa- 
tions  of  Divine  Providence  recorded  in  them,  are 
a  proof  of  the  fame  thing.  Man  is  evpry  where 
confidered  as  in  a  fallen  and  finful  Pate.  Every 
thing  that  is  prefcribed  to  him,  and  every  thing 
that  is  done  for  him,  goes  upon  that  fuppofition. 
li  is  not  one  man,  or  a  few  men,  that  are  in  ferip- 
ture  cabed  to  repentance,  but  all  without  excepti¬ 
on.  Now  repentance  is  only  the  duty  of  a  tinner. 
An  innocent  perion  cannot  repent ;  he  has  nothing 
to  grieve  for  in  his  heart,  or  to  forfake  in  his  life. 

It  is  alfo  proper  to  obferve,  that  one  of  the  fcrip¬ 
ture  characters  of  God  is.  Merciful  and  gracious, 
fiow  to  anger,  forgiving  iniquity,  tranfgreffion  and  fin. 
Now,  he  could  not  be  to  us  a  forgiving  God,  and 
there  would  be  no  need  that  he  ihould  be  revealed 
under  that  character,  unlefs  we  were  linners,  that 
Pood  in  need  of  pardon.  Mercy,  indeed,  is  the 
Oiitinguifhing  attribute  of  God,  and  this  can  only 
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have  refpedt  to  offenders.  All  the  other  perfec¬ 
tions  of  God,  might  be  exercifed  towards  pure  and 
holy  creatures  ;  but  mercy,  only  towards  finners. 
He  might  be  a  good,  holy,  j ufd,  wife,  powerful 
God,  to  perfons  in  a  ffate  of  innocence,  but  he 
can  (hew  mercy,  only  to  the  guilty. 

Do  not  the  difpenfations  of  God’s  Providence, 
fhew  the  fame  thing  ?  He  fent  the  hood,  as  a  tefri- 
mony  of  the  wickednefs  of  the  world,  and  for  the 
punifhment  of  a  guilty  race.  Remember  alfo  the 
Sacrifices,  which  were  appointed,  and  accepted  by 
God  from  the  beginning  of  the  world.  Sacrifices 
are  for  atonement,  and  expiation.  They  are  plain¬ 
ly  a  fubftitution  in  the  room  of  a  forfeited  life.  It 
is  doing  violence  to  common  fenfe,  to  make  them 
any  thing  elfe.  The  whole  Jewifh  oeconc^  y  ^ 
which  had  in  it  fo  many  facrifices,  fo  many  offer¬ 
ings,  fo  many  walkings  and  purifications,  does 
plainly  fuppofe,  the  perfon  ufing  them,  to  be  in¬ 
fected  with  fin,  or  moral  pollution.  Had  not  this 
been  the  cafe,  they  had  been  extremely  abfurd,  and 
improper. 

But  the  ftrongeft  teftimony  of  all,  that  God  hath 
given  to  the  guilt,  and  corruption  of  mankind,  is 
his  fending  his  own  Son  into  the  world,  to  redeem 
them  by  the  facrifice  of  himfelf — To  what  pur- 
pofe  redeem  them,  if  they  were  not  in  bondage  ? 
Why  fo  coftlv  an  expiation,  if  our  lives  had  not 
been  forfeited  to  Divine  Juftice  ?  But  that  it  was 
for  this  purpofe,  that  Chrift  came  into  the  world, 
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is  fo  plain,  from  the  whole  of  the  fcripturcs,  that  I 
fhall  feleit  but  one  paffage  out  of  many,  to  prove 
it  — Whom  God  hath  Jet  forth  to  be  a  propitiation, 
through  faith  in  his  blood ,  to  declare  his  rightmfnefs , 
for  the  remifion  of  fins  that  are  pafi,  through  the  for¬ 
bearance  of  God. 

What  is  faid  already  on  this  head,  is  a  full  proof 
from  fcripture,  that  man  is  now,  by  nature,  in  a 
ftate  of  fin;  that  he  is  alio,  in  confequence  of  that, 
in  a  ftate  of  mifery,  and  liable  to  the  wrath  of  God, 
is  proved  by  many  of  the  fame  palfages,  and  by 
many  others — tor  the  wrath  of  God  is  revealed  from 
Heaven  againft  all  ungodline fs ,  and  unright eoufnefs  of 
men }  who  hold  the  truth  in  unright  eoufnefs— For  the 
wages  of  fin  is  death,  &c.  But  I  need  not  multi¬ 
ply  paflages  to  this  purpoie  ;  for  in  all  God’s  dif- 
penfations,  the  deferved  puniftiment  of  tinners,  is 
as  evident,  as  their  finfulnefs  itfelf.  It  is  indeed 
fully  proved,  from  the  efiential  perfections  of  God, 
particularly  his  holinefs  and  juft  ice.  He  is  of 
purer  eyes,  than  that  he  can  behold  iniquity. 
Evil  cannot  dwell  with  him ,  nor  fools,  that  is,  tinners, 
ft  and  in  his  fight. 

Is  not  all  this  then  my  brethren,  a  fufficient 
proof,  from  the  teftimony  of  God,  that  man  in  a 
natural  ftate,  is  finful  and  miferable?  Shall  we  af¬ 
firm  ourfelves  to  be  whole,  if  he  faith  we  are  un¬ 
found?  Do  we  know  more  than  God?  Will  we 
not  give  credit  to  the  fountain  of  truth  ?  Nor  is  it 
any  objection  to  this,  that  we  ourfelves  know  it 
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not,  or  are  but  little  fenfible  of  it.  One  conftdei- 
able  part  of  the  difeafe,  is  blindncfs  of  undemand¬ 
ing:  fo  that  we  may,  and  mull,  till  our  eyes  ate 
opened,  be  ignorant  of  our  danger — -We  may 
think  and  fay,  that  we  are  rich,  and  increafed  in 
goods,  and  have  need  of  nothing,  while  we  are, 
wretched  and  mif enable,  and  blind  and  naked . 

2.  The  fame  thing  appears  from  the  vifible 
Rate  of  the  world,  and  our  own  experience.  Un¬ 
believers  are  apt  to  hear  with  indifference  and 
neglecft,  what  they  are  told  from  fcripture  tefti- 
mony,  unlefs  otherwife  confirmed  to  them  ;  and 
it  is  with  the  unbeliever  we  have  now  to  do.  Be- 
iides,  the  eftablifhment  of  this  truth,  upon  other 
evidence  than  that  of  fcripture,  ought  to  have  a 
powerful  influence,  in  inducing  men  to  believe  the 
other  truths  in  fcripture,  that  are  connedled  with 
and  founded  upon  it.  I  think  it  therefore,  highly 
proper,  to  lay  before  you  what  evidence  we  have 
of  our  loft  ftate,  from  the  obfervation  of  the  world, 
though  the  feriptures  had  been  filent.  I  would 
likewife  recommend  to  all,  what  fliall  be  faid  on 
this  fubject,  to  preferve  your  faith  unfhaken,  and 
keep  you  from  blafphemous,  unbelieving  thoughts, 
if  at  any  time,  you  fhould  be  tempted  to  them  ; 
fince,  even  unenlightened  reafon,  confirms  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  divine  truth,  and  nature,  and  providence 
confpire,  in  preaching  the  Dodtrine  of  Divine 
Grace. 

Now,  doth  not  our  experience,  as  well  as  the 
obfervation  of  others,  fhew  us,  that  we  are  bom  iri 
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fin,  and  conceived  in  iniquity  ?  May  we  not  fay* 
from  our  own  knowledge,,  that  the  imaginations  of 
the  heart  of  man,  are  only  evil  from  his  youth,  and 
that  continually  ?  Is  there  not  a  pronenefs,  and 
tendency  to  evil,  univerfally  to  he  obferved,  in 
mankind  ?  and  a  backwardnefs  and  averlion  to  that 
which  is  good  ?  Is  not  this  apparent  even  in  chil- 
oren,  upon  the  firft  dawn  of  reafon  in  their  minds,, 
and  the  firft  fight  of  choice  or  inclination  in  their 
hearts?  Surely  it  mull  be  owned,  that  in  that  early* 
period,  they  are  at  leaft  comparatively  innocent — If 
any  among  us,  is  without  fin,  it  muft  be  the  young- 
eft  ;  yet  folly  is  bound  in  the  heart  of  a  child. — 
How  hard  is  it  to  guard  them  from  evil,  and  to  in- 
ipire  them  with  good  difpofitions,  even  by  the 
wifeft,  and  earlieft  care,  in  their  inftrudtion  ?  And 
even  after  the  moft  fucccfsful  pains,  are  there  not 
if  ill  many  remaining  blemifhes,  through  the  pre¬ 
valence  of  corrupt  nature,  which  fhew,  that  the 
ground-work  itfelf,  was  faulty  ?  But  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  how  eafiiy  do  men  learn,  that  which  is  evil? 
iJo  they  need  to  be  taught  ?  Is  it  not  enough  to 
give  them  licence  ?  Flow*  juft  is  that  defeription 
m  Jeremiah  ?  They  are  wife  to  do  evil ,  but  to  do  good 
they  have  no  knowledge .  I  am  far  from  denying, 
that  men  are  improved  and  forwarded  in  fin,  by 
inftrudtion  and  example,  as  well  as  in  that,  which 
is  good  :  but  it  is  plain,  they  are  far  apter  fcholars, 
in  the  firft,  than  in  the  laid  ;  which  plainly  fhews, 
they  are  more  powerfully  difpofed  to  it,  by  nature. 
Nay,  is  it  not  evident,  from  the  univerfal  experi- 
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encc,  and  teftimony  of  thofe,  who  a<£t  from  a  prin¬ 
ciple  of  Religion ;  that  it  is  extremely  difficult, 
with  all  the  care  they  can  take,  to  rdift  the  pro- 
penfity  of  nature,  to  the  contrary  ?  And  that  in  the 
beft,  it  often  gets  the  fuperiority,  when  they  are  off 
their  guard  ?  Is  not  this  an  evidence  of  the  depra¬ 
vity  and  corruption  of  human  nature,  and  its  ten¬ 
dency  to  evil  ?  Are  thofe  who  hate  fin,  often  over¬ 
come  by  it,  and  fhall  thofe  who  love  it,  prefume 
to  fay,  they  are  free  from  it  ? 


If  any  fhould  ark,  how  I  prove  that  that  courfe 
of  action,  to  which  human  nature  is  inclined  is 
evil,  without  the  affift ance  of  feripture  ?  I  anfwer, 
from  reafon ;  and  that  many  ways — from  its  per¬ 
nicious  effedts  on  focieties,  and  private  perfons  ; 
from  the  teftimony  of  the  world  in  general,  when 
others,  than  themfelves,  are  concerned,  and  from 
the  teftimony  of  every  man's  confcience,  in  his 
own  cafe.  Who  is  there,  that  does  not  often  feel 
in  himfelf,  a  powerful  tendency  to  what  he  can¬ 
not  but  in  his  heart  condemn?  Is  not  his  con¬ 
fcience  God’s  vicegerent?  and  doth  not  natural 
religion,  as  well  as  the  religion  of  Chrift,  declare 
him  corrupt  ?  So  that  I  may  fay  with  the  Apofile 
Paul,  not  citing  the  paffage  as  a  proof,  but  as  an 
illuftration  and  description  of  the  character,  and 
Rate  of  natural  men — For  when  the  Gentiles  which 
have  not  the  law ,  do  by  nature  the  things  contained  in 
the  law :  thefe  having  not  the  law ,  are  a  law  unto 
themfelves y  which  jhew  the  work  of  the  law  written 
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*d  their  hearts ,  their  conference  aifo  hearing  witnefs , 

am  their  thoughts ,  the  mean  while ,  accufing  or  elfe  ex- 
cufing  one  another. 

Tuns  there  is  as  much  light  remaining  with  u§ 
lince  the  fall,  as  to  fliew,  that  we  are  out  of  the 
way,  but  not  to  bring  us  back  to  it  again. 

As  a  ferious  consideration  of  the  ftate  of  the 
wicked,  may  {hew  us  our  natural  impurity  :  fo  it 
hath  been  long  ago  difeovered,  and  confefled  by 
many  of  the  ancient  heathens,  who  never  heard  of 
the  name  of  Chrift,  nor  knew  of  the  remedy, 
1  heie,  difeerning  by  nature,  the  perfectly  pure,  and 
holy  nature  of  God,  and  comparing  it  with  the 
difpofttions  prevalent  in  man,  could  not  reconcile 
them  together  ,*  but  concluded,  that  a  creature,  fo 
corrupt,  could  not  come  in  that  condition,  out  of 
the  hands  of  its  Creator.  This  difficulty  fome  of 
them  endeavored  to  folve,  by  a  ftate  of  pre-ex  iff— 
ence;  which  bears  fome  refemblance  to  the  true 
folution,  given  of  it  in  the  holy  feripture :  viz. 
the  apofracy  or  our  firft:  parents •  which  entailed  a 
corrupted  nature  upon  their  poftenty,  in  which, 
the  light  of  nature,  and  revealed  truth,  feem  al- 
moli  wholly,  to  coincide. 

It  is  to  the  fame  thing  that  I  cannot  help  attri¬ 
buting  the  practice,  that  fo  univerfally  prevailed 
over  the  heathen  world,  before  the  coming  of 
Cnrift,  of  offering facrificeSy  to  appeafe  the  wrath  of 
the  Deity,  fuppofed  to  be  offended.  That  the 
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cuftom  of  facrificing,  prevailed  very  generally, 
perhaps  univerfally  among  the  heathen  nations, 
at  the  greateft  diftance  from,  and  having  no  correl- 
pondence  with  each  other,  is  a  certain  and  un~ 
queltionable  fad.  Neither  do  I  fee  to  what  caule 
we  can  aferibe  it,  unlefs  to  one  of  thefe  two ;  ei¬ 
ther  an  ancient  tradition,  from  the  beginning  of 
the  world,  and  fpread  with  the  inhabitants, 
through  the  feveral  parts  of  it,  as  they  feparated 
and  peopled  it ;  or  to  the  common  condition  of 
human  nature,  which  dictated  the  fame  thing,  to 
perfons,  in  fuch  diftant  places. 

If  the  firft  of  thefe  fuppodtions  is  embraced, 
which  indeed  I  fuppofe  to  be  the  truth,  it  appears 
that  facrifices  were  appointed  by  God  to  man,  in 
his  fallen  (late,  for  the  pardon  of  tin,  and  that  they 
had  reference,  to  the  great  propitiatory  facnfice  of 
Chrift,  upon  the  crofs. 

If  wTe  prefer  the  laft  fuppofition,  it  would  feem  as 
if  theconfcioufnefs  of  guilt,  had  uniformly  prompt¬ 
ed  men  in  ail  ages,  and  nations,  to  offer  up  fome 
atonement  for  their  offences.  In  both  cafes,  it 
equally  ferves,  to  prove  the  corruption,  and  fmful- 
nefs  of  human  nature. 

Now  as  what  hath  been  faid,  plainly  proves  the 
impurity  of  man,  in  his  natural  date  :  fo  his  mife- 
ry  and  liablenefs  to  punifhment,  may  alfobe  prov¬ 
ed  ;  both  as  a  natural  confequence  of  his  fmful- 
nefs,  and  even,  more  plainly,  by  itfelf.  There  is 
not  only  a  confiderahle  degree  of  aflual  mifery  in 
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the  world*  but  plain  prcfages  of  more  to  follow  it 
■o  *n  world  to  come.  Need  I  take  up  much  time, 
in  enumerating  the  feveral  naileries,  and  calami¬ 
ties,  incident  to  human  life  ?  Are  not  opprefilon 
and  injury  from  one  another,  poverty,  licknefs, 
pain,  and  death,  the  plain  fruits  of  fin,  and  vifible 
tokens  of  God’s  difpleafure  ?  Man  with  fome  marks 
of  luperiority  and  excellence  of  nature,  is  even,  by 
means  of  his  luperiority,  his  knowledge,  and  fore¬ 
fight  of  his  own  luxiermgs,  more  miferable,  than 
any  other  of  the  creatures,  that  is  equally  fubject 
to  the  ftroke  of  death. 

To  the  whole,  I  fhall  only  fubjoin  one  confider- 
ation  more,  which  is  applicable  to  both  parts  of  the 
argument — I  have  often  thought,  that  the  natural 
terror  and  fear  zvith  which  men  are  pojjcji ,  of  the  pre- 
fence  of  God,  or  any  remarkable  token  of  his  power ,  is 
nothing  elfey  but  an  indication  of  guilty  or  an  ap prehen- 
fion  of  wrath . 

You  may  fee  fome  incidents  in  feripture,  from 

which  it  is  natural  to  conclude ;  that  when  God 

makes  any  vifible  manifeftation  of  his  glory,  or 

fends  any  of  his  Angels  or  Minifters  from  Heaven 

to  Earth ;  thofe  who  are  prefent,  are  filled  with 

the  at  molt  dread  and  teiror. 

§ 

Thus  in  the  relation  given  of  God’s  appearance 
upon  Mount  Sinai,  it  is  faid  :  And  fo  terrible  was 
the  fight ,  that  Mofes  faidy  I  exceedingly  far  and  quake , 
See  another  example,  in  Ifaiah — then  faid  /,  woe 
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is  me ,  for  I  am  undone ,  becaufe  I  am  a  man  of  unclean 
'lips ;  for  mine  eyes  have  feen  the  King ,  the  Lord  of 
Hojls.  And  in  the  New  Teftament,  in  the  Apoi- 
tle  John — And  when  If  aw  him ,  I  fell  at  his  feet  as 
dead . 

And  is  not  this  always  the  cafe,  in  all  ages,  that 
upon  any  remarkable  appearance  of  an  inhabitant 
of  the  other  world,  or  even  when  any  fuch  thing 
is  falfely  apprehended  the  inhabitants  of  this 
world  are  filled  with  extraordinary  terror  ?  WKat 
is  this  do  you  imagine,  but  conlcioufnefs  of  guilt, 
and  apprehenfion  of  vengeance  ? 

Innocence  has  no  enemy,  and  it  has  nothing 
to  fear.  We  are  all  in  much  the  fame  cafe  with 
Adam,  immediately  after  his  firft  tranfgreffion ; 
when  he  heard  God’s  voice  in  the  garden,  he  was 
afraid ,  and  fed,  and  bid  himfelf- — We  read  of  no  fuch 
fear  poffeffing  him,  while  he  retained  his  inno¬ 
cence,  but  as  foon  as  he  had  finned,  he  began  to 
dread  an  avenging  God. 

From  all  this  then,  I  would  conclude,  that  rea- 
fon  accords  with  fcripture,  in  faying,  that  all  have 
finned  and  come  Jh or t  of  the  glory  of  Cod:  that  man  in 

a  natural  ftate,  is  wretched \  and  mif enable,  and  poor, 
And  blind  and  naked. . 


■I 

1 

1 

if 


'1  u 


t. 

(i  '5  Ln 

«  H 


X  t; 

j  l 

f 

I 


E 


i! 


i  . 


9 

.  £ 


s  E  R  M  O  N  III. 

f  ft-  f  r  ;  ,  \  . 

An  INDUCEMENT  to  come  to  CHRIST, 

j  j  t'J  ‘f'\:  -■  '  » . 

B  Y 

JOHN  WITHERS POONy  D.D.  L.L.D. 

Col.  N.  C.  P. 

1.  a  •  •  •  >  i ;  ;  1  C  ■  .v  i  -  J 


i  Rev.  iii.  17. 


Becaufe  thou fay  eft  lam  rich,  and  increafed  with  goods , 
have  need  of  nothing  ;  and  knowejl  not  that  thou 
art  wretched^  and  inferable,  and  poor ,  and  blind, 
and  naked . 

HA  VING  in  a  former  difcourfe,  proved,  and 
illuftrated  this  truth  ;  that  all  mankind  are 
by  nature,  in  a  ftate  of  fin  and  mifery,  under  the 
bondage  of  corruption,  and  liable  to  the  wrath  of 
God  : — I  proceed  now  to  the  fecond  thing  propof-, 
ed,  which  was  to  fhew  you,  that  being  brought  to 
a  lively  fenfe,  and  genuine  conviction  of  this,  is  the 
firft,  and  a  neceflary  fiep,  to  the  faving  knowledge 
of  God,  in  Chrift. 

On  this,  I  fhall  not  need  to  fpend  much  time,  as 
it  is  fo  exceedingly  plain,  both  in  itfelf,  and  from 
what  hath  been  already  faid— — It  is  however  necefb 


V-7 - 

.P**. .  f  '•  f 


44 


WITHERSPOON. 

fai*y  to  fet  it  clearly  before  you,  in  order  to  lay  x 
foundation,  for  the  improvement  of  the  fubject. 

L  the  doctrine  of  Chrift,  and  of  him  crucified, 
proceeds  upon  the  fuppoiition  of  our  finful,  and 
mi  ferab  le  condition  by  nature;  then  Purely,  it  can 
neitner  be  valued,  embraced,  nor  improved  ;  and 
indeed,  I  think  hardly  understood,  by  thofe,  who 
know  not  this  their  natural  ftate.  What  Chrift 
hath  done,  and  promifes  to  do  in  our  behalf,  is  de¬ 
fig  ned  as  a  remedy,  for  our  diftrelled  condition ; 
and  therefore,  till  the  diftrefs  is  known,  the  reme¬ 
dy  will  be  fet  at  nought.  If  a  phyfician  fhould  of¬ 
fer  his  care  and  fkill,  for  the  recovery  of  a  man, 
who  efteemed  himfelf  in  perfect  health,  would  he 
not  deride  the  propolal,  fo  long  as  he  continued  in 
that  opinion  ?  If  any  man  fhou.ld  offer  a  charitable 
fupply  of  clothes  and  food,  to  one,  who  imagined 
4iimfelf  immenfely  rich,  and  gloried  in  his  riches; 
would  he  not  look  upon  it,  as  the  groffeft  infult  ? 

Juft  fo  is  the  Gofpel  treated,  by  all  fuch  as  fee 
not  their  mifery.  What  is  the  fubftance  of  the 
Gofpel  ?  f  To  you  O  men,  I  call,  and  my  voice  is 
to  the  fons  of  men.  Behold !  I  preach  to  you 
Chrift  crucified,  a  Saviour,  fuited  to  your  necefli- 
ties,  able  to  fave,  to  the  ut  term  oft,  all  that  come  to 
God  through  him.  He  is  well  fitted  to  be  a  me¬ 
diator,  between  you,  and  your  offended  maker. 
He  hath  offered  himfelf  up,  a  facrifiee  to  the  juf- 
tice  of  God,  for  your  fins,  by  the  merit  of  which, 
you  may  be  faved  from  deferved  and  impending 


45 


WITHERSPOON. 

ruin.  He  offers  himfelf  as  a  guide,  to  direct  your 
feet  in  the  way  of  peace — to  ftand  by  you  in  the 
difficulties  and  dangers  to  which  you  are  expoied, 
and  to  give  you  by  his  communicated  ftrength,  a 
complete  victory  over  all  your  enemies.’ 

What  reply  doth  the  unconvinced  finner  make, 
to  all  this  ?  Why  he  faith,  *  I  know  nothing  of  this 
mifery  you  fuppofe,  wffierefore  then  a  Saviour  ?  I 
fee  no  fin,  what  neceflity  then,  for  an  atonement  ? 

I  fear  no  wrath,  therefore  will  feek  for  no  Intercef- 
for.  My  eyes  are  open,  therefore  I  will  have  no 
guide.  I  know  of  no  enemies,  and  therefore,  will 
not  enter  into  contention  with  a  fhadow,  or  flee, 
when  no  man  purfueth.’ 

Thefe  my  brethren,  are  either  dire&ly,  or  im¬ 
plicitly,  the  thoughts  of  men,  in  a  fecure,  and  un¬ 
convinced  ftate ;  and  wffiile  they  are  fo,  they  can 
fee  no  form,  nor  comlinefs  in  the  Saviour,  nor  any 
beauty,  that  they  fnould  defire  him. 

It  is  otherwife  with  the  broken  in  fpirit.  He 
fees  his  own  vilenefs,  and  unworthinefs,  and  there¬ 
fore  cannot  lift  his  eyes  to  God,  but  through  the 
atoning  blood  of  Chrift.  He  fears  the  avenger  of 
bloody  and  therefore  flees  to  the  city  of  refuge — I  he 
meffage  of  the  Gofpel,  is  to  him,  indeed  glad  tid¬ 
ings  of  great  joy,  and  he  counts  it  a  faithful  faying, 
and  worthy  of  all  acceptation . 

The  juflice  of  this  reprefentation,  you  may  fee, 
from  what  our  Saviour  himfelf  fays,  of  the  end  of; 
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his  coming.  They  that  be  whole,  need  not  a  phvjici- 

an  but  they  that  are  fick ;  But  go  ye  and  learn  what 

that  meaneth,  I  will  have  mercy  and  not  Sacrifice  ;  for 

lam  not  come  to  call  the  righteous ,  but  fmners  to  repen - 
tance. 

See  alio  the  terms  of  his  invitation.  Come  unto 

me  all  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  1  will 
give  you  reft . 

Appetite,  and  knowlege  ofneceffity,  is  firfire- 

quired,  or  fuppofed,  to  the  bellowing  of  Gofpel 

blefiings — Ho!  everyone  that  thirfielh,  come  ye  to 
the  waters . 

I  fhall  only  add,  that  we  find  by  the  infiances 
recorded  in  fcripture,  of  fuch  as  were  converted 
by  the  preaching  of  the  Gofpel ;  that  their  con- 
verfion,  took  its  rife,  from  conviction  of  fin _ Now 

woen  they  heard  this ,  they  were  pricked  in  their  hearts, 
and  fat d  unto  Peter y  and  to  the  reft  of  the  Apoftles , 
men  and  brethren ,  what  fhall  we  do  ?  See  alfo  the 
iii fiance  of  tne  jailor — Phenhe  called  for  a  lights 
and  f prang  tny  and  came  trembling ,  and  fell  down  be- 
foie  Paul  and  Silas:  And  brought  them  outy  and  faid 
ft  ns,  what  mufti  I  do  to  be  faved  ? 

Repentance  unto  life,  and  the  return  of  the  tin¬ 
ner  to  Goa,  proceeds  from  the  fame  caufe,  in  eve- 
ry  age.  W  ho  are  the  perfons  who  believingly  ap¬ 
ply  to  Chrift  for  the  pardon  of  their  fins,  but  thofe 
who  fee  they  are  undone  without  him  ?  Who  are 
the  perfons  in  whofe  eyes  he-  is  molt  precious,  and 
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who  maintain  the  mod  habitual  dependance  upon 
him  ?  Are  they  not  thofe  who  have  been  mod  ef¬ 
fectually  humbled,  and  fee  their  own  inefficiency 
for  any  thing  that  is  good  ? 

From  all  this  I  conclude,  that  none  can  come  to 
Chrift  by  faith,  but  thofe  who  fee  themfelves  to  be 
wretched)  and  miferable,  and  blind  and  naked . 

Let  us  now  make  fome  improvement,  of  what 
hath  been  faid  upon  this  fubjeCt,  for  your  inftruc- 
tion  and  direction. 

J  ;  v 

i .  I  would  improve  what  has  been  faid  on  this 
fubjeCt,  for  difcovering  the  danger  of  many  among 
us,  who  have  never  yet  been  brought  to  a  juft 
fenfe  of  their  character,  and  ftate.  Even  the  ge¬ 
neral  belief,  that  fuch,  often  have  in  the  fcriptures, 
may  ihew  them  what  they  have  to  fear.  I  might 
no  doubt  firft  of  all  obferve,  how  very  guilty  and 
miferable  thofe  are,  who  are  moft  notorious  for 
fins,  of  the  groffeft  and  moft  fhameful  kind.  But 
my  fubjeCt  leads  me  more  direCily  to  coniider, 
who  are  in  general,  unrenewed)  than  to  mark  the 
feveral  degrees  of  guilt  in  particular  finners.  From 
the  text  therefore,  and  the  illuftration  of  it,  I  am 
authorized  to  declare  to  you,  and  I  bejeech  you  to 
hear  it  with  application  ;  that  all  fuch  as  were  never 
brought  to  a  real  difeovery,  and  inward  fenfe,  of 
their  miferable  condition  by  nature,  are  ftill  in  a 
ftate  of  wrath,  and  ftrangers  to  the  power  of  Relir 
gion,  whatever  may  be  their  profeffion,  and  what¬ 
ever  may  be  their  prefent  peace.  Oh  !  how  eafy 
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IS  it,  to  lay  afleep  a  natural  confcience,  and  to  keep 
a  deceitful  corrupt  heart,  in  a  Hate  of  eafe  and  fc- 
curity  ?  Some  formality  in  outward  duty,  fome 
model ation  in  fin,  fo  to  (peak,  the  natural  decay, 
and  weaknefs  of  human  paffions,  or  youthful  lufts, 
in  a  character,  formed  by  human  prudence,  and 
regulated  by  health,  credit  or  gain,  is  often  made 
to  fupply  the  place,  of  a  heart  renewed  by  the  fpi- 
nt  and  grace  of  God.  But  confider,  I  befeech  you, 
that  though  fome  may  be  ten  fold  more  the  children 
of  the  Devil  than  others,  yet  all  by  nature,  are 
the  fervants  of  fin  ;  and  except  a  man  be  born  again , 
he  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of  God . — —It  is  not  only 
iiich  as  are  profane,  or  unclean  $  fuch  as  riot  in 
brutifh  fenfibility;  fuch  as  are  the  plagues  of  hu¬ 
man  fociety ;  who  live  in  brawls  and  contention  ; 
but  all,  in  whom  an  efiential  change,  has  never 
been  wrought,  that  are  thus  concluded  under  con¬ 
demnation. 

It  is  ufual  for  men  to  take  encouragement, 
from  feeing  others  worfe  than  theffifelves ;  and  to 
confider  all  the  threatnings  in  fcripture,  as  levelled 
againft  the  chief  and  capital  offenders ;  but  my 
text  is  chiefly  directed  to  fuch,  as  fay  they  are 
nchi  and  incteafed  with  goods .  Can  you  fay  then 
my  brethren,  that  you  have  been  brought  under 
genuine  convictions  of  fin  ?  Have  you  been  oblig¬ 
ed  to  fall  down  proftrate  before  God,  when  fitting 
upon  the  throne  of  his  holinefs.  Have  you  found 
the  fcntence  of  death  ift  yourfelves,  and  difeover- 
rd  no  remedy,  but  in  Chrift  ?  If  this  has  never 
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been  our  cafe,  you  have  reafoh  to  fear,  that  you 

are  yet  in  the  gall  of  bitternefsy  and  in  the  bond  of 
iniquity . 

But  I  muft  tell  you  alfo  that  this  is  matter  of 
feeling,  more  than  of  profeffioh.  It  is  not  enough 
to  fpeak  honorably  of  Chrift,  or  of  his  works. 
Many  do  fo,  who  never  felt  their  neceffity,  or  fe- 
riouily  and  in  good  earned*,  applied  to  him.  It 
were  a  happy  thing,  if  all  among  our  hearers,  who 
call  for  evangelical  preaching,  who  quarrel  with  us 
when  they  think  we  do  not  preach  the  Saviour’s 
crofs — the  loft  flare  of  man,  and  the  doctrine  of 
free  grace,  were  experimentally  acquainted  with 
thefe  truths.  Many  fuch,  have  only  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  hear  the  Redeemer  fpoken  of  with  reve¬ 
rence.  They  may  be  able  to  imitate  the  language 
of  feme  of  his  fervants,  though  they  know  very 
little  of  that  brokennefs  of  fpirit,  which  accompa¬ 
nies  true  repentance. 

But  left  this  fhouid  be  in  any  meafure  mifbkcn, 
I  muft  make  thefe  two  obfervations — The  jirf  is, 
that  a  lively  fenfe,  and  deep  conviction  of" 'fin,  is, 
properly  fpcaking,  but  a  negative  mark  of  true 
Religion ;  giving  us  to  know,  that  the  unhumbled 
are  yet  impenitent — For  it  is  certain,  that  many 
have  been  under  very  ftrong  convictions,  nay,  have 
been  driven  to  the  very  borders  of  defpair  with 
terror,  who  yet  never  were  effectually  changed,  but 
ft i fled  their  convictions,  and  returned  to  their  for¬ 
mer  fecurity  of  heart,  and  cardcffiieis  of  life* 

F 


Secondly ,  there  may  be  fome  on  the  other  hand, 
who  are  truly  born  of  God>  in  whom,  the  terrors  of 
conviction  have  not  been  very  remarkable.  This 
happens  moft  frequently  in  the  cafe  of  thofe,  who  are 
called  in  their  infancy,  or  earlier  years,  and  who  have 
had  the  advantage  of  a  careful,  and  pious  educati¬ 
on.  It  would  be  deftrudlive  of  the  comforts  of 
God’s  children  to  lay  down  one  method ,  in  which 
he  always  proceeds.  He  is  free  and  fovereign,  in 
the  manner  of  his  dealing  with  tinners ;  and  foftens 
fome  hearts  by  kindnefs,  as  well  as  others  by  cor¬ 
rection.  So  that  if  the  end  be  brought  about,  we 
need  be  lefs  folicitous  about  the  fteps  of  his  proce¬ 
dure.  Yet  I  think  humility  of  fpirit,  is  infepara- 
ble  from  real  Religion  ;  and  if  it  be  lefs  vilible,  in 
the  anguifh  of  repentance,  it  will  be  ftill  manifeli 
in  the  temper  of  the  penitent. 

IL  Let  me  now  for  the  improvement  of  this 
fubjedt,  lay  dowrn  a  few  of  the  belt  and  moft  folid 
evidences  of  genuine  convidlion  of  fin.  And, 

i.  It  is  a  good  fign  that  convidlion  is  genuine, 
when  there  is  a  clear  and  deep  apprehenfion  of  the 
evil  of  fin,  as  well  as  the  danger  of  it.  When  the 
mind  dwells  not  only  on  the  atrocity  of  particular 
crimes,  but  on  the  aggravation  of  all  fin,  as  fuch  : 
When  the  finner  is  truly  offended  with  himfelf,  for 
departing  from  his  maker’s  fervice ;  breaking  his 
holy  laws ;  forgetting  or  defpifing  his  innumera¬ 
ble  mercies  :  There  may  be,  and  there  is  often  an 
apprehenfion  of  fuffering  when  there  is  little  fenfe 
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of  the  evil  of  fin  :  but  the  conviction  is  then  genu¬ 
ine,  when  it  makes  the  finner  not  only  remember 
what  he  has  done,  but  confefs>  zvbat  he  has  dejerved „ 

2.  It  is  a  good  evidence,  when  the  fenfe  of  the 
evil  of  fin  abides  and  grows,  even  though  the  fear 
of  wrath,  may  in  a  great  meafure  have  abated. 

It  is  obfervable,  that  conviction  of  fin,  ufually 
takes  its  rife,  from  feme  grofs,  or  heinous  acts, 
which  firit  alarm  the  confcience,  and  in  fuch  a  fi- 
tuation,  the  attention  of  the  penitent  is  fixed  on 
nothing  elfe,  but  the  enormities  of  his  life.  If  this 
view  continues,  and  produces  its  effeCts,  he  is  loon 
brought  to  fee,  and  confefs,  the  inherent  vanity  of 
his  heart ;  the  worldlinefs  of  his  affeClions ;  and 
the  unprofitablenefs  of  his  converfation.  It  is  a 
very  common  thing,  for  perfons  who  feem  to  have 
feme  fenfe  of  the  commiffion  of  crimes,  to  have 
little  or  no  fenfe  at  all,  of  the  neglect  of  duty,  and 
of  living  daily  to  themfelves.  It  was  a  heavy- 
charge,  however,  brought  by  the  Prophet  again!! 
Belfhazzar: — - And  the  God  in  whofe  hand  thy  breath 

is ,  and  whofe  are  all  thy  ways ,  haft  thou  not  glorified. 
Wherever  there  is  true  repentance,  though  there 

may  be  the  greateft  peace  of  mind,  there  will  be 
alfo  a  deep,  and  growing  fenfe,  of  the  evil  of  fin, 
and  the  obligation  of  being  habitually  devoted  to 

God. 

3.  Iris  a  good  evidence,  when  there  is  a  con¬ 
tinued,  and  growing  efieem  of  the  neccffity,  and 
value  of  the  mediation  of  Chrift— It  was  to  favc 


finneis  tnat  ne  came.  A  fenle  of  fin  is  neceflary 
to  our  receiving  him ;  and  in  proportion  to  its 
flrength*  will  certainly  be  our  attachment  to  him* 
Tiii^  indeed  is  the  great,  and  vital  principle,  of  the 
fpiritual  life—  /  am  crucified  with  Chrfi ,  never  the- 
lefs  -1  live,  yet  not  i,  but  h/jr/'jz  hveth  in  me  i  and  the 
life  which  I  now  live  in  the  flefb,  I  live  by  the  faith  of 
the  Son  of  God;  who  loved  me,  and  gave  himfelf  to  die 
for  me . 


4.  The  bed:  arid  fureft  mark  of  real  convidion 
of  fin,  is,  if  it  leaves  you  poflefled  of  a  deep  ha¬ 
tred,  and  abhorrence  of  it,  and  a  daily  folicitude 
to  fly  from  it.  Some  may  counterfeit  a  fenfe  of 
the  evil  of  fin,  to  their  own  hearts 5  may  have  a 
real  fear  of  its  bitter  confequences ;  and  even  a 
prefumptuous  reliance  on  Chrift  for  pardon;  and 
yet  may  in  feme  inftances,  adhere  to  the  practice 
of  it. 


Floods  of  tears  from  fuch  a  perfon,  avail  no¬ 
thing  :  but  he,  hath  certainly,  truly  forrowed  for 
fin,  who  in  his  pradice  forfakes  it : — that  is  to  fay* 
he  is  not  willingly  fubjed  to  any  known  fin, — but 
fays  with  Elihu,  That  which  I fee  not  teach  thou  me : 
If  I  have  done  iniquity ,  I  will  do  no  more. 

ill.  Let  me  befeech  all  ferious  perfons,  to  im¬ 
prove  this  fubjed  for  the  trial  of  their  ftate.  Ex¬ 
amine,  by  the  principles  above  laid  down,  the  re¬ 
ality,  and  the  progrefs  of  Religion  in  your  fouls. 
I  lave  you  a  growing  fenfe  of  the  evil  of  fin,  and  of 
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your  own  unworthinefs  ? — This  is  at  once  an  evi¬ 
dence,  and  a  mean,  of  growth  in  grace.  He  that 
thinks  leaft  of  himfelf,  is  higheft  in  God's  account ; 

and  the  more  a  believer  increafes  in  holinefs  and 
* 

real  worth,  the  more  he  increafes  in  humility.  As 
it  is  an  evidence,  it  is  aifo  a  mean,  of  further  im¬ 
provement  ;  for  he  that  hath  the  deepeft  fenfe  of 
his  unworthinefs  and  weaknefs,  will  certainly  live 
moft  by  faith,  in  the  merit  and  grace  of  his  Re¬ 
deemer. 

'•  ^  '•  ■'  ;  * 

v 

Therefore,  Chriftians,  try  yourfelves  by  this 
important  fign.  Whether  do  you,  by  religious 
duties,  build  yourfelves  up  on  felr-righteoufnefs,  or 
do  you  only  learn  by  them,  how  far  you  fall  fnort 
of  what  is  incumbent  on  you  ?  What  innumerable 
evils  compafs  you  about?  and  therefore,  how 
much  you  have  need  of  mercy  inftead  of  reward  ? 
Do  you  look  upon  the  works  of  righteoufnefs 
which  you  have  done,  as  fomething,  by  which  you 
merit  at  the  hand  of  God  ;  or  do  you  look  upon 
them,  as  the  evidence  of  his  own  work  in  you,  and 
for  you,  and  give  him  the  glory,  to  whom  it  is 
due? 

IV.  I  Ihall  now  conclude  the  whole,  with  a  few 
directions  for  producing  and  preferving  this  pro¬ 
fitable  fenfe,  and  convidtion  of  fin.  And, 

*  7  ' 

i.  Let  me  beg  of  every  hearer,  the  ferious  con- 
fideration  of  himfelf,  and  his  ways.  Many  have 
no  fenfe  of  their  finfulnefs,  becaufe  they  have  no 


54 


WITHERSPOON. 


knowledge  of  themfelves  at  all ;  but  go  through 
the  world,  m  uninterrupted  thoughtleflhefs,  and 
unconcern.  Is  there  any  thing  of  greater  moment 
an  the  ftate  of  your  minds,  and  your  hope  to¬ 
wards  God  .  Inattention,  is  perhaps  a  more  uni— 
verfai  caufe  of  impiety,  than  high  handed,  and  ob- 
ftmate  profanity.  Would  you  but  ferioufly  consi¬ 
der  your  ways,  and  lay  to  heart  the  things  that  be¬ 
long  to  your  peace,  I  would  count  it  a  hopeful  cir¬ 
cumstance  ;  and  expect,  you  would  fpeedily  fee 

your  danger,  and  God  in  his  mercy  would  lead  you 
to  the  cure. 


2.  Give  yourfelves  much  to  reading,  and  hear¬ 
ing  the  word  of  God.  'I  he  entrance  of  his  word, 
giveth  light. — It  is  profitable  for  dodtrine,  for  re¬ 
proof^  and  correction  :  but  it  is  particularly  necefi- 
l'ary  for  convitlion  •  for  by  the  law  is  the  knowledge 
of  fin.  What  wonder,  ifthofe  who  never  open  a 
bible,  and  feldom  enter  into  the  houfe  of  God, 
Ihouid  be  ignorant  of  their  guilt  and  mifery  ?  The 
word  of  God  Shews  his  right  in  you,  pleads  his 
Caufe,  and  challenges  your  apoftacy.  It  is  exceed- 
ingly  rare  that  thofe  who  have  fairly  turned  their 
backs  upon  God  s  inititufed  worShip,  are  disturb¬ 
ed  in  their  fecurity  ;  out  are  fullered  to  lleep  on, 
till  they  Sleep  the  lleep  of  death.  But  it  freq  uent- 
1)  happens,  that  thofe  who  attend  ordinances, 
even  fiom  no  higher  principle  than  ctiriofity,  cuf- 
tom,  or  form,  find  that  the  word  of  God  is  a  fire 
and  hammar ,  that  breaketh  the  rock  in  pieces  * 
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that  it  is  quick  and  powerful,  /harper  than  any  two 
edged  /word,  piercing,  even  to  the  dividing  afunder  of 
foul  and  fpirit ,  and  joints  and  marrow,  and  is  a  dif- 
center  of  the  thoughts ,  and  intents  of  the  heart . 

3.  In  the  laft  place.  Let  me  befeech  you,  of¬ 
ten  to  feat  yourfelves,  in  the  immediate  pretence  of 
God,  or  rather,  frequently  to  recoiled:,  that  you. 
can  no  where  go  from  his  fpirit,  or  fly  from  his 
prefence.  There  is,  if  I  may  fpeak  fo,  a  light  and 
glory  in  the  prefence  of  God,  that  difcerns,  and 
dilclofes  the  works  of  darknefs.  We  may  often 
cxcufe,  or  palliate  our  conduct  to  men,  and  even 
hide  its  deformity  from  our  own  view,  when  we 
could  not  juftify  it  to  ourlelves,  if  we  reflected, 
that  it  is  open  and  manifef,  in  the  fight  of  God . — -If 
therefore  there  is  any  thing  in  your  practice,  which 
you  are  inclined  to  palliate,  and  apt  to  excufe — 
fuppofe,  you  were  Handing  at  the  judgment  feat  ot 
Chrift,  where  all  of  us  fhall  fhortly  be ;  and  think, 
whether  your  excufes  will  then  Hand  the  teft  of  his 
impartial  fearch. 

If  our  hearts  condemn  us  not,  God  is  greater 
than  our  hearts,  and  knoweth  all  things.  It  is 
therefore  the  duty,  and  intereft  of  every  finner,  to 
take  fhame  and  confunon  of  face  to  himfelf,  and 
apply  to  the  blood  of  fprinkling,  which  Jpeaketh  better 
things ,  than  the  blood  of  Abel . 
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The  SALVATION  of  SINNERS,  only  by  the 

BLOOD  of  JESUS. 
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ALEXANDER  MA CWHOR FER,  D.  D. 


Pallor  of  the  Firil  Prefoyterian  Church,  at  Newark,  Newjerfey. 


i  Co  r.  v.  7 . 

For  even  Chrift  our  paffover  is  facrificed  for  us* 

HERE  is  in  this  paffage  a  direct  allufion 


A  to  the  Jewifh  feaft,  or  facr ament,  called  the 
paffover;  and  to  the  method  of  obferving  it,  en¬ 
joined  by  God  at  its  original  inftitution.  The  in- 
ftitution  itfelf,  with  the  occafion  and  manner  oi 
obferving  it,  are  particularly  recorded  in  Exodus. 
The  whole  oeconomy  of  providence  towards  the 
Jewifh  nation,  efpecialiy,  from  the  time  they  firffc 
came  into  Egypt,  until  their  lettlement  in  the 
land  of  Canaan,  is  typical.  Their  Egyptian  bon-; 
dage  was  perhaps  intended  by  God,  to  fhadow 
forth  the  natural  ftate  of  man,  with  refpect  to  fpi- 
ritual  things  ;  and  their  miraculous  deliverance 
by  the  hand  of  Mofes,  clearly  pointed,  to  the  re-. 
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covery  of  fallen  fin  nets  by  Jefus  Chrift.  There  is 
no  conduct  of  Providence,  wherein  the  wifdom  of 
Cjod  fifines  with  more  glory  and  evidence,  than  in 
the  cxactnefs,  in  which  the  fpirit  of  the  New  Tef- 
tament,  anfwers  to  the  letter  of  the  Old ;  the  iha- 
dows  to  the  fubftance ;  the  figures  to  the  things 
prefigured  ;  and  the  types  to  the  antitypes.  He, 
who  will  humbly,  and  carefully  compare  them, 
w  ill  not  fail  of  obtaining  great  conviction,  and  in¬ 
formation,  with  regard  to  the  divinity  of  the  fcrip- 
tures ;  and  entire  fatisfadtion,  with  refpedi  to  moft 
of  thofe  points,  about  which,  the  Chriftian  world 
are  fo  much  divided.  The  Old  and  New  Teffa- 
ments  do  mutually  illuftrate  each  other.  The  Old 
wrould  not  be  equally  clear,  without  the  New :  the 
New,  in  many  parts,  would  be  dark  and  unintelli¬ 
gible,  without  the  Old.  Our  text  is  an  inftance 
of  the  truth  of  this  remark. 

What  fnould  we  be  able  to  make  of  this  New 
Teftament  dodtrine,  that  Chrift  is  our  paffbver ,  were 
it  not  for  the  light  and  affiftance  we  have  from  the 
Old  Teftament  ? — But  from  both,  we  eafily  learn, 
that  the  paffover  was  a  type  of  Jefus  Chrift :  it 
■was  intended  by  God  to  be  of  this  nature  and  ufe. 
The  pafchal  lamb  had  a  diredt  reference  to  Jefus,  as 
the  Lamb  of  God.  It  was  obferved  by  true  be¬ 
lievers  under  the  Old  Teftament  in  this  view : 
their  faith  beheld  Chrift  in  the  inftitution.  The 
Epiftle  to  the  Hebrews  tells  us,  that  by \ faith  Mofes 
kepi  the  pajfover,  and  the  fpr inkling  of  blood. 
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The  mod  eafy  method,  therefore,  of  explaining 
the  truth  contained  in  the  text,  will  be,  by  con- 
trailing  the  type,  and  the  antitype.  We  fhall  beft 
imderftand  what  we  are  taught,  when  Chrift  is  cal¬ 
led  our  pajfover,  by  attending  to  the  original  infti- 
tution  of  this  ordinance  among  the  Jews ;  and 
pointing  out  the  refemblance  it  bears,  to  Je/us 
Chrift  the  Mediator.  This  I  (hall  endeavor  to  do, 
in  the  following  particulars, 

I.  The  paffover  was  appointed,  when  God  was 
about  to  deftroy  all  the  firft-born  in  the  land  oi 
Egypt.1  They  were  all  doomed  to  deftru&ion  by 
the  divine  decree,  without  exception.  Mofes  de¬ 
clares  to  Pharaoh  :  Thus  faith  the  Lord ,  about  mid¬ 
night  >  I  will  go  out  into  the  midft  of  Egypt ,  and  all  the 
firft-born  in  the  land  of  Egypt  fhall  die ,  from  the  firft- 
born  of  Pharaoh  that  fttteth  on  the  throne ,  even  to  the 
firft-born  of  the  maid  fervant>  that  is  behind  the  mill \ 
and  all  firft-born  of  be  aft  s. 

On  this  awful  occafion  was  the  paffover  infti- 
tuted  by  God,  and  appointed  to  the  Ifraelites. 

In  like  manner,  Jefus  Chrift  was  appointed, 
when  all  the  human  race  were  by  the  fentence  of 
the  divine  law,  doomed  to  everlafting  deftrudlion, 
from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord ,  and  glory  of  his  power . 
Eternal  death  was  fixed,  as  the  demerit,  and  pu- 
nifhment  of  man's  violating  that  law,  under  which 
God  had  placed  him.  In  the  day  thou  eat  eft  thereof 
thou Jhalt  ftrely  die \ 
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The  head  of  the  human  race,  with  whom  God 
tran faded  for  himfelf  and  all  his  pofterity,  violated 
the  conflitution  eftabliihed  with  him,  and  ruined 
himfelf;  and  the  whole  race,  was  ruined  in,  and 
with  him.  They  all  finned,  and  became  guilty 
in  their  head  and  reprefentative.  By  one  man  fin 
entered  into  the  world ,  and  death  by  fin,  and  Jo  death 
faffed  upon  all  men ,  for  that  all  have  finned . 

On  tnis  occafion,  the  whole  race  of  mankind, 
through  all  their  generations,  were  doomed  by  the 
fentence  or  God  s  righteous  law,  to  everlafiing  per- 
{Iu.ojl  The  fentence  was  righteous:  the  doom 
was  juft  ;  and  it  would  have  been  infinitely  fit  in 
God,  to  have  executed  the  fame.  If  this  had  been 
done,  each  of  us  who  are  here  prefent,  would  have 
been  now  in  chains  of  eternal  darknefs  and  def« 
pair.  1  hat  this  would  be  the  event  of  man's  apofi- 
tacy,  was  no  doubt  expected  by  all  the  elect  An¬ 
gels.  They  had  feen  the  iflue  of  rebellion  in  the 
cafe  of  their  fallen  companions ;  and  if  they  could 
aigue  only  from  fade,  nomther  conclufion  could  be 

4isi>  . 

made  by  them,  than  thhdamnation  of  mankind* 

In  this  loft  and  ruined  condition  of  mankind, 
when  they  were  all  under  the  curfe,  and  expofed 
to  everlafting  deftrueftion,  Jefus  Chrift,  became  in 
the  appointment  of  God,  our  pafjover.  God  confti- 
tutecl  Adam  our  firft  covenant  head  ;  and  he  con- 
tf  irift,  our  fecond  covenant  head.  Adam's 
head fn ip  wajs  an  image  or  type  of  Chrift  s.  In  re- 
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grad  to  this  appointment,  Chrift  is  called  the  Lamb 
jlain ,  from  the  foundation  of  the  world. 

II.  The  paflover  was  originally  appointed,  as 
the  only  method,  for  the  Israelites'  efcaping  the 
deftruction,  God  intended  to  execute  on  the  Egyp¬ 
tians.  The  account  of  the  inftitution  renders  the 
obfervation  evident :  for  when  God  had  ordained 
the  folemnity,  and  the  manner  of  obferving  it,  he 
gives  the  following  reafon  of  the  ordinance. — For 
J  w ill  pafs  through  the  land  of  Egypt  this  night ,  and 
will  finite  all  the  ftrft-born  in  the  land  of  Egypt ,  both 
man  and  beafi  :  and  againft  all  the  Gods  of  Egypt ,  1 
will  execute  judgment :  I  am  the  Lord.  And  the  blood 
Jhall  be  to  you  a  token  on  the  houfes  where  you  are ,  and 
when  I  fee  the  blood ,  I  will  pafs  over  you>  and  the 
plague  Jhall  not  be  on  you  to  deftroy  you>  when  I finite 
the  land  of  Egypt . 

This  deftrucflion  of  the  Egyptians  was  figura¬ 
tive  :  the  method  appointed  to  the  Ifraelites  for 
•efcaping  this  deftruction,  was  alfo  figurative.  The 
former,  refpedted  the  effedl  of  God’s  wrath  for  fin, 
in  the  eternal  damnation  of  finners  ;  the  latter,  the 
-only  way  of  deliverance  from  this  milery.  Ac¬ 
cordingly  Jefus  Chrift  is  our  paflover,  as  by  him 
onlyy  can  we  efcape  the  wrath  and  curfe  of  God, 
due  to  us  for  lin — He  is  ordained  of  God  for  this 
purpofe.  He  is  the  wifdom  and  power  of  God  to 
falvation,  to  every  one  that  believeth.  There  is 
no  name  but  Chrift’s,  by  which  finners  can  be  fav- 
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ed.  There  is  no  poffibility  of  efcaping  the  wrath 
of  God,  but  b»  him.  In  vain,  is  falvation  hoped, 
or  fought  for  in  other  ways ;  from  the  hills  and 
from  the  mountains,  from  this,  or  from  that  courfe ; 
for  Jefus  Chrift  is  the  true  and  only  pajjover.  Vain 
aie  the  attempts  or  guilty,  affrighted  mortals,  to 
avert  tne  impending  vengeance.  All  the  various 
inventions  and  practices  of  a  mind,  difiradted  with 
the  guilt  of  fin  and  dread  of  hell,  are  but  as  ftub- 
ble  before  the  devouring  flame.  And  he  who  has 
never  felt  this  truth,  has  never  yet  fied  to  the  only 
ark  of  Jafety,  from  divine  vengeance.  The  wrath 
of  God  abideth  on  him  :  and  his  jealoufy  will  fmoke 
againfi  that  man.  And  uniefs  the  eyes  of  fuch  a 
finner  be  foon  opened,  to  fee  himfelf,  and  God, 
and  Chrift,  in  a  manner  that  he  never  has ;  in  a 
manner,  that  flra.ll  fjake  down  ail  his  prefent  hopes 
and  confidences  to  the  foundation ,  the  Itorms  of  God’s 
unquenchable  fury  will  quickly  do  it.  The  hail 
Jhall  fzveep  away  the  refuge  of  lies ,  and -the  waters 
overflow  the  hiding  place.  Hear  this,  ye  that  for¬ 
get  God  :  hear  this,  ye  that  compafs  yourfelves  a- 
bout  with  fparks  of your  own  kindling:  ye  ihall  have 
this  at  God’s  hands  ;  ye  Jhall  he  down  in  forrow  ! 
Get  no  finner  blejs  himfelf  in  bis  heart  when  he  hear- 
eth  the  words  of  this  curfe :  faying,  I  Jhall  have 
peace,  though  I  walk  in  the  imagination  of  mine  heart. 
Let  no  finner  behave  himfelf  proudly.  God  hath 
faid  it,  and  he  will  perform.  Were  it  the  threat- 
ning  of  a  Man,  or  Angel,  you  might  defy  his  mi- 
jiaces  :  but  the  Lien  of  the  tribe  of  Judah  bath  roar- 
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edy  zvbo  zvill  not  fear  f—The  Lord  God  hath  fpokcn  : 
who  can  hut  prophecy  ? 

III.  The  Ifraeltics  were  as  liable  to  the  threaten¬ 
ed  defixudiion,  as  the  Egyptians,  as  to  any  thing  in 
themfelves,  or  belonging  to  them,  which  diftin- 
guiflied  them,  as  a  ground  of  pre-eminence,  or 
reafon  of  exemption  from  the  common  ruin.  This 
remark  is  obvious,  from  the  account  of  the  pafchal 
inftitution.  The  nature  of  the  paffover  fuppofeth 
the  truth  of  this  obfervation ;  that  there  was  no¬ 
thing  in  the  Jew,  confidered  inhimfelf \  to  diftinguifli 
him  from  the  Egyptian.  The  one  was  no  more 
worthy  of  favor  than  the  other.  The  Ifraelites. 
confidered  in  themfelves,  as  much  merited  de- 
ftruction,  as  the  Egyptians.  There  was  nothing 
marked  out  the  one  for  favor,  more  than  the  other: 
but  the  fovereign  God  made  the  difference,  and 
appointed  the  fign  of  diftindtion.  Thus  it  is  in 
the  cafe  of  every  finner  faved  by  jefus  Chrifl.  He 
fees  nothing  in  himfelf,  from  firft  to  laft,  to  dif- 
tinguifh,  or  recommend  him  to  the  favor  of  God, 
above  the  vilefi:  monfter  that  walks  the  earth* 
This  is  the  fincere  and  undiflembled  language  of 
his  heart  through  the  whole  courfe  of  his  life,  after 
he  has  become  acquainted  with  the  truth.  *  Why 
me  Lord ? — Why  was  I  taken  and  another  left  ? 
Why  was  I  diftinguilhed  from  the  moft  tormented 
wretch  that  is  now  in  hell  ?  Why  was  God’s  grace 
beftowed  on  me  ?  Why  have  I  a  part  in  Chrift 
granted  me,  while  fo  many  others,  who  I  am  fure. 
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arc  not  worfe  in  themfelves  than  I  am,  if  fo  had, 
me  fuirered  to  peri fh  in  rejecting  him?'  He  can 
iiiici  no  manner  of  reafon  for  this  diftindtion,  but, 
h'u€ri  Jo  Father  for  Jo  it  Jeemed  good  in  thyjght. — - 
IV here  is  boajting  then  ?  It  is  excluded .  By  what 
law?  oj works  ?  Nay ,  but  by  the  law  ojjaith. 

Did  not  the  fovereign  God  make  the  difference 
between  the  firft-born  oflfrael,  and  the  firft-born 
of  Pharaoh  ?  Was  not  fovereign  mercy,  greatly 
aifplayed,  in  faving  the  one,  while  the  other 
was  flain ;  when  both  in  themfelves  were  equally 
liable  to  deftrucnon  ?  So,  fovereign  grace  through 
Jems  Chrift,  fhines  with  infinite  luftre,  in  faving 
feme  finners  from  eternal  mifery ;  while  others  are 
left  to  perifn  in  their  iniquities ;  who  by  nature 
were  not  worfe  than  they.  And  thus  the  faint, 
from  his  converfion,  to  the  day  of  his  death,  has 
continual  conviction,  that  the  whole  of  his  faiva- 
tion,  is  owing  to  the  moj  Jree  Javor,  and  unmerited 
grace . 

IV.  The  killing  of  the  pafchal  lamb,  was  not 
fufficient  to  fave  them  from  the  ftroke  of  the  clef- 
troying  Angel,  unlefs  the  polls  and  Unties  of  the 
doors  were  fprinkled  with  its  blood.  This  was  of 
efiTential  confequence.  This  was  the  great  thing 
to  be  done,  after  killing  the  lamb,  in  order  to  have 
any  benefit  from  the  infiitution.  The  whole 
tranfadhon  was  ufelefs,  in  neglect  of  this  circum- 
fiance.  If  the  blood  was  not  thus  fprinkled,  they 
were  equally  expofed  to  ruin,  as  if  no  part  of  the 
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inftitution  had  been  complied  with.  Though 
they  had  killed  the  palfover,  had  eaten  of  it,  and 
ohferved  the  inftituted  feaft,  yet  all  would  be  of 
no  avail  to  fave  them  from  the  deftroyer,  if  the 
blood zv as  not  fpr inkle d  on  the  doors .  Thus  it  is  with 
refpedl  to  Jefus  Chrift,  the  true  paffover.  He  has 
been  flain,  as  the  Lamb  of  God,  who  iaketh  away 
the  fins  of  the  world — His  blood  has  been  Died. 
He  poured  out  his  foul  unto  death.  He  offered 
himfelf  a  facrifice,  an  offering  of  fweet  fmelling 
favor  unto  God,  and,  by  his  own  blood,  hath  enter¬ 
ed  into  the  holieft  of  all.  Rut  this  will  be  of  no 
avail  to  us  if  we  are  not  fprinkled  with  it.  With¬ 
out  this,  the  death  of  Chrift  will  have  no  falutary 
efteeft  with  regard  to  us.  The  cafe  will  be  even¬ 
tually  the  fame  to  us  as  if  Chrift  had  never  died* 

Chrift  will  profit  us  nothing.  His  death  will.not 
fave  us  from  death. 

Let  it  therefore  be  folemnly  attended  to,  that 
the  {bedding  of  Chrift/s  blood  will  be  of  no  avail 
to  your  falvation,  unlefs  you  be  fprinkled  with  it. 
This  is  the  true  blood  of  fprinkling,  that  can  di¬ 
vert  the  ftroke  of  juftice  ;  that  can  purge  the  con- 
fcience  from  dead  works,  and  from  the  guilt  of  fin, 
when  the  overfl  owing  four ge Jhall  pa fs  through.  The 
iprinkling  of  the  blood  of  Jefus  is  the  only  de¬ 
fence  againft  the  wrath  of  God.  Happy  the  foul 
¥  ho,  when  God  fliall  rife  to  judgment,  will  be 
found  fprinkled  with  this  blood,  which  fpcaketh 
better  things  than  the  blood  of  Abel.  Rut  indig¬ 
nation  and  wrath ,  tribulation  and  anguifo  to  every  one., 
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that  is  then  found  unfprinkled  with  the  blood  of 
Jefus. 

Flow  it  Rands  with  you,  my  hearers,  in  regard  to 
this  matter,  becomes  you  earneftl,  to  Jqui  “ 
It  is  of  more  importance  to  you,  than  all  the  ether 
affairs  of  life  befides.  And  yet,  perhaps,  there  is 
not  a  few  in  this  affembly,  who  never  made  it  any 
pau  of  your  care,  in  ail  your  lives,  and  to  this  mo¬ 
ment  are  entirely  carelefs  about  it.  Alas  !  what 
hath  bewitched  you,  that  you  lhould  not  flee  from 
the  wrath  to  come  ?  What  will  you  do,  w  hen  God 
fhall  whet  his  glittering  fword,  and  his  hand  fnall 
take  hold  on  vengeance  ?  If  you  are  never  fprink- 
led  with  the  blood  of  Jefus,  the  juftice  of  God  will 
avenge  itfelf  in  your  blood, 

%  ■  .  *  •  .  i 

V.  It  was  not  the  aft  of  the  Ifraelites,  in 
Sprinkling  the  blood  of  the  lamb  on  the  polls,  and 
Unties  of  their  doors,  that  God  had  refped  to, 
when  he  palled  them  over,  while  he  dellroyed  the 
Egyptians.  It  was  not,  I  fay,  their  ad  or  obedi¬ 
ence  that  God  looked  at,  and  on  account  of  which 
he  (pared  them  :  but  it  was  the  blood  itfelf,  to  which 
he  had  refped,  and  on  account  of  which  hepaffed 
them  by. — 1  he  blood  feen  on  the  polls  of  their 
doors,  was  the  thing  which  fecured  them  from  def- 
trudion,  and  to  which  God  had  an  exclufive  refpecl , 
when  he  went  through  the  land,  deflroying  all  the 

firlt-born  ol  the  Egyptians,  and  palling  over  the 
Ifraelites. 
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Thus  is  the  matter  reprefented  in  the  above 
cited  chapter.  And  the  blood  /ball  be  to  yon  for  a 
token  upon  the  houfes  zvhere  you  are ,  and  when  I  fee  the 
blood,  I  will  pafs  over you ,  and  the  plague  J ball  not  be 
upon  you  to  deftroy  you3  when  I  finite  the  land  of  Egypt . 
And  again-*—  When  the  Lord  feeth  the  blood  on  the 
Untie  and  on  the  two  fide  pofts}  the  Lord  will  pafs  over 
the  door3  and  will  not  fuffer  the  dejlroyer  to  come  in  to 
finite  you. — Hence  you  fee,  the  blood  is  the  only 
thing,  to  which  God  had  refped  in  fparing  them 
from  deftrudiom 

Thus  exactly  Hands  the  cafe,  with  refped  to  Jefus 
Chrift  the  true  paffover.  This  blood  of  the  pafchal 
lamb  reprefented  the  blood  of  Chrift,  and  the  fprink- 
ling  thereof  prefigured  the  fprinklingof  the  blood 
of  jefus.  What  God  had  refped  to  in  the  figure, 
when  he  palled  by  the  Ifraelites,  to  that  he  has  ref¬ 
ped  in  the  fubftancc,  when  he  pafieth  by  guilty 
finners,  and  faves  them  from  deferved  deftrudion 
forever.  Thefe  things  teach  us  diredly,  what  God 
has  refped  to  w7hcn  he  pardons  penitent  finners, 
and  bellows  falvationupon  them.  It  is  not  to  any 
thing  in  them  he  has  regard,  as  the  reafon  of  his 
acquitting  them  from  condemnation.  It  is  not 
for  their  obedience,  their  faith,  or  any  tMng  in 
them  whatever,  but  entirely ,  and  exclufivelygio r  the 
fake  of  the  blood  of  Chrift.  It  is  this  alone  God 
has  refped  to,  in  jollifying  thofe  that  believe. 
The  cafe  is  here  as  it  was  with  the  Israelites  :  it 
\vas  the  blood  of  the  lamb  fprinkled  on  the  doors 


oi  the  latter,  to  which  God  folely  had  refpeft  and 
fpared  them :  it  is  to  the  blood  of  Chrift,  God  en¬ 
tirely  has  refpedl,  in  the  juftifkation  of  the  former. 


This  likewife  teaches  us  to  what  we  are  to  have 
refpeci',  as  the  only  ground  of  our  acceptance  with 
God  :  for  we  rauil  have  regard  to  the  fame  thing 
in  ex-petting  jujiification ,  which  God  has  in  grant¬ 
ing  it.  We  muft  have  refped  to  Chrift’s  merit 
and  righteoufnefs  e xclufively ;  not  to  our  obedience, 
our  faith,  repentance,  or  any  thing  elfe  as  the 
pleadable  matter  of  our  acceptance,  or  the  reafon 
and  ground  of  our  pardon. 


I  am  particular  here,  mv  brethren,  becaufe  I 
know  your  life  is  in  it.  If  you  miftake  the  ground 
of  acceptance  with  God,  ydl  are  ruined.  If  you 
place  your  obedience,  or  any^ds  or  works  of  your 
own,  in  the  room  of  Chrift’s  righteoufnefs,  you 
muft  perilh.  Thofe,  ’who  go  afyout  to  eftabliflj  their 


own  righteoufnefs,  fubmit  not  to  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  : 

and  thofe,  who  fubmit  not  tofthe  righteoufnefs  of 

___  m 

God  in  the  Gofpel,  muft  pe¥fh  forever.  It  is  to 
the  righteoiifnefs  of  the  Gofpel  God  has  refpeci, 
in  j u ft. i tying  believing  tinners  ;  and  it  is  to  this, 
you  ham  refpeci  entirely,  if  you  are  true  believers : 
for  it  is  the  nature  of  evangelical  faith,  to  look  to 
Chrift1  s  righteoufnefs  only. 


A  perfuafion  that  this  is  the  only  thing  that  can 
recommend  a  tinner  to  God,  accounting  all  things 
elfe  but  drofs  and  dung  with  regard  to  this  mat- 


MACW  II  ORTER, 


69 

ter,  are  infeparable  concomitants  of  true  faith;  or* 

I  may  fay,  belong  to  the  very  nature  of  it. 

VI.  All  were  faved  from  deftrucftion,  on  whofe 
doors  the  blood  of  the  lamb  was  fprinkled,  while 
the  plague  fwept  oft  the  Egyptians  all  around  them* 

While  the  firft-bornof  the  Egyptians  were  flail* 
by  thoufands,  the  Ifraelites  were  fafe,  and  no  harm 
happened  to  them — the  wrath  of  God,  the  pefti- 
knee  that  walketh  in  darknefs  came  not  nigh  them. 

Thus,  fhall  all  thofe  be  faved  from  deftrudtU 
on,  who  are  fprinkled  with  the  blood  of  Jefus 
the  true  paffover.  There  is  now  no  wrath  abid¬ 
ing  on  them,  nor  any  vengeance  in  referve. 
When  God  feeth  this  blood  on  them,  he  will 
pafs  over  them.  He  will  fpare  them  as  a  man 
ipareth  his  own  foil.  This  blood  will  never  loofe 
its  efficacy,  nor  power  with  God.  It  is  of  a  Jweei 
fuelling  favor  to  him.  This  is  the  apoftolic  lan¬ 
guage  to  exprefs  its  acceptablenefs  to  God.  Great 
is  the  delight  which  the  Lord  God  Almighty 
takes  in  receiving  thofe  to  favor,  who  are  fprink- 
led  with  this  blood. 

I  muff  not  enter  further  into  this  fubjett  at 
prefent.  Many  ftriking  inffances  of  refemblance 
between  the  typical  and  true  paffover  yet  remain: 
but  left  I  fhould  be  tedious,  I  muft  omit  them  at 
this  time,  and  conclude  with  fome  improvement* 

i 

I.  Flow  illuftrious  the  wifdom,  and  how  diftin-* 
guifhing  the  grace  and  love  of  God  in  our  falvatf* 
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on !  Behold  what  infinite  love,  that  God  Jhould  fo 
love  the  voorld}  as  to  give  his  only  begotten  Son ,  that 
whofoever  believe  lb  on  him  might  not  'perijh ,  but  have 
everlajiing  life :  tnat  God  fhould  fend  his  own  Son  in¬ 
to  the  world,  that  we  might  not  perifh  who  believe 
on  him  :  tnat  God  s  eternal  Son  fhould  be  made  a 
fervant,  that  we  might  be  made  the  fons  of  God  : 
that  he  fhould  be  made  fin  that  we  might  be  made 
righteous :  that  he  fhould  die,  that  we  might  live; 
that  he  fhould  fuffer  the  curie  of  the  law  and  the 
punifhment  of  fin,  that  we  might  be  delivered 
from  the  curfe,  and  redeemed  from  puniihmeftt: 
that  his  blood  fhould  be  (lied,  that  by  the  fprink- 
ling  of  it,  we  might  be  delivered  from  eternal  def- 
trudlion :  that  he  fhould  beourpafibver,andthat  the 
vengeance  fhould  light  on  him,  that  was  due  to  us, 
are  indeed  myfteries  of  grace,  and  arguments  of 
love,  which  pafs  all  underftanding.  They  ought 
never  to  be  thought  of  by  us,  but  with  rapture  and 
aftonifhment.  When  we  confider,  who  it  was 
that  condefcended  thus ;  not  an  Angel,  but  the 
Lord  of  Angels ;  not  fome  exalted  creature  lifted 
up  in  excellency  and  dignity  far  above  us ;  but  the 
Creator,  God  over  all  blejjed  forever .  Who  but  is 
loft  in  fweet  furprife,  and  humble  adoration  ! 

This  grace  of  God  is  fo  inconceivably  great, 
that  the  faints,  during  their  abodes  in  thefe  taber¬ 
nacles,  cannot  bear  any  great  view  of  it.  It  would 
difiblve  their  frame :  it  exceeds  our  utmoft 
thoughts. 
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When  we  confider  for  whom  Chrift  fuffered  and 
died ;  for  creatures,  mean,  and  infignificant  crea¬ 
tures  ;  for  rebellious  creatures,  incapable  of  ever 
being  profitable  to  him :  in  the  eternal  rejection 
of  whom,  his  juilice  would  have  lhone  with  a  con- 

fpicuous  ray,  and  been  admired  by  all  the  choirs 
above. 

\  v  ell  may  we  break  out  in  the  language  of  afto- 
nilliment,  overborn  with  the  grace  of  God,  What 
manner  of  love  is  this  /—well  hath  God  faid —My 

ways  are  not  like  your  ways ,  nor  my  thoughts  as  your 
thoughts. 


Who  is  not  by  fuch  a  difplay  convinced,  that  the 
Gufpel  is  not  a  cunningly  devifed fable ;  but  an  amaz¬ 
ing,  and  glorious  difplay  of  the  nature  and  perfec¬ 
tions  of  God  ?  How  wonderful,  howgodiike  is  the 
work  of  redemption !  It  feems  to  exceed  the  works  of 
Creation,  although  thefe  fhew  forth  the  divine  pow¬ 
er  and  godhead ;  even  as  the  light  of  the  fun,  ex¬ 
ceeds  that  of  a  faint  and  languid  flar. 


II  As  we  are  here  taught,  that  tmlefs  we  are 
fpnnkled  with  the  blood  of  Jefus,  his  death  and 
atonement  will  finally  be  of  no  avail  to  us:  we 
ought  to  enquire,  my  brethren,  with  all  diligence 
w  ether  we  are  fprinkled  with  this  blood,  yea  or 
nay .  This  is  the  only  blood  that  fpeaketh  better 
things  than  the  blood  of  Abel.  If  you  arc  not 
punkled  with  it,  and  die  thus,  better  you  had  ne¬ 
ver  been  born.  Oh !  therefore,  look  into  this  mat- 
s  Jou  your  own  flilvation  enquire 
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into  it*  As  you  would  not  be  forever  rejected  of 
God,  fee  to  it,  that  the  blood  of  Chrift  be  upon  you— 
You  have  an  example  before  you  of  the  certain 
confequence  of  being  without  this  blood  fprink- 
led  on  you,  in  the  deftruCtion  of  the  Egyptians. 
They  are  enfamples  unto  us.  Wherefore,  my  dear 
hearers,  look  into  your  own  hearts  and  lives  to  day ; 
and  let  the  Angle  enquiry  which  you  make  at  your 
own  conferences,  be  thus,  with  each  one:  (Am  I 
fprinkled  with  the  blood  of  Jefus,  or  not  ?  Have  I 
ever  been  effectually  convinced  of  my  loft,  and  un¬ 
done  eftate  by  nature,  and  practice  ?  Have  I  ever 
feen  the  exceeding  great  evil,  and  defer t  of  fin  ? 
Has  fin  ever  been  imbittered  to  my  foul,  fo  that 
I  have  been  pricked  at  my  heart,  and  made  to  cry 
out.  What  /ball  I  do  to  be  JaveiV 

Have  you,  my  audience,  ever  feen  that  it  would 
be  juft  in  God  tocaftyou  off  forever,  and  have 
your  hearts  funk,  and  fainted  under  the  view  ? 
Have  you  felt  yourfelves  without  ftrength  to  make 
atonement  for  your  crimes  ?  and  have  you  been 
filled  with  unfeigned  forrow  and  grief  that  you 
have  finned  againft  God,  and  broken  his  law  ? — * 
And  have  you  with  your  whole  hearts,  under  thefe 
views,  renounced  all  your  own  right eouj, heft-,  as  fil¬ 
thy  rags ;  and  refted  your  guilty  fouls,  naked,  and 
wretched  as  they  are,  upon  a  crucified  Jefus  ?  Do 
you  fee  the  value,  the  infinite  value  oi  his  blood 
to  make  atonement  for  your  fins  ?  Is  Chrift,  his 
jightcoufnefs,  and  the  way  of  falvation  through 
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him,  what  ravifties,  charms  and  rejoices  your  fouls  ? 
And  are  you  depending  on  him  continually,  for  all 
needed  grace  and  ftrength,  to  enable  you  to  dis¬ 
charge  the  duties  which  you  owe  to  God,  and  your 
neighbor  ? — Oh  !  my  brethren,  examine yourfelves> 
try  your  own  [elves. 

\  ) 

I  hole  of  you  who  have  fcriptural  evidences  to 
hope  that  you  are  fprinkled  with  the  blood  of  Jc- 
fus,  how  bleffed  are  you  !  How  happy  is  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  true  believers!  God  will  certainly  pafsover 
you,  when  he  anfes  to  judgment.  He  has  given 
you  full  a  durance  ot  this  already  in  the  figure i  and 
ne  will  foon  do  it  in  reality .  Let  not  your  hearts 
oc  trouDled,  O  Chriftians,  the  deitroying  Angel 
ihall  not  come  nigh  you  !  Believe  in  God,  he  abi¬ 
ded!  faithful,  and  that  you  might  have  the  ftrong- 
eft  coniolation,  he  hatn  added  his  oath  to  his  pro-* 
mife.  God  willing  more  abundantly  to  fhezv  unto  the 
uen  s  of  pi  o,nife%  the  immutability  of  bis  council ,  con- 
fi  med  it  by  an  oath :  that  by  tzvo  immutable  things ,  in 
which  it  was  impojfible  for  God  to  lie ,  we  might  have 
"firong  canfolation  who  have  fled  for  refuge >  to  lay  hold 
on  the  hope  fet  before  us. 

Perhaps  your  own  vilenefs  and  wretch edneft 
affright  you  :  you  fec  fo  little  to  diftinguifti  you  as 
objefls  of  favor ;  fo  much,  to  renderyou  objects  of 
^riath;  that  you  cannot  think  you  have  any  part 
in  the  bieffednefs  here  Ipoken  of.  But  remember 
that  what  makes  you  acceptable,  is  the  blood  of 
ipnnkling- — Chrift  is  made  of  God  unto  you 
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wifdom ,  and  righteoufnefsy  and  fan  cl  if  cat  ion  y  and  re¬ 
demption.  This  is  the  grace  wherein  you  ftand, 
and  wherein  you  are  accepted. 

But  thofe,  who  never  felt  the  powerful  influence 
of  this  method  of  falvation,  may  objed ;  that  this 
dodrine  leads  to  licentioufnefs.  Nay,  my  brethren, 
no  doctrine  has  a  flronger  operation  the  contrary 
way.  No  dodrine  has  a  more  powerful  effed  to 
purify  the  heart,  to  animate  to  diligence  in  good 
works,  than  falvation  by  free  grace;  than  ac¬ 
ceptance  before  God >folely  by  the  fprinkling  of  the 
blood  ol  Jefus.  The  real  belief  of  this  dodtrine, 
is  the  only  abiding  fpring  of  holy  obedience — 
Saith  not  the  Apoltle  ?  ! The  love  of  drift  conftrain- 
eth  us. 

O  Chriftians !  be  perfuaded  to  maintain  a  pow¬ 
erful  fenfe  of  gofpel  grace ;  and  that  it  is  only  by 
the  blood  of  fprinkling,  you  are  diftinguifhed  as 
objeds  of  divine  acceptance.  This  is  the  fureft 
road  to  peace  and  comfort.  And  by  this  blood 
you  fhall  enter  into  the  holieft  of  all :  the  everlaft- 
ing  doors  of  glory  will  be  opened  to  you,  and  you 
fhall  be  introduced  into  eternal  felicity,  by  this 
Jefus,  with  whofe  blood  you  are  fprinkled  ;  faying. 
Come , ye  blejjed  of  my  Father >  inherit  the  kingdom  pre¬ 
pared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of  the  world . — But 
are  there  not  fome  in  this  affembly,  who  have  full 
convidions  of  judgment,  that  you  have  never  been 
fprinkled  with  this  peace -fpcakingy  and  life-giving 
blood  ? — Who  have  never  fled  to  jefus  for  refuge^ 
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from  the  ftorms  of  divine  vengeance  ?  Who  have 
not  the  door-pofts  of  your  hearts  fprinkled  ?  Be 
allured,  O  Sinners !  that  the  deftroying  Angel  will 
enter  into  your  fouls  and  fmite  you,  and  leave  you 
neither  root  nor  branch.  You  fhall  be  fwept  away 
by  the  torrent  of  divine  wrath,  if  you  thus  conti¬ 
nue,  when  God  fhall  defeend  ao  judgment.  No¬ 
thing  can  fecure  you  from  the  utmofl  deftruttion* 
if  you  continue  to  undervalue  fo  great  a  facrifice 
as  the  Lamb  of  God.  Of  how  much  for er  punifh - 
ment , fup p oj e  ye,  fhall  he  be  thought  worthy ,  who  hath 
trodden  under  foot  the  Son  of  God,  and  hath  counted  the 
blood  of  the  covenant ,  wherewith  he  was  fanffijicd,  an 
unholy  thing ,  and  done  defpite  to  the  fpirit  of  grace  ? 
It  is  dreadful,  O  Sinners!  to  have  this  facrifice 
fmoking  againit  you,  and  the  blood  of  Chrift  cal¬ 
ling  for  vengeance,  inftead  of  mercy,  upon  your 
devoted  heads.  O,  be  warned  to  flee  from  the 
wrath  to  come  !  for  when  the  midnight  cry  of  E- 
gypt  arifes,  it  will  then  be  too  late !  Wherefore* 
now  is  the  accepted  time ,  now  is  the  day  of  fahation . 
Oh  Sinners  !  lay  hold  on  the  blood  of  fjprinkling. 
Hearken  to  the  invitations  of  Chrift  Jefus.  Hoy 
every  one  that  thirjieth ,  come  ye  to  the  waters ,  and  who - 
foever  will ,  let  him  come ,  and  partake  of  the  waters  of 
life  freely — The  fpirit  and  the  bride  fay ,  come  -  and 
that  we  may  all  come,  and  be  fprinkled  with  this 
foul-faving  blood,  may  God  of  his  infinite  mercy 
grant,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord.  Amen* 
and  Amen. 
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2 loe  intlunces  of  God,  as  a  Sun,  the  great  conso¬ 
lation  of  his  People. 

B  Y 

ALEXANDER  MACIVHO REER,  D.  D. 

Pallor  of  the  Firfl  Prefbyterian  Church,  at  Newark,  New-Jerfey- 


PSALMS  Ixxxiv.  II. 

For  the  Lord  God  is  a  Sun . 


HPHESE  words  Hand  here,  as  a  reafon  of  the 
^  PfalmifPs  declaration  in  the  preceding  verfc, 
that  one  dayfpent  in  the  boufe  of  Gody  that  is,  in  an 
attendance  on  his  ordinances,  was  better  than  a 
ihoufand:  that  he  would  rather  hold  the  lowejt  place 
in  God’s  houfe,  and  thus  enjoy  the  privileges  of  his 
public  worfhip,  than  dwell  in  tents  of  wickednefs, 
or  enjoy  the  utmoft  pleafures  of  fin.  The  reafon 
of  this  preference,  is  refolved  into  this  confidera- 
tion,  that  the  Lord  God  is  a  Sun . 

This  view  of  the  words  in  their  connection, 
ferves  to  fhew  us,  wherein  confifts  the  true  excel¬ 
lency  and  advantage  of  the  inftituted  ordinances 
oi  divine  worfhip  \  and  the  true  reafon,  of  the  high 
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efteem,  all  good  men,  without  exception,  have  of 
them;  their  great  refpect,  and  love  to  them;  their 
care  and  diligence  in  attending  them:  God  is  in 
them ,  as  a  Sun. 

As  the  natural  fun,  by  his  influences,  enlightens, 
and  revives  every  living  thing;  fo  God,  in  his  or¬ 
dinances,  enlightens,  and  revives  the  hearts  of  his 
people :  fhining  into  their  minds,  and  giving  them 
the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  his  Glory,  in  the 
perfon  of  Jefus  Chrift — {bedding  abroad  his  love 
in  their  hearts,  and  granting  them  that  peace,  which 
pajfeth  all  underjlanding. 

But  if  weconfider  the  words  in  a  more  independ¬ 
ent  view,  they  teach  us,  that  God  is  to  good  men, 
what  the  fun,  by  its  influences,  is  to  the  natural 
world.  Who  is  ignorant  of  the  high  importance 
of  the  natural  fun?  This  heavenly  luminary  forms 
our  day;  difperfes  the  gloomy  horrors  of  the  night, 
and  fheds  fertility,  light  and  joy,  through  every 
part  of  our  fyflem.  Without  it,  all  nature  would 
be  one  frozen  mafs;  neither  life,  nor  vegetation, 
nor  fruitfulnefs  would  appear. 

Now',  when  God  is  reprefented  by  the  beautiful 
and  ftriking  image  of  a  Sun,  with  regard  to  his  in¬ 
fluences  and  agency,  towards  thofe  who  walk  up¬ 
rightly,  who  can  help  perceiving,  how  fupreme, 
and  fenflble  a  bleffing,  his  exiftence  and  commu¬ 
nications  are,  in  their  experience,  and  eftimate? 

As  the  natural  fun  is  the  fountain  of  light ;  fheds 
joy  and  gladnefs  through  the  animal  and  vegetable 
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kingdoms;  and  caufes  our  earth  to  teem,  with  all 
its  rich  variety  of  fruits,  fo,  the  Sun  o t  Righteouf- 
nefs,  the  true,  and  eternal  God  is  all  this,  and 
more  than  this,  in  his  communications  to  his  peo¬ 
ple.  He  communicates  fpiritual  light  to  their 
minds — infufes  joy  and  gladnefs  into  their  hearts, 
and  renders  them  fruitful,  in  every  branch  of 
goodnefs. 

I.  God  is  a  Sun,  as  he  communicates  fpiritual 
light  to  his  people. 

There  may  he  faid  to  be  three  kinds  of  light— 
phyfical — intellectual — and  fpiritual — or,  the  light  of 
this  zvorld , — the  light  of  reafon ,  and  the  light  of  the 
Spirit  of  God.  Each  ofthefe  differs  from  the  other 
in  its  nature.  There  is  as  real  a  difference  between 
intellectual,  and  fpiritual  light,  as  there  is  between 
intellectual,  and  phyfical,  or  the  light  of  the  fun. 
The  former  agree,  in  many  more  refpeffs,  than 
the  latter ;  but  there  is  no  fuch  agreement,  as  ren¬ 
ders  them,  of  the  fame  nature  and  kind.  This  dif¬ 
ference  will  farther,  appear  in  the  fequel. 

The  natural  condition  of  the  human  mind,  fince 
the  fall  of  Adam,  is  a  ftate  of  darknefs,  and  blind- 
nefs.  When  man  apoftatized,  he  loft  that  fpirit- 
ual  fenfe,  whereby  he  was  capable  of  difeerning 
fpiritual  objects:  the  image  of  God  forfook  his 
heart,  and  lo,  no  longer  "was  he  captivated  with 
the  beauties  of  holiuefs.  The  foul  now  remains 
in  fpiritual  darkneis,  until  the  divine  image,  or  fpi¬ 
ritual  fenfe  be  reftored ;  which  is  done  by  the  ope,. 
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ration  ol  the  Spirit  of  God  in  the  work  of  regent 
ration.  This  teaches  us  the  great  propriety  of  thofe 
icripture  pnrafes,  where  natural  men  are  reprefent- 
ed,  as  not  difcermng Spiritual  things  ;  as  having  their 
minds  darkened;  being  ignorant ,  blind  and  dead.— 
Thefe  expidlions  can,  by  no  means,  be  underflood 
to  mean  the  want  of  intellectual  light,  or  the  light 
of  reafon ;  for  were  we  to  underftand  them  in  this 
refpeCt,  they  really  carry  the  matter  fo  far  as  to  fig- 
nify,  that  the  light  of  reafon  was  not  only  impair¬ 
ed,  but  utterly  iof!  and  extinguished:  wherefore 
this  cannot  be  the  feripture  fenfe.  But  if  we  un¬ 
derhand  tnem  as  expreffions  of  the  want  of  spirit¬ 
ual  light  then  they  are  perfectly  true  and  proper: 

The  whole  world  lieth  in  darknefs:  Having  the  un- 
derji an  ding  darkened ;  being  alienated,  from  the  life  of 
God,  through  the  ignorance  that  is  in  them,  becaufe  of 
the  blindnefs  of  their  hearts . 

Spiritual  light  is  wholly  extinguifhed  by  the  fall* 
and  hence  is  there  fomuch  darknefs,  ignorance  and 
confufion,  even  in  fpeculation,  with  regard  to  di¬ 
vine  things.  That  the  world  is  full  of  darknefs,  re- 
fpeCting  Cjrod,  his  perfections  and  kingdom,  is  a 
matter  which  cannot  be  denied:  and  this  dark¬ 
nefs  mu  ft  be  occafioned,  either  by  fomething  in 
God,  or  by  his  concealment  of  himfelf,  or  by  the 
I°is  o*  a  fpiritual  underftanding  amonglt  men. — - 
But  this  blindnefs  doth  not  arife  from  any  thing  in 
God,  as  if  he  were  darknefs;  for  God  is  light ,  and 
tn  mm  there  is  no  darknefs  at  all:  nor  does  it  pro¬ 
ceed  from  any  concealment  of  himfelf,  fo  that  we 


I 


M  ACWHORTER,  Si 

cannot  behold  him  by  reafon  of  it.  This  was  ne¬ 
ver  true  in  itfelf  at  any  time,  however  great  and  pal¬ 
pable  the  darknefs  of  mens  minds  have  been  with 
regard  to  God;  but  it  is  lefs  true  under  the  Gofpel 
difpenfation  than  ever;  for  the  true  light  now 
fhineth,  and  God  hath  eminently  manifcfted  himfelf 
in  the  character  and  inftrudlions  of  his  Son,  whom 
he  hath  revealed  for  thispurpofe;  who  was  the 
irightnefs  of  his  glory,  and  the  exprefs  image  of  his  per- 
fon;  and  whofe  glory  fo  confpicuoufly  fhone  forth 
to  the  view  of  thofe  who  were  enlightened  from 
above,  that  they  knew  him  to  be  the  only  begotten  of 
the  Father . 

Therefore  it  remains,  that  this  darknefs  mud 
be  occafioned  by  the  lofs  of  a  fpiritual  underftand- 
ing,  through  the  wickednefs  of  mens  hearts :  For 
light  is  come  into  the  world ,  and  men  loved  darknefs  ra¬ 
ther  than  light ,  becaufe  their  deeds  were  evil . 


Now,  or  all  forts  of  light  God  is  the- author. — 
He  formed  the  iun  to  rule  the  day— he  maketh  us 
wifer  than  the  fowls  of  heaven,  and  he  alone  giv- 
eth  fupernatural  light ,  ora  fpiritual  underfunding.— 
Hence  is  he  ftiled  the  Father  of  Light ;  from  whom 
cometh  every  good  and  perfect  gift. 


If  any  admit  no  other  kind  of  light,  with  regard 
to  divine  things,  but  that  of  reafon,  improved  and 
heightened  by  external  advantages  and  diligent  ap¬ 
plication,  I  fhall  not,  at  prefent,  difpute  the  fuh- 
ject  with  them.  It  is  not  this  fort  of  light  that  X 
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mean,  but  fomething  of  a  nature  entirely  different 
— a  light  that  is  properly  fupernatural,  and  from 
God ;  in  a  manner,  the  light  which  reafon  fur- 
nifhes,  is  not,  nor  can,  with  any  propriety,  be  faid 
to  be.  God  rnanifefts  himfelf  to  his  people  in  a 
peculiar  manner,  by  a  luftre,  as  fuperior  to  that  of 
mere  natural  reafon,  as  it  is  differe  nt  from  it  in 
kind.  They  have  the  fame  common  knowledge 
of  God  as  others — the  fame  powers  of  reafon — the 
fame  external  advantages  from  his  word  and  works, 
for  acquiring  a  fpeculative  acquaintance  with  him, 
his  nature  and  perfections;  but  they  have  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  him  which  is  not  acquired  in  this  way, 
which  is  far  above  the  efforts  of  reafon,  though 
blefled  with  the  belt  aids,  and  applied  with  the 
greateft  diligence.  This  knowledge  is  the  effeCfc 
of  a  fpiritual  illumination  of  their  minds,  by  God's 
fliining  into  them  with  the  light  of  his  glory. 
The  heart  is  the  fubjeCt  of  the  divine  irradiation; 
the  eyes  of  the  underffanding  are  enlightened  by 
the  fpirit  of  wifdom  and  revelation.  When  God 
thus  fnines  into  their  hearts,  the  effeCt  is  a  clear, 
diftinCt,  lively  perception  of  his  fupreme  and  tranf- 
cendant  excellency — of  the  beauty  and  amiablenefs 
of  his  nature  and  perfections.  God  appears  ex¬ 
ceedingly  lovely,  and  exceedingly  glorious;  wor¬ 
thy  to  be  feared,  and  to  be  had  in  reverence  of  all 
intelligent  creatures.  The  genuine  language  of 
their  heart  now  is — Blefs  the  Lord ,  0  my  foul 
who  would  not  fear  theey  O  Lord ,  and  glorify  thy 
name  l — love  the  Lord}  all  ye  his faints  l— laud  him  all 
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ye  people  f — praife  ye  hm>  all  his  Angels! — praife  ye 
him ,  all  his  hojls  ! 

Not  only  does  this  or  that  perfection  appear  a- 
greeable  ;  or  this  or  that  branch  of  his  conduct ; 
but  every  thing  in  God  is  lovely  ;  every  perfection 
of  his  nature,  and  every  branch  of  his  providence 
— every  thing  that  belongs  to  him  has  a  peculiar 
fweetnefs,  and  acceptablenefs  in  it  to  the  foul. 
Efpecially  the  Gofpel  appears  with  peculiar  luf- 
tre,  as  the  brighteft  and  molt  diftingui thing  dis¬ 
play  of  the  uncreated  lovelinefs  of  the  Father,  the 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghofh 

Some  perfons  talk  of  great  regard  to  God,  great 
efteem  of  his  perfections,  and  high  expectations  of 
future  happinefs ;  while  they  have  but  a  mean  o- 
pinion  of  the  Gofpel,  and  are  deftitute  of  all  fenfi-- 
ble  love  and  deference  to  the  character  of  Jefus 
Chrift.  But  all  their  religion  is  a  deceit,  and  their 
hopes  a  delation :  for  thefe  things  cannot  be  fepa- 
rated: — He  that  hath  not;  the  Son ,  hath  not  the  Fa-, 
ther-^-He  that  rejeffeth  the  Son ,  rejecieth  the  Father; 

- — He  that  honoreth  not  the  Son ,  honoreth  not  the  Fa¬ 
ther  which  hath  fent  him— He  who  receives  not  the 
record,  of  God ,  maketb  him  a  liar . 

In  proportion  to  our  fenfe  of  the  excellency  of 
God,,  and  his  perfections,  will  be  our  fenfe  of  the 
excellency  of  the  Gofpel,  and  its  author,  and  fo  on 
the  contrary.. 

When  God  at  firft  regenerates  a  foul,  and  fhines 
into  the  heart,  and  gives  it.  to  behold  the  light,  of 
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tne  knowledge  of  his  glory,  the  creature  is  intro¬ 
duced  into  a  new  world — All  things  appear  new. 
It  has  new  views  and  perceptions  of  God  and  Je- 
fus  Chrift ;  fuch  as  it  never  had  before  ;  yea,  thofe 
things,  which  were  known  before,  appear  with  a 
new  luftre  and  beauty — The  fenpture  and  its 
truths  appear  new :  new  light  and  glory  appear  to 
fhine  in  them — Now  the  heart  has  an  evidence 
of  their  divinity,  and  a  fenfe  that  they  are  not  cun¬ 
ningly  devifed  fables,  far  beyond  any  thing  it  could 
obtain  from  mere  fpeculation — In  thefe  difeove- 
nes,  the  mind  is  brought  to  the  full  afiurance  of 
underftandinm 

iD 


There  is  no  knowledge  which  we  can  acquire, 
that  can  anticipate  this  divine  illumination,  or 
render  it  ufelefs — Some  fay,  men  may,  by  their 
own  application,  obtain  all  that  knowledge  in  re- 
ligion  that  is  necefiary  ;  and  then,  ail  that  remains 
to  make  them  good  men,  is  to  pradtife  what  they 
know.  This  is  one  of  the  modern  refinements, 
and  is  as  far  from  being  true,  as  fome  others :  for 
that  religious  knowledge,  which  is  necefiary  to 
form  the  heart  and  praclife  to  real  goodnefs,  lies 
not  at  all  in  mere  fpeculation;  neither  will  the 
refult  of  our  own  application,  in  itfelf  confidered, 
ever  fandtify  the  foul,  or  produce  a  truly  virtuous 
life.  That  knowledge,  which  fandifies,  is  of  a 
different  original :  It  conies  down  from  above;  it 
nows  from  the  mercy-feat  of  God. 
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And  as  no  acquired  knowledge 
the  necefiity  of  this  divine  teaching, 


can  fupercede 
fo,  when  it  is 
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granted,  in  any  coniiderablc  degree,  it  is  very  per¬ 
ceptible.  The  mod  learned  divine  becomes  im¬ 
mediately  fenlible  of  the  vaft  difference  between 
his  own  knowledge  and  this  divine  inftruEHon .  His 
own  notions,  however  diligently  collected  and  ma¬ 
tured,  are  as  nothing,  with  refpedi  to  clearnefs  and 
efficacy,  compared  to  one  view  of  the  divine  glory 
communicated  to  the  heart,  by  the  fpirit  of  God 
fliining  into  it.  Now,  he  fees  divine  things  in  a 
different  view  ;  he  beholds  them  in  a  very  differ¬ 
ent  light :  Hence,  this  knowledge  is  altogether  a 
different  thing,  from  the  teachings  of  any  outw7ard 
means  whatfoever. 

In  this  fenfe,  God  is  a  fun,  and,  in  this  manner, 
does  he  communicate  fpiritual  light  to  his  people. 

t  '  ■  -  -  •> 

II.  Godinfufes  joy  &nd gladnejs  into  their  hearts. 

As  God  is  the  author  of  fpiritual  light,  fo  alfo 
of  fpiritual  joy.  Holy  light  always  precedes  holy 
joy,  as  it  is  the  reafon  and  ground  of  it.  That  joy 
and  affection  which  does  not  rife  from  a  fpiritual 
difeovery  of  the  excellency  of  divine  things,  is  falfe 
and  enthufiaftic — There  is  no  fuch  thing  in  true 
religion,  as  heat  without  light ;  or  zeal  without 
knowledge.  There  is,  indeed,  much  of  this  fort 
of  religion  in  the  world,  but  as  it  has  not  the  na¬ 
ture  of  true  Religion,  it  ought  not  to  bear  the 
name. 

So,  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  no  fuch  thing  in 
real  religion,  as  fpiritual  light  without  heat ;  or 
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fpiritual  knowledge  without  zeal.  Thefe  can  he 
no  more  feparated  than  light  from  the  fun ;  or 
heat  from  fire  ;  or  reafon  from  an  intelligent  na¬ 
ture. 

God  does  not  give  to  all  his  creatures  equal  de¬ 
grees  of  joy  and  confolation :  but  he  ufually  grants 
them,  in  fome  degree ;  and  in  thofe  communica¬ 
tions,  he  ihews  a  wife  and  holy  fovereignty.  And 
where  the  leaft  meafure  of  this  fpiritual  joy  is  giv¬ 
en,  it  is  of  fo  exquifite  and  heavenly  a  nature,  that 
the  foul  can  never  again  third  fupremely  for  earth¬ 
ly  joys,  nor  habitually  prefer  the  delights  and  plea- 
fares  of  earth  to  thofe  of  true  Religion.  This  is 
the  diftinguifiiing  nature  of  fpiritual  joy,  of  which 
God  is  the  author,  that  it  forever  palls  the  tafte, 
to  all  fenfual  and  finful  pleafures. — This  is  the 
water  which  Chrift  gives,  that  he,  who  drinks  of  it* 
will  never  thirft  again. 

It  is  only  the  true  and  upright  Chriftian,  who 
knows  the  refined  pleafures  and  joys  which  God 
pours  into  their  hearts  :  fuch  as  the  men  of  this 
world  underftand  not,  neither  do  ftrangers  inter¬ 
meddle  with  them.  Thefe  are  the  fecrets  of  the 
Lord,  which  are  imparted  only  to  thofe  who  fear 
him.  They  are  facred  pledges  of  mutual  friend- 
fhip — foretaftes  or  prelibations  of  thofe  rivers  or 
plea fu re  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  which  are  in 
referve  for  his  people,  when  they  fhall  have  finifh- 
ed  their  prefent  pilgrimage.  Thefe  joys,  wherewith 
true  Chriftians  are  entertained,  are  produced  by  the 


Itoly  fpirit,  through  means  of  the  word  and  ordi¬ 
nances. 

God’s  own  exigence  and  glorious  perfections, 
realized  to  their  hearts ,  form  one  comprehenfive  re  a- 
Jon  of  fweetnefs  and  fatisfaClion.  None  but  good 
men  know  what  infinite  pleafure  it  affords,  that 
God  exifts .  Oftentimes  it  fills  their  fouls  with  un- 
fpeakable  tranfports,  and  they  inwardly  exult  in 
the  blejfed  ajfurance. 

The  univerfal  dominion  and  government  of 
God,  is  another  fource  of  fenfible  pleafure  to  the 
truly  pious.  O  !  how  comfortable  is  the  thought, 
that  the  Lord  God  omnipotent  reigneth  /- — that  in  the 
darkeft  ftate  of  things,  he  fits  at  the  helm ,  and  directs 
the  affairs  of  the  church,  and  of  the  world ! — that 
his  own  glory  will  be  advanced ! 

Sometimes  thefe  joys  anfe  from  having  their 
hearts  drawn  out  in  lfrong  and  fenfible  love  to 
God  above  all  things :  in  a  love,  ftronger  than 
death — O !  how  tranfporting  the  pleafure,  to  feei 
an  heart  full  of  love  to  the  moil  amiable  of  Beings  ? 

Sometimes  he  gives  them  the  kindeft  aflurance 

of  his  favor  and  regard  through  Jefus  Chrifl: _ 

While  they  fear  their  unworthinefs  and  finfulnefs 
will  forever  feparate  him  from  them,  he  fecretly 
communicates  fome  tender  teftimony  of  his  love, 

and,  at  once,  diffipates  every  diflreffing  fufpicion  of 
heart.  O !  how  fweet  is  it,  to  be  prevented  by 
the  goodnefs  of  God ;  and  to  have  a  garment  of 
praife  for  a  fpirit  of  heavinefs ! 
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Oftentimes  he  caufes  the  humble  and  upright 
Chriftian  to  rejoice  in  the  hopes  of  glory,  and  the 
fhortnefs  of  that  interval,  that  bars  him  from  his 
immediate  and  everlafting  prefence.  God  ena¬ 
bles  the  contrite  one  to  anticipate  the  joys  of  that 
blefled  feafon,  when  he  fhall  be  admitted  to  fee 
him,  as  he  is  : — when  fin  fhall  be  no  more,  and 
lorrow  have  an  end — when  the  imperfedtion  and 
vanity  ol  his  prelent  ftate,  fhall  no  more  obftrudl 
the  vigor  of  the  foul,  but  his  fongs  and  praifes  to 
God  and  the  Lamb,  be  as  ardent  and  fincere  as 
thofe  of  faints  and  feraphim  around  the  throne. 

Thus,  God  is  a  fun,  in  communicating  joy  and 
gladnejs  to  the  hearts  of  his  people. 

III.  God,  by  his  influences,  renders  true  ChriC- 
tians  fruitful  in  every  branch  of  goodnefs. 

It  is  the  influence  of  the  natural  fun,  that  makes 
the  earth  productive  of  fruits,  neceffary  for  the  life 
of  man  and  beaft :  In  like  manner,  it  is  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  the  fun  of  righteoufnefs,  that  makes  Chrif- 
tians  fruitful  in  all  good  works.  Their  im¬ 
provements  in  piety  and  virtue,  will  always  be  in 
proportion  to  the  degree  and  frequency  of  thefe 
influences — Without  them,  there  is  no  progrefs  to 
be  made — Without  mey  fays  our  Lord,  ye  can  do  no¬ 
thing.  Flow  much  is  the  truth  of  this  afiertion, 
the  experience  of  every  true  Chriftian?  If  Chrift 
does  not  animate  him  by  the  fecret  power  ol  his 
grace,  how  dead  the  heart  to  every  fpiritual  exer- 
cife ! — How  does  grace  languifh,  and  things  di- 
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vine  loofe  their  feniible  relifh,  from  day  to  day  !— 
Juft  as  you  have  feen  things  in  early  fpring,  in  the 
natural  world,  when  the  beams  and  influences  of 
the  fun  are  intercepted  by  thick  clouds  and  holly 
winds,  the  vernal,  beautiful  appearances  fade — « 
grafs,  and  herbs  and  flowers  decline  and  languifh ; 
till  the  clouds  and  cold  are  difperfed,  and  the  fun 
refumes  its  Iplendor,  and  (beds  abroad  its  genial 
warmth,  by  its  unrebated  rays :  then  all  nature 
flourilhes  again.  Thus  it  is  in  the  Chriftian  life. 
When  God  lifts  up  the  light  of  his  countenance* 
every  grace  begins  to  fpring,  and  the  foul  becomes 
gay  and  blooming,  as  the  garden  of  God.  And 
now,  there  is  much  fruit  to  the  glory  of  their  hea¬ 
venly  Father.  Praife  and  joy  and  holy  walking 
employ  every  hour.  But  alas !  when  God  hides 
his  face,  troubles  again  return.  Sin  and  the  world 
renew  their  attacks  5  and,  too  often,  former  victo¬ 
ries  are  difgraced  by  new  defeats :  but  when  the 
fun  of  righteoufnefs  fhines  upon  them,  grace 
grows,  and  every  good  work  abounds. 

IMPROVEMENT, 

1.  We  here  learn,  of  what  high  confederation, 
the  being,  government,  and  communications  of 
God  are  to  good  men — There  is  no  fuppofttion 
more  terrible  and  diftreffing  to  a  pious  mind,  than, 
this ;  that  there  is  no  God *  No  attempts  made  by 
Satan  to  difturb  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  good 
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men,  are  fo  infupportable,  as  thofe  which  confift 
in  bringing  into  question  God’s  exiftence  and  go¬ 
vernment:  Let  the  foundation  be  attempted,  and 
there  is  no  refource  nor  reft — On  the  fuppoiition 
that  God  did  not  cxift,  it  were  better  not  to  be. 
Exiftence  is  a  blefiing.  only  on  condition  of  God’s 
Exiftence,  without  this,  life  itfelf  would  be  a  curfe. 

But  O  !  what  pleafure  has  the  true  Chriftian  at 
times,  in  the  fingle  reflection,  that  God  is— The 
character  of  God,  as  reprefented  in  his  word,  is 
alfo  an  eflential  confideration  of  happinefs,  as  well 
as  his  exiftence  itfelf.  If  thofe  perfections  are  re¬ 
trenched,  which  he  has  afcribed  to  himfelf  in  his 
own  revelation,  the  happinefs  of  real  Chriftians  is 
fubverted  in  its  original  foundation.  For  it  is  in 
a  realizing  fenfe  of  heart,  of  the  reality  and  holy 
excellency  of  them;  that  their  fouls  are  much 
formed  to  a  fupreme  duty,  and  refpeCt  to  him  and 
his  ways.  And  they  have  not  only  fweet  delight, 
that  God  is,  but  that  he  is  what  he  is.  I  am  that 
I  am,  was  the  name  by  which  he  revealed  himfelf 
to  Mofes,  for  the  comfort  of  Ifrael. 

The  univerfal  and  particular  providence  of  God 
is  likewife  a  principle,  in  which  all  good  men  are 
extremely  interefted.  Were  it  not  for  this  fup- 
port,  there  would  be  no  fpirit  left  in  them.  As 
it  creates  them  the  greateft  pain,  not  to  be  able  by 
faith,  to  fee  that  God,  who  is  inviftble ;  fo,  a  full 
aflurance  and  feeling  fenfe  of  his  agency  and  con¬ 
cern  in  all  things,  is  to  them  a  reviving  cordial. 
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It  is  a  folitary  condition  with  a  good  man,  when 
his  fenfe  of  thefe  things  is  abated ;  and  though 
God  is  on  his  right  hand  and  on  his  left,  yet  he 
cannot  behold  him — And  indeed,  my  brethren, 
it  is  not  an  eafy  matter  to  live  in  the  realizing  fenfe 
of  the  being,  perfections,  and  providence  of  God. 
He  knows  but  little  of  himfelf,  and  what  it  is  to 
have  a  true  faith  of  thefe  things,  who  thinks  not  fo. 
To  affent  to  thefe  truths,  indeed,  is  an  eafy  mat¬ 
ter;  and  to  be  free  from  all  hefitation  and  doubt 
about  them  in  our  judgment :  but  he  grofsly  mis¬ 
takes,  who  imagines  this  is  that  faith,  in  thefe 
things,  which  belongs  to  true  Cnnfhans.  Theic 
is  a  divine  fenfe  of  it,  that  is  more  or  lcfs  their  aim 
and  confolation ;  and  the  whole  compafs  of  crea¬ 
ture  enjoyments,  is  not  able  to  compemate  the 
want  of  this  faith. 

2.  We  may  be  here  led  to  enquire,  my  hearers, 
whether  the  Lord  God  is  our  fun  ? 

Do  we  perceive  God’s  nature,  perfections,  and 
influences,  of  fuch  high  confequence  and  impor¬ 
tance  to  us?  Are  thefe  the  fources  of  our  tiueft 
enjoyment,  and  fweeteff  confolation  ?  Is  God  s 
exiftence  our  life  and  delight  ?  His  perfections, 
his  glory  and  felicity,  our  pleafure  and  entertain¬ 
ment? — His  holy  and  enlightening  influences, 
the  bleflings  for  which  we  pant  and  languifh  ? — 
Is  God  our  fun  ?  Does  he  form  our  day  ?  Is  it  his 
prefence  makes  our  Heaven?  Is  it  his  beauty,  his 
excellency,  and  glory  fhining  in  the  face  of  jefus 
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thrift,  that  we  admire  ?— Are  our  thoughts  taken 
up  with  God  ? — Is  he  our  light  and  our  joy  > 

Ifwe  can  anfwer  underftandingly  in  the  affir- 

?^at!Vfr.t0  £hefe  queries>  then,  bleffed  are  ye  of  the 
Moji  High.  Bleffed  is  that  people  whofe  God  is 

the  Lord ;  to  whom  the  Lord  God  is  a  Sun.  He 
is  a  Being  of  univerfal  dominion ;  he  is  the  crea¬ 
tor  and  preferver  of  all ;  he  fits  at  the  helm  of  go¬ 
vernment,  and  his  eyes  run  to  and  fro  through  all 
t  e  earth.  He  beholds  the  thoughts  and  councils 
of  men ;  and  nothing  can  happen  to  his  people, 
whereby  they  are  affe&ed,  but  what  fhall  Work  for 
their  higheft  good.  How  blefled  are  ye,  O  Chrif- 
tians !  who  have  a  friend  of  this  character,  of  fuch 
univerfal  fway  and  influence  !— You  know  his  ab- 
folute  and  incontrolabie  power.  He  will  do  all 
his  pleafure  he  can  fa  ye,  when  every  refource 
fails  anc:  all  things  look  defperate.  You  know 
that  all  happinefs  is  in  his  gift :  in  his  prefence  is 
jullnefs  of  joy  :  whom  he  blefleth,  is  bleffed  indeed. 
Out  of  his  favor  there  is  no  fuch  thing  as  true  hap¬ 
pinefs.  The  pleafures  of  fuch  are  but  as  crackling 
thorns  under  a  pot.  Happinefs,  derived  from  this 
world,  is  like  the  light  of  a  meteor,  which  inftan- 
taneoufly  ends  in  darknefs.  The  joys  of  the  wick¬ 
ed  ceafe  with  their  breath :  and  as  thefe  ceafe, 
everlaftingf arrows  commence.  But  then  the  happi¬ 
nefs  of  thofe  who  choofe  God  for  their  portion, 
will  eminently  begin — to  fuch,  a  natural  death 
will  be  but  the  commencement  of  everlafling  life 
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and  blifs — To  his  people,  he  delights  to  fh£w  his 
mercy — he  will  give  grace  and  glory. 

God  is  more  inclined  to  do  good  to  thofe  who 
walk  uprightly,  than  the  mod  affectionate  parent 
is,  to  be  kind  and  tender  to  a  favorite  child — A 
woman  may  forget  her  fucking  child,  that  fhe 
fhould  not  have  compaffion  on  the  fon  of  her 
womb  ;  but  God  will  never  forget  thofe,  who  put 
their  truft  in  him ;  he  will  never  leave  you  nor 
forfake  you.  O  Chriflians !  live  in  his  light — » 
balk  in  his  rays — and  may  you  enjoy  an  uncloud¬ 
ed  fun,  until  you  be  introduced  into  immortal  day* 
It  is  but  a  little  while  till  your  fun  fhall  never  fet, 
or  grow  dim,  but  it  will  fhine,  with  encreafing 
brightnefs,  for  ever  and  ever — O  then  1  walk 
worthy  of  your  high  calling  and  dignity. 

3.  Are  there  not  fome  in  this  aflembly,  who  are 
under  the  power  of  an  absolute  indifference  in  re- 
fpect  to  all  thefe  things,  who  have  never  had  any 
difeovery  of  divine  glory — to  whom  worldly  pros¬ 
perity  is  the  moft  important  confideration  of  feli¬ 
city  ?  Abundance  of  this  world’s  goods  can  fatisfy 
you  without  God  :  and  do  you,  my  hearers,  in  this 
fituation,  look  upon  yourfelves  to  be  real  Chrif- 
tians  ?  Can  you  read  your  Bible,  and  not  hefitate 
about  your  pretenfions  to  fo  high  and  refined  a 
character?  Can  God  be  your  exceeding  joy  and 
great  reward,  and  yet  never  feel  your  hearts  exult 
in  his  exiftence,  perfections,  and  univerfal  domi¬ 
nion  ?  Can  he  be  your  fun,  and  you  never  felt  the 
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warmth  of  his  beams,  quickening  your  hearts  into 
love  and  devotion  ?  Can  he  be  your  centre ,  reft,  and 
home ;  and  you  never  experienced  the  attractive 
power  of  his  excellency  and  glory,  drawing  your 
hearts  into  union  with  him,  and  difpofing  you  to 
long  and  breathe  after  a  date  of  greater  nearnefs, 
and  more  free  and  delightful  intercourfe  ?  Can  you 
live  happy  without  the  enlightening  beams  of 
God’s  gracious  prefence  ?  Can  this  world  fatisfy 
you,  and  its  enjoyments  content  you  ?  You  are  of¬ 
ten  afking,  who  will  drew  us  any  good  ?  but  nev¬ 
er  enquiring,  where  is  God  our  maker  ? — Surely 
)  ou  have  no  reafon  to  condder  yourfelves  as  true 
Chridians,  whatever  your  pretendons  may  be. 

Wherefore,  O  Sinners  !  you,  who  have  hitherto 
preferred  the  world,  and  its  datteries,  awake  this 
day  to  choofe  the  Lord  for  your  God — Is  it  not 
better  for  you  to  have  God  for  your  friend,  than  all 
the  world  without  him?  Can  the  world  comfort 
you  in  a  dying  hour  ?  Can  it  befriend  you  before  the 
bar  of  God?  Can  it  relieve  you,  when  doomed  by 
the  divine  fentence  to  eternal  mifery  ? 

Wherefore,  O  Sinners  ?  be  perfuaded  this  day 
to  renounce  the  tvays  of  vanity  and  dn ;  ami  take 
the  God  of  Ifrael  for  your  portion,  the  Sun  of 
Righteoufnefs  for  your  Saviour,  and  the  Spirit  of 
Grace  for  your  Confolation. 

And  may  God  of  his  indnite  mercy,  work  this 
perfuadon  in  your  hearts,  through  Jefus  Chrift 
our  Lord.  Amen. 
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For  as  in  the  days  that  were  before  the  flood ,  they  zvere 
eating  and  drinking ,  marrying  and  giving  in  mam - 
age>  until  the  day  that  Noah  entered  into  the  Ark : 
and  knezv  not  until  the  flood  came ,  and  took  them  all 
away  ;  Jo  fhall  alfo  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  Man  be. 

THE  difeourfe,  of  which  thefe  words  arc  a 
part,  was  addreffed  by  our  Lord  to  his  dif- 
ciples — The  exprefs  deiign  of  it  was  to  animate 
them  to  a  fteady  vigilance  and  attention  to  their 
immortal  intereft — to  preferve  them  from  {loth 
and  ftupidity,  the  too  common  ejfeffs  which  divine 
patience  has  upon  mankind.  This  defign  is  fuf- 
ficiently  vifible  in  the  account  St.  Luke  gives  us 
of  this  difeourfe  ;  but  what  is  here  related  by  St. 
Matthew,  puts  the  matter  beyond  all  doubt 
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JValch  the  re  fore,  for  ye  know  not  the  hour  zvhenyour 
Lord  doth  come . 

Hence,  the  propriety  and  force  of  the  words  of 
our  text,  with  regard  to  the  general  argument  and 
exhortation  of  our  Lord  to  vigilance,  ftand  thus  : 

“  There  can  be  no  feafon  whatfoever  in  which  it 
is  proper  or  fafe  to  grow  fecure,  and  neglect  a 
<c  daily  preparation  for  the  folemn  appearance  of 
x^hnfi ;  eitner  to  furnmon  us  before  him  by 
death,  or  to  pour  out  trying  and  terrible  judg- 
u  ments  upon  our  land ;  or  to  bring  on  the  general 
4  judgment  of  quick  and  dead  :  I  fay,  there  can  be 
no  feafon  in  which  it  can  be  fafe  to  be  fecure  and 
unprepaied  ;  becaufe,  there  is  no  feafon  in  which 
he  may  not  come,  in  one,  or  other  of  thefe  ways: 
**  and  xt  would  be  fhocking  and  irretrievable,  to  be 

furprifed  in  an. unprepared  condition.” 

\ 

(  And  befides,  Chrift’s  coming,  both  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  judgment,  and  to  punifh  wicked  communities, 
will  certainly  be  in  a  time  of  general  fecurity,  as  it 
was  in  the  time  of  the  flood,  and  deftrudtion  of  So¬ 
dom.  It  is  generally  in  this  condition  he  comes3 
and  furprifes  men  by  death.  Therefore,  it  is 
greatly  to  be  apprehended,  that  the  feafon  of  our 
fecurity  and  negligence  about  his  coming,  will  be 
the  very  juncture  in  which  he  will  come,  to  our 
great  furprife,  and  to  the  everlafting  forrow  of 

many— ^ve  ought  then,  always,  to  watcb>  and  to  It 

ready . 
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The  words  of  our  text,  confidered  independent 
on  their  relation  to  the  general  argument,  prefcnt 
us  with  the  following  abfervations* 

I.  We  may  obferve  the  date  oi  the  old  world, 
before  the  flood.  They  were  perfectly  fccure — 
"They  were  eating  and  drinking,  &c.  They  were  ea¬ 
gerly  purfuing  their  pleafure,  each  in  his  own  way, 
and  according  to  his  own  tafte.  Their  attention 
was  umverfally  engaged  in  thofc  affairs,  projects 
and  applications,  that  were  calculated  only  for  a 
prefent  fenfaal  bappinefs ,  (utterly)  inapprehenfive 
both  of  the  wrath  of  God,  that  was  already  enkind¬ 
led  againft  them,  and  of  thofe  fatal  effects  into 
which  it  foon  burfl:  out,  and  mingled  them  in  one 
common  deffru&ion.  (They  had  no  mifgivings 
oi  heart  with  refpedi  to  their  danger;  although  the 
juftice  of  God  is  always  awake,  and  attentive  to 
the  growth  and  prevalence  of  vice ;  or  if  feme  of 
them  had  any  apprehenfions  of  evil,  they  did  not 
fuffer  them  to  mature  into  ferious  confiderationa 
and  fincere  repentance.  They  were  feduced  ei¬ 
ther  by  a  pafiion  to  imitate  the  general  practice  and 
opinion ;  or  carried  away,  by  an  innate  deflre  for 
fenfual  gratifications  ;  or  overwhelmed  in  the  cares 
and  bufinefs  of  life.  J 

Nor  was  this  infenfibility  owing  to  want  of  fuf- 
ficient  warning.  In  the  fixth  chapter  of  Genefis, 
God  tells  us  with  an  original  regard  to  man¬ 
kind  in  that  day,  that  kis  Jpirit  Jhould  not  al¬ 
ways-  flrive  with  man.  This,  in  the  ftrongeft  man- 
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ncrl  implies,  that  God  had  remonftrated  againft 
their  wickednefs — ufed  proper  methods  to  reform 
them,  and  had  given  them  fufficient  affurance  of 
the  fatal  iffue  of  their  impenitence.  The  Apoftle 
Peter  informs,  that  Jefus  Chrift,  by  his  fpirit, 
preached  to  them  their  danger,  and  the  neceffity 
of  repentance.  He  acquaints  us  alfo,  that  Noah 
was  employed  to  declare  to  them,  in  the  name  of 
God,  the  wickednefs  and  danger  of  their  pra&ices. 
They  had,  likewife,  the  ffrongeft  confirmation  of 
the  truth  of  Noah’s  doctrine,  fora  great  while  be¬ 
fore  their  eyes,  in  that  long  and  tedious  labor  of 
his  building  the  Ark.  ( So  fingular  a  machine 
muft  needs  have  ftruck  their  attention  and  awaken¬ 
ed  their  curiofity.  The  ufe  of  which,  when 
known,  we  may  well  fuppofe  from  their  temper, 
did  not  fail  to  be  matter  of  pleafantry  and  ridicule 
among  them.  How  often  did  they  call  him  an 
old  foolifh  fanatic,  and  wild  enthufiaft!  How 
much  was  he  the  fubjedtof  the  feoffs  and  fneers  of 
the  gayer  fort ;  while  the  graver  ones  among  them, 
who  were  admired  as  oracles  by  the  meaner  rabble, 
pronounced  his  condudt,  the  height  of  frenzy  and 
madneis.  Would  not  fome  fay,  '  fee  the  doating 
fool,  how  he  toils  and  labors  to  build  himfelfa  ma¬ 
chine,  by  which  he  may  efcape  a  deluge,  that  his 
difordered  brain  fuggefts  to  him  is  to  come.’ 
While  others  reply,  ‘  Curfe  the  old  enthufiaft,  I 
wifh  he  was  drowned  ten  thoufand  fathom  deep ; 
for  he  does  nothing  but  interrupt  bufinefs,  and  dif- 
trad:  the  world  with  his  reveries  and  nonfenfe.’)) 
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II.  We  obferve,  that  their  wickednefs,  infenfi- 
bility  and  unbelief,  continued  to  the  laft.  The  re- 
prefentations  of  the  divine  difpleafure  againft 
them,  were  utterly  difregarded— God’s  threatnmgs 
carried  no  terror  to  their  hearts,  and  confequent  y 

formed  no  prevailing  argument,  or  reafon  for  re¬ 
formation.  The  denunciations  of  general  rum, 
without  a  fpeedy  change  of  heart  and  life,  were  no 
doubt  looked  upon  imaginary  and  romantic ;  fined, 
only  to  alarm  weak  and  fuperftitous  minds,  inca¬ 
pable  of  examining  luch  predictions  by  the  laws 
of  reafon,  and  the  perfe&ions  of  God.  We  may 
eafily  conclude,  that  they  objected  to  Noah’s  pro¬ 
phecies,  that  they  could  not  be  true,  becaufe  they 

were  repugnant  to  the  divine  attributes.  It  was 

natural  to  blind,  and  unbelieving  tinners  to  afleit, 
that  it  was  inconfiftent  with  the  mercy  and  good- 
nefs  of  the  common  parent  of  the  univerfe,  to  def- 
troy  fo  many  millions  of  his  creatures,  and  that 
too,  only  for  indulging  thofe  very  appetites  with 
which  himfelf  had  formed  them.  How  plaufible 
would  fuch  arguments  be  ?  How  well  adapted  to 
the  tafte,  and  depraved  reafon  of  licentious  and 
prefumptuous  finners  ?  How  would  they  triumph 
in  this  reafoning,  as  a  complete  confutation  of  the. 
falfhood  and  abfurdity  of  all  the  divine  declarati¬ 
ons  by  hisfervaot.  «  What !  might  they  not  fay— 
«  Is  not  God’s  mercy  and  goodnefs  infinite  ?  Do  not 
“  all  his  works  proclaim  it  ?  Are  not  his  goodnefs 
«  and  benevolence  as  evident  as  his  exiftence  ?  But. 
“  where  is  his  goodnefs,  or  his  mercy, upon  the  doc-. 
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«  f,r  ?  T°f  t^^S.r0mantI"c  fcllow,  this  upftart  preach, 
<c  abj;  ?Ssn0t,th!S  flrange  dlvin»tygrofsly  unreafori- 
l b  ;  Sl.,ch  tmnss  "nnot  corrie  from  God,  that 
are  plainly  contradictory  to  his  known  and  eflen- 

tions,  and  zealous  to  propagate  the  infection,  and 

,ake  0t’1ers  as  mad  as  hi  ml  elf,  or  an  artful  knave 
w  o  endeavored  to  dupe  mankind  to  his  private 
purpofes,  under  the  pretence  of  a  divine  commif- 


1Vlth  £hefe  principles,  with  this  perverfion  of 
rea.on,  it  was  plainly  impoffible,  that  divine  threat- 
nmgs  could  have  their  proper  effed  upon  them  • 
or  that  any  means  which  were  judged  proper  by 
infinite  wifdom  fliould prevail.  Hence  they  quick- 
y  ed  sacrifices  to  the  falfhood  of  their  ftrong  and 
p  au  lole  leafonings.  Vain  were  all  attempts  to 
undeceive  their  minds,  and  difcover  the  uncertain¬ 
ty  of  their  elaborate  arguments.  But  the  event 
eonv  meed  them  by  an  awful  experiment,  of  what 
tneir  reafon  could  never  reconcile  with  the  perfec¬ 
tions  of  God,  or  admit  as  worthy  of  their  attenti¬ 
on  and  credit.  Their  arguments  drawn  from  the 
nature  and  perfections  of  God,  mightily  comfort¬ 
ed  their  hardened  hearts,  and  fupported  their  blind 
minas,  until  the  day  in  which  the  fountains  of  the 
great  deep  were  broken  up ,  and  then  their  refuge  of 
lies  was  fwept  away;  and  the  conviction  of  the 
truth  of  divine  revelation  was  forced  in  upon  their 
minds,  with  all  the  horrors  of  defpair— Thus  ma- 
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ny,  even  at  this  day,  pretendedly  argue  from  the 
divine  perfections  again!!  divine  revelation  ;  and 
like  thefe  unhappy  antidiluvians,  will  receive  con¬ 
viction  when  it  is  too  late,  from  the  deluge  of  je^ 
liovah’s  wrath,  which  they  would  not  believe. 

III.  We  obferve,  that  the  vengeance  of  Heaven 
executed  by  a  general  hood,  wras  to  them  extreme¬ 
ly  hidden  and  furprizing. — They  had  for  a  long 
courfe  of  years,  the  loudeft  calls  to  repentance* 
and  the  molt  exprefs  warnings  of  univerfal  ruin* 

'n  cafe  of  difobedience.  Noah,  it  is  probable, 
a  as  a  preacher  of  righteoufnefs  an  hundred  years* 
ind  endeavored  to  Item  the  current  of  general 
►vickednefs,  by  the  application  of  divine  threat- 
lings,  and  exhortations  to  repentance.  In  this  view* 
neiefore,  their  deftrudlion  was  not  a  tall  hidden,  nor 
inexpeLced.  But  they  did  not  believe  the  truths 
>f  God ;  the  divine  threatnings  were  to  them  as 
Jle  dreams.  They  ate,  they  drank ,  they  married , 
nd  were  giving  in  marriage,  until  the  day  Noah  en-  - 
?m/  into  the  Ark ,  and  the  flood  came  and  dejiroyed 
oem  all.  They  were  hire  in  thernfelves  no  fuch 
vent  would  happen— they  were  hire  God  was 
nercifui,  and  in  this  confidence  they  blefled 
lemielves,  and  bid  defiance  to  hich  blocking  and 
arbarous  declarations.  They  could  not,  in  any 
lape,  believe  them,  until  the  fatal  event  ad- 
linihered  demonhration,  with  confufion  to  their 
they  found  thernfelves  overwhelmed, : 
id  Itrangling  in  the  flood,  and  the  fame  veil- 
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geance  purfuing  them  down  to  Hell.  How  aw¬ 
ful  was  the  fecurity  and  confidence,  in  which  they 
were  furprifed  !  Whileall  were  cheat  ful,  gay,  eafy,. 
and  happy,  facrificing  to  pleafure,  indulging  their 
natural,  and  as  they  imagined,  inffdfent  delires> 
looking  for  no  fuch  thing ;  they  lift  up  their  eyes, 
and  behold,  the  awful  torrent  from  afar,  rolling 
irrefiftably  along  !  Oh  dreadful  confirmation !■ 
Blocking  change  l  In  a  moment,  from  mirth,  mu- 
fic,  tranquillity  and  joy,  to  horror,  amazement, 
and  defpair!  Hear  how  they  fliriek  and  howl! 
but  God  laughs  at  their  calamity  !  See  how  they 
run  hither  and  thither,  mingling  without  diftinc- 
tion  ;  in  diftradiion,  looking  for  places  of  refuge 
and  fecurity  !  See  fome  afcending  to  the  tops  of 
houfes,  and  afpiring  domes!  Vain  expedient !  for 
the  impetuous  furge  overturns  their  ftrong  places, 
and  confounds  their  hopes  !  See  millions  fleeing 
to  the  lofty  mountains,  before  the  encreafing  flood  ! 
But  Oh !  how  fruitlefs  is  their  attempt !  1  hou- 
fands  fink  in  the  vale — Thoufands  are  overtaken 
upon  the  brows  of  the  fieep  hills,  and  dafhed  to 
pieces  by  the  laftiing  waves,  among  the  craggy 
rocks — The  refidue  are  fwept  from  the  deceitful 
fummit,  down  the  long  precipice,  to  deeper  ruin! 
Hark,  how  they  cry  for  mercy  !  But  alas,  it  is  now 
too  late  !  Thefe  cries  might  have  fucceeded,  had 
they  been  made  in  time ;  but  then  they  judged 
them  unneceffary,  and  that  it  was  too  foon  :  as 
many,  even  at  this  day,  put  off  feeking  God,  and 
crying  for  mercy,  until  they  are  furprifed  in  death* 
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IV.  We  obferve,  that  the  circumftances  and 
ftate  of  mankind  at  thofe  feafons  in  which  Jefus 
Chrift  will  come  to  punifh  and  judge  them,  will 
greatly  refemble  thofe  at  the  time  of  the  flood.— 
a  hey  will  be  times  of  great  fecurity,  of  eminent 
jnconfideration  and  carelelTnefs,  with  refpeft  to 
the  matte: s  of  religion  and  eternity  :  Seafons  in 
which  both  wife  and  foolilh  virgins  will  be  fiesp- 
ing ;  in  which  profanenefs  and  wickednefs  will 
prevail;  the  love  of  pleafure,  and  the  love  of  the 
world,  will  be  remarkably  great  and  general. 

1.  This  is  often  the  cafe  when  Jefus  Chrift 

comes  to  remove  particular  finners  by  death. _ It 

frequently  happens  tnat  carelefs  and  impenitent 
finners,  who  have  had  many  warnings  of  their  dan¬ 
ger,  and  made  light  01  them,  are  taken  away  when 
they  leaft  expected  fuch  an  event.  Innumerable 
aie  tne  inftances  of  this  fort.  How  often  are  men 
checked  in  the  career  of  their  madnefs,  folly  and 
fecurity,  with  that  awful  language.  Thou  fool!  this 
night  J hall  thy  foul  he  required  of  thee.  Oh  !  my 

brethren,  a  ftate  of  fecurity  is  a  dangerous  ftate  ! 

When  finners  cry,  peace,  peace,  then  fudden  de- 

ftruftion  cometh  ;  when  they  imagine  themfelves 

moft  diftant  from  death,  judgment,  and  eternity, 

then  thofe  events  are  neareft.  How  tremendous 

is  it,  to  be  arrefted  by  the  grim  mefTenger  in  the 

midft  of  fcenes  of  pleafure,  or  worldly  pro! efts, 

and  not  one  day  more  allowed  to  prepare  for  ano¬ 
ther  ftate ! 
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2.  This  is  the  cafe  when  Jefus  Chrift  comes  to 
puniili  and  deftroy  guilty  and  impenitent  nations 
and  churches. — Nothing  is  more  certain  than  that 
in  all  pad:  ages,  feafons  of  divine  judgments  on 
communities,  either  civil  or  facred,  have  ever  been 
feafons  ot  great  fecurity,  and  reigning  impiety.— 
The  truth  of  this  ohfervation  is  evident  with  ref- 
peel  to  the  Jewiflh  nation,  in  all  the  public  judg¬ 
ments  God  poured  out  upon  them. — And  the 
condudl  of  Providence  towards  this  nation,  ought 
particularly  to  be  obferved  ;  for  it  is  defigned  as 
a  fpecimen  of  the  ordinary  methods,  in  which  God 
will  deal  with  communities  that  he  has  diftin- 
guifhed  with  the  honorable  relation  to  himfelf,  as 
his  church  and  people. — It  is  evident  God  never 
v  in  ted  them  with  any  public  remarkable  calamity* 
but  feme  remarkable  public  defection  is  mention¬ 
ed  as  the  immediate  reafon  and  ground  of  it. — 
They  indeed  often  difowned  the  imputation ; 
they  denied  their  guilt ;  wrere  infenfible  of  any 
fuch  remarkable  degeneracy,  for  which  they  fhould 
be  fo  feverely  vifited ;  they  refufed  to  accept 
thofe  judgments  as  the  punilliment  of  their  fins ; 
and  had  the  common  difeafe  of  an  unhumbled 
heart  to  exculpate  themfelves. — But  from  them 
we  learn,  that  public  judgments  on  a  profeffmg 
people,  are  always  the  ordinary  effedt,  and  defign¬ 
ed  punilliment  of  public  declenfions  from  their 
duty,  and  regard  to  the  covenant  and  oaths  ot  God 
they  are  under.  And  their  . not  leeing  themfelves 
m  this  light,  nor  being  affedled  with  them  is  no 
argument  at  all  that  this  is  not  the  cafe. 
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3.  This  will  be  the  cafe,  when  Jefus  Chrift 
ihall  be  revealed  from  Heaven  to  hold  the  gene¬ 
ral  judgment. — Awful  fecuricy,  and  awful  w'ick- 
ednefs  will  then  prevail ;  for  icarceiy  will  faith  be 
found  upon  the  earth. 

There  is  a  day,  a  dreadful  day,  fixed  by  divine 
decree,  when  Jefus  Chrift  fhall  be  revealed  from 
Heaven,  with  his  mighty  Angel3  in  flaming  fire, 
to  take  vengeance  on  them,  that  know  not  God, 
and  obey  not  the  Gofpel — to  call  all  nations, 
tongues  and  languages ;  all  the  kindreds  of  the 
earth,  and  every  individual  that  ever  exifted,  to 
his  bar  ; — to  lay  open  the  lee  rets  of  every  heart — 
to  difclofe  the  hidden  fprings  of  action,  and  de¬ 
termine  the  real  characters  of  men,  and  fix  their 
eternal  deftiny  1  One  would  imagine,  that  the 
certainty  of  an  event  of  fuch  high  confequence, 
and  everlafting  importance,  would  have  an  irrefif- 
tible  effed :  that  it  would  intereft  and  penetrate 
every  heart,  and  determine  all  univerfally  to  the 
moft  ftudious  and  inceffant  attention  to  thofe 
things,  whereby  they  might  be  prepared  to  ftand 
in  the  awful  day  !  And  yet  we  are  affured,  not- 
withftanding,  that  it  will  be  a  time  of  great  and 
general  fecurity.  Jefus  Chrift’s  coming  will  be 
as  a  thief  in  the  night ;  when  men  are  in  a  pro¬ 
found  fleep,  altogether  inapprehenfive  of  danger; 
As  in  the  days  that  were  before  the  flood ,  they  were 
eating  and  drinking,  marrying  and  giving  in  marriage , 
until  the  day  that  Noah  entered  into  the  Ark ,  and  knew 
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not  until  the  flood  came  and  took  them  all  a  way  ;  f 
Jhall  alfo  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  Man  be. 

I  proceed  now  to  clofe  this  difcourfe  with  a  few 
reflections. 

i 

I.  How  great  is  the  refemblance  between  our 
prefent  ftate,  and  that  of  mankind  before  the 
flood !  The  fimilitude  bears  in  all  refpeds,  and 
that  too  with  peculiar  aggravations  on  our  part. 
It  is  fo  glaring  to  every  ferious  obferver,  that  the 
very  mention  of  it  were  fu  fficient  to  bring  all  to  an 
humble  confefiion,  and  mournful  fenfe  of  our  dan¬ 
ger.  But,  it  is  the  dreadful  unhappinefs  of  fin- 
ners,  the  nearer  they  approach  to  judgment  and 
ruin,  the  more  blind  and  infenfible  they  grow. — 
This  arifes  from  two  general  caufes.  i .  The  pro¬ 
per  nature  of  finful  courfes,  which  always  blind  the 
mind,  and  harden  the  heart.  2.  The  additional 
judgment  of  God,  who  permits  the  malignity  of 
the  human  heart  to  exert  itfeif  with  lefs  control.— 
He  ceafes  to  apply  thofe  ufual  methods  of  re- 
ftraint — gives  them  up  more  to  themfelves — leaves 
them  to  the  government  of  their  own  heart’s  lufts 
— denies  them  reftraining  grace — takes  his  fpirit 
from  them. 

The  refemblance  between  us  and  the  old  world,' 
is  evident  in  the  following  refpeds. — The  univer- 
fal  prevalence  of  deep  fecurity — the  great  means 
which  God  is  ufing  with  us  to  reclaim  us — and  the 
amazing  wickednefs  which  abounds  among  all 
ranks  of  men  notwithflanding. 


MACWHORTE  R.  107 

X.  The  refemblance  is  evident  in  the  univcrfal 
prevalence  of  deep  fecurity.  Let  us  look  around  us, 
and  do  we  not  find  in  ourfelves  and  others,  ftupi- 
dity  and  unbelief  in  its  ftrongeft  likenefs,  to  that 
we  fee  drawn  for  thole  beyond  the  flood  ?  Are  we 
aciing  any  otherwiie  than  they  ?  Are  we  doing  any 
thing  elfe  but  eating  and  drinking ,  marry  in g  and  giv¬ 
ing  in  marriage ,  buying,  felling,  planting,  building, 
&c. — though  the  wrath  of  God  is  ready  to  burft 
upon  our  devoted  heads! — Are  we  doing  any  thing 
but  increafing  our  guilt,  which  is  already  gone  up 
to  Heaven  ?  Are  we  not  by  adding  iniquity  to  ini¬ 
quity,  blowing  up  the  lury  of  God  Almighty  to  an 
unquenchable  flame  ?  Are  we  not  walking  in  fe— 
curity,  taking  no  notice  either  ol  his  word  or  pro-  ^ 
vidence,  as  though  we  were  refolved  to  make  trial 
ol  what  God  will  do  after  all  his  threatmngs  ?  Oh 
foolifh  people  !  do  you  thus  provoke  the  Lord  to 
jealoufy  ?  Are  you  ftronger  than  he?  Remember 
if  you  thus  continue,  your  feet  fhali  Hide  in  due 
time.  The  things  that  come  upon  you  make 
hafte  : — -And  nothing  but  repentance— nothing 
but  a  fpeedy  entrance  into  the  Gofpel  Ark — no¬ 
thing  but  taking  refuge  immediately  undei  Lm- 
manuel’s  wings,  can  fecure  you  an  efcape. 

II.  The  refemblance  between  us  and  the  old 
world  is  ftrong,  in  refpect  to  the  great  means  God 
is  uling  with  us  to  reclaim  us.  Noah  was  a 
preacher  of  rightcoufnefs  to  them,  but  we  have 
Jefus  Chrift  and  his  Apoftles  preaching  righte,ou£A 
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nefs  to  us.  The  exhortations  to  repentance — the 
warnings  of  our  danger  recorded  in  the  fcriptures, 
are  very  many ;  and  thefe  exhortations  and  warn¬ 
ings  are  fo  clear  and  pointed,  that  he  that  runs 
may  read  them.  He  muft  be  abfolutely  ftupid, 
and  nearly  funk  into  a  hate  of  Atheifm,  that  does 
not  perceive  and  underhand  thier  voice.  They 
proclaim  aloud  the  height  and  enormity  of  our 

%vickednefs,  and  the  difpleafure  of  Heaven  againft 
us. 

How  loudly  have  we  been  called  upon  to  repent 
and  change  our  ways  !  Howearneftly  and  frequent¬ 
ly  has  the  importance  and  neceffity  hereof  been 
inculcated  upon  us  ! — How  exprefs  have  been  the 
warnings  we  have  had,  and  hill  have  of  the  dan¬ 
ger  of  our  natural  courfes  of  fin  and  pleafure  ! — - 
How  often  have  the  terrors  of  that  wrath,  to  which 
we  expofe  ourfelves  by  impenitence,  formality  and 
negligence  in  religion,  been  painted  and  exhibit¬ 
ed  to  our  view,  from  the  word  of  God  \ — How  dif- 
tinchly  have  the  glories  and  divine  rewards  of  the 
Gofpel  been  fet  before  us,  to  induce  us  to  prefer 
the  fervice  and  work  of  Jefus  Chrih,  to  all  the  flat¬ 
tering,  delufive,  and  finful  enjoyments  of  this 
world  ! — How  many  events  have  we  met  with  in 
the  courfe  of  our  lives,  to  roufe  our  attention  to 
the  vanity  of  all  things  below  the  fun  ! — IVe  have 
had  line  upon  liney  and  precept  upon  precept — and 
notwithhanding  all  this,  does  not  an  awful  and 
fatal  fecurity  prevail  among  us,  as  it  did  among 
the  inhabitants  of  the  antediluvian  world  ? 
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III.  The  amazing  wickednefs  which  abounds 
among  all  ranks  of  men,  befpeaks  a  too  great 
likenefs  between  us  and  them.  It  is  recorded  o» 
them,  that  all  flejb  bad  corrupted  their  way,  and  the 
earth  was  filled  with  violence.  And  is  not  this  aw¬ 
fully  true  with  regard  to  us  ? — I  cannot  now  pur- 
fue  this  argument  in  all  its  parts,  or  give  the  black 

detail  of  reigning 

imitation  to  be  general  find  true.  W6uld  to  God 
that  the  matters  and  evidences,  applicaole  to  the 
fupport  of  this  reprefentation,  were  lefs  obvious 
and  lefs  abundant !— What  a  growing  contempt 
for  divine  revelation  takes  place  among  us  ?  Wna>. 
attempts  are  daily  made  to  weaken  its  authoiity 
and  influence  ?— Vain  are  all  devices  to  fupport 
virtue  by  ingenious  theories,  and  labored  argu¬ 
ments,  when  the  plain  and  Ample  doctrines  of  the 
Gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift  are  fet  afide.  Oh !  how  blas¬ 
phemous  an  infult  on  the  perfections  of  God,  ts 
the  attempt  to  fubftitute  other  methods  to  pro¬ 
mote  virtue  in  the  room  of  the  ever  blefled  Gof¬ 
pel,  in  the  place  of  this  glorious  inftrument  of 
Heaven  for  the  fupport  of  Religion  1  Will  not  a 
jealous  God  take  vengeance,  and  confound  tne  de- 
lrgns  of  all  fuch  deiftical  and  antcuiluvian  build¬ 
ers! _ But  leaving  this,  what  fort  of  wickednefs 

docs  not  abound  among  us  ?  How  is  the  name, 
the  dreadful  name  of  God  profaned  ?  How  often 
are  our  ears  ftunned  with  hellifh  oaths,  and  direful 
rrnprecations  ? — How  are  God  s  iaoDaths  aoufed . 
How  are  the  ordinances,  and  fpecial  inflitutions 
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of  Jefijs  Chrift  negledted  ?  What  reflraint  of  pray-, 
er  ?  \\  hat  thoughtleflhefs,  rejecting  all.  ’the  great 
realities  of  eternity,  take  place  ?  How  does  heart, 
ly  drunkennefs,  and  more  than  beaftly  unclean, 
nefs,  in  all  their  horrid  forms,  defile  our  land  ?— , 
And  how  has  love  and  friendfhip  among  mankind 
ceafed?  What  extortion  and  injurtice _ what  trick¬ 

ing,  defrauding,  overreaching,  and  cheating,  aU 
moft  every  where  abound  ? — Alas !  how  few  are  ok 
clean  hands,  how  few  are  of  pure  hearts  ! 

How  are  mankind  plunged  and  funk  into  ini, 
quity  !  How  do  they  add  drunkennefs  to  theft* 
licentioufnefs  to  liberty,  profanenefs  to  foolifh  jeft, 
ing,  and  to  all  thefe,  a  total  neglecrt  of  divine  ad, 
monitions,  and  yet  vainly  imagine  they  fhall  have 
peace !-  \\  ill  not  the  eternal  God  caufe  his  j  ealou, 
fy  to  fmoke  againrt  fuchfecure  and  bold  tranfgref- 
iors  r—Jenovah’s  wrath  is  already  enkindled,  and 
unlels  we  awake  to  repentance  and  reformation* 
it  will  furely  burn  unto  the  lowejl  hell!  It  will  con, 
fume  the  young  man  and  the  virgin ,  the  fuckling  alfo 
with  the  man  of  grey  hairs.. 

Let  us  hearken  to  the  divine  voice,  and  not  be 
found  proclaiming  defiance  to  the  vengeance  of 
Heaven.  Oh  !  that  fecure,  ftupid,  and  carelefs 
finners  would  make  a  ftand  ;  lay  your  ways  feri- 

oully  to  heart ;  confider  what  is  likely  to  become 
of  you,  and  what  you  will  do  at  the  awful  appear, 
anee  of  the  Son  of  Man  ! 
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Go.  confefs  your  fins  ;  mourn  for  your  iniqui¬ 
ties  ;  break  oft’  from  your  tranfgreflions  ;  and  cry 
unto  the  Lord,  and  it  may  be  that  he  will  refham 
the  fiercenefs  of  deferved  wrath,  and  beftow  blel- 

fings  upon  you. 

Let  the  wicked  man  forjake  his  way ,  and  the  un¬ 
righteous  man  his  thoughts s  and  let  him  return  unto  the 
Lord  and  he  will  have  mercy  upon  him ,  and  to  our  God, 
for  he  will  abundantly  pardon . 

Prepare  to  meet  thy  God ,  0  Ifrael. — Let  there  be 
a  general  preparation.  The  Loid  is  on  his  way. 
Behold  he  comes  quickly  1  Gird  up  the  loins  of 
your  minds,  and  go  ye  forth  to  meet  him,  repent¬ 
ing  of  your  fins,  acquiefcing  in  the  Gofpel  plan  of 
reconciliation,  obferving  all  the  commandments 
and  ordinances  of  God.  But  it  tnis  advice  feem 
evil  unto  you,  prepare,  O  Sinners,  foi  judgment ! 
Prepare  to  meet  an  incenfed  judge  !  Our  God  is  a 
confuming.  fire ! — Upon  the  wicked  he  Jhall  rain 
Jnares ,  fire,  and  brimjlone ,  and  an  horrwle  tempefi ; 
this  Jhall  be  the  portion  of  your  cup. 

Let  it  be  the  fervent  prayer  of  all,  that  God 
would  awaken  the  fecure,  alarm  the  ftupid  and  in- 
confiderate,  and  turn  multitudes  to  righteoufnefs. 


SERMON  VII. 


GROWTH  in  GRACE. 

\ 

B  Y 

JOHN  H.  LIVINGSTON,  D.  D.  S.  T.  P. 

I 

One  of  theMiniflers  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church,  New- York* 


2  Peter  iii.  ig. 

—  But  grow  in  Grace.  - - 

XJOTHING  can  be  more  worthy  of  our  at-* 
^  ^  tention  than  the  great  truths  of  Religion.— 
There  is  no  fcience  fo  fublime  in  its  object,  fo  fure 
in  its  principles,  or  fo  important  in  its  confequen- 
ces.  Nothing  can  be  conceived  more  extenlive 
for  fpeculation,  and  at  the  fame  time  more  imme¬ 
diately  influential  upon  our  conduit.  Theory  and 
practice  are  here  infeparably  connected,  and  the 
acknowledging  of  the  truths  will  always  lead  to  god- 
hnefs.  A  fuperficial  acquaintance  with  feme  par¬ 
ticular  doitrines,  and  a  bigotted  attachment  to 
favorite  tenets  may  foon  be  obtained,  and  confi- 
dered  by  many  as  an  important  acquifition.  Buc 
the  leaft  reflection  muft  convince  us,  that  fuch 
have  reafon  to  conclude,  they  are  not  taught  of  the 
ford,  and  know  nothing  yet  as  they  ought  to  know * 
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There  is  in  Religion  a  connexion,  a  harmony, 
a  chain  fo  firmly  united,  that  it  cannot  be  under¬ 
stood,  if  taken  only  in  detached  parcels.  Like  a 
beautiful  and  ufeful  machine,  when  deprived  of 
any  eftential  part,  the  whole  is  deformed  or  de¬ 
ft  royed.  In  a  coherent  fyftemof  dodrine,  there 
can  be  nothing  ufelefs,  nothing  repugnant,  no¬ 
thing  which  ought  not  to  occupy  the  very  place 
w  hich  the  divine  author,  who  compofed  the  whole, 
has  affigned  it.  What  will  become  of  Religion  if 
we  embrace  any  of  its  dodrines  feparately  ?  What 
is  the  Religion  of  the  Gofpel,  if  the  law  can  jufti- 
fy,  or  the  Redeemer  be  not  honored  as  the  righte- 
oufnefs  and  ftrength  of  his  people  ?  What  becomes 
of  Religion,  if  faith  be  not  produdive  of  good 
works,  or  an  hope  is  entertained  of  feeing  God 
without  the  love  and  pradice  of  holinefs?  How 
mutilated,  how  changed,  how  oppofite  to  itfelf 
the  whole  can  be  made  to  appear,  when  only  a 
part  is  brought  forward  to  view  !  and  how  unfafe 
and  wavering  mud  that  man  remain,  who  refts  fa- 
tisfied  with  fmall  attainments,  and  a  partial  know¬ 
ledge  of  divine  truths  I 

The  Apoftle  Paul  reproves  the  Hebrews  for 
their  little  progrefs  in  knowledge,  and  urges  them 
to  go  on  unto  perfedion.  There  are  fome  truths 
which  may  be  confidered  as  principles  of  the  dottrinc 
of  Chrijt  ;  fo  plainly  revealed,  fo  Ample  and  evi¬ 
dent,  that  mere  babes  in  underftanding  can  re¬ 
ceive  and  digeft  them.  But  to  be  always  con¬ 
tented  with  thefe,  without  aiming  at  farther  pro* 


grefs,  would  be  to  feed  upon  milk,  when  an  ad¬ 
vanced  age  renders  it  proper  to  take  ftronger  meat* 

In  the  verfe,  of  which  our  text  is  a  part,  the 
Apoftle  Peter  alfo  exhorts  believers  to  grow,  in 
knowledge,  Grozv,  fays  he,  in  grace ,  and  in  the 
knozvledge  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  fcfas  Chrijl,  He 
comprifes  all  religious  knowledge,  all  tnat  Dtiiev- 
ers  ought  to  be  anxious  to  attain,  as  far  as  it  re¬ 
lates  to  falvation,  in  knowing  the  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  5  and  with  great  propriety,  for  in  him  the 
fulnefs  of  the  godhead  dwells  bodily .  Tne  eternal 

Son  is  one  with  the  Father,  and  is  very  God.  All 
the  riches  of  the  full  affurance  of  underfunding ,  is 
found  in  the  acknowledgment  of  the  myflery  of  God \ 
and  of  the  Father ,  and  of  Chrift*  In  him  alfo,  as 
mediator,  are  hid  all  the  treaf tires  of  wifdom  and 
knowledge  ;  and  to  him  as  the  glorious  centre,  all 
the  lines  of  Religion  are  dire&ed.  To  know  him, 
therefore >  and  to  experience  the  power  of  his  refur- 
rediiony  was  the  fum  of  Paul's  defires,  and  ought 
to  be  the  higheft  wifh  of  every  believer. — In  this 
life,  at  beft,  we  fee  through  a  glafs  darkly <  The 

cleareft  manifeftations  of  the  Redeemer  are  but 
the  hiding  of  his  power.;  and  the  moft  lively  views 
of  faith  difeover  only  a  part  of  his  ways>  and  prove 
how  little  a  portion  is  known  of  him.  How  little 
do  his  people  know  of  that  depth  of  humiliation 
to  which  the  Saviour  Hooped ;  of  the  greatnefs  oG 
his  fufferings  ;  and  of  the  height  of  that  glory  to 

which  their  Emmanuel  is  now  exalted !— How 

# 

little  have  they  difeovered  of  the  my  fiery  of  their: 
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union  with  Chrift ;  and  of  the  value  of  his  righte- 
oufnefs !  How  fmall  is  their  acquaintance  with 
the  ways  of  the  Lord  in  his  fanduary,  and  his  deal¬ 
ings  in  providence  !  After  the  longed  experience, 
after  the  greateft  progrefs,  there  is  ftill  a  breadth 
and  length ,  a  depth  and  height ,  which  they  have  not 
comprehended  ;  there  remain  riches  in  the  love  of 
Chrift  which  pafs  their  knowledge,  and  leave  an 
unbounded  field  for  farther  inveftigation.  Reft 
not  therefore  fatisfied  with  what  you  have  attain¬ 
ed,  but  grow lays  the  Apoftle,  in  the  knowledge  of 
our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift . 

But  Petei  premifes  as  his  firft  and  principal  ex¬ 
hortation,  to  groiv  in  grace.  This  may  be  consi¬ 
dered  as  comprifing  knowledge,  and  including 
dill  mote.  The  taft  part  of  the  verfe  can  be  view— 
ed  as  explanatory  of  the  firft,  while  it  directs  in 
wnat  way  believers  are  chiefly  to  grow  in  grace, 
namely,  by  growing  in  the  knowledge  of  Chrift, 
as  we  fhall  directly  fee. 

Without  referring  you  to  the  context,  which 
would  lead  us  too  far  from  our  fubjecl,  let  it  fuf- 
fice  toobferve,  that  the  exhortation  now  before  us, 
is  immediately  connected  with  the  warning,  the 
Apoftle  had  juft  given,  refpeding  the  abufe  of 
feripture  ;  which  was  often  wrefed ,  by  the  unlearn¬ 
ed  and  unf  able y  to  their  own  defruci ton.  This  gave 
occafion  for  the  laft  word  ot  advice,  and  one  of  the 
moft  important  Peter  ever  wrote,  but  grow  in  grace . 
As  if  the  the  Apoftle  had  faid,  whatever  others 
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may  do  with  the  fcripture,  however  erroneous  in 
their  dodtrines,  or  wicked  in  their  lives  they  may 
prove  ;  be  you,  believers,  upon  your  guard.  he- 
ware  left  ye  be  led  away  with  the  error  of  the  wick - 
ed.  Although  you  cannot  totally  and  finally  fall 
from  grace,  if  ever  ye  have,  indeed,  been  unit¬ 
ed  to  Chrift,  yet  ye  can  fall  from  your  own  fleadfaji- 
vefs ;  you  may  lofe  your  comforts,  and  forfeit 
your  ufefulnefs ;  you  may  become  involved  in. 
darknefs,  and  bring  a  train  of  afflictions  and  chafi- 
tifements  upon  yourfelves.  As  an  antidote  a- 
gainft  this,  as  the  beft  prefervative  againft  back- 
fliding,  as  the  fum  of  all  the  chriftian  duties, 
grow  in  grace .  Whatever  progrefs  you  may  have 
made  in  Religion,  you  mull  ftill  proceed.  There 
is  no  fixed  point  at  which  a  believer  may  flop. 
Each  portion  of  life  has  its  peculiar  duties.  To 
what  degree  foever  you  have  brought  your  fandti- 
fication,  unlefs  you  carry  it  farther,  go  on  and  per- 
fevere,  you  will  act  contrary  to  the  fpirit  and  let¬ 
ter  of  the  Gofpel.  You  may  be  nearer  the  end 
than  others  who  have  not  made  the  fame  progrefs, 
but  you  have  not  yet  obtained  the  prize.  You 
may  have  performed  the  duties  of  youth,  but  thole 
of  manhood  and  old  age  remain  to  be  difcharged. 
You  may  have  fulfilled  the  duties  of  profperity, 
but  thofe  of  adverfity,  of  ficknefs,  and  of  dying, 
are  yet  to  be  accompiifned.  To  confine  yourfelves 
to  a  certain  circle  of  duties,  comforts  and  exercifes; 
to  ftop  at  any  determined  period,  to  be  fatisfied, 
with  what  you  have  already  attained  of  love,  of 
faith,  or  holinefs,  is  fo  contrary  to  the  nature  of 


II 


Livingston. 

true  Religion ;  that  whoever  finds  a  reludance  for 
farthei  advancement,  or  feels  lukewarm  refpeding 
a  progr efs  towards  higher  perfection,  has  reafon  to, 
call  in  queftion  his  former  attainments,  and  ex¬ 
amine,  narrowly,  whether  the  fpirit  of  Chrift 
dwelleth  in  him. 

^Religion,  like  every  other  principle  in  the  foul 
of  man,  is  progreffive.  Wherever  it  is  planted  it 
will  increafe.  This  is  one  never  failing  mark  of 
its  truth  and  its  divinity.  It  is  notorily  the  com¬ 
mand  or  God,  but  it  is  tne  imcere  defire  of  every 
regenerate  foul  to  grow  in  grace.  This  is  the  fub- 
jed  to  which  your  attention  is  this  evening  to  be 
called.  To  affift  you  in  forming  right  ideas  ref- 
peding  growth  in  grace,  and  excite  you  to  attend 
tncreto,  is  what,  as  the  Lord  fhall  enable  me,  I 
now  propofe.  In  doing  this  I  muft,  firft,  explain 
theapoftolic  exhortations;  and  then,fecondly,dired 
you  to  the  beft  means  for  complying  with  the  lame. 

Grow  in  grace,  this  is  the  exhortation  of  the 
apoftle,  this  the  folemn  charge,  expreffive  of  a  du¬ 
ty  univerfally  binding  upon  all  believers,  and  ex¬ 
tending  to  Chriftians  of  every  defcription.  None 
fo  young  in  the  fervice  of  Chrift  as  to  be  exempt¬ 
ed  ;  and  none  fo  old  or  advanced  in  ftation,  cha- 
rader  or  perfedion,  as  to  be  raifed  above  it.  All 
have  need  of  growth  in  grace,  and  the  exhortation 
is  addreffed  to  all.  To  enable  you  to  underftand 
this,  I  muftjhy?  (hew  you  wherein  growth  in  grace 

confifts.  And  then  what  is  implied  in  the  exhor¬ 
tation. 
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To  know  wherein  growth  in  grace  confifis,  it  is 
necelfary  previously  to  afeertain  the  idea  that  is 
here  to  be  affixed  to  the  word  grace.  1  his,  in  its 
uftial  and  higheft  acceptation,  means  the  love  Oi 
God  ;  but  it  means  his  love  conlidered  in  a  parti¬ 
cular  view  as  it  is  exercifed  towards  finneis,  as  it 
has  for  its  objeft  not  only  the  miferaole,  the  help- 
lefs  and  forlorn,  but  the  rebellious,  the  vile,  the 
unworthy,  who  have  forfeited  his  favor,  and  de- 
ferve  his  wrath.  Thus,  by  grace  ye  arefaved:  that 
is,  not  by  merit,  but  by  love  freely  extended  to 
guilty  and  polluted  creatures.  And  again,  the  grace 
of  God  that  bringeth  falvation  hath  appeared  to  all 
men  :  that  is,  the  love  of  God,  who  fo  loved  the 
world,  as  to  give  his  only  begotten  fon,  is  now  tyy  a 
preached  gofpel  made  manifeft  to  Jews  and  Gen¬ 
tiles,  and  publicly  offered  to  all,  without  diftinc- 
tion  of  nation,  age,  fex,  or  character. 

But  grace  exprefles  alfo,  in  the  language  of 
feripture,  the  effedts  of  this  love,  and  comprehends 
all  the  benefits  of  the  new  covenant,  as  they  are 
freely  beftow7ed  and  favingly  applied  to  the  elect 
linner.  Thus  j unification  through  the  imputed 
righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  is  grace.  Being  juftified 
freely  by  his  grace.  All  that  is  wrought  by  the  bleffi- 
ed  influences  of  the  holy  fpirit  in  the  fouls  of  his 
people,  is  grace.  Effedtual  calling,  a  new  heart, 
fandtification  and  perfeverance ;  in  one  word, 
whatever  is  neceflary  to  render  believers  meet  to 
be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in 
light,  is  all  grace.  Of  hisfulnefs  have  we  all  receiv- 
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ed>  an<l  grace  for  grace.  The  foundation  is  laid  in 
grace,  and  when  the  head  ftone  is  brought  forth, 

the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  will  fhout,  in  regard  to 
the  whole  plan,  grace y  grace* 

Lis  with  refpecl  to  grace  in  this  laft  view,  wc 
ai  e  to  underhand  the  apoftle  in  the  text,  when  he 
exhorts  believers  to  grow  in  grace.  The  love 
of  God,  on  his  part,  is  not  fufceptible  of  increafe. 
It  is  perfect  and  abfolutely  unchangeable.  He 
loves  with  an  everlafting  love  ;  and  whom  he  lov- 
eth,  ne  loveth  to  the  end.  But  zve  may  advance 
in  experiencing  the  bleiled  effedts  of  redeeming 
love.  We  may  grow  in  the  graces  of  the  fpirit, 
and  become  more  univerfally  holy.  This  is  what 
the  apoftle  means,  and  this  is  what  I  now  muft;  en¬ 
deavor  to  explain. — Could  I  content  myfelf  in 
fumming  up  the  whole  in  few  words,  I  might  fay 
—to  grow  in  grace  is  to  improve  in  holinefs.  It 
10  to  become  more  conformable  to  the  image  of 
the  Son  of  God  ;  more  eftablifhed  in  the  truths  of 
religion  *  and  more  genuine,  habitual  and  uniform 
in  all  our  acts  of  obedience.  But  this  general  view 
oi  the  fubjedt  is  not  fufficient.  To  fhew  you  in 
what  it  confifts,  I  muft  defcend  to  particulars.  I 
obferve,  therefore 

I#  Srow  Li  grace,  is  to  grow  in  habitual  re~ 
pent  a  ace ;  to  become  more  humble  and  contrite  ; 
to  know  toe  plague  of  our  own  heart ;  and  loathe  and 
abhor  ourfelves  on  that  account  more  fincereiy 
hciore  God.— i  he  leading  exercifes  of  the  foul  in 
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eonverfion,  refpedted  the  malignant  nature  and 
exceeding  greatnefs  of  our  fins.  The  holy  fpirit 
firit  taught  us  from  the  word  to  know  our  mifery, 
and  mourn  over  our  depraved  natures  ;  and  he 
continues,  by  his  blefied  operations,  to  lead  us  into 
clearer  views  of  the  fpirituality  of  the  divine  law, 
and  more  accurate  difcoveries  of  our  own  vilenefs 
and  unworthinefs.  Under  fuch  teachings,  a  great¬ 
er  hatred  againft  fin  mufi  arife,  a  more  conftant 
forrow  for  it,  and  ardent  longings  to  be  delivered 
from  the  body  of  this  death.  To  grow  in  grace,  is  to 
grow  in  habitual  repentance. 

2.  To  grow  in  grace,  is  to  grow  in  faith.  IVe 
are  bound,  fays  the  apoftle,  to  thank  God  always  for 
you  brethren,  becaufe  that  your  faith  groweth  exceed¬ 
ingly.  By  adverting  to  the  nature  of  faith,  and 
what  is  predicated  in  the  word  of  God  concerning 
it,  you  will  be  able  to  fee,  in  what  refpedts,  the 
faints  may  grow  in  faith,  and  how  efiential  a  part 
this  conftitutes  ol  the  fubjeCt  now  before  us. 

Saving  faith  is  not  merely  the  fimple  aCt  of  the 
underftanding,  which  receives  a  report,  and  aflents 
to  its  truth  upon  credible  evidence ;  but  it  is  a 
complex  aCt,  comprifing  alfo  the  confent  of  the 
will,  and  conformable  exercifes  of  the  affections. 
It  is  not  only  a  believing  there  is  a  Saviour,  and  e- 
ven  that  wc  need  his  help ;  but  it  is  an  aCtual  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  him  as  he  is  offered  in  the  gofpel  ;  a 
receiving  him  for  ourfelves  in  all  his  glorious  offi¬ 
ces,  as  the  I,o rd  our  righteoufnefs.  But  what  now 
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are  the  effeds  of  this  faith  ?  What  does  it  pro¬ 
duce  ?  How  does  it  work  ?  We  anfwer  in  few 
words  : — By  faith  the  foul  becomes  united  to 
Chrift,  He  that  is  joined  to  the  Lord  is  one  fpirit . 
I  in  them>  and  thou  in  me,  that  they  may  be  made  per¬ 
fect  in  one .  The  fpirit  of  Chrift  is  the  bond  of  this 
union  upon  his  part,  and  faith  upon  the  part  of  be¬ 
lievers. — Faith  is  that  grace  by  which  we  are  juf- 
tified.  Being jujlified  by  faith . — <(  Not  that  we  are 
“  acceptable  to  God  upon  account  of  the  worthi- 
€C  nefs  of  our  faith,  but  becaufe  only  the  fatisfac- 
cc  tion  and  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  is  our  righte- 
“  oufnefs  before  God,  and  we  cannot  receive  and 
“  apply  the  fame  any  other  way  than  by  faith  on- 
u  ly.” — Faith  purifies  the  heart;  and  zvithout 
works  it  is  dead. — It  magnifies  the  Lord  Jefus : 
'Unto you  who  believe  he  is  precious.  It  introduces 
the  foul  to  folid  peace  and  reft.  We  which  have 
believed  do  enter  into  reft. — Faith  overcomes  the 
world. — Faith  leads  to  a  patient  waiting  for  the 
accomplifhment  of  the  promifes.  He  that  believ- 
ethyjhall  not  make  hafte.  It  direds  to  the  throne  of 
grace,  and  enables  the  faints  to  draw  near  with  a 
true  heart.— It  is  a  grace  more  precious  than  gold, 
and  the  believer  muft  exped  to  have  it  tried.  In 
a  word,  faith  is  the  gift  of  God.  It  is  the  fubftance 
of  things  hoped  for,  and  the  evidence  of  things  not  feen . 
It  is  that  by  which  the  believer  lives.  He  walks 
by  faith  ;  and  it  will  abide  until  it  has  performed 
its  whole  work,  and  is  at  laft  changed  into  vifion. 
I  live,  faid  Paul,  yet  not  I,  but  Chrift  liveth  in  me  $ 


and  the  life  which  I  now  live  in  the  flefh,  I  live  by  the 
faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me  and  gave  himfelf 
for  me. 

From  this  general  view,  you  may  anticipate 
what  is  meant  by  growing  in  faith.  It  is  to  be¬ 
come  more  confirmed  in  the  truth  ;  and,  from 
doubts  and  fears,  to  rife  into  a  ftrong  and  filial 
confidence.  It  is  to  realize  the  union  which  is 
effected  with  Chrifi,  and  more  habitually  to  de¬ 
rive  all  needed  fupplies  from  him,  as  our  living 
and  covenant  head.  We  grow  in  faith,  when  it  be¬ 
comes  more  adiive,  vigorous  and  productive  of 
good  works.  When  we  are  enabled  in  the  fpirit- 
ual  warfare  to  take  the  fhield  of  faiths  and  therewith 

quench  the  fiery  darts  of  the  wicked .  And  when  in 
the  darkeft  feafons  and  the  fevered:  trials,  we  learn 

to  fay,  though  he  flay  me ,  yet  will  I  truft  in  him. — 
Then  we  improve,  when  wc  are  taught  more 
cheerfully  to  fubmit  to  the  yoke  of  Chrifi: ;  to  look 
unto  Jefus ;  and  to  efteem  it  our  higheft  honor 
and  happinefs  to  deny  ourfelves,  take  up  our  crofs 
daily,  and  follow  him*.  Lord ,  faid  the  difciples, 
increafe  our  faith.  To  grow  in  grace,  is  to  grow  in 
faith. 

3*  To  grow  in  grace,  is  to  improve  in  our  love 
to  God.  To  love  God,  is  to  fei  him  always  before 
us,  as  feeing  him  who  is  invifible  ;  to  meditate  upon 
his  glorious  perfections ;  and  feel  a  fervent  outgo¬ 
ing  of  the  heart  towards  him,  as  the  firft,  the  great¬ 
er,  and  the  beft  of  beings,  the  treafure,  the  portion 

*  v»».  * 
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of  the  foul,  our  Father  and  our  God.  We  grow 
in  love  when  we  increafe  in  our  defires  to  become 
holy  as  he  is  holy,  and  prefer  his  communion  and 
fellowfhip  above  our  chief  joys.  When  having 
taffed  that  he  is  gracious,  and  experienced  his  love 
Ihed  abroad  upon  our  hearts,  we  are  pained  at  his 
abfence,  and  anxious  to  draw  near  to  him ,  and  have 
him  lift  up  t toe  light  of  his  countenance  upon  us.  Then 
we  grow  in  love,  when  we  feel  it  becoming  Jirong 
as  death y  and  engaging  us  to  live  for  him,  whofe  we 
are  and  whom  we  ferve.  When  we  can  lofe  the 
creature,  and  yet  find  a  fatisfying  portion  in  God. 
And  when  we  can  truly  fay,  not  only  with  refpeci 
to  the  earthly  fandluary,  but  to  his  courts  in  glory: 
My  foul  thirfleth  for  God,  for  the  living  God  •  when 
Jhall  I  come  and  appear  before  God  !  becaufe  thy  loving 
kindnefs  is  better  than  life ,  my  lips  Jhall  praife  thee. 

* Thus  will  I  blefs  thee  while  I  live.  I  will  lift  up  my 
hands  in  thy  name.  My  foul Jhall  be  fed  as  with  mar¬ 
row  and  fatnefs  ;  and  my  mouth  Jhall  praife  thee  with 
joyful  lips.  To  grow  in  grace  is  to  grow  in  love 
to  God, 

JV 

4.  To  grow  in  grace  is  to  advance  in  zeal  for 
the  glory  of  God.  Innumerable  motives  prefs 
upon  the  mind  to  engage  us  to  glorify  him.  Whe¬ 
ther  we  live  we  are  the  Lord's,  and  whether  we  die 
we  are  the  Lord's,  whether  we  live ,  therefore ,  or  die, 
we  are  the  Lord's .  We  are  witnejfes  for  God ;  a 
people  formed  for  himfelf,  that  we  fhould  Jhew 
forth  his  praife.  When  we  unde  riband  thefe  mo¬ 
tives  better,  when  we  feel  their  influence  more* 
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and  by  thefe  are  urged  to  dedicate  all  we  are  and 
have  to  God,  .and  improve  our  influence  upon 
others  around  us  to  do  the  fame,  then  we  grow  in 
zeal.  We  grow  in  zeal  when  we  become  more  uni¬ 
form  in  our  obedience,  more  Angle  in  our  views, and 
more  fervently  active  in  fhewing  forth  the  praifes 
of  him  who  hath  called  us  out  of  darknefs  into  his  mar¬ 
vellous  light .  The  zeal  of  thine  houfey  fays  the  Pfalm- 
ift,  hath  eaten  me  up  ;  and  the  reproaches  of  them  that 
reproached  thee  are  fallen  upon  me.  Horror  hath  t  ali¬ 
en  hold  upon  mey  becaufe  of  the  wicked  that  forfake  thy 
law.  Oh  let  the  wickednefs  of  the  wicked  come  to  an 
end  l  0  that  the  falvation  of  If rael  were  come  out  of 
Zion  ! 

There  is  indeed  frequently  in  young  converts* 
a  zeal  without  knowledge ;  a  boldnefs  of  fpirit* 
unreftrained  by  prudence,  and  untaught  by  expe¬ 
rience.  Like  Jehu,  they  are  ready  to  fay — come 
with  me  and  fee  my  zeal  for  the  Lord.  The  prirlli- 
ple,  in  part,  is  right,  although  it  is  mixed  wit$i 
unhallowed  paffions,  and  tainted  with  pride.  But 
a  more  extenflve  acquaintance  with  the  deceitful- 
nefs  of  their  own  hearts,  and  maturer  attention  to 
the  nature  and  difficulties  of  the  Chnftian  life,  is 
found  foon  to  humble  their  forward  fpirits,  and 
lead  them  into  the  paths  of  fober  and  genuine 
zeal — It  is  good  to  be  zealoujly  affected  always  in  a 
good  thing  ;  and  the  Lord  Jefus  gave  himfelf for  usy 
that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniquity ,  and  purify 
unto  himfelf  a  peculiar  people ,  zealous  of  good  works. 
It  is  proper  to  ferve  God,  not  with  a  luke-warm 
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foul,  which  Offers  the  lame  and  the  fick ,  but  with  our 
whole  heart,  with  raifed  affedtions,  and  with  fer¬ 
vent.)  of  fpiiit.  To  grow  in  grace  is  to  grow  in 
zeal. 

5.  To  grow  in  grace  is  to  become  more  btaven- 
ly  minded .  The  Redeemer  has  brought  life  and 
immortality  to  light,  and  opened  profpe&s  to  our 
Mew,  which  could  only  be  obtained  by  a  divine 
revelation.  He  has  raifed  his  people,  efpecially 
under  the  New  Teftament  difpenfation,  to  exalt- 
jdprivileges,  and  made  us  to  fit  together  in  heavenly 
^wces  m  Chrijl  Jefus .  To  comprehend  thefe  pri¬ 
vileges  more  clearly ;  to  relifh  them  higher ;  and 
have  our  converfation  more  and  more  as  citizens 
of  Heaven,  is  to  grow  in  heavenly  mindednefs. — 
When  the  temper  and  views  of  ftrangers  and  pil¬ 
grims  prevail  in  us,  and  we  find  our  affections 
more  placed  upon  things  above ;  when  the  work 
of  Heaven  is  more  pleafant  and  habitual,  our  wor- 
finip  fpiritual,  and  our  praifes  affectionate,  then  we 
become  more  heavenly  minded.  To  meditate  up¬ 
on  the  heavenly  Jemfalemy  the  innumerable  company 
of  Angels ,  and  the  general  affembly  of  the  church,  and 
fief -born  which  are  written  in  Heaven  •  to  feel  an 
habitual  defire  of  joining  with  them  : — 

As  with  a  Seraph's  voice  to  fing  ! 

I  o  fly  as  on  a  Cherub's  wing  ! 

Performing  with  unwearied  hands. 

The  prefent  Saviour’s  high  commands! 
to  be  weaned  from  this  world  ;  willing  to  fiay, 
and  yet  dcfirous  to  depart  and  be  with  Chrift ;  this 
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is  to  become  more  heavenly  minded,  and  this  is. 
to  grow  in  grace. 

6.  Finally,  to  grow  in  grace,  is  to  be  emptied  of 
of  all  de pen  dance  upon  ourfelvesi  and  pra  flic  ally  to  con - 
fiitute  the  blejfed  Jefus  our  all  and  in  all .  He  mu  ft 
increafe,  but  we  muft  decreafe.  We  take  him  for 
our  all  when  fir  ft  we  believe  ;  but  what  that  fully 
implies,  we  do  not,  when  firft  we  believe,  yet  un- 
derftand.  To  grow  in  grace  is  the  unfolding  of 
that  myftery.  It  is  experimentally  to  know  that 
Chrift  is  or  God  made  unto  us yfanftification.  That 
in  the  Lord  we  have  not  only  righteou fuels, 
but  in  him  alfo  we  have  firength .  It  is  to  experi¬ 
ence  that  when  we  are  weak,  then  we  are  ftrong, 
and  when  we  grow  downward  in  humility,  patience 
and  refignation,  then  we  moft  effectually  grow  up™ 
wards  in  holinefs.  -  in  this  laft  particular,  perhaps 
more  than  in  any  other,  the  faints  are  enabled  to 
difeern  their  growth  in  grace.  They  become  in 
their  own  eyes,  more  vile,  more  empty  and  help- 
lefs,  while  the  grace  of  Chrift  proves  fufficient  for 
them,  and  his  firength  is  made  perfect  in  their  weak ~ 
nefs . 

Time  would  fail  me  to  enumerate  all  the  fruits 
of  the  fpirit,  or  defeend  to  all  the  branches  of  duty 
in  v/hich  a  growth  in  grace  is  exemplified.  Let 
it  fuffice  to  clofe  this  part  of  the  fubjecl,  by  faying 
in  one  word,  which  fums  up  the  whole,  that  as 
far  as  our  wills  become  conformable  to  the  will  of 
Ood>  fo  far  and  no  farther  we  grow  in  grace,— To 


128  LIVINGS  T.O  N. 

this  we  are  exhorted  in  the  text.  This  diftift- 
guifhes  the  real  Chriftian  from  the  hypocrite,  the 
living  faint  from  the  dead  formalift.  To  this  the 
principle  implanted  in  regeneration  will  prompt 
us ;  and  this  the  Redeemer  exprefsly  declares  to 
be  charadteriftic  of  his  difciples.  Every  good  tree 
Inngeih  forth  good  fruit .  I  am  the  vine>  ye  are  the 
branches ,  he  that  abideth  in  me>  and  I  in  him>  the  fame 
brmgeth  forth  much  fruity  for  without  me  ye  can  do  no¬ 
thing.  Herein  is  my  Father  glorified  that  ye  bear  much 
fruity  fo  Jhall  ye  be  my  difciples. 

Having  feen  what  is  meant  by  growing  in 
grace,  permit  me  now,  in  a  few  fhort  obfervati- 
ons,  to  fhevv  you  what  is  implied  in  this  exhorta¬ 
tion.  And, 

i.  It  is  evident,  to  grow  in  grace,  implies  that 
a  foul  has  received  grace.  The  tree  mu  ft  be  plant¬ 
ed  before  it  can  grow.  The  Lord  is  to  be  fought 
and  ferved  after  the  due  order.  The  exhortation  in¬ 
deed  extends  to  all  who  read  the  word.  It  is  the 
duty  of  all  men  to  grow  in  grace.  But  the  uncon¬ 
verted  muft  obtain  grace,  they  muft  firft  receive 
the  Lord  Jefus  as  their  Saviour,  before  they  can 
follow  him ;  the  principle  of  holinefs  muft  be  form¬ 
ed  in  the  heart  by  regeneration,  before  it  can  pof~ 
fibly  grow. 

2 »  Growing  in  grace,  implies  an  actual  increafe . 
It  is  not  a  mere  nominal,  but  a  real ;  not  a  fictitious, 
but  a  true  and  fubftantial  advancement  in  holinefs. 
Who  ever  has  grown  in  grace,  is  become  wifer  and 


better  than  he  was  before.  It  is  oppofed  to  a  ftu- 
pid  fatisfaeffion  with  pad  attainments,  and  efpeci- 
ally,  to  all  backlliding.  It  has  its  own  peculiar 
marks  and  evidences,  by  which  it  may  be  diftin- 
guilhed  from  all  counterfeits,  and  is  effentially  dif¬ 
ferent  from  the  higheft  accomplifhments  which  the 
natural  man  can  pofiibly  poffefs. 

By  ftudy  and  attention,  an  extenfive  view  not 
only  of  fcience  in  general,  but  of  religion,  may  be 
obtained.  The  doctrines  can  be  known,  their 
connections  obferved,  and  the  arguments  by  which 
they  are  fupported,  properly  brought  forward, 
Reafon  and  revelation  fupply  materials  for  vaft 
erudition,  and  this,  when  joined  to  great  gifts,  may 
recommend  a  man  to  the  world  ;  but  after  all,  that 
man  may  fail  of  the  grace  of  God,  and  his  know- 
ledge  only  ferve  to  puff  him  up.  Though  I /peak 
vjith  the  tongues  of  men  and  of  angels ,  and  have  not 
charity ,  I  am  become  as  founding  brafs  or  a  tinkling 
cymbal .  Though  I  have  the  gift  of  prophecy ,  and  un « 
derfand  all  myfteries  and  all  knoveledge ,  and  have  not 
charity ,  I  am  nothing.  Thou  believeft  there  is  one  God, 
thou  doejl  welly  the  devils  alfo  believe  and  tremble.  A 
mere  growth  in  knowledge  or  gifts,  is  not  a  growth 
In  grace. 

Education,  connections  and  prejudice,  may  cre¬ 
ate  a  violent  attachment  to  fome  particular  doc¬ 
trines  and  forms  of  worfhip  ;  and  in  this  it  is  eafy 
to  go  great  lengths  ;  it  is  very  eafy  to  cry,  the  tem¬ 
ple  of  the  Lord ,  the  temple  of  the  Lord \  without  pol- 
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felling  the  leaft  degree  of  holinefs  or  love  to  the 

Lord  of  the  Temple- — To  grow  in  bigotry  is  not  to 
grow  in  grace. 

from  a  weaknefs  of  underftanding,  from  paffi- 
ons  liable  to  be  quickly  moved,  and  from  unfet¬ 
tled  principles,  the  human  mind  is  fufceptible  of 
ftrange  imprellions,  and  is  often  wrought  up  to 
moft  extravagant  heights ;  but  a  growth  in  entbu- 
fiafm  is  no  growth  in  grace. 

Our  holy  Religion  is  a  moft  reafonable  fervice. 
Its  principles  will  bear  the  levereft  fcrutiny,  and 
believers  can  give  a  realon  of  the  hope  that  is  in 
them.  Nothing  therefore  that  is  difhonorable  to 
God,  unworthy  of  man,  or  that  is  not  founded  up¬ 
on  fcripture,  muft  be  conftdered  as  genuine.  To 
the  law  and  to  the  tejiimony  ;  if  they  /peak  not  accord¬ 
ing  to  this  wordy  it  is  becaufe  there  is  no  light  in  them. 

3.  The  exhortation  to  grow  in  grace  implies, 
that  holinefs  is  progreffive ;  that  religion,  when  it 
firft  begins  in  the  heart,  is  not  fb  extenlive  ;  not, 
if  I  may  ufe  the  expreftion,  fo  complete  in  all  its 
parts,  fo  diftinguiftied  in  all  its  features,  as  it  af¬ 
terwards  becomes.  It  is  the  ufual  way  of  God,  in 
all  his  works,  to  rife  from  fmaller  beginnings  to 
perfection  ;  and  we  know  it  is  fo  in  religion.  By 
progreffive  fteps  his  people  are  led,  and  they  be¬ 
come  gradually  more  and  more  prepared  to  glori¬ 
fy  him  on  earth,  and  enjoy  him  in  heaven.  Hence, 
believers  are  compared  to  babes,  to  children,  to 
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young  men  and  to  fathers.  The  very  words  im¬ 
ply  very  different  degrees  of  knowledge,  ftrength, 
ufefulnefs  and  perfection. 

4.  This  exhortation  implies  a  pofztive  duty  in¬ 
cumbent  upon  all  believers,  to  defire  and  ftrive  to 
grow  in  grace.  It  is  their  duty,  becaufe  it  is  the 
exprefs  command  of  God — becaufe  it  is  promifed 
to  all  his  people — and  becaufe  it  has  always  been 

the  wifh  of  the  faints,,  their  principal  prayer  and 
conftant  practice.  The  paffages  in  fcripture 

which  refer  to  each  of  thefe  are  fo  numerous,  that 
to  mention  them  would  be  almoft  to  repeat  the 
Bible.  As  a  proof  refpeCting  the  practice  of  the 
feints,  let  me  only  remind  you  of  the  apoftle  Paul. 

<  Doyou  know/  (toufe  the  words  of  a  very  celebra¬ 
ted  preacher*)  c  do  you  know  a  greater  than  Paul  ? 
Can  you  conceive  virtue  in  a  more  eminent  de¬ 
gree  ?  Behold  a  man  fired  with  zeal,  making  what 
he  thought  the  caufe  of  God  his  own  caufe,  God’s 
enemies  his  enemies,  the  intereft  of  God  the  in- 
tereft  of  himfelf !  Behold  a  man  who  turns  his  at¬ 
tention  to  truth,  and,  the  moment  he  difeovers  it, 

embraces  and  openly  avows  it !  Behold  a  man,, 
who  not  content  to  be  an  ordinary  Chriflian,  and; 

to.fave  himfelf  alone,  afpiring  at  the  glory  of  car¬ 
rying  through  the  whole  world  for  public  advan¬ 
tage,  that  light  which  had  illuminated  himfelf! — 
Behold  a  man,  preaching,  writing  ! — What  am  l 
faying  ?  Behold  a  man,  fullering,  dying,  and  Leaf¬ 
ing  with  his  blood  the  truths  he  taught !  An  aiv 

*  Saurin  Serm*  1.  Cor.  ix.  36,  37. 
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dent  zealot,  a  fincere  convert,  an  accomplifhed 
minifter,  a  bleeding  martyr !— Shew  me  in  the 
modern  or  primitive  Church,  a  greater  character 
than  Paul !  Let  any  man  produce  a  Chriftian  who 
had  more  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  with  himfelf,  and 
who  had  more  right  to  pretend  that  he  had  dis¬ 
charged  all  his  duties  !  Yet  this  very  man,  this 
Paul,  forgot  thqfe  things  which  were  behind!  This 
very  Paul  was  pr effing  forward !  This  is  the  man 
who  feared  he  fhould  be  a  cafi  away !  And  you 
fmoaking  flax,  you  bruifed  reed ,  you  who  have  hard¬ 
ly  taken  root  in  the  Chriftian  foil,  you  who  have 
hardly  a  fpark  of  love  to  God,  do  you  think  your 
piety  fufficient?  Are  you  the  man  to  leave  off  en¬ 
deavoring  to  make  new  advances  ?’ 

S’  To  add  no  more,  this  exhortation  implies, 
that  as  it  is  our  duty  to  attend  to  this  one  thing,  fo 

we  may  be  affured  that  God  has  provided  proper 
means  for  our  obtaining  the  fame.  Sanctification, 
confidered  on  the  part  of  God,  and  as  wrought  by 
him  in  our  fouls,  is  one  of  the  benefits  of  the  cov¬ 
enant  of  grace,  and  infeparably  follows  after  jufti- 
fication.  But  he  deals  with  us  as  rational  beings, 
and  therefore,  fandlification  confidered  on  our 
part,  becomes  an  efiential  duty ;  and  we  mult  fee 
to  it,  that  we  are  faithful  and  diligent  in  the  ufe  of 
thole  means  which  God  has  appointed,  and  which 
are  wifely  calculated  to  produce  a  growth  in  grace. 
But  what  are  thofe  means  ?  In  what  way,  and  by 
what  method  can  this  great  end  be  belt  attained  ? 
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The  reply  to  thefe  enquiries  was  the  second 
thing  I  promifed,  and  which  I  now  intended  to 
make:— But  the  fubjed  is  too  important  to  be 
{lightly  palled  over,  and  to  do  juftice  to  it,  will  re- 
quire  more  time  than  is  allotted  to  our  prefent  ex- 
ercife.  I  fhall  therefore  referve  this,  with  an  ap¬ 
plication  to  the  whole,  as  the  fubftance  of  another 
difeourfe.  And  fhall  now  clofe,  with  only  requeu¬ 
ing  you  ferioufly  to  refled  upon  the  duty  to  which 
we  have  been  exhorted. — Grow  in  grace  !  How 
great,  how  folemn  a  charge  !  Like  a  voice  from 
Heaven,  it  addrefles  us  with  authority  divine,  and 
love  inexpreflible  !  A  voice,  fimilar  to  that  which 
called  to  the  apoflle  in  the  Apocalypfe,  come  up 
hither  ! 

Adore,  my  brethen,  the  God  of  grace,  and  blefs 
his  holy  name  for  providing  a  ranfom  ! — i Vbat 
the  lazv  could  not  do  in  that  it  was  weak  through  the 
flejh ,  God  fending  his  own  Jon  in  the  likenefs  of  Jinful 
flefh ,  and  for  fin  condemned  fin  in  the  flejh ,  that  the 
right eoufnefs  of  the  law  might  he  fulfilled  in  us ,  who 
walk  not  after  the  flejh ,  but  after  the  fpirit .  A  new 
and  living  way  is  confecrated  for  us,  and  w7e  have 
boldnefs  to  enter  into  the  holiefi  by  the  blood  of  Jefus . 
How  fure  the  atoning  efficacy  of  his  death !  How 
rich  the  juftifying  merit  of  his  righteoufnefs !  For 
his  fake  the  holy  fpirit  will  dwell  with  men,  and 
powerfully  apply  what  the  Redeemer  purchafed. 
He  renews  their  fouls,  bellows  his  graces,  and  by 
a  progreffive  fandification,  prepares  them  as  a 
bride  adorned  for  her  hujband . 
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But  is  this  the  great  work  which  God  ha- 

wrought  ?  Is  this  the  work  which  he  has  been  car 

Ting  on  in  the  hearts  of  his  people  in  every  age  ? 

And  are  there  thoufands  now  upon  earth  whr.° 
united  to  Chrift,  and,  by  ° W 

preparing  to  dwell  forever  wfth  hinf>  Lefkal  ^ 
your  minds,  and  excite  in  you  moft  earnef?  H 
fervent  deGres  to  participate  in  the  fa  “e  Mng 

O  tha  you  may  obtain  grace  to  furmount  ere™ 
obftacle,  and  refolve  to  join  the  company  of  the 

redeemed  .  O  that  you  may  fay,  and  perform  what 
you  fay,  tee  mill  gomilb  you,  >  m  w  fc 
God  is  with  you  ! 

This  world  is  the  firftftage  of  ourexiffence  - 
Here  we  are  preparing  for  future  feenes  where 
our  Hare  will  be  unalterably  fixed,  in  hap^inefs  or 

Tihe  ™Zn  r  aC"m"d  timcforus, 
hereafte^r tei,  ““  T ? 
tricked  will  go  away  with  the  irrevoSbfe'iurffof 
he  Supieme  Judge,  and  remain  fealed  down  into 
an  everiaft, ng,  an  abfolutely  evcrlaffing  puniS 
brent.  There  feripture  leaves  them  , 
fthar  torment  afeendetb  up  forever  and  ever.  While 

life  then  remains,  and  the  means  of  grace  are  en 

joyed  harden  not  your  hearts  and  wrong  not  your 
own  fouls  The  Son  of  God  has  corned  yTm 
a  preached  gofpel ,  fee  that  you  reverence  hi 21 

ifs  the  Son  left  be  be  angry,  and  ye  perijb  from  the  . 
may  when  bis  wrath  is  kindled  bj alt, tie  :LmJ. 
are  all  they  that  put  their  trujl  in  him.  Amen.  M 
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2  Peter  iii.  iS. 


—  But  grow  in  Grace . 


HE  fervice  in  the  Temple,  under  the  Old 


-A.  Teftament,  was  fitted  to  the  difpenfation  of 
the  Church  before  the  coming  of  the  Meffiah. 
The  types  and  facrifices  directed  the  views  of  be¬ 
lievers  to  the  Lamb  of  God,  who  was  to  take  a- 
way  the  fins  of  the  world  ;  and  when  their  faith 
was  in  exercife,  they  attended  the  offerings  with 
raifed  affections,  and  furrounded  the  altar  with 
fongs  of  praife.  At  their  three  great  ftated  feafts, 
they  repaired  to  Jerufalem  with  great  wiilingnefs* 
and  chearfully  furmounted  the  difficulties  and  dif- 
couragements  which  attended  them  on  the  way* 
-  The  Pfalmift  celebrates  this  in  the  84th  Pfalm, 
and  pronounces  a  bleffing  upon  thofe,  in  whofe 
hearts1  are  the  ways  of  them.  Who  having  fixed 
their  happincfs  in  God  as  their  higheft  end,  rejoice 
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m  all  the  ways  which  lead  to  him,  and  are  faithful 
in  ufing  the  means  he  has  appointed  to  ftrenttthen 
their  graces,  and  keep  up  their  commnuion  with 
him.  .  They  go  from  ft  rength  to  ftrength,  every  one  of 
them  in  Zion  appeareth  before  God.  As  they  travel¬ 
led  towards  the  temple,  their  company  increafed 
by  the  acceffion  of  more  from  the  towns  through 
which  they  palled  ;  and  with  refpedt  to  individu¬ 
als,  inftead  of  wearying  with  the  fatigues  of  the 
journey,  they  found  their  ftrength  recruited,  the 
nearer  they  came  to  Jerufalem.— What  is  faid  of 
the  Ifraelites  in  that  Pfalm,  is  fully  accomplifhed, 
in  the  higheft  fenfe  of  the  words  in  all  believers* 
under  the  New  Teftament  difpenfation.  They 
go  from  ftrength  to  ftrength.  They  grow  in  grace, 
and  fhall  at  lafc  become  perfedt  in  glory.  The 
righteous  fhall  nold  on  their  way,  and  they  that 

have  clean  hanas  fhall  be  Jironger  and ftronger. _ 

They  are  changed  from  one  degree  of  glorious 
grace  to  anotner,  until  at  length  every  one  of  them 
appeareth  before  God  in  Zion.  Blelfed  therefore  is 
the  man  in  whofe  heart  are  the  ways  of  them.  Who 
loves,  and  earneftly  improves  the  means  of  grace, 
becaufe  of  their  connexion  with  the  end,  and  has 
no  care,  delight  or  pleafure  fo  near  his  heart. — 
W hat  thofe  means  of  grace  are,  we  now,  my  breth¬ 
ren,  are  particularly  to  confider. 

In  a  former  difcourfe  upon  growth  in  grace,  I 
propofed— • 

I.  To  explain  the  exhortation  of  the  Apoftle. 

And, 


3W*f 


LIVINGSTON. 


*37 


II.  To  dired  you  to  the  beft  means  for  comply¬ 
ing  with  it. 

4  ,  .■  ft  -  ♦  ^  « 

The  jirji  I  have  finilhed. — It  now  remains  to 
attend  to  the  fecond.  What  are  the  means  ap¬ 
pointed  of  God  ?  In  what  way,  and  by  what  me- 
thod  can  we  beft  attain  a  growth  in  grace?— I  ftuill 
firft  premife  a  general  anfwer,  and  then  defcend  to 
particulars . 

First,  I  anfwer  in  general >  that  we  cannot  ex¬ 
pert  to  grow  in  grace  without  vigorous  exertions . 
The  progrefs  of  Chriftians  is  always  mentioned  in 
fcripture,  by  terms  which  imply  the  moft  adive 
and  refolute  efforts.  It  is  called  a  warfare,  a  wreft- 
ling,  a  race ;  and  the  exercifes  of  believers  are  de¬ 
ferred  as  fuch,  which  call  up  all  their  attention, 
and  require  their  utmoft  exertions.  They  are  to 
give  all  diligence,  to  be  Strong,  to  quit  themfelves 
like  men,  to  watch  and  to  be  fiber ;  they  are  to  fir ive 
toenterin,  and  in  a  certain  fenfe,  are  to  ufe  violence, 
for  the  violent  take  it  by  force.  The  obftacles  which 
render  fuch  efforts  neceffary,  are  not  on  the  part  of 
Religion,  in  itfelf  confidered, /or waysofxvifdom 
are  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace ; 
but  they  arife  from  the  remaining  depravity  in  our 
own  hearts ;  that  law  in  our  members,  which  wars 
againft  the  law  ol  our  minds,  and  too  often  brings 
us  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  Jin.  We  are  not  there¬ 
fore  to  fuppofe  when  we  are  juftified  by  believing 
in  Chriil,  our  whole  work  is  done.  Then  firft  we 
put  on  the  armour,  and  muft  fight  the  ?ood  fight  of 
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faith  before  we  can  obtain  the  crown.  If  we  (Teen 
the  enemy  will  loon  fow  tares;  our  corrupt  nil 
ures,  before  we  are  aware  of  the  danger,  will  pre¬ 
vail  againft  us,  and  fins  and  luffs  which  for  the 

;me  fPJ  -ill  arife  and  put  on  new 

rength.  It  is  the  hand  of  the  diligent  that  maketh 

of  i>!S  Wt  m  RdlgIOn'  aS  in  the  comrnoi>  affairs 
of  lire.  1  o  grow  m  grace  we  mu  ft  be  active,  we 

muft  be  vigilant.  Again,  I  anfwer  in  general ,  that 
to  grow  in  grace,  the  believer  muft  always  remem¬ 
ber  his  total  dependance  for  direction  and  affift 
ance  in  every  duty,  upon  the  Lord  Jefus.  IVork 
out,  fays  the  Apoftie,  your  own  falvation  with  fear 
and  trembling,  far  it  is  God  that  worketh  in  you  both  to 
■will  and  to  do  of  bis  own  good  pleafure.  Exertions  on 
our  part  are  altogether  compatible  with  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  God  in  and  upon  us.  So  far  from  prov¬ 
ing  an  objedion  againft  falvation  through  grace: 
this  very  union  of  duty  and  promife,  of  our  efforts 
and  the  divine  aid,  is  a  ftrong  argument  of  its 
truth,  and  recommends  it  as  worthy  of  all  accepta¬ 
tion.  Thefe  very  exertions  prove  that  of  ourfel  ves 
we  are  inefficient,  and  that  our  life  is  hid  with 
Chriji  in  God.  We  are  not  called  to  this  warfare  in 
our  own  ftrength,  or  fent  out  upon  our  own  charge. 
Myfon,  fays  Paul  to  Timothy,  be  jlrong  in  the  orace 
that  is  m  Chrifl  Jefus. — 'Without  remembering  this, 
the  Chriftian  will  find  himfelf,  however  well  fur- 
nifhed  in  other  refpeefts,  like  David  when  girded 
in  the  armour  of  Saul ;  incumbered  with  weight, 
but  unfit  for  the  combat.  I  cannot  go  zvith  thefe^ 


Paid  the  ftrippling  hero  to  the  monarch  ;  and  I 
cannot  go  with  thele,  will  be  the  reply  of  every 
believer,  wrhom  experience  has  taught;  but  I  will 
go  in  the  Jlrength  of  the  Lord  God :  1  will  wake  men¬ 
tion  of  thy  right eou  fnefs,  even  of  thine  only . 

But  let  me  fpecify  particulars,  and  enumerate 
feme  of  the  principal  means,  which  are  moft  effi¬ 
cacious,  w7ith  the  divine  blefling,  to  promote  our 
growth  in  grace : 

Th tfirjl  I  {hall  name  and  recommend  to  you  is, 
a  frequent  meditation  upon  the  once  crucified  but 
now  exalted  Saviour.  This  I  name  firff,  not  only 
becaufe  it  is  a  leading  motive,  but  becaufe  our  A- 
poffle  has  mentioned  it  in  this  very  verfe  before  us, 
as  moft  intimately  connected  with  growth  in  grace. 

In  the  life  of  the  blefTed  Jefus,  w7e  have  the 
brigheft  difplay  of  the  beauty  of  holinefs.  The 
law  of  the  Lord  was  w  ithin  his  heart.  Zeal  for 
his  Father’s  glory  like  a  fire  confumed  him.  He 
went  about  doings  good.  What  an  example!  What 
love  to  God  !  What  love  to  man  !  Flow7  holy,  harm- 
lefs,  undefiled  and  feparate  from  ftnners  !  Flow  a- 
miable  religion  appears  in  him;  and  how  indeli¬ 
ble  the  impreffions  which  a  believing  meditation 
upon  the  life  of  Chrift  muft  make  upon  the  foul ! 
W hen  Moles  returned  from  convcrfing  with  Je¬ 
hovah  in  the  mount,  his  face  (hone  ;  and  frequent 
converfe  with  the  holy  Saviour  will  make  believ¬ 
ers  mine,  and  fhed  a  luftre  upon  all  their  conduct. 
Beholding  his  life  will  change  them  into  the  fame 
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image,  and  compel  the  world  to  acknowledge  that 
they  have  been  with  Jefus. 

But  in  the  death  of  Chrill,  an  equal  if  not  a 
fuperior  motive,  is  found  to  engage  us  to  fervent 
hohnefs.  The  malignant  nature  of  fin  appears  in 
contrafting  it  with  the  law  of  God ;  but  it  is  never 
feen  in  all  its  odious  and  accurfed  colors  fo  clear¬ 
ly  as  when  viewed  in  a  crucified  Saviour.  God 
fpared  not  his  only  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  to  all 
the  demands  of  divine  juftice,  when  he  made  his 
foul  an  offering  for  fin. — Who  can  remember  the  a- 
gonies  of  Gethfemane,  the  horrors,  pains,  and  con¬ 
flicts  of  the  crofs,  and  not  find  an  abhorrence  of 
fin  excited  in  his  foul  ?  Who,  when  meditating  on 
the  fufterings  of  the  Redeemer,  can  refrain  from 
exclaiming ;  fliall  I  cherifh  thofe  lulls  which  mur¬ 
dered  my  Saviour ! — fhall  I  dilhonor  God  with  my 
iniquities,  and  renew  that  guilt  which  nothing  lefs 
than  the  precious  blood  of  his  Son  could  expiate ! 
By  the  crofs  of  Chrill  the  world  is  crucified  unto  me, 
and  I  unto  the  world! 

The  whole  character  of  the  mediator,  his  glori¬ 
ous  perfon,  his  important  offices,  the  gracious  er¬ 
rand  upon  which  he  came,  the  wonderful  methods 
by  which  he  finifhed  his  work,  and  the  faithful- 
nefs  and  compaffion  which  he  now  exercifes  while 

feated  on  his  throne,  are  all  calculated,  when  view¬ 
ed  in  faith,  and  frequently  meditated  upon,  to 

conftrain  us  henceforth  not  to  live  unto  ourfelves> 
but  unto  him  who  died  for  us,  and  rofe  again.  By 
this  we  fliall  grow  in  grace. 
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But  another  mean,  and  one  abfolutely  neccfiary 
for  growing  in  grace  is,  the  word  of  God  ;  the  fre¬ 
quent  reading  of  it  in  fecret,  the  hearing  of  it  ex¬ 
plained  in  public,  and  attending  faithfully  upon 
the  ordinances. — In  the  holy  fcriptures  the  found¬ 
ed  principles  of  morality  are  taugnt,  ftriking  ex¬ 
amples  are  exhibited,  and  the  moft  animating 
fandions  of  rewards  and  punifhments  are  produ¬ 
ced.  All  fcripture  is  given  by  infptr a'tion  of  God,  and 
is  profitable  for  do Cirine,  for  reproof,  for  correction  and 
for  infraction  in  right eoufnefs.  It  is  through  the 
truth  that  God  fandifies  his  people.  His  word  is 
truth.  But  to  profit  by  the  word,  it  is  neccfiary  to 
attend  to  its  genuine  meaning  ;  to  view  it  not  on¬ 
ly  in  detached  paffages,  but  in  its  connexion,  and 
thus  endeavor  to  understand  the  defign  and  fcope 
of  the  holy  fpirit.  There  are,  however,  fome  im¬ 
portant  texts,  which  are  more  immediately  calcu¬ 
lated  to  dired,  to  warn  and  to  encourage  the  foul 
in  the  pradice  of  holinefs.  Thefe  ought  to  be 
fully  digefted,  laid  up  in  the  memory,  and  by  fre¬ 
quent  meditation  rendered  familiar.  The  Empe¬ 
ror  Antonius,  gave  this  leffon  to  himfelf;  "  As 
“  furgeons  always  carry  their  inftruments  with 
“  them,  to  be  ready  for  any  fudden  emergency ; 
«  f0  let  what  you  have  learned  be  prompt,  and 
“  ready  at  hand,  to  dired  you  in  whatever  relates 
cc  to  things  divine  or  human.*”  And  Seneca  relates 
this  fentiment  of  Demetrious  the  Cynic  : — "  It  is 
«  better  to  retain  a  few  precepts  of  wifdom,  and 
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“  urc  7  "'  a"d  'Cad)'  for  immediate 

“m  k  m  am  raa">’  Ihi"«s-  »"d  after  all, 
•' ‘ne  ded  “,b'C  them  when  the,  ate 

ded-  L  heathen  philofophers  could  p-ive 

?t  :r:derffiifirfyfe"K°f"-a.i4nd 

they  found  fo  much  benefit  by  this  method  how 
much  more  muft  it  be  our  duty  and  advance  to 
draw  water  from  the  pure  fountain,  and  havf  al 
ways  feme  texts  of  feripture  ready  and  applteabl’ 
every  duty,  temptation  or  trial.  This  David 
experienced  ;  howfweet  are  thy  words  unto  my  tafte  < 
yea  fleeter  than  honey  to  my  mouth.  Through  thy 

jay  way.  Thy  word  is  a  lamp  unto  my  feet  and  a 

light  unto  my  path.  This  the  apoftle  recommend"- 
■  e  t  oe  word  of  Cbrijl  dwell  in  you  richly  in  all  wif 
dom  And  this  our  Lord  has  taught  by  his  exanf 

Zt  en  he  “ thc 

The  ordinances  of  the  fanduary  are  alfo  necn- 

-la'  Y  CfC^d  to  Promote  growth  in  grace.  It 

io  v  t  Jefooltjhnefs  of  preaching,  that  God  enlarges 

the  kingdom  of  his  Son,  by  this  he  fubd  e  fin 

neri ;to  his  obedience,  and  5y  this  he  reda  £ 
backfliders,  builds  up  his  peoole  nnJ 

Zz  {ztry- The  word  a-d 

the  h P  ttUrCS  m°  Which  he  Lads  his  flock  — 
„r“  ZJ  ™h  <h™.  «*  makes  them  u  ’„Jl 

mull  be  diligenTh,Tcal7,ty°Sr0''' 

b  m  reaaing  the  fcriptures,  and  ef- 

De  beneficiis  lib.  vii.  cap.  i. 


teem  it  their  duty  and  privilege  to  attend  the  or¬ 
dinances  ;  for  thefe  are  the  eftablilhed  means  ap¬ 
pointed  of  God,  and  there  he  beftows  the  bleffing* 
A  third  particular  I  mention  as  neceflary  to  pro~ 
mote  a  growth  in  grace,  is  a  practical  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  the  necefffty  of  the  conftant  influences 
of  the  holy  Spirit.  He  dwells  in  his  people  as  in  his 
temples;  he  is  given  to  them  as  the  fpirit  ofa- 
doption,  to  work  in  them  the  temper  and  confi¬ 
dence  of  children.  He  is  the  comforter  to  lead 
them  into  the  tiuth,  and  fhine  upon  his  own  work 
in  their  fouls.  But  he  is  efpecially  the  fanctifier, 
the  creator  of  the  new  heart,  and  the  promoter  of 
holinefs  in  all  his  faints.  Live  then  under  an  ha¬ 
bitual  fenfe  of  your  dependance  upon  his  blefFed 
operations.  Sfluench  not  the  fpirit .  Grieve  net  the 
holy  fpirit  of  God ,  zvhereby  you  are  fealed  unto  the  day 
of  redemption.  But  plead  daily  with  the  Pfalmifl 
— Cajl  me  not  from  thy  prefence ,  and  take  not  thy  holy 
fpirit  from  me.  0  fend  out  thy  light  and  thy  truths 


and  let  them  lead  me  ! 

In  connection  with  this,  it  is  proper  next  to 
name  prayer ,  as  an  efficacious  mean  for  growing 
in  grace.  Whatever  may  be  faid  of  the  prayer  of 
nature,  it  is  certain  from  feripture  and  experience* 
that  grace  teaches  a  (inner  to  pray  from  proper 
principles,  and  in  aright  manner.  The  holy  fpi¬ 
rit  helps  the  infirmities  of  his  people  in  this  im¬ 
portant  duty.  They  arc  made  to  love  prayer.— 
I  hey  delight  in  the  exercife,  becaufe  it  introduces 
nnn  to  the  fell ozv  (hip  of  the  Vat  her  and  his  [on  Jefus 
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Chrijl ;  and  becaufe  it  is  an  eftablifhed  rule  in  the 
dealings  of  God  with  his  children,  that  the  Lord 
will  be  enquired  of  by  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,  to  do  for  them 
whatever  he  has  promifed.  Be  much  then  in  this 
duty.  Faint  not ;  but  in  every  thing  by  prayer  and 

fupphcation ,  with  thankf giving ,  let  your  requefts  be 
made  known  to  God. 

What  I  fhall  mention  as  a  fifth  mean  for  ob¬ 
taining  growth  in  grace  is,  felf  examination.  A 
partiality  for  ourfelves,  and  the  deceitfulnels  of 
our  hearts,  will  prompt  us  to  draw  favorable 
conclunons,  and  determine  we  are  fomething, 
when  perhaps  we  are  nothing.  What  can  be  bet¬ 
ter  calculated  to  prevent  pride,  and  teach  us  our 
true  character,  than  a  frequent  and  accurate  ex¬ 
amination  of  ourfelves  ?  By  this  we  may  learn 
whether  we  grow  or  not ;  whether  we  increafe  in 
the  knowledge  of  God  our  faviour,  Jove  him  more, 
and  ferve  him  better,  than  we  formerly  did.  Hea¬ 
then  moralifts  have  been  exemplary  in  this  duty. 
It  was  an  obfervation  of  Seneca,  Cf  that  every  day 
the  foul  fhould  be  called  to  render  an  account  to 
“  itfclf.  Sextius,”  fays  he,  “  did  this.  At  the 
“  clofe  of  every  day,  before  he  retired  to  reft,  he 
cc  interrogated  his  foul — which  of  your  lufts  have 
you  conquered  this  day  ?  What  vice  have  you 
refilled?  In  what  refpedt  are  you  better  than 
you  were  ?  Can  there,”  fays  the  moralift,  "  be  a- 
ny  thing  more  excellent  than  thus  to  conclude 
the  day  ?  How  peaceable,  howT  exalted,  how  free 
one  feels,  when  his  foul  is  either  commended  or 
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*c  admonifhed,  and,  as  a  watchman  and  fecret  cen- 
t(  for,  is  confcious  of  its  own  condud.”*' — Shall 
men  under  the  influence  of  natural  religion  fpeak 
and  ad  thus  ?  And  will  not  Chriftiails,  who  are 
taught  by  a  divine  revelation,  and  feek  for  glory, 
and  honor,  and  immortality,  under  the  fure  guid¬ 
ance  of  the  Captain  of  their  falvation,  be  equally 
attentive  to  their  condud?  Shall  heathen  be 
watchmen  and  cenfors,  and  will  not  believers  ex¬ 
amine  themfelves  ?  Go,  my  brethren,  and  do  like- 
wife  ;  do  more  than  they  did,  and  daily  fearch  into 
your  principles  as  well  as  condud,  if  ever  you  ex- 
ped  to  grow  in  grace. 

I  might  add  many  other  excellent  and  approved 
duties  which  are  immediately  conneded  with 
growth  in  grace;  but  I  have  already  mentioned  as 
much  as  your  attention  and  patience  will  bear.— 
I  fhall  therefore  only  add,  by  barely  naming  them, 
a  frequent  renewal  of  your  covenant  with  God  in 
Chrift; — a  chearful  bearing  of  reproof; — and  an 
attentive  obfervation  of  the  providence  of  God. 

Thefe,  all  thefe  in  their  proper  time  and  order, 
are  the  means  bed:  calculated  to  promote  growth 
in  grace.  And  if  thefe  things  he  in  you  and  abound, 
they  make  you ,  that  ye  'fhall  neither  he  barren  nor  tin - 
fruitful  in  the  knowledge  of  cur  Lordjefus  Chrift .  If 
ye  do  thefe  things  ye  fall  never  fail ;  for fo  an  entrance 
fhall  be  miniflered  unto  you  abundantly  into  the  ever 
lofting  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift, 

*  Seneca,  lib.  iii.  de  Ira,  cap.  36,  •  - 
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My  brethren,  you  have  feen  wherein  growth  hi 
grace  confifts,  and  what  it  implies  :  you  have  alfo 
feen  the  means  appointed  of  God,  and  the  necef- 
fity  of  improving  thefe  means  for  obtaining  that 
invaluable  bleffing.  1  he  whole  is  practical,  and 
many  have  doubtlefs  applied  the  truths  to  their 
own  fouls  as  I  proceeded.  Something,  however, 
muft  be  added,  to  direct  to  the  improvement 
which  all  ought  to  make  of  this  important  fubjedt. 
From  what  you  have  heard  then,  learn, 

Firjiy  that  true  religion  is  a  real  and  inert  imable 
acquifition.  It  is  not  a  fidlion  : — —It  is  not  bigot¬ 
ry,  fuperftition,  or  a  devifed  fable  It  is  not  the 
mark  of  a  mean,  but  of  a  great  mind  ; — It  is  wif- 
dom  in  the  understanding,  and  redtitude  in  the 
will  and  affedtions.  The  man  who  is  truly  religi¬ 
ous,  is  born  again.  He  is  brought  out  of  darknefs 
into  marvellous  light.  The  principle  of  holinefs 
is  implanted  in  his  foul,  and,  like  the  returning 
prodigal,  he  comes  home  to  his  father.  How 
great  a  change  !  What  an  unfpeakable  bleffing  ! 
It  is  worthy  of  God  to  give,  and  ought  to  be  the 
higheft  objedt  of  our  defires  to  receive.  Without 
this,  it  is  impoffible  to  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God, 
or  experience  the  exercifes  and  confolations  of  his 
people. — Religion  is  profitable  with  refpedf  to  the 
life  that  now  is ,  as  well  as  of  that  ivhicb  is  to  come . 
It  prompts  to  a  zealous  difcharge  of  every  duty ; 
and,  in  a  moral  view,  it  renders  a  perfon  greatly 
fuperior  to  what  he  was  before  his  converfion. — 
Religion  forms  a  better  parent  or  child ;  a  better 
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snagiftrate  or  fubjed ;  a  better  matter  or  fervant ; 
and  a  better  friend  and  member  ot  focicty,  than* 
without  it*  can  poflibly  be  formed.  It  fuppreflcs 
the  bafer  paflions,  fuggefts  the  noblefi  viewjs,  and 
animates  the  foul  to  be  rich  in  good  works .  No 
principles  ever  known  among  men,  are  fa  effica¬ 
cious  in  promoting  holinefs,  and  none  actually  a- 
bound  in  good  works  fo  much  as  thofe,  who  feel 
the  conftraining  influence  ot  the  doctrines  of 

grace. 

Let  the  enemies  of  revelation,  let  the  fcofferst 
therefore,  learn  to  think  and  fpeakwith  reverence 
of  what  bears  the  ttamp  of  divinity,  and  is  to  ef- 
fential  even  to  the  good  of  fociery.  They  are  en¬ 
emies  to  mankind  as  well  as  to  God,  who  ridicule 
facred  things,  and  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  the  gof- 
pel.  You,  who  are  of  this  clafs,  may  glory  in  y  our 
growing  numbers,  and  by  your  tophiftry  and  im¬ 
pudence  expect  to  drive  religion  from  the  field  ^ 
but  know,  that  it  is  fupported  from  on  high  ;  it 
has  triumphed  over  much  more  formidable  antag— 
onifts,  and  will  live  and  grow  againft  all  the  op- 
polition  of  the  gates  of  hell.  And  with  refpeCt  to 
yourfelves,  be  affured,  that  however  much  you 
may  be  efteemed  on  other  accounts,  yet  as  infidels 
and  fcoflers,  you  are  pitied  and  dcfpifed  by  the 
wife  and  good.  And  know  alfo  of  a  certainty, 
that  if  you  perfevereand  die  in  the  fame  mind  you 
now  are,  you  will  be  forever  lhut  out  fiom  the 
prefence  of  that  God  whom  you  never  loved,  and 
from  thofe  blcflings  which  you  never  reliihed,  nor 
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fought.  But  fhould  convi&ions  of  fin  and  guilt 
ever  anfe  in  your  heart,  you  will  then  find  that  the 
ie  lgion  of  nature  is  not  fufficient  for  your  falva- 
tJon  It  may  teach  you  fomething  of  your  mife- 
ry,  but  it  is  from  the  gofpel,  that  very  gofpel 

rhlCh  n°W  3ffe<a  f°  defPife>  can  alone 

learn  what  you  muft  do  to  be faved. 

V  l 

As  to  you  who  profefs  the  religion  of  Chrift 
and  receive  the  Bible  as  the  ftandard  of  your  faith 
and  pradice,  what  conclusion  do  you  draw  from 
the  fubjeCt  you  have  heard  ?  Will  mere  orthodoxy 
tn  doCtnnes  ;  will  regularity  in  your  conduCt,  or 
punctuality  in  worfiiip,  render  you  truly  religious? 
Will  thefe  produce  pardon  for  your  fins,  or  make 
you  meet  for  glory  ?  Alas  !  in  all  thefe  you  may 
abound,  and  yet  have  no  love  to  God,  or  fincere 
fubmiffion  to  the  Lord  Jefus.  To  conftitute  vital 
piety,  and  makeyou  a  real  difciple  of  the  Redeem¬ 
er,  you  mult  obtain  a  new  heart,  and  by  faith  be¬ 
come  united  to  Chrift. 

■*  * 

Snail  I  alarm  your  fears  by  appealing  to  the  ter¬ 
rors  of  the  law  ?  Shall  I  arraign  your  confciences 
at  the  dread  tribunal  of  your  Judge  ?  Shall  I  re¬ 
mind  you  that  you  have  to  do  with  the  living  God, 
who  is,  out  of  Chrift,  a  confuming  fire  ?  Shall  I  re¬ 
peat,  that  without  holinefs  no  man  can  fee  God  f  I 
will  rather  at  prefent  plead  with  you,  and,  as  a 
humble  fuppliant,  befeech  you  to  be  reconciled  to 
God.  What  will  it  avail  to  have  a  name  to  live* 
if  yet  you  are  dead  ?  To  toil  through  duties,  and 
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profefs  religion,  without  feeling  its  power,  or  fhar- 
i n<r  in  its  comforts.  What  will  you  be  profited, 
if  you  gain  the  whole  world,  and  loie  your  own 
fouls?  Will  riches,  fame  or  wifdom,  will  pleafure, 
or  any  other  acquifition,  ultimately  benefit  you,  if 
God  is  not  your  father,  if  jefus  is  not  your  faviour, 
and  you  have  not  the  fpirit  of  Chrift  ?  This  is  the 
one  thing  needtul — Seek  firft  the  kingdom  oi  God 
and  his  righteoufnefs,  and  all  neceffary  bleffings 
■will  be  added  unto  you.  O  that  you  may  hear 
the  voice  of  love,  which  invites  the  weary  and 
heavy  laden  to  come  ;  which  repeats  the  call  to  all 
who  willy  and  declares  that  he  who  cometn,  Jball 
in  no  wife  be  cafi  out .  Come  in  all  your  guilt  and 
unwrorthinefs,  and  reft  not  until  you  have  obtained 
repentance  and  faith,  from  the  exalted  Saviour. 
Both  are  his  gift,  and  you  lie  at  his  mercy.  This 
is  }Qur  firft  ftep  ;  this  you  muft  experience  before 
you  can  grow  in  grace. 

Are  there  any  prefent  who  are  blefling  them- 
felves  with  the  remembrance  of  fome  former  con¬ 
victions,  and  reft  in  thefe  as  fufficient  and  com¬ 
plete?  Our  prefent  fubjedt  brings  a  meftage  to 

fuch.  If  you  are  contented  with  your  paft  ex¬ 
periences,  if  you  can  fit  down  fatisfied  becaufe 

you  have  joined  with  others  in  worfhip,  when 
perhaps  there  was  a  revival  of  religion,  if  you  are 
not  troubled  with  your  own  wicked  heart,  and 
have  no  defire  for  improving  in  holinefs,  you  have 
reafontobe  alarmed.  The  text  adminifters  no 
immediate  comfort  to  you.  Inftead  of  telling  you 
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to  grow  in  giace,  I  mud  in  faithtulnefs  declare  to 
j  ou,  that  there  is  reafon  to  fear  you  have  never  had 
grace.  Your  work  has  not  been  in  truth. — You 
have  refted  ftiorc  of  Chrift. — You  are  yet  in  your 
11ns.  O  perifh  not  at  the  threfhold !  Let  not  the 
character  of  an  almoft  Chriftian  fatisfy  you  ;  but 
look  unto  Jefus.— Attend  to  the  firft  works  fpee- 
pily,  that  Chrift  may  give  you  life. 

But  fecondly,  we  have  feen  that  wherever  grace 
is  implanted  in  the  foul  it  becomes  an  active  prin¬ 
ciple,  it  grows,  it  is  a  fountain  of  living  water 
Springing  up  into  everlasting  life.  Let  all  then, 
who  have  obtained  the  unfpcakable  happinefs  and 
honor  of  believing  in  Chrift,  adopt  the  language 
and  fentiment  of  Paul.  Not  as  though  I  had  alrea¬ 
dy  attained,  either  were  already  perfect  1  but  I  follow 
after,  if  that  I  may  apprehend  that  for  which  alfo  I  am 
apprehended  of  Chriji  Jefus.  I  count  not  myfelf  to 
have  apprehended,  but  this  one  thing  I  do,  forgetting 
thofe  things  which  are  behind,  and  reaching  forth  to 
thofe  things  w  hich  m  e  before,  I prefs  lovoards  the  mark 
for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God  in  Chrift  Jefus. 
Have  you  received  Chrift  Jefus  as  your  Lord  a‘nd 
Redeemer,  then  walk  in  him.  Put  on  the  whole 
m  moui  of  God,  and  learn  to  fight  the  good  fight  of 
faith.  Give  all  diligence  to  make  your  calling  and 
election  fure.  Lay  afide  every  weight,  and  the  fin 
which  doth  fo  ealily  befet  you,  and  run  with  pati¬ 
ence  the  race  that  is  Jet  before  you.  Look  unto  Jefus, 
and  fo  run  that  ye  may  obtain.  So  run,  not  as  un¬ 
certainly,  fo  fight,  not  as  one  that  beateth  the  air. 

*  4  *  * 
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Strive  to  preferve  the  cleareft  evidences  of  your  juf- 
tification,  and  confcientioufly  improve  your  ta¬ 
lents,  for  to  him  that  hath /hall  be  given.  Remem¬ 
ber,  that  to  glorify  God  by  a  humble  and  holy 
walk ;  to  promote  the  interefts  of  the  Redeemer  s 
kingdom  ;  to  do  good  to  others,  and  fulfil  all  the 
duties  of  your  refpeCtive  ftations,  are  the  worthy 
objects  which  grace  infpires.  In  performing  theic 
you  {bine  as  lights  in  the  world,  you  glorify  your 
heavenly  Father,  and  moil  effectually  work  out 
your  own  falvation.  To  thefe  you  are  called,  and 
thefe  as  you  grow  in  grace,  will  become  more  and 
more  habitual,  pleafant  and  eafy.  Be  not  fatisfi- 
ed>  O  believer  i  with  your  paft  attainments  ;  the 
half  has  not  been  told  you  of  the  comforts  of  reli¬ 
gion,  of  communion  with  God,  and  of  the  mani- 
feftations  of  Chrift  to  the  fouls  of  his  people.  Be  not 
contented  with  your  former  exertions  in  the  fervice 
of  your  Lord ;  the  half  has  not  been  done  of  what 
you  ought  to  do,  or  what  through  grace  you  can 
perform.  Look  at  fome  of  your  brethren  who 
h^ve  felt  the  confiraining  power  of  his  love,  and 
fee  what  they  have  done,  and  fuffered  for  their 
bleffed  mafter.  What  zeal !  What  felt-denial  l 
What  animated  worfhip!  What  fervent  love! 
What  laborious  efforts  to  promote  the  glory  of 
God,  and  bear  a  teftimony  againft  the  prevailing 
fins  of  their  day  and  generation,  have  character¬ 
ized  many  in  the  church  of  Chrift ! — Go  believer! 
go,  and  endeavour  to  imitate  them.  As  long  as 
life  and  breath  remain,  let  ah  be  devoted  to  the 
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service  of  your  exalted  Saviour.  And  while  gran- 
tude  unites  with  faith  and  love,  you  will  never 
judge  you  have  done  too  much  for  him,  who  died 
.or  you.  In  choice  and  in  affections  you  have  left 
ah  lor  Jefus,  and  have  openly  affociated  with  the 
people  of  God :  you  delight  in  their  company  and 
are  not  afhamed  of  (Thrift. — Perhaps  fomeofus 
prefent  have  dedicated  our  whole  lives  to  his  im¬ 
mediate  fervice  in  the  gofpel,  and  given  up  all  the 
flattering  proipedts  of  wealth  and  preferment  in  the 
world  for  his  lake.  But  we  have  none  of  us  fuf- 
iered  perfecution,  or  yet  refijied  unto  blood.  We 
have  none  of  us  endured  what  many  of  his  dear 
children  have  frequently  fuftained.  «  As  for  us,” 
lays  Juftin  Martyr,  fpeaking  of  the  Chriftians  of  his 
day,  “  As  for  us  that  have  entertained  the  religion 
o.  the  holy  Jefus,  yourfelves  know  very  well,  that 
there  is  nothing  throughout  the  world  that  is  able 
rofubdue  or  affright  us  out  of  our  profellion.  No¬ 
thing  is  more  evident  than  though  our  heads  be 
expofed  to  fwords  and  axes,  our  bodies  fattened  to 
the  crofs  ;  though  thrown  to  wild  beafts,  and  har- 
raiied  out  with  chains,  fire,  and  all  other  inftru- 
ments  ot  torment,  yet  do  we  not  depart  from  our 
profellion.  Nay  the  more  thefe  things  happ  en  to 
us,  tne  fader  do  others  flock  over  to  the  name  of 
Jelus,  and  become  pious  and  devout  followers  of 
ChnA:.  ffAmongft  us,”  fays  Cyprian,  “  there 
fiourifhes  ftrength  of  hope,  firmnefs  of  faith,  a 
mind  eredt  amidfl  the  ruins  of  a  tottering  age,  an 
immovable  virtue,  a  patience  ferene  and  chearful^ 
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and  a  foul  always  fecure  and  certain  of  its  God. 
Inftead  of  producing  particular  inftances  in  which 
thefe  declarations  were  abundantly  verified;  let 
me  only  repeat  the  noble  anfwer  which  the  cele¬ 
brated  old  Polycarp  made  before  the  tribunal  of 
the  Proconful.  “  Thefe  fourfcore  and  fix  years 
have  I  ferved  Chrift,  and  he  never  did  me  any 
harm,  and  how  then  can  I  blafpheme  my  matter 
and  my  Saviour!” — -In  this  manner  Chriftians  for¬ 
merly  fpoke  and  aded  ;  and  while  the  fame  Savi¬ 
our,  the  fame  relation  and  grace  remain,  an  obli¬ 
gation  continues  for  the  fame  fentiments,  and  a 
fimilar  boldnefs  and  zeal. 

Are  any  of  you,  while  I  am  fpeaking,  confcious 
of  having  proved  falfe  to  your  vows,  and  ftand 
chargeable  with  backfliding  inftead  of  growing  in 
grace  ?  Alas,  my  brethren !  you  have  robbed  your 
fouls  of  many  comforts  ;  you  have  brought  re¬ 
proach  upon  the  holy  religion  you  profefs,  and  it 
is  an  unfpeakable  mercy  if  you  have  been  kept 
back  from  prefumptmus  fins,  and  not  given  occajiort 
tithe  enemies  of  the  Lord  to  blafpheme.  But  hear 
with* gratitude  and  aftonifhment,  ye  backfliders  ! 
The  exhortation  to  grow  in  grace  is  addrelfed  alfo 
to  you.  The  unchangeable  Jefus  is  waiting  to 
reftore  you.  He  is  Jehovah  Rophi,  the  Lord  that 
healeth  thee.  And  his  language  to  you  this  day 
is,  return  ye  backfliding  children  and  1  will  heal  your 
backflidings.  O  let  it  be  the  language  of  your  fouls, 
we  come  unto  thee  compafiionate  Saviour !  We 
come  unto  thee  for  thou  art  the  Lord  our  God!  To  re* 
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turn  is  your  firft  fiep  towards  growth  in  grace. 
Remember ,  therefore,  from  whence  thou  art  fallen  and 
repent,  and  do  the  firft  works.  To  yourfelves  take 
ail  the  fhame  and  guilt,  and  let  none  prefume  to 
make  God  the  author  of  their  fin.  Let  no  man  fay 
when  he  is  tempted,  lam  tempted  of  God.  God  for¬ 
bid  !  You  have  not  fo  learned  Cbrijl.  You  are  con¬ 
vinced  that  every  man  is  tempted  when  he  is  drazvn 
away  of  his  own  Itifts  and  enticed,  and  then,  when  luft 
hath  conceived,  it  bringeih  forth  fin.  Be  deeply  hum¬ 
bled,  and  confefs  your  fins  to  him,  who  has  de¬ 
clared  that  he  is  faithful  and  juft  to  forgive  us  our 
fins.  Though  a  fenfe  of  guilt  may  prompt  you  to 
fay,  I  am  caft  out  of  thy  fight,  yet  look,  my  breth¬ 
ren,  look  again  to  his  holy  temple.  Look  in  faith  to 
Jefus,  and  you  will  find,  he  is  the  propitiation  for 
our fins.  May  the  blood  of  Chrift,  who  through 
the  eternal  fpirit,  offered  himfelf  without  fpot  to 

God,  purge  your  confcience  from  dead  works,  to  ferve 
the  living  God  ! 

But  there  arc  many  of  the  children  of  God, 
whofe  fouls  are  caft  down  from  a  failure  of  thofe 
vigorous  exercifes  which  they  once  had ;  and*who, 
notwithftanding  they  cannot  charge  themfelves 
with  any  pofitive  backflidings,  are  yet  often  crying 
out,  O  that  it  was  with  me  as  in  days  p  aft!  Will  the 
Lord  caft  off for  ever ,  will  he  be  favorable  no  more!  Ye 
tofied  as  with  a  tempeft,  remember  that  this  is 
your  infirmity  !  The  exercifes  of  his  people  are  not 
always  of  the  fame  kind.  Believers  pafs  through 
Various  feafons*  They  are  not  forever  on  the 
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mount  rejoicing  in  the  Lord,  but  often  defcend 
"into  the  valley  of  affliction  and  trouble.  They  Jink 
fometimes  in  deep  mire  where  there  is  no  Jianding , 
and  find  themfelves  in  a  fituation  which  may  be 
compared  to  a  horrible  pit,  and  miry  clay,  be  not 
therefore,  my  brethren,  difheartened.  Thefe  are 
the  footfteps  of  the  flock.  Who  then  is  among  you 
that  feareth  the  Lord ;  that  obeyeth  the  voice  of  his 
fervant ,  that  walketh  in  darknefs  and  hath  no  light  ? 
Let  him  trujl  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  Jl ay  upon 

his  God . 

But  darknefs  and  want  of  former  comforts  is 
not  the  only  cafe  muft  here  be  attended  to.  A 
humbling  fenfe  of  indwelling  fin,  of  frnall  progrefs 
in  holinefs  and  continued  barrennefs  often  difeour- 
age  the  faints.  They  fee  others,  who  perhaps  be¬ 
gan  in  the  fervice  of  Chrift,  much  later  than  them- 
felves,  advancing  far  beyond  them  in  knowledge,, 
zeal  and  love.  Upon  the  ftri&eft  examination  they 
appear  to  themfelves,  not  only  defective  ip  growth, 
but  even  worfe  than  they  were  at  fir  ft .  do  thefe, 
and  to  fimilar  complaints  we  anfvver,  the  Lord  is 
fovereign  in  his  difpenfations.  But  after  all,  the 
judgment  you  form  of  yourfelves  may  probably 
not  be  juft.  Is  not  the  depravity  which  you  dis¬ 
cover  in  your  own  heart ;  is  not  a  view  of  your  de¬ 
ficiency  in  love  and  zeal,  over  which  you  mourn, 
a  proof  of  more  light  and  of  enlarged  experience  ?. 
Do  not  thefe  tend  to  humble  you  and  render  the 
blefled  Jefus,  in  all  his  offices,  more  precious  ?  And 

is  not  this  a  growth  in  grace  ?  Forget  not,  O  be- 
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liever !  that  you  mu  ft  decrcafe  and  Chrift  muft  in- 
creafe;  and  be  perfuaded,  that  by  thefe  very  me¬ 
thods,  of  which  you  complain,  he  is  emptying 
you  of  pride  and  remaining  confidence  in  your 
own  righteoufnefs,  and  thus  making  room  for  his 
becoming  all  and  in  all  to  your  fouls.  It  is  thus 
he  leads  the  blind  by  a  way  they  know  not ,  and  in  paths 
that  they  have  not  known.  Fear  not.  Let  faith 
and  patience  have  their  perfect  work  ;  and  conti¬ 
nue  to  wait  upon  the  Lord  and  you  fnall  renew 
your  ftrength. 

Let  thofe  who  are  young  difciples  become  ani¬ 
mated  with  the  exalted  profpeifts  which  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  Redeemer  opens  to  their  view.  Re 
aflured  that  faithfulnefs  to  God  will  bring  its  t>re- 
fent  reward*  befides  the  glory  which  remains  in  re— 
verfion.  Remember  your  relation  is  now  chang¬ 
ed,  and  you  are  no  longer  your  own.  You  count¬ 
ed  the  coft  when  you  gave  yourfelves  away  to 
Chrift,  and  you  are  not  to  look  back.  Serve  the 
Lord,  then,  with  full  purpofe  of  heart.  Flee  youth¬ 
ful  lufts,  and  aftort  with  them,  that  call  on  the  Lord 
out  of  a  pure  heart.  In  every  trial,  in  all  your  temp¬ 
tations  look  unto  Jefus.  Be  not  difcouraged,  he 
is  faithful,  he  will  eftablifh  you  and  keep  you  from 
evil.  Little  children,  lays  the  Apoftle  John,  1  write 
unto  you  becaufe  your  fins  are  forgiven  you  for  his  name’ s 
fake.  And  furely  they,  to  whom  much  is  forgiven, 
will  love  much.  Indulge  this  love  and  prove  it, 
young  Chriftians,  by  keeping  all  his  command¬ 
ments.  Grow  in  grace. 
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And  now,  believers,  while  we  excite  you  all  to 
prow  in  grace,  you  cannot  fail,  in  proportion  as 
you  underhand  the  exhortation,  to  mourn  before 
God  that  this  is  fo  little  attended  to,  in  our  day. 
Cherifh  this  generous  forrow,  and  let  it  deeply 
affeca  your  hearts,  that  fuch  faint  traces  of  holinefs 
are  difcernable  in  the  viable  church  .  that  o 
many  deceive  themfelves  and  dishonor  Chrift,  by 
profeffing  his  religion,  while  their  lives  and  con- 
duel  announce  them  fo  be  baptized  infidels.  But 
let  it  moft  affcdt  you,  that  many,  even  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Zion,  appear  to  have  departed  from  that 
frridnefs  in  piety  and  confcientious  holinefs,  which 
always  ought  to  charafterize  real  believers.  Alas, 
knv  'is  the  gold  changed,  and  the  fine  gold  become  dim  ! 

Let  all,  who  love  the  Lord  Jefus  in  fincerity,  of¬ 
ten  unite’  in  prayer  for  a  revival  of  religion,  and 
plead  fervently  for  the  outpouring  of  his  fpint. 
We  have  been  witnefies  to  the  wonderful  interpo¬ 
sitions  of  Providence  in  the  progrefs  and  iffue  of 
the  late  w'ar,  and  the  national  bleffings  in  which  we 
are  now  eftablifhed.  The  Lord  hath  done  great 
things  for  us,  -whereof  we  are  glad.  We  now.  wait 
for  his  falvation  to  Zion  ;  for  a  day  of  power  in  his 
churches,  when  he  fnall  bear  witnefs  to  his  own 
truths,  and  numerous  converts  fubmit  to  the  Re¬ 
deemer.  Pray  much  for  this.  Your  fervent  in- 
terceffions  will  be  a  happy  token,  that  the  time  to 
favor  Zion,  yea  the  fet  time  is  come.  Pray  for  num¬ 
bers  and  people,  that  they  may  feek  the  glory  of 
God  and  not  their  own  honor;  and  that  all  may 
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unite  by  holineis  and  prowi-h  in 

monrl  1*  •  6  Wlo  in  grace,  to  recorn 

Jefus.  But  whatever  cloud' 
may  be  T  g  Zion,  and  whatever 

von  e  ror  and0  SUi”CeS  °fd* 

vp  K  r  and  infidelity  which  has  gone  forth  •  be 

ye,  believers,  faithful,  and  your  fouls  will  * 

you  for  a  prey.  God  will  preferve  and  T 
you  and  &  t***  *****  ,  **  ^ 

A  rfm  m  it  until  the  day  of  Jefus  Qhrift. 

You  are  under  indifpenfable  obligations  to  for- 
fake  all  fin  and  glorify  God,  not  only  as  his  crea 
tures,  but  efpecrally  as  his  children  who  are  treat-' 
ed  anew  m  Ghrift  jcfus..  Often  meditate  noon 

fC  °bllftIOnSj  and  ^member  that  ye  are  not 
your  own,  for  ye  are  bought  with  a  price ,  and  there- 

fore  whatever  others  may  do,  ye  are  to  glorify  God  in 
your  body  and  in  your  fpir it  which  are  God's. 

.  StT1Ve  t0  obtain  c!ear  apprehenfions  of  growth 
in  grace,  that  you  may  determine  with  precifion 
wherein  it  confifta.  Delpifo  not  the  day  of  final!-' 
things.  It  is  by  little  and  little  the  enemy  Hull 
be  driven  out  before  you.  Through  many  fal¬ 
lings  and  nfings,  changes  and  viciffitudes,  your 
progieis  lies.  By  many  fad  experiences  you  will 
Know  that  your  lulls  are  not  yet  all  deltroyed  ; 
hut  bv  many  comforting  evidences  you  will  aflii- 
redly  find  the  promifed  aid  of  the  fpim,  and  the 
poAer  of  Chnfir  in  promoting  your  growth  in 
pace.  -Be  afraid  of  fin  and  of  temptations,  but 
e  noL  airaid  of  the  crols.  Trials  and  afflictions 
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prove  no  impediment  to  fan<5tification.  When 
fufferings  produce  proper  exercifes,  they  yield  the 
peaceable  fruits  of  righteoufnefs  ;  they  make  us 
fenfible  of  our  weaktrefs ;  they  imbitter  fin,  and 
leflen  that  attachment  to  the  world  which  mars 
our  progrefs  and  hinders  our  growth  in  grace.  Be 
then  of  1 1  good  courage  and  go  in  the  firength  of 
the  Lord.  Your  falvation  is  nearer  than  when  you, 
believed ,  and  you  may,  in  humble  hope,  look  for¬ 
ward  to  your  everlafting  home,  which  is  full  in 
view  :  for  yet  a  little  while,  and  he  that  fhall  come, 
will  come,  and  will  not  tarry.  And  now  the  God 
of  peace  that  brought  again  from  the  dead  our  Lord 
Jefus ,  that  great  Jhepherd  of  the  Jheep,  through  the 
blood  of  the  everlafting  covenant,  make  you  p erf e hi  in 
every  good  work  to  do  his  will,  working  in  you  that 
which  is  well  pleaftng  in  his  fight,  through  Jefus  Chrift , 
io  whom  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever .  Amen. 


SERMON  IX. 


A  standing  Revelation,  once  attested,  the  heft 
Evidence  of  a  future  Life, 
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Luke  xvi.  31 , 

- - If  they  hear  not  Mofes  and  the  prophets ,  neither 

will  they  he  perfuaded ,  though  one  rofe  from  the 
dead . 

rT"1HESE  words  conclude  the  parable  of  the 
^  rich  man  and  Lazarus.  The  former,  amidlt 
an  outward  fulnefs,  is  fuppofed  to  have  lived  re¬ 
gard  I  efs  of  future  retributions.  The  latter,  in  the 

depths  of  poverty  and  diflrefs,  was  mindful  of  the 
reference,  which  the  prefent  life  hath  to  an  after 
oRe.  Wretched  as  his  external  circumftances  were, 
he  found  refuge  in  the  principles  of  revealed  reli¬ 
gion.  The  change,  which  death  made  in  the  ftate 
of  thefe  oppofite  characters,  w7as  great.  One  re¬ 
ceived  all  his  good  things,  the  other  all  his  evil 
things,  in  this  life.  When  death  clofed  the  fcene, 
the  former  wras  tormented,  and  the  latter  comfort- 
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ed.  He,  who  experienced  the  fad  conlequence  of 
irrehgion,  and  allured  that  there  was  no  redemp¬ 
tion  out  of  hell,  earneftly  folicited  that  a  melfen- 
gei  might  be  fent  from  the  invifible  world,  to  his 
kindred  on  earth.  They  were  a§  thoughtlefs  of 
futurity  as  he  had  been.  And  he  prefumed,  that 
luch  a  meflenger  as  he  requefted,  warning  them 
of  the  iffue  of  their  living  in  pleafures,  and  dwel¬ 
ling  carelefsly,  might  be  inftrumental  to  fave  them 
from  the  torments  he  felt.  To  this  requeft  he  re¬ 
ceived  for  anfwer,  They  have  Mofes  and  the  pro - 
phets;  let  them  hear  them.  He  molt  importunate¬ 
ly  renewed  the  requeft  :  Nay, — but  if  one  went  un¬ 
to  them  from  the  dead,  they  will  repent.  The  final 
anfwer  is  in  the  words  of  the  text :  If  they  hear  not 
Mofes  and  the  prophets ,  neither  zvill  they  be  perfuaded » 
though  one  rofe  from  the  dead. 

If  what  is  here  faid  of  the  evidence  of  religion, 
from  Mofes  and  the  prophets,  be  juft,  much  more 
may  the  fame  be  faid  of  the  evidence  which  Chril- 
tianity  furnilheth. 

Two  propofitions  will  come  under  our  confider- 
ation. 

Fuji,  a  ftanding  revelation,  once  properly  con¬ 
firmed,  is  fufficient  to  afliire  men  of  future  retri¬ 
butions,  and  lead  them  to  repentance. 

Secondly,  there  is  no  probability  that  thofe,  who 
withftand  this  evidence,  would  be  perfuaded  by 
the  propofed  method,  of  one  coming  to  them 
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from  the  other  world, — one,  whom  they  once  well 
knew  on  earth. 

Firji,  a  Handing  revelation,  once  properly  con¬ 
firmed,  is  fufficient  to  allure  men  of  future  retri¬ 
butions,  and  lead  them  to  repentance. 

The  knowledge  of  futurity  belongs  to  God.  If 
he  hath  borne  teftimony  to  the  dodrine  of  a  fu¬ 
ture  life,  by  fetting  his  feal  to  the  fcriptures  which 
declare  it,  this  fhould  fatisfy  us.  We  tcccive  the 
teftimony  of  men  to  things  which  we  have  not 
feen  nor  known.  Is  not  the  witnefs  of  God 
greater  ? 

Blejfed  are  they  who  have  not  feen,  andyet  have  be¬ 
lieved.  A  fceptic  cannot  receive  this :  He  be¬ 
lieves  not  the  things  which  he  fees  :  Demonftra- 
tion,  and  teftimony,  are  alike  difregarded.  But 
let  us  confider  this  declaration  in  the  inftance  to 
which  it  immediately  relates,  the  refurreSion  ofje- 
fus.  This,  if  it  really  happened,  is  allowed  to  be 
a  miracle.  It  is,  however,  urged,  that  a  miracle 

is  "  a  fad  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  no  human  teft  imo¬ 
ny  can  fupport.”  4  Though  we  may,  and  muft 
believe,  in  other  cafes,  without  feeing  ;  yet  in  this 
we  may  not.’  The  enquiry  then  is,  whether  a 
miracle,  the  refurredion  of  Jefus  in  particular,, 
may  be  believed  on  teftimony  ? 

To  enforce  his  requcft  for  his  brethren,  the  rich 
man  ufeth  this  argument ;  If  one  went  unto  them  from 
the  dead,  they  will  repent.  This  fuppofeth  the  pof- 
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fiothfy  of  a  revelation,  and  the  confirmation  of  it,  by 
miracle.  The  fame  is  fuppofed,  in  the  declara¬ 
tion  of  the  doubting  difeiple:  Except  I  Jball  fee 
in  his  hands  the  print  of  the  nails ,  and  thrift  my  hand 
into  his  fide,  I  will  not  believe.  To  qualify  him  for 
the  ofnce  of  an  Apoftle,  it  was  necefiary  that 
Thomas  fhould  fee  Jefus,  after  he  rofe  from  the 
dead.  He  could  not  otherwife  have  preached  the 
refuireclion,  as  a  faff,  of  which  he  was  a  witnefs  : 
But  the  teflimony  of  the  other  Apoftles  was  fuffi- 
cient  for  his  own  convidion.  For  if  they  were 
competent  judges,  whether  their  malter  was  rifen, 
they  were  alfo  competent  witneffes  of  this  faff.  We 
will,  firfi,  enquire  whether  they  were  competent 
judges.  And  if  they  were,  we  will  ihew,  fecondly, 

the  juftnefs  of  our  inference,  that  they  were  compe¬ 
tent  witneffes. 

Firfi,  the  Apoftles  were  competent  judges,  whe¬ 
ther  Jefus  rofe  from  the  dead, 

A  refurredh'on,  if  real,  may  be  as  well  known* 
and  attefted,  as  any  fact  whatever.  The  Apoftles 
could  fee,  and  hear,  and  feel;  and  thefe  were  the 
only  requifttes  in  the  prefent  cafe.  By  the  laft: 
Senfe>  they  could  determine,  whether  Jefus  had  flefh 
and  oones,  or  were  a  mere  fpedlre.  By  the  fecond, 
tney  could  know,  whether  he  uttered  articulate 
words.  By  the  find,  they  could  know,  whether  he 
was,  or  was  not,  the  perfon  whom  they  faw  cruci¬ 
fied,  a  few  days  before.  They  could  not,  there¬ 
fore,  from  weaknefs,  credulity,  or  furprize,  be  in¬ 
capable  of  judging  in  a  cafe,  fo  plain.  To  fup- 
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pofe  them  incapable,  would  be  to  fay,  that  com¬ 
mon  men  are  incapable  of  giving  teftimony  to 
any  common  fact.  If  they  ate,  and  freely  con- 
verfed  with  him,  forty  days  together,  what  room 
was  there  for  deception?  Suppofe  him  rifen, 
might  he  not  be  feen,  and  known  to  be  rifen,  with 
the  fame  certainty,  as  any  perfon  is  feen,  and 
known  to  be  living  ?  What  is  there  in  the  nature 
of  the  faCt,  that  a  dead  man  is  come  to  life,  which 
renders  it  lefs  difcernable  by  the  fenfes,  than  this 
fad: ;  that  one,  who  never  died,  is  alive  ?  If  a  par¬ 
ticular  friend  or  acquaintance,  lately  deceafed, 
fhould  rife  from  the  dead,  on  his  firft  appearance, 

your  furprize  might  lead  you  to  fiifped  your  own 
fenfes  :  but  fhould  he  continue  with  you,  converfe 

freely,  as  before  his  death,  and  eat  with  you,  fhould 
you  not  know  him  to  be  the  fame  ?  Might  not 
the  fibers  and  friends  of  Lazarus,  (if  we  admit 
that  he  wras  raifedj  know  certainly,  that  it  was 
the  fame  brother  and  friend,  whofe  death  they  de¬ 
plored  ?  Should  the  fallacy  of  our  fenfes  be  object¬ 
ed  in  fuch  a  cafe,  why  not  in  any  other,  depend¬ 
ing  on  their  report  ?  Why  may  we  not  queftion, 
whether  any  of  thofe,  with  whom  we  converfe  from 
day  to  day,  are  really  living  ? 

The  Apofiles  confiantly  attended,  and  wrere 
molt  intimate  with  their  mafter,  for  feveral  years, 
next  preceding  his  death.  They  teftify,  that  in 
their  prefence,  and  before  many  others,  friends  and 
foes,  he  caufed  the  blind  to  fee,  the  deaf  to  hear, 
the  lame  to  walk,  and  the  dead  to  rife — that  he 
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healed  all  manner  of  difeafe  inftantly  with  his 
word,  and  did  many  other  wonderful  works — that 
they  fonowed  him  to  his  trial,  and  to  the  crofs — 
faw  him  crucified,  and  give  up  the  ghoft.  They 
further  teftify,  that  they  faw  him  alive,  after  his 
paflion — that  he  continued  forty  days  with  them, 
bringing  to  their  recollection  things  he  had  be¬ 
fore  faid  to  them,  eating  with  them,  {hewing  them 
his  hands  and  feet,  in  which  was  vifible,  the  print 
of  the  nails  that  faftened  him  to  the  crofs,  and 
fhewing  them  the  fide  pierced  by  the  fpear. — 
Could  they  not  judge  of  what  they  faw,  heard  and 
handled  ?  Are  the  unlearned  more  liable  to  impo- 
fition  in  diftinguifhing  perfons,  whom  they  have 

feen  and  been  converfant  with,  than  the  learned  ? 
From  the  frequent  appearances  of  Jefus  to  the 

Apoftles,  fingiy,  or  to  two,  or  more,  or  all  of  theiru 
and  to  them  all,  when  in  company  with  many  Ga¬ 
thers ;  at  onetime,  to  more  than  five  hundred, 
they  had  full  opportunity  to  know,  whether  he  was> 
indeed,  rifen. 

But  if  the  Apoftles  were  competent  judges  of 
the  refurredtion,  we  infer  hence,  that  they  were 
alio  competent  witnejfes  of  it.  Let  us  then  fhew* 
fe condly y  the  juftnefs  of  this  inference.  * 

If  being  eye,  and  ear-wit neffes,  they  were  in  a 
capacity  and  fituation  to  judge  whether  Jefus  had 
rifen,  their  teftimony  is  not  to  be  rejected,  merely 
on  account  of  the  nature  of  fuch  a  fact.  For  this, 
would  imply,  that  they  could  not  determine  tor 
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themfelves,  whether  that  was  real,  which  they 
faw  with  their  eyes,  and  heard  wdth  their  ears,  and 
their  hands  handled  :  Their  capacity  tojudge,  and 
their  capacity  to  teftify,  mult,  therefore,  be  alike 
admitted,  or  denied.  If  their  teftimony  may  be 
fufpedied  on  the  fcore  of  interejl  or  dejign;  this  is 
quite  another  matter.  Their  integrity ,  in  bearing 
teftimony  to  the  refurrediion,  is  a  diftindt  thing, 
from  their  capacity  to  give  witnefs  in  fuch  a  cafe. 

They  were,  however,  as  credible  witneffes  as  they 
were  competent :  Their  number  was  fufficient ; 
their  character  was  not  doubtful.  They  had  no 
intereft  to  ferve.  In  the  manner  of  delivering  their 
teftimony  they  did  not  hefitate,  nor  affert  with 
warmth,  as  falfe  witneffes  do.  The  union  of  their 
teftimony  ftrengthens  and  confirms  it.  There 
are  no  contrary  teftimonies  to  balance  theirs. — 
They  facrificed  every  thing  dear  in  life,  and  life 
itfelf,  to  the  word  of  their  teftimony.  Thefe  things 
might  be  diftindtly  evinced.  But  it  is  not  my 
prefent  bufinefs  to  examine,  particularly,  the  ori¬ 
ginal  teftimonies  to  the  refurrediion  of  Jefus. 

> 

One  further  obfervation  may  properly  be  added 
here :  It  is  this  :  If  the  Apoftles  bore  falfe  witnefs, 
this  muft  have  been,  at  leaft,  equally  miraculous , 
as  the  fadt  they  teftified.  For  in  confirmation  of 
this  fadt  they  were,  in  the  prefence  of  thoufands, 
from  all  nations,  enabled  to  fpeak  inftantly,  readi¬ 
ly,  and  forcibly  in  the  tongues  of  all  nations,  hav¬ 
ing  never  learned.  If  you  deny  that  the  difciples 
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were  thus  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghoft,  on  a  public 
Jewifh  feftival,  then  all  the  vaft  concourfe,  afTcm- 
bled  on  that  occafion,  were  deceived  in  the  report 
of  their  fenfes  ;  and,  at  the  expence  of  demonftra- 
tion,  fhould  have  difbelieved.  Or  you  mu  ft  main¬ 
tain,  that  neither  had  the  difciples  the  gift  of 
tongues,  nor  was  there  any  fuch  concourfe  of  na¬ 
tions,  who  fuppofed  they  had.  The  confequence 
will  then  be,  that  the  New  Teflament  writers  have 
declared,  as  a  fact  of  the  greateft  notoriety,  a  mat¬ 
ter,  the  falfhood  of  which,  they  knew,  was  palpa¬ 
ble  to  all  in  Jerufalem  ;  and  declared  it  to  be  a 
confirmation  of  another  matter,  as  notorioufty 
falfe :  to  which  falfhood  they  pertinacioufly  ad¬ 
hered,  and  facrificed  their  lives.  Men  have  died 
martyrs  to  falfe  opinions :  But  when  have  they 
thrown  away  life,  in  aflerting  things  as  fadls,  which 
the  public  knew  had  no  exiftence  ? 

The  difpenfation  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  after  the 
afcenfion,  in  tongues,  prophecy  and  miracles,  was 
the  laft  fanbtion  of  divine  authority  fet  to  the  reli¬ 
gion  of  Jefus.  Thefe  gifts  were  continued  in  the 
church,  through  the  apoftolic  age  at  leaft ;  that 
is,  about  fixty  years.  I  hey  were  exhibited  in  all 
places,  and  before  all  ranks.  Thus  was  the  Holy 
Ghoft  a  witnefs  of  the  refine  Elion.  Thefe  gifts  were 
as  great  miracles,  as  the  reiurrection  which  thev 
confirmed.  What  further  or  greater  witnefs  to 
the  truth  of  Chriftianity  could  there  be?  Ihey 
who  faw  thefe  miraculous  powers,  had  the  greateft 
reafon  to  believe  the  refurre&ion,  though  they  fa  nr. 


DANA.  169 


not  Jefus  after  he  rofe  from  the  dead.  They*  who 
withftood  this  witnefs  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  could 
not  be  perfuaded  by  any.  Some,  who  faw  and  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  miracles  of  Jefus,  and  of  his  firft 
difciples,  yet  demanded  further  witnefs.  Their 
minds  were  clofed  againft  convidion  ;  as  were  the 
minds  of  others,  who  departed  from  the  faith. 
Hence  the  declaration  refpeding  apoftates  in  the 
primitive  church,  that  having  fallen  away,  after 
their  illumination  and  participation  of  the  Holy  Ghoft % 
it  was  impojjible  to  renezv  them  again  to  repentance . 

Let  us  attend  to  this  point,  that  the  minifters  of 
the  Chriftian  Religion  confirmed  it  after  its  au¬ 
thor  returned  to  Heaven,  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  fent 
down  from  thence.  Had  thofe,  who  faw  the  gifts 
of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  fufficient  reafon  to  believe  on 
fuch  proof?  If  they  had,  then  the  refurredion  of 
Jefus  might  be  proved  to  thofe  who  did  not  fee  him 
by  the  teftimony  of  thofe  who  did.  For  thefe  con- 
ftantly  declared,  that  their  miraculous  gifts  were 
conferred  on  them  by  Jefus,  and  for  the  purpofe  of 
proving  his  refurredion.  All,  therefore,  who  be¬ 
lieved  their  commiffion,  on  the  evidence  of  thefe 
gifts,  muft  alfo  have  believed  that  Jefus  was  rifen. 
But  if  thofe,  who  faw  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghoft 
after  the  afeenfion,  had  yet  no  fufficient  reafon  to 
believe,  then,  miracles  are  not  proof  even  to  thofe 
who  fee  them.  A  revelation  is  impoflible,  for  it 
cannot  be  confirmed. 


Enough,  perhaps,  hath  been  faid  to  (hew,  that 
thofe,  who  enjoyed  the  miniftryof  the  Apoftles^ 
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had  abundant  rcafon  to  receive  their  teftimony 
concerning  jefus,  confirmed  as  it  was  by  the  pow¬ 
ers  wherewith  they  were  endowed.  In  other  words, 
it  may  be  laudable  to  believe,  though  we  have  not 
fecn.  It  is  no  excufe  for  unbelief,  that  men  have 
not  been  eyc-witnefies  of  the  refurredion. 

Ir  then  tne  leligion  of  Jefus  was  fully  confirmed 
in  the  apoftolic  age;  was  this  original  confirma¬ 
tion  fumcient  for  after  ages?  Is  revelation  bind¬ 
ing  on  thofe  only  who  fee  its  miraculous  confir¬ 
mation?  May  it  not  concern  all  men,  of  all  nati¬ 
ons?  Muft  it  then  be  confirmed  by  a  perpetual 
miracle  beloie  every  individual,  of  every  nation  ? 
Chi  ifhanity  hath  not  been  thus  confirmed.  It 
has  not  been  thus  confirmed  before  our  eyes. 
Shall  we  therefore  lay,  that  it  doth  not  oblige  all 
to  whom  it  comes— that  we  ourfelves  are  not  oblig¬ 
ed  to  believe  and  obey  ? 

vVe  mufi  needs  be  very  incompetent  to  judge 
beforehand,  after  what  manner  a  revelation  from 
God  would  be  confirmed.  But  furely  we  cannot 
objedl  to  evidence,  fimilar  to  that  we  have,  for  the 
being  and  providence  of  God.  The  original  evi¬ 
dence  for  Chriflianity  was  of  this  kind.  Succeed- 
ing  ages  have  had  miraculous  evidence  alfo,  in  the 
obvious  and  conftant  fulfilment  of  prophecy.  In 
the  internal  frame  of  Chriflianity,  its  dodrines, 
morals  and  motives,  we  have  the  fame  proof  of  it, 
as  they  had  in  the  beginning.  And  may  we  not 
contemplate  thefe  internal  characters  with  more 


deliberation  than  they  could,  when  the  overbear¬ 
ing  evidence  of  miracles  compelled  an  immediate 
affent  ?  The  external  evidence  alfo,  from  the  ac- 
complifhment  of  prophecy,  may  be  more  coolly 
examined.  'The  miraculous  fad;  alfo,  that  perfons 
of  fuch  rank  and  circumftances,  publiihed  fuch  a 
Religion,  may  now  be  weighed  more  fully  than 
when  the  fplendor  of  their  miracles  foreclofed  en¬ 
quiry.  At  the  firft  promulgation  of  Chrifiianity, 
the  world  was  funk  in  every  kind  of  fijperftitioii 
and  idolatry ;  loft  to  the  knowledge  of  the  true 
God,  whatever  were  the  improvements  in  other 
knowledge.  Was  there  the  like  occafion  for  ini- 
racles  after  Chriftianity  was  once  introduced,  and 
had  made  its  w7ay  -again if  an  interejicd  priefthood ,  the 
pride  of  philofophy,  the  /word  of  the  inagifrate ,  and 
popular  zeal  ?  It  might  well  be  left  to  continue  and 
extend  itfelfby  its  own  intrinfic  evidence,  and  the 
acccfrnplifhment  of  its  prophecies,  added  to  its  ori¬ 
ginal  confirmation.  Is  there  the  leaft  propriety  in 
calling  for  new  witnefies  of  its  fadts,  v/hen  the  ori¬ 
ginal  witnefies  have  been  long  fince  dead  ?  Or  in 
demanding,  as  a  condition  of  our  faith,  that  fimi- 
lar  fadts  take  place  before  our  eyes  ?  The  foes  to 
this  Religion,  when  it  was  firft  let  up.  Taw,  to  their 
confuiion  and  amazement,  the  facts  it  records. 
By  irrefiftible  demonftration  they  were  compelled 
to  acknowledge  the  fadts,  while  they  obftinately 
denied  the  confequence ,  infifting  that  they  were  per¬ 
formed  through  the  agency  of  the  Devil.  The 
modern  infidel  takes  a  different  part.  He  boldly 
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denies  the  falls,  from  a  convidion,  that  if  thefe 
are  admitted,  they  eftablifli  our  Religion.  But 
the  burden  of  proof  lies  on  him,  not  on  us.  Thus 
it  is  in  all  cafes  where  men  deny  ancient  fads, 
°nce  well  known  and  efiablifhed ;  fads,  which 
could  never  have  gamed  belief  but  on  the  fuppo— 
fidon  of  their  reality.  The  original  witneffes 
could  not  but  believe  what  they  heard  and  faw. 
What  they  declared  from  perfonal  knowledge, 
ought  to  be  received  on  their  tefiimony ;  allowing 
them  to  be  unexceptionable  witneffes,  in  other  re- 
fpeds.  One  fad  they  teftified,  which,  if  true, 
proved  Jefus  to  be  the  Chrift  of  God.  Of  this 
fad,  the  refurredion,  thofe  who  heard  their  tefti- 
mony,  had  miraculous  proof;  though  they  faw 
not  the  rifen  Saviour.  For  the  works,  done  by 
thefe  his  difciples  in  his  name,  confirmed  their 
tefiimony.  Thus  was  the  truth  of  Chrifiianity 
proved  by  miracles  to  them,  who  faw  not  our  Lord 
after  he  rofe  from  the  dead.  The  miraculous  gifts 
of  the  fpirit  are  called  in  queftion  at  this  diftance 
of  time.  But  by  whom  ?  We  undertake  to  fay 
by  thofe,  and  thofe  only ,  who,  had  they  feen  thefe  gifts , 
would  fill  have  denied,  that  Jefus  was  rifen;  or 
had  they  feen  him  after  he  rofe,  would  ftill  have 
/  denied  his  divine  million. 

P* 

Some  men  undertake  to  reafon  on  matters  of  fadl 
in  this  fort ;  f  We  cannot  inveftigate  the  caufe> 
therefore  the  fadts  never  exifted.’  This  is  a  mode 
of  reafoning  which  at  once  denies  all  kind  of  exig¬ 
ence,  finite  or  infinite.  It  denies  the  exiftenc$ 
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even  of  the  reafoner  himfelf;  though  it  is  certain 
<he  could  not  reafon,  did  he  not  exift.  Yet  fuch, 
if  I  mihake  not,  is  the  reafoning  of  the  fceptical 
Mr.  Hume  againft  revelation.  We  reafon  from 
matters  of  fad— but  in  the  enquiry  whether  they 
are  fact,  reafon  and  argument  have  no  place. — 
They  are  either  perfonally  known,  or  depend  on 
teftimony.  If  perfonally  known,  this  is  intuition, 
or  demonftration,  and  therefore,  precludes  all  rea¬ 
foning.  If  dependant  on  teftimony,  the  only  en¬ 
quiry  is,  whether  the  witneffes  are  competent,  and 

credible.  Nothing  can  be  more  impertinent  than 
tofufpend  belief,  till  the  nature  and  caufe  of  the 

fads  are  explained.  In  this  view,  neither  a  mira¬ 
cle,  nor  any  other  fad,  is  a  fubjed  of  argument : — - 
But  is  either,  therefore,  a  fubjed  of  derifion?  He, 
rather,  is  a  fubjed  of  derifion,  who  thus  applies 
argument  and  reafoning — equally  fo,  whether  the 
fads,  about  which  he  thus  reafons  and  argues,  are 
ordinary,  extraordinary,  or  miraculous.  It  doth 
not  exceed  the  power  of  God,  to  perform  a  mira¬ 
cle  ;  nor  doth  it  contradid  any  divine  perfedion. 
If  a  miracle  is  poffiblc,  it  may  be  an  objed  of 
faith,  as  much  as  the  exiftence  of  a  material  world, 
or  any  thing  in  nature.  It  was  moft  difhonorable 
to  the  underftanding  or  integrity  of  Mr.  Hume, 
to  fay,  that,  "In  proportion,  as  a  fad  is  marvel¬ 
lous  or  unufual,  the  evidence  of  teftimony  is  di- 
minifhed  and,  Cf  deftroyed,  if  the  fad  be  mi¬ 
raculous” — that,  "  there  is  adired  and  full  pro  of, 
or  an  uniform  experience,  from  the  nature  ef  the 
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fact,  againft  the  exigence  of  a  miracle” — that,  f(  a 
miracle,  fupported  by  any  feftimony,  is  a  fubjecl 
of  derifion  rather  than  argument.”  We  fhould 
merit  derifion,  did  we  undertake  to  argue  refped- 
ing  the  exifience  of  a  miracle.  But  if  we  fee  the 
dead  raifed  up,  we  will  own  the  finger  of  God,  We 
will  not  withhold  our  aflent*  till  we  firft  know  how 
the  dead  are  raifed.  A  refurredion  is  pofiible — is  a 
miracle — and  may  be  known  to  be  fact,  with  as 
much  certainty  as  any  common  fad.  But  on  the 
principles  above  quoted*  not  only  is  a  revelation 
impoffible,  but  any  fpecial  interpofition  of  heaven* 
is  equally  fo.  The  whole  dodrine  of  divine  prov¬ 
idence  is  denied.  The  all-wife  Creator  and  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  the  Univerfe,  is  chained  down  to  the  ori¬ 
ginal  laws  of  nature. 

We  have  mentioned  the  accomplishment  of 
prophecy,  as  a  (landing  and  miraculous  confirma¬ 
tion  of  revelation.  One  illuftration  of  this  point, 
may,  not  improperly,  be  introduced  in  this  place; 

1  mean,  the  deflation  of  Jerufalem  and  difper- 
fion  of  the  Jews.  The  prophecies  and  the  events* 
are  well  known.  In  order  to  defeat  our  Lord’s 
prophecy,  Julian  the  apoftate,  A.  D.  361,  under¬ 
took  to  rebuild  the  temple  on  its  former  founda¬ 
tion,  and  to  people  Jerufalem  with  Jews.  He 
committed  the  principle  diredion  of  the  work  to 
Alypius,  whofe  “  abilities  and  diligence  were 
ftrenuoufly  fupported  by  the  governor  of  Paldline, 
and  the  zeal  of  the  Jews,  afiembl'ed  from  all  the 
provinces.  Every  purfe  was  opened,  and  every 
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hand  claimed  a  fhareinthe  labor.”  But  there  is 
no  CQiinJel againjl  the  Lord .  “  On  this  oc  cation,  the 
joint  efforts  of  power  and  enthufiafm,  were  unfuc^ 
cefsful.  An  earthquake,  a  whirlwind,  and  a  fiery 
eruption,  which  overturned  and  fcattered  the  new 
foundations  of  the  temple,  are  attefied,”  (as  an 

enemy  allows)  f(  by  cotemporary  and  refpedable 
evidence”— particularly,  “  by  the  unexceptiona¬ 
ble  tefiimony  of  Ammianus  Marcellinus.”  Mr, 
Gibbon ,  however,  intimates  a  doubt,  whether  fuch 
prodigies  reall}  took  place,  by  adding  ;  <\  A  phi- 
lofopher  may  fiiil  require  the  original  evidence  of 
impartial  and  intelligent  fpedators and  by 
hinting  at  other  caufes  which  might  fruftrate  the 
attempt — this  among  others,  that  it  was  underta¬ 
ken,  "  only  in  the  laft  fix  months  of  Julian’s  life.” 
Would  this  hiftorian  undertake  to  defend  the  fen- 
timent,  that  a  philosopher  may  require  other  than 
cotemporary >  refpe  triable ,  and  unexceptionable  evi¬ 


dence  to  a  matter  o i  fact  ?  Mad  an  hiftorian  of 
that  age  taken  pains  to  felect  oarticular  teftimo- 

JL 


mes  to  an  event,  to  which  many  thoufands  were 
witneffes,  for  months  together,  after  times  might 
well  have  iuppofed,  that  the  hiftorian  knew  there 
was  room  to  queftion  the  fad.  The  appeal  in 
general,  to  thoufands  then  living,  an  uncontra- 
dieted  appeal,  hath  at  lead:  as  great  weight  as  any 
particular  teftimonies.  The  vigilance  and  ma¬ 
lice  of  the  Jews,  would  have  prompted  them  to 

the  moft  fevere  animadverfions,  on  this  fiery  of  a 
miraculous  inteqpofition  of  providence,  had  it 
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been  fabulous.  Was  not  a  fpace  of fix  months  fuf- 
fic lent  to  nave  laid  the  foundations  of  the  work, 
when  iuch  great  exertions  were  made  ? 

But  fuppofe  there  was  no  “  real  prodigy,”  no¬ 
thing  more  than  forne  “  Angular  accident  of  na¬ 
ture,  on  this  occafion.  Is  the  fulfilment  of  the 
prophecy  lefs  apparent  ?  The  reftoration  of  the 
temple  was  undertaken — undertaken  with  defign 
to  defeat  the  prophecy,  and  thereby  overthrow 
Chriftianity.  The  Chriftians,  through  three  cen¬ 
turies,  appealed  to  the  defolation  of  Jerufalcm,  as 
a  fad:  which  confirmed  their  religion.  Civil  pow¬ 
er  united  with  Jewith  zeal  and  inveteracy,  could 
not  repair  the  ruined  temple  and  capital.  The  re¬ 
paration  of  them  has  been  the  ruling  paffion  of  the 
Jews,  in  every  age ;  but  is  not  yet  effected.  Thefe 
fads  are  all  admitted.  The  confequence  is  obvi¬ 
ous  ;  that  the  exertions  to  baffle,  have  but  the 
more  fignally  fulfilled  the  predidion,  Jerufalem 
Jhall  be  trodden  down  of  the  Gentiles,  till  the  time  of 

4 

the  Gentiles  be  fulfilled .  The  ruin  was  at  firft  with¬ 
out  a  parallel.  The  duration  of  the  ruin  is  fo,  all 
eircurnflances  conftdered.  Both  were  circum- 
fbmtially  foretold.  All  fucceeding  ages  have  been 
witneffes  to  the  accomplifhment.  More  than  fif¬ 
teen  hundred  years  before  their  defolation,  Mofes 
prophefied,  that  the  Jews  fhould  be  removed  into 
all  kingdoms  of  the  earthy  and  he  an  afionijhment ,  a 
proverb ,  and  a  by -word  among  all  nations .  They 
have  accordingly  been  for  feventeen  full  centuries 
fecceffivelv,  an  example  in  all  the  earth,  of  the 
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righteous  fcverity  of  God  ;  exiles,  an  opprobrium, 
an  alionifhment,  oppreffed,  kept  a  diftinCl  people. 
,c  They  no  where  live  according  to  their  own  laws, 
no  where  elect  their  own  magiftrates,  no  where 
enjoy  the  full  exercife  of  their  Religion.  They 
flow  into  all  parts  of  the  world,  mix  with  all  na¬ 
tions,  and  yet  keep  feparate  from  all.  The  north¬ 
ern  nations  have  come  in  fwarms  into  the  more 
louthern  parts  of  Europe ;  but  where  are  they  now 
to  be  difcerned  and  diftinguifhed  ?  The  Gauls 
Went  forth  in  great  bodies  to  fcek  their  fortune  in 
foreign  parts  ;  but  what  traces  of  them  are  now' 
remaining  any  where  ?  In  France,  who  can  fepa¬ 
rate  the  race  of  the  ancient  Gauls,  from  the  various 
other  people,  who,  from  time  to  time,  have  fettled 
there?  In  Spain,  who  can  diftinguifh  between 
the  fir  ft  pofleffors,  the  Spaniards,  and  the  Goths, 
and  the  Moors,  who  conquered  and  kept  poffef- 
fion  of  the  country  for  forne  ages  ?  In  England, 
who  can  pretend  to  fay  w'hich  families  were  de¬ 
fended  from  the  ancient  Britons,  and  which  from 

the  Romans,  or  Saxons,  or  Danes,  or  Normans  ? _ 

The  moft  ancient  and  honorable  pedigrees  can  be 
traced  up,  only  to  a  certain  period,  and  beyond 
that,  there  is  nothing  but  conjecture  and  uncer¬ 
tainty,  obfcurity  and  ignorance.  But  the  Jew's 
can  go  up  higher  than  any  nation.  They  can  ev- 
cn  deduce  their  pedigree  from  the  beginning  cf 
the  world.  They  may  not  know  from  what  par¬ 
ticular  tribe,  or  family,  they  are  defeended,  but 
they  know  certainly,  that  they  all  fprung  from  the 
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flock  of  Abraham.  After  fo  many  wars,  maffa- 
cres,  perfections,  and  the  contempt  with  which 
they  have  been  treated,  they  ftill  fubfift,  and  pro- 
fefs,  and  glory  in  their  original.  If  the  hand  of 
Providence  is  not  vifible  in  thefe  things,  where 
will  it  be  found  ?”* 

Is  not  the  accomplilhment  of  prophecy  as  am¬ 
ple  a  teftimony  to  Chriftianity,  as  the  miracles  of 
the  firft  century  were?  An  attentive  obferverof 
thefe  things,  will  have  no  occafion  to  requeft  a 
meflenger  from  the  dead,  that  he  may  believe. — 
We  have  no  reafon  to  look  for  any  other  miracu¬ 
lous  teftimony  to  Chriftianity,  than  that  of  pro¬ 
phecy,  till  the  time  of  the  reftoration  of  the  Jews. 

The  other  propofition  to  be  difeufled,  is  this  : 
There  is  no  probability  that  thofe,  who  withftand 
a  revelation  once  confirmed,  would  be  perfuaded, 
by  the  propofed  method  of  one  coming  to  them 
from  the  other  world — one,  whom  they  once  well 
knew  on  earth. 

The  words  have  immediate  reference  to  the  af- 
furances  of  a  future  ftate  of  mifery,  contained  in 
Mofes  and  the  prophets ;  but  are  equally  applica¬ 
ble  to  a  future  ftate  of  happinefs,  (Matt.  xxii.  31, 
32.)  and  to  the  general  evidence  of  religion  and  a 
life  to  come.  If  the  evidence,  from  Mofes  and  the 
prophets,  were  fufficient,  well  may  this  be  faid  of 
the  Chriftian  inftitution,  which  brings  life  and 
immortality  to  light. 


*  J}o£tor  Newton. 
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God,  the  only  fit  judge,  has  given  fuch  con¬ 
firmation  to  Chriftianity,  as  feemed  good  to  him. 
Is  he  obliged,  on  the  demand  of  the  infidel,  to  re¬ 
new  the  original  confirmation,  or  add  any  other  of 
the  fame,  or  an  higher  kind  ?  Shall  he  be  directed 
in  what  manner  to  confirm  his  revelations — what 
evidence  is  beft  adapted  to  moral  agents  ?  Would 
the  rejecters  of  a  religion,  to  which  he  hath  once 
borne  witnefs,  be  perfuaded,  were  it  again  con¬ 
firmed  in  the  fame,  or  fome  other  manner  ?  Ifrael 
were  witneffes  to  a  conftant  miracle,  forty  years  in 
the  wildernefs,  and  during  many  centuries  in  Ca¬ 
naan  ;  but  as  conftantly  rebelled  through  unbelief. 
The  Pharifees,  who  faw  the  miracles  of  Jefus,  (till 
required  a  fign.  May  every  age,  country  and  per- 
fon,  demand  a  new  confirmation  of  Chriftianity ; 
and  infift,  rxcept  we  fee  figns  and  wonders,  we  will 
not  believe?  One  may,  with  as  much  propriety  as 
another,  inlift,  that  nothing  Ihort  of  miraculous  ev¬ 
idence  Ihall  perfuade.  This,  however,  is  a  temper 
which  is  not  perfuaded  by  miracles.  Would  the 
tragedy  of  the  crucifixion,  and  triumph  of  the  re- 
furre&ion,  if  perpetually  difplayed,  work  convic¬ 
tion  in  thofe,  who  are  not  convinced  by  the  Hand¬ 
ing  teftimony  of  God  in  the  fcriptures  ?  This  is, 
moreover,  to  require  impoiiibilities.  For  how 
could  Chrift  be  crucified,  and  rife  before  the  eyes 
of  every  man,  in  every  age  ? 

Omnipotence  could  irrefiftibly  convert  finners, 
or  raife  up  a  fpiritual  feed  from  the  ftones.  Heav¬ 
en  might  be  fet  open  before  us,  and  hell  without  a 


covering.  Moral  evil  might  have  been  prevent¬ 
ed,  and  confequently  natural.  But  mankind  are 
treated  as  moral  agents  and  probationers. 

Were  it  left  to  us  to  fay  what  evidence  is  fit  and 
necelfary  to  efiablifli  a  revelation,  one  would  infill 
on  this  kind,  another  on  that.  No  two  perfons 
might  agree  on  the  fame  attefiation.  No  finite 
mind  is  competent  to  judge  beforehand,  what  ev¬ 
idence  would  be  ft  anfwer  the  purpofe  of  perfua- 
fton.  All  will  agree,  that  fliould  any  general  con¬ 
firmation  be  fixed  upon,  it  would  be  fuch  as  all 

men  can  underftand,  bccaufe  all  men  are  alike 
concerned  in  the  fubjeci. 

If  miracles,  once  performed,  and  the  conjlani  evi¬ 
dence,  in  the  fulfilmentof  prophecy,  and  the  inter¬ 
nal  characters  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  do  not 
prevail  on  men  to  believe  and  live  according  to  it, 
what  reaion  is  there  to  fuppofe,  that  the  renewal  of 
miracles  would  have  this  effect?  What  reafon  is 
there  to  fuppofe,  that  thofe  who  are  now  infidels, 
would  not  have  been  fo,  had  they  lived  in  Chrift’s 
day,  or  in  the  Apoftolic  age  ?  What  probability, 
that  one  coming  to  them  from  the  dead,  could 
perfuade  them  ?  The  (landing  affurances  of  future 
retributions,  contained  in  the  Bible,  are  more  juft 
matter  of  conviction,  than  any  which,  we  might 
prefume,  a  meflenger  from  the  dead  would  bring. 
Suppofe  this  meflenger  to  be  one  whom  the  unbe¬ 
liever  was  acquainted  with,  doubtlefs  it  would  be 
a  great  furprife  at  firld,  to  fee  him  rifen  from  the 
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dead.  But  the  furprife  would  be  tranfient.  Should 
he  immediately  difappear,  after  the  delivery  of  his 
meifage,  no  fooner  would  the  unbeliever’s  firft  af- 
tonilhment  be  over,  than  he  would  begin  to  fuf- 
pecf,  that  the  whole  was  delulion. 

Further,  If  this  requeft,  that  a  meffenger  might 

come  from  the  dead,  be  reafonable  in  one  inftance; 

it  mu  ft  be  io  in  another,  and  in  every  inftance. — 

Should  it  be  gratified  in  every  inftance,  the  effebi 

would  be  loft  in  the  frequency  and  commonnefs  of 

fuch  meffen  gers. 

■  -  -  \  . 

1  ne  crime  of  the  rich  mar/s  brethren  is  fuppo- 

fed  to  have  been  practical,  rather  than  fpeculaiive 
infidelity.  They  did  not  give  fo  much  attention 
ro  the  fubjedt  of  revelation,  as  deep  {peculations  in 
infidelity,  imply.  Fleedlefs  inattention  to  religion, 
is  an  inseparable  attendant  on  a  life  of  difiipation. 

I  his  is  much  the  fame  in  its  influence  on  morali¬ 
ty,  religion,  and  futurity,  as  direct  fcepticifm,  and 
often  terminates  therein.  The  fool  hath  [aid  in  his 
he  a.)  /,  none  is  no  Crod .  This  is  the  natural  conic— 
quencc  or  tnc  cnaractcr  afenbed  to  him.  Corrupt 
are  they,  and  have  done  abominable  iniquity.  The 
wicked,  thr-jugh  the  pride  of  his  countenance,  will  not 
feekajui  God  God  is  not  mall  his  thoughts.  Expe¬ 
rience,  in  another  world,  firft  convinced  the  rich 
man  of  the  ruinous  ilTue  of  a  life  of  irreligion  and 
diffolute  manners.  To  rejedt  a  religion,  confirm¬ 
ed  as  Chriftianity  hath  been,  and  coming  recom¬ 
mended  as  this  doth,  by  its  doctrines  and  pre^ 
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ccpts,  example  and  promifes,  is  to  determine ,  not  t& 
receive  a  revelation  from  Heaven.  The  aflurances 
it  gives  of  future  retributions,  and  which  the  re- 
furreCtion  of  its  author  have  confirmed,  are  not 
weighed  ;  perhaps,  not  fo  much  as  read.  They 
are  practically  difbelieved.  Admonitions  unre¬ 
garded,  are  as  though  their  authority  was  exprefs- 
}y  rejected.  No  kind  of  evidence,  which  licen¬ 
tious  men  may  afk  for  themfelves,  will  fuffice. — 
For  if  they  will  not  examine,  or  attend  to  the  evi- 
dertce  actually  laid  before  them,  neither  would 
they  attend  to  any  other.  They  do  not  conlider, 
at  all,  the  nature  and  tendency  of  the  courfe  they 
are  purfuing.  Having  pleaftire  in  unrighteoufnefs » 
they  love  darknefs  rather  than  light.  There  are  o- 
thers,  in  whom  fpeculative  pride  is  predominant. — 
Thefe  will  not  believe,  becaufe  they  refolve  to  ad¬ 
mit  nothing  on  the  common  principles  of  evi¬ 
dence.  They  muft  think  out  of  the  road  of  com¬ 
mon  fenfe,  to  fhew  the  world  the  fuperiority  of 
their  talents.  Thus,  prof  effing  themfelves  to  he  wife , 


they  become  fools. 


IMPROVEMENT. 


From  what  hath  been  difcourfed,  we  may  form 
a  judgment  of  thofe  who  employ  their  talents  to 
diminifh  the  evidences  of  Chriftianity,  and  de¬ 
stroy  its  authority.  To  rejeCl  it  without  enquiry, 
muft  be  a  mark  of  great  folly ;  not  to  mention  the 
poffible  impiety  of  fuch  conduCt.  To  make  it  a 
fubjeCl  of  enquiry,  and  yet  determine  beforehand 


not  to  embrace  it,  is  unfair.  The  dodrinc  of  our 
accountablenefs  of  a  future  life,  as  there  taught,  fo 
well  accords  with  the  fentiments  of  the  human 
heart,  if  not  hardened,  that  we  cannot  objed  on 
this  account.  We  may  rather  wiih  for  the  autho¬ 
rity  of  revelation  to  confirm,  and  enforce  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  our  own  minds. 

It  is  at  leaft  poffible,  and  there  is  a  degree  of 
probability,  that  there  may  be  a  ftate  of  future  re¬ 
tributions,  in  which  we  fhall  receive  the  confe- 
quences  of  our  prefent  moral  condud.  If  there  is, 
revelation  only  can  inform  us ;  to  be  fure,  it  can 
bejl  inform  us,  how  to  demean  ourfelves  in  this 
probationary  ftate,  fo  as  to  ftiun  the  mifery  and  fe- 
cure  the  happinefs,  of  the  life  to  come.  What  ar¬ 
gument  have  we  to  fhew  that  this  life  is  the  whole 
of  our  exiftence  ?  What  thanks  do  we  owe  to  the 
man  who  would  perfuade  us  that  it  is,  or  would 
lead  us  to  live  as  though  it  were  ?  Is  he  a  friend  of 
virtue,  or  of  our  peace?  This  world  is  a  moft  im¬ 
portant  part  of  our  exiftence,  when  viewed  in  re¬ 
ference  to  another,  and  as  our  probation  for  eter¬ 
nal  recompences.  On  the  bare  poftibiiity  of  fuch 
a  world  to  come,  it  is  the  higheft  wifdom  to  lay 
up  a  good  foundation  againft  the  time  when  we 
fhall  pafs  into  it.  Such  provifion  for  that  world, 
will  not  leflen,  but  increafe  the  real  enjoyments  of 
this  world,  and  render  us  far  better  members  of 
fociety.  Whofoever,  then,  would  erafe  from  our 
minds  a  fenfe  of  moral  obligation,  and  fubvert  the 
foundations  of  virtue,  co-operates  with  the  enemy 
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of  all  rightcoufnefs,  to  fpread  confufion  and  mife- 
ry  in  the  world*  If  he  boaits  of  fuperior  talents, 
he  may  be  told,  that,  while  the  giver  of  his  talents 
is  entitled  to  Ins  gratitude,  and  ihould  direct  the 
application  of  all  his  powers,  Satan  hath  the  di¬ 
rection  or  them.  For  fuch,  what  remedy  is  pro¬ 
vided  ?  If  the  light  which  is  in  thee  he  darknejs ,  bozo 
great  is  that  darknejs  l 

Further ,  A  general  habit  of  inattention,  and  indif¬ 
ference  to  the  truths  and  precepts  of  revealed  religi¬ 
on,  is  much  the  fame  in  ksetrects,  as  an  open  denial 
oi  them.  On  fuch,  mU ructions  and  admonitions  are 
loft.  The  realities  of  eternity  are  treated  as  idle 
tales.  Tney  do  not  confider,  becaufe  they  will  not 
be  difturbed  in  their  amufements,  fenfual  indul- 
gencies  and  worldly  purfuits.  Overcharged  with 
thefe,  tne  folemnities  of  death ,  a  refiirrefition,  judg¬ 
ment  to  come ,  and  eternal  rewards  and  puni foments , 
make  hut  a  feeble  imprejfion ,  if  any  at  alL  Some  im¬ 
minent  danger  may  give  a  prefent  alarm,  but  no 
fooncr  is  the  immediate  hazard  removed,  than 
they  return  to  folly  without  any  concern.  An  af¬ 
fluence  and  continued  prosperity,  are  often  accom¬ 
panied  with  forgetful nefs  and  contempt  of  reli¬ 
gion.  The  rich  man  and  his  brethren  were  lift— 
iefs  to  the  concerns  of  futurity.  They  believed 
not  Mofes  and  the  prophets.  They  feared  not  God, 
becaufe  they  had  no  changes.  In  fuch  c  ire  urn  fiances, 
there  is  much  occafion  to  <mard  acuinft  luxury, 
'voluptuoufnefsj  uncharitablenefs  and  a  fpirit  of 
felf-fufficicncy. 
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Faith  and  repentance,  are  of  univerfal  impor¬ 
tance,  unalterably  connected  with  each  other,  and 
with  the  hope  of  divine  acceptance.  The  true 
believer,  the  true  penitent,  is  conformed  to  the 
image  of  Chrift. 

God  knows  what  means  are  beft  adapted  to  the 
end  of  our  faith:  He  hath  eftablifihed  thefe  means; 
he  hath  annexed  to  the  diligent  ufe  of  them,  every 
encouragement  of  his  concurrence  and  bleffing. — 
To  neglect  and  vilify  them,  or  devife  other  means 
of  acceptation,  is  to  defpife  God,  and  make  his 
revelation  ufelefs. 

He  that  hath  an  eary  let  him  hear .  cc  Search  the 
feriptures — in  them  we  have  eternal  life — they 
teftify  of  Chrift.”  The  language  of  God  in  them 
is,  reverence  my  Son.  In  him,  in  no  other,  is 
God  reconciling  the  world  to  himfelf.  In  vain 
muft  thofe  intercede  for  mercy  in  the  other  world, 
who  will  not  be  perfuaded  through  Chrift,  to  be 
reconciled  to  God,  in  this  accepted  time,  this  day 
of  falvation.  'Then  the  door  will  be  fhut.  He  that 
believeth  Jhall  be  Javed  ;  he  that  believeth  not  Jloall  be 
damned .  Negledt  not  the  means  of  grace.  Quench 
not  the  J pint .  If  they  efcaped  noty  who  refuted  to 
hear  Mofes  and  the  prophets,  we  furely  /hall  not 
efcape,  if  we  neglect  Jo  great  falvation  ;  which  at  the 
firji  began  to  be  Jpoken  by  the  Lord y  and  was  confirmed 
unto  us  by  them  that  heard  him  :  God  alfoy  bearing 
them  witne/s  by  figns  and  wonders,  divers  miracles  and 
gifts  of  the  Holy  Gho/l. 
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Matt.  vii.  28,  29, 

And  it  came  to  pafs  when  Jefus  had  ended  thefe  fay - 
ingSy  the  people  were  afionifijed  at  his  doSlmne.  For 
he  taught  them  as  one  having  authority >  and  not  as 
the  Scribes . 

V.  '  '  _ 

THESE  words  are  St.  Matthew's  reflection 
on  our  Lord’s  well-known  fermon,  contain¬ 
ed  in  this  and  two  preceding  chapters.  When  he 
had  finifhed  his  difcourfe,the  multitude,  who  heard 
it,  were  aftonijhed  at  his  doSirine :  The  reafon  of 
their  aftonilhment  is  affigned.  For  he  taught  them 
as  one  having  authority ,  and  not  as  the  Scribes .  His  in- 
ftrudtion  was  very  different  from  theirs,  both  with 
refpecff  to  the  matter  and  manner  of  it.  His 
countenance  might  flrongly  exprefs  the  weight  of 
the  truths  he  taught.  He  alfo  lived  according  to 
his  own  maxims ;  whereas,  they  J did \  and  did  not • 
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What  I  propofe  is,  jirji,  to  lay  before  you  an  im- 

perfed:  (ketch  of  the  morality  of  our  religion. 

* 

Secondly,  to  (hew  that  on  this  account,  it  merits 

the  high  approbation  and  efteem  of  all  to  whom  it 
is  offered. 

Thirdly,  that  the  fuperior  excellence  of  its  moral 
fyftem,  proves  the  truth  of  Chriftianity. 

Firjl,  I  am  to  lay  before  you  an  imperfed  fketch 
of  the  moral  fyftem  of  Chriftianity.  This  is  fum- 
marily  contained  in  that  difcourfe  of  its  divine  au¬ 
thor,  on  which  the  Evangelift  makes  the  refiedi- 
on  in  the  words  read. 

w  Here  it  will  be  proper  to  fpecify  the  principal 
virtues  which  Chriftianity  inculcates,  whether  per- 
fonal,  focial,  or  divine — to  confider  the  foundati¬ 
on  and  motives  on  which  it  inculcates  them — and 
to  take  a  view  of  thecorrefponding  example  of  its 

author, 

I  would,  firft ,  fpecify  the  principal  virtues,  per- 
fonal,  focial,  and  divine,  inculcated  by  our  Religi¬ 
on. 

The  virtues  of  fe  If -government  are  thefe;  mode- 

» 

ration  in  our  worldly  willies  and  enjoyments  ,*  con¬ 
tentment  and  freedom  from  anxious  care ;  meek- 
nefs  and  patience  under  injuries  and  provocations ; 
humility  or  poverty  of  fpirit,  not  thinking  of  our- 
felves  more  highly  than  we  ought,  but  foberly,  not 
exercifing  ourfelves  in  things  too  high  for  us.  By 
forbidding  inward  lull  and  hatred,  it  lays  the  ax  at 


the  root  of  the' tree,  and  teacheth  us  with  what 
care  to  keep  the  heart,  that  it  may  be  clean  trom 
all  allowed  impurity. 

As  to  the focial  virtues,  our  Lord  in  his  difcourfe 
enjoined  the  greateft  fimplicity  and  integrity  in  our 
intercourfe  with  others,  by  directing  that  our  com¬ 
munication  be  yea,  yea,  nay,  nay.  He  cautioned 
againft  uncharitable  thoughts  and  cenfures.  He 
pronounced  the  merciful  and  peace-makers  bleffed. 
He  has  taught  us  to  feek  timely  reconciliation  of 
thofe  whom  we  have  offended-  to  difpcnie  our 
alms  in  the  molt  private  manner,  and  to  all  who 
may  hand  in  need— to  forgive  injuries,  however 
great,  or  how  oft  foever  repeated;  to  love  om  ene¬ 
mies,  blefs  them  that  curfe  us,  do  good  to  them 
that  hate  us,  and  pray  for  them  who  defpitefully 
ufe  and  perfecute  us,  that  we  may  be  the  children 
of  our  heavenly  Father.  His  fun  rifeth  on  tne 
evil  and  good,  and  his  rain  falls  on  the  juft  and  un- 
juft.  Our  goodnefs  extendeth  not  to  him  ;  but, 
like  his,  it  ftiould  extend  to  all  without  difcrimi- 
nation,  as  we  may  have  opportunity  to  do  them 
good.  , 

This  diftinguifheth  Chriftian  benevolence  from 
other  kinds.  Ties  ol  aftinity  or  blood,  friendfhip  j 
or  former  obligations,  union  in  religious  profeffion 
or  in  fecular  purfuits,  fimilarity  of  afflictions  or 
dangers,  and  even  a  combination  in  wickednefs, 
attach  men  to  one  another,  and  prompt  them  to 
kind  offices.  Sinners  and  publicans  love  thofe 
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who  love  them,  and  do  good  to  thofe  who  do  good 
to  them,  or  whofe  intereft  may  be  confidered  as 
their  own.  But  Jefus  has  taught  his  difciples  to 
do  more  than  others.  Chriftian  benevolence  is  finely 
illuftrated  in  the  ffory  he  relates  of  the  traveller, 
who  on  his  journey  fell  into  the  hands  of  mercilefs 
robbers,  and  in  the  depths  of  difirefs  found  relief 
from  an  unexpected  quarter.  This  unfortunate 
man  was  a  Jew.  He  that  ihewed  mercy  on  him 
was  a  Samaritan.  There  was  a  deeply  rooted  en¬ 
mity  between  the  two  nations.  Notwithftanding 
this,  the  Jew,  ready  to  perifh,  was  befriended  by 
the  Sarnai  itan,  arcer  he  had  been  neglected  by  one 
and  another  of  his  own  nation,  and  thofe,  perfons 
of  an  high  religious  profeffion.  Forgetting  any 
national  piejudices  and  affronts,  confidering  not  at 
all  the  character  of  the  helplefs  man,  but  only  his 
necejfity ,  the  compaffionate  Samaritan  felt  his  bow¬ 
els  moved,  and  inftantly  miniftred  to  his  relief. 
1'hus  was  he  neighbor  to  him.  Such  is  the  love 
of  our  neighbor  which  Chriftianity  enjoins.  This 
is  toobferve  the  golden  rule,  Whatfoever  ye  would 
that  menjhould  do  to  you,  do  ye  even  fo  to  them.  The 
reafonablenefs  of  tms  rule  applies  to  the  fcnfe  and 
feeling  of  every  man,  however  difficult  and  rare  a 
conformity  to  it  may  be. 

With  refpect  to  the  duties  of  piety,  how  differ¬ 
ent  are  the  Cb.riftian  precepts  from  thofe  of  the 
Scribes?  From  an  affecfled  deference  to  rites  and 
ceremonies,  they  neglected  the  weightier  matters  ' 
of  the  divine  law,  judgment,  mercy  and  faith. 


They  condemned  our  Lord’s  difciples  for  attend¬ 
ing  to  a  matter  of  necefffty,  on  the  fabbath,  and 
him  tor  doing  good  on  that  day.  By  their  tradi¬ 
tions  they  made  void  both  moral  and  pofitive  pre¬ 
cepts.  The  Chriftian  lawgiver  declared  their 
worlhip  vain,  and  taught  a  righteoufneis  tar  tupe- 
rjor — to  avoid  all  oftentation  and  affected  leveri- 
ties,  and  to  worfhip,  not  with  the  eye,  but  with  the 
heart — to  attend  the  forms  of  religion  ordained  by 
God,  as  necefTary  means  of  cultivating  a  fpi-rit  of 
piety,  of  expreffing  a  fupreme  reverence,  eflecm 
and  confidence  towards  the  great  object  of  our 
homage — means,  alfo,  of  exciting  and  improving 
our  love  to  men.  For  according  to  him,  the  whole 
of  religion  is  comprehended  in  the  love  of  God  and 
our  neighbor.  The  former  is  the  firft  and  great 
commandment,  and  the  latter  is  like  unto  it.  Ex¬ 
ternal  worfhip  is,  in  no  inftance,  required,  further 
than  it  is  fubfervient  to  this  temper  of  love. 
Chriftianity  refcues  the  moral  law,  contained  in  the 
ten  commandments,  from  the  corrupt  gloffes  of 
men  who  thanked  God  that  they  were  exempt 
from  grofs  fcandal,  when  within  they  were  full  of 
all  uncleannefs ;  who,  under  pretence  of  zeal  for 
God,  devoured  widows’  houfes,  perfecuted  the  juft, 
and  undertook  to  abfolve  children  from  their  duty 
to  their  parents.  The  Chriftian  fcheme  of  mora¬ 
lity  admits  of  no  referves :  for  no  man  can  ferve 
two  matters.  It  requires  a  firm  adherence  to  its 
injundtions,  though  perfecuted  for  righteoufnefs 
fake.  It  extends  to  the  heart  and  thoughts,  as 
well  as  to  the  lips  and  life. 
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,  <70nfldef  chen  the  purity.  Sublimity  and  extent 
01  the  Chnftlan  morals;  their  perpetuity,  as  Hea¬ 
ven.  Compare  them  with  the  celebrated  fchemes 
of  heathen  philofophers  and  moralifts,or  of  modern 
deihs.  The  latter  confine  the  rule  of  moral  obli¬ 
gation  very  much  to  external  condud,  without  re¬ 
ference  to  the  heart ;  or  they  limit  morality  to  vi- 
f  ole  fobriety  and  juftice— or  at  moll,  extend  it  no 
lurther  than  the  pretended  virtues  of  friendffiip 
and  patriotifm.  They  fall  as  much  Ihort  of  the 
Cnriftian  fcheme,  as  an  occafional  (perhaps  unin¬ 
tentional)  ad  of  generality,  falls  Ihort  of  a  fteady 
and  uniform  courfe  of  benevolent  adion — or  as 
doing  good  to  one  who  has  obliged  us,  or  whole 
welfare  is  as  our  own,  falls  ihort  of  kind  offices  per¬ 
formed  to  our  revilers  and  perfecutors. 

The' love  of  our  country  is  i  ndeed  an  illulWous 
virtue,  when  conneded  with  love  to  mankind,  of 
every  nation.  But  if  it  interferes  with  univerfal 
benevolence,  it  is  no  other  than  the  narrow  fpirit 
of  a  party,  and  hath  the  fame  afped  on  the  welfare 
of  other  nations,  as  felfilhnefs  hath  on  the  welfare 
of  our  own  ;  or,  as  party-zeal  in  religion,  hath  on 
ail  denominations,  except  its  own.  Chriflrian  mo  - 
rality  includes  private  friendlhip,  and  the  love  of 
Our  nation.  At  the  fame  time  it  inculcates  more 
elevated  and  extenhve  benevolence,  ’peace  on  earthy 
good  will  to  all  mankind. 

It  is  brave,  tve  grant,  to  hazard  life  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  liberties ;  but  is  it  fo,  to  throw  away  life  in  a 


dad?  or  to  fall  on  one’s  own  fword  ?  He  that  doth 
the  latter,  ads  the  part  of  the  coward,  who  mean  ¬ 
ly  deferts  the  port  of  danger  affigned  him  by  his 
General.  He  that  doth  the  former  is  like  one 
who,  to  fave  his  houfe  w'hen  on  fire,  fiiould  throw 
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himfelf  into  the  flames.  Both  deferve  the  burial 
of  an  afs.  They  facrifice  the  honor  and  comfort 
of  all  their  dependents  and  friends,  the  private  and 
public  affections,  to  a  fmall  misfortune,  to  imagi¬ 
nary  honor.  When,  on  the  contrary,  men  acqui- 
efce  in  evils  they  cannot  prevent  or  remedy;  when 
it  is  not  in  the  power  of  external  things  to  take 
from  them  their  felf-enjoyment;  when  they  avenge 
not  themfelves ;  when  they  lofe  life  to  fave  their 
country  from  flavery,  or  their  own  fouls  from  per¬ 
dition  ;  this  is  true  magnanimity  ;  this  is  Chrifti- 
an  fortitude.  For  our  faith  overcomes  the  world : 
It  teacheth  patience  and  refignation  under  fuller- 
ings  from  God,  and  forgivenefs  of  men  whatever 
wrong  they  do  or  deflgn  us.  It  eftablifheth  an 
inward  ferenity,  and  a  firmnefs  which  makes  the 
feeble  and  timorous  more  than  conquerors. 

Secondly ,  of  the  foundation  or  principle  oil  Chrifti- 
an  morality.  This  is,  the  approbation  and  glory’  • 
of  God,  or  a  regard  to  him  as  moral  Governor* 
Let  your  light  Jo  J 'line  before  men ,  that  they  may  fee 
your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  Father  in  Heaven . 
Any  fydem  which  doth  not  fix  moral  virtue  on  the 
throne  of  God,  will  be  found  to  fix  it  on  a  weak 
and  precarious  balls.  His  perfections  are  immu¬ 
table.  RefpeCl  to  his  authority  and  approbation 
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is,  therefore,  a  permanent,  uniform  principle  of 
right  adion.  The  difference  between  good  and 
evil  is  unchangeable,  becaufe  God  is  fo,  and  be- 
caufe  his  will  is  reXitude.  He  will  always  do 
|  what  is  fit : — He  only  knows  what  is  fo: — All  re¬ 

lations  and  fitneiTes  are  from  him  and  by  him: — * 
To  him  be  glory  for  ever.  His  glory  and  the 
'  happinefs  of  his  creatures  unite.  With  him  we 

¥  f  have  to  do,  who  is  God  over  all,  who  hath  confti- 

\  tutefd  the  various  connexions  and  dependencies 

of  mankind,  the  fubordinations  of  families  and 
larger  focieties,  and  enjoined  their  mutual  duties. 
His  authority  is  the  highejl pojfible  obligation .  Who¬ 
ever  hearkens  unto  God  will  therefore  pay  due 
refpeX  to  earthly  fuperiors,  and  fulfil  all  relative 
duties  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  will  dare  to  affert 
the  authority  of  confcience  and  of  God  againft 
any  allurements  or  menaces  whatever.  This  prin¬ 
ciple  of  piety  operates  alike  in  all  relations  and 
circumftances  of  life,  in  all  inftances  of  focial  or 
perfonal  virtue,  and  at  all  times,  whether  we  aX 
under  the  view  of  others,  or  are  retired  from  eve¬ 
ry  human  eye.  The  all-feeing  eye  of  God,  a  fenfe 
of  his  perfeXions  and  our  accountablenefs,  and 
this  only,  can  fecure  us  in  the  caufe  of  virtue  when 
temptation  is  ftrong;  when  no  power  on  earth  can 
animadvert  on  our  crimes,  when  we  have  every 
aflurance  of  fecrecy.  Reputation,  health,  eafe, 
gain,  will,  in  fome  infiances  and  to  a  certain  de¬ 
gree,  favor  the  caufe  of  morality  :  but  the  fear  of 
God  is  the  only  principle  whereby  we  can  attain 
to  perfection  in  holinefs. 
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Chriftian  morality  has  fpecial  refpeft  to  the 
glory  of  God,  through  a  Mediator  :  It  teacheth 

whatever  we  do,  to  do  it  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  fe- 
fus.  The  fruits  of  right  eoufnefs  are  hy  him  to  the  praife 
and  glory  of  God .  Fhe  faith  of  him  peculiar!} 
works  by  love  to  God  and  men. 

Confider,  next,  the  motives  which  Chriftianity 
exhibits,  to  enforce  the  admirable  fcheme  of  mo¬ 
rality  it  inculcates. 

Among  the  gracious  words  which  proceeded 
from  our  Lord's  mouth,  and  which  his  hearers  fo 
juftly  admired,  are  thefe.:— Af,  and  it /hall  he  giv¬ 
en  you:  Seek,  and  ye  /hall  find :  Knock,  and  it  fall  be 
opened  unto  you.  For  every  one  that  a/keth ,  receive  th  ; 
and  he  that  Jeekeih,  jindetb  ;  and  to  him  that  knocketh , 
it  fall  be  opened „  ffye,  being  evil,  know  how  to  give 
good  gifts  unto  your  children,  how  much  more  fall  your 
Father  which  is  in  Heaven ,  give  good  things ,  the  holy* 
Spirit,  to  them  that  af  him  ?  Therefore,  (as  it  foon 
follows )  enter  ye  in  at  the  ftrait  gate : — make  my  yoke 
upon  you,  and  ye fall  find  ref  to  your  fouls.  It  is  am¬ 
ple  encouragement  to  our  religious  endeavors,  if 
God  is  attentive  to  our  neceffities,  as  a  parent  to 
thofe  of  his  offspring ;  will  guide,  fupport,  and 
fucceed  our  religious  labor.  The  objection  to 
Chrift  our  mafter  is,  therefore,  without  founda¬ 
tion,  and  di&ated  only  by  floth  and  depravity  of 
heart ; — Thou  art  an  hard  man,  reaping  where  thou 
haft  not  /own. — For  unto  every  one  that  hath  fall  be 
given ,  and  he  '/hall  have  abundance ;  but  from  him  that 
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haio  not ,  fall  be  taken  away  even  that  which  he  hath . 

As  the  recompence  of  their  labors  and  fufferinga 
in  the  caufe  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs,  the  ferv^ 
ants  of  Cnrift  fhall  receive  in  the  prefent  time,  an 
hundred  fold  for  whatfoever  they  do  or  fuffer  in 
his  caufe;  and,  in  the  world  to  come,  adiftinguillw 
ed  reward,  Jf  we  be  dead  with  him ,  we  fall  afo 
live  with  him.  If  we  fuffer ,  we  Jhall  alfo  reign  with 
him.  Shall  the  difficulties  of  the  Chriflian  life  be 
objected,  when  we  may,  if  we  afk  it,  have  aid  from 
an  high  ?  After  all  the  labors  and  bufferings  of 
Jefus  for  us,  can  we  entertain  this  thought,  that  his 
commandments  are  grievous  ?  What  doth  he  com¬ 
mand  but  this,  that  we  deny  ourfelves,  and  follow 
him  ?  Shall  the  difciple  object  that  his  Lord  faith, 
learn  of  me?  To  whom  eife  fhall  we  go  for  the 
words  of  eternal  life,  but  to  jefus  the  Son  of  God  ? 
And  can  we  go  to  him,  while  we  refufe  or  com¬ 
plain  of  his  terms  ? 

Unlefs  we  admit  a  future  life,  what  fufficient 
motives  are  there  to  virtue  ?  Is  it  its  own  reward, 
when  the  opprefibr  hath  power,  and  the  oppreff- 
ed  have  none  to  comfort  them  ?  Where  is  the 
beauty  of  virtue,  when  her  friends  are  dropping 
into  eternity,  if  they  have  no  hope  beyond  the 
grave  ?  The  wifeft  and  beft  heathen  were  totally 
ignorant  of  the  refurredtion,  and  had  no  other 
than  unfettled,  confufed  notions  of  future  retribu¬ 
tions  ;  yea,  they  had  many  doubts  even  of  the  im¬ 
mortality  of  the  foul,  and  were  in  darknefs  whe¬ 
ther  God  would  direct  and  aid  human  endeavors. 
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Their  fpeculations  were  rather  refined  than  folid  ; 
at  lead,  the  irmaxims  were  not  exemplified.  Ade¬ 
quate  help,  and  profpeifts  were  wanting.  But 
Chriftianity  reveals  the  redemption  of  the  body 
from  corruption,  and  promifetn  eternal  life  to 
them  who  patiently  continue  in  well-doing. — 
Through  Chrift’s  ftrengthening  them  his  difciples 
can  do  all  things.  Their  converfation  is  in  Heav¬ 
en,  becaufe  there  he  has  prepared  manfions  for 
them  : — He  hath  fet  before  them  motives  to  vir¬ 
tue,  as  much  fuperior  to  thofe  of  heathen  moral  - 

ifts,  as  the  morality  of  the  gofpel  is  fuperior  to 

* 

theirs. 

Laftly ,  The  perfect  moral  character  of  Jefus 
ChrijU  exemplified  all  his  heavenly  maxims.  Ele¬ 
vated  as  the  morality  of  his  religion  is,  he  doth 
but  call  upon  us  to  imitate  his  example.  His  pri¬ 
vate  and  perfonal  virtues,  his  fpotlefs  innocence 
and  purity  of  life,  heavenly-mindednefs  and  felf- 
denial,  meeknefs,  humility  and  patience,  teach  his 
followers  an  indifference  to  all  things  temporal ; 
to  purify  themfelves,  that  they  may  refemble  him 
who  was  holy,  harmlefs,  and  feparate  from  finners — 
teach  them  to  bear  reproach  for  him,  who  when  re¬ 
viled,  reviled  not  again ;  and  when  he  f offered ,  threat¬ 
ened  not.  Though  from  malignity  his  enemies 
accufed  him  of  many  high  crimes  ;  yet  they  never 
could  convidt  him  of  a  fault.  His  converfation 
was  without  guile.  His  benevolence  was  mani- 
feft  in  emptying  himfeif  of  the  form  of  God,  and 
appearing  in  fafliion  as  a  man  ;  revealing  the  way 


*98  DANA. 

of  righteoufnefs  and  peace;  going  about  doincr 
good,  to  perfons  of  all  conditions  and  characters  • 
enduring  with  dignity,  every  fpecies  of  diftrefs 
and  ignominy,  from  thofe  to  whom  he  came  to  do 
all  poffible  good  ;  giving  himfelf  a  ranfom  for  a 
guilty  world.  Every  other  example  finks  and  fades 
before  his.  It  hath  no  part  dark }  all  is  light. 

High  encomiums  are  palfed  on  fuch  as  expofe 
life  for  a  friend,  or  their  country.  What  muft  we 
then  fay  of  him  who  died  for  enemies,  for  all 
mankind  ?  None  of  the  human  race  were  endear¬ 
ed  to  him  by  any  peculiar  ties,  antecedently  to  his 
interpofing  to  fave  them  from  death.  He  could 
not  look  on  his  own  things ,  when  he  undertook  the 
caufe  of  rebels.  His  philanthropy  includes  every 
kind  affedtion  that  confifts  with  the  greateft  good: 
It  includes  particular  attention  to  our  kindred, 
fiends  and  country,  fo  far  as  comports  with  mor¬ 
al  rectitude,  and  the  good  of  the  univerfe.  He 
loved  a  loft  w-orld,  and  gave  his  life  to  fave  it.  He 
was  alfo  fufceptible  of  the  national  and  friendly 
affections.  He  wept  over  Jerufialem  ;  and  at  the 
grave  of  Lazarus,  whom  he  loved.  On  the  crofs, 
he  beheld  his  mother  with  filial  affedtion.  His 
murderers  were  inftant  with  one  voice,  crucify 
him  ;  and  he  prayed.  Father  forgive  them. — He  was 
brought  as  a  lamb  to  the  Jlanghter.  While  fuch  an 
example  is  before  us,  how  fliould  our  hearts  burn 
within  us !  What  bowels  of  mercies,  humblenefs 
of  mind,  long-fuffering,  forgivenefs  and  charity, 
can  anfwer  to  his  example  1 


Further,  eonfider  his  piety  and  devotion .  He  oft 
reforted,  with  his  little  family,  to  a  place  confe- 
crated  to  focial  prayer.  After  days  full  of  labor, 
his  nights  were  often  fpent  in  this  exercife.  His 
watching  opportunities  for  retirement,  enforceth 
his  injunction.  Enter  into  thy  clojet ,  and  pray  to  tby 
Father  zvhich  is  in  fecret.  His  example  alio  fhews, 
that  the  public  rites  of  religion  may  not  be  neg¬ 
lected,  though  moral  duties  are  to  be  preferred. 

In  becoming  obedient  to  the  death  of  the  crofs, 
he  fhewed  perfect  acquiefcence  in  the  will  of  his 
Father,  appointing  him  to  fuffer  and  die.  The  cup 
my  Heavenly  Father  giveth  me,Jhall  1  not  drink  it? 
Father ,  glorify  thy  name .  Allured  that  he  Ihould 
fee  of  the  travail  of  his  foul ;  for  the  joy  Jet  before  him , 
he  endured  the  crofs.  How  inflrudive  is  his  ex¬ 
ample,  in  the  principle  and  pradice  of  all  virtue  ? 
While  it  raifeth  our  efteem  and  admiration,  the 
imitation  of  it  would  be  our  higheft  felicity  and 
glory.  Had  we  the  fame  mind,  all  bitternefs  and 
wrath,  and  anger,  and  clamor,  and  envy,  and  ma¬ 
lice,  would  be  laid  aiide ;  all  trefpaffes  forgiv¬ 
en  to  them,  that  hate  and  perfecute  us.  Chrift’s 

command  is,  that  we  love  one  another,  as  he  hath 
loved  us.  Then  do  we  thus  love,  when  we  are  rea¬ 
dy,  if  need  be,  to  lay  down  our  lives  for  the  brethren. 
For  fuch  was  his  love.  He  laid  down  his  life  fonts » 
If  in  this  higheft  inftance,  our  love  emulates  his 
pattern,  many  waters  cannot  quench ,  nor  the  floods 
drown  the  flame.  Every  other  expreiTion  of  love, 
is  fmall  compared  with  this.  But  after  the  great- 
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eft  heights  in  this  God-like  virtue,  his  difciples 
follow  him  at  an  unapproachable  distance.  Yet 
the  nearer  they  copy  the  pattern  he  has  left  them, 
the  better.  We  have  not  refified  unto  blood .  And 

ilia II  common  obftacles  difcourage  us?  If,  after 
the  example  of  Chrift,  we  are  animated  by  the  hy 
jet  before  us,  we  (hall  lay  afide  every  weighty  and  the 
fin  that  eafily  befeis  ust  and  run  ike  Chrifiian  race  - 
zvitb  patience ,  looking  unto  Jefus . 

Though  finlefs  perfection  is  not  the  condition  of 
falvation,  yet  Chrifiian  perfection  is.  This  denotes, 
that  in  fimplicity  and  godly  fincerity  we  have  our  con - 
verfation  in  the  world — that  every  thought  is 
brought  into  captivity  to  Chrift.  He  requires, 
give  me  thine  heart .  A  barren  contemplation,  or 
admiration  of  his  fayings  and  example  will  be 
unavailing.  The  fame  mind  muft  be  in  us,  or 
we  build  on  the  fand.  If  we  follow  him  whither- 
foever  he  goes,  then  we  build  on  a  rock. 

From  the  foregoing  fketch  of  the  morality  of 
our  religion,  we  proceed  to  fhew. 

Secondly >  that  it  merits  the  high  approbation  of 
all  to  whom  it  is  offered. 

The  divine  original  of  Chriftianity  is  neither 
taken  for  granted,  nor  the  fubject  of  enquiry,  in 
this  place.  The  Deift  allows  the  morality  of  it, 
to  be  fuperior  to  that  of  any  fyftem,  which  the 
world  ever  before  received. 

The  Chriftian  precepts  of  purity,  frugality  and 
temperance,  conduce  to  health  of  body  and  fere- 


ility  of  mind,  fit  men  to  endure  hardnefs,  to  face 
danger.  Its  precepts  ot  doing  to  others  as  we 
would  they  fliould  do  to  us,  of  loving  our  neighbor 
as  ourfelves,  naturally  conciliate  friend ih ip  and  el- 
teem,  and  diftufe  benevolence  and  peace.  Sup- 
pofe  a  fociety  compofed  of  members  of  fueh  a  cha¬ 
racter,  each  regarding  the  property  and  reputation, 
life  and  liberty,  fecurity  and  comfort  of  his  neigh¬ 
bor,  and  of  the  community,  as  his  own  ;  none  in¬ 
vading  the  rights  of  another,  or  of  the  fociety  ; 
but  all  dwelling  in  unity,  confpiring  to  promote 
the  inteieft  of  each  other,  and  of  the  whole. 
Suppofe  alfo  that  the  fear  of  God  is  the  fupreme, 
reigning  principle  with  them.  How  happy  rauft 
fuch  a  fociety  be  in  itfelf?  How  refpedtable  in  the 
view  of  other  communities?  If  one  member  /offer t 
all  the  members  /offer  with  it :  If  one  member  be  ho¬ 
nored,  all  the  members  rejoice  with  it.  Should  there 
be  a  diverfity  of  opinion  on  common  concerns, 
mutual  truft  and  coridefcention  would  prevent  any 
ill  effects.  Should  any  from  without  be  fo  injuri¬ 
ous  as  to  invade  their  rights,  fuch  invaders  mull' 
be  under  peculiar  difadvantage.  United  in  af¬ 
fection,  having  no  domeftic  enemies,  collecting  all 
its  wifdom  and  force  againft  the  invafion,  confid¬ 
ing  in  public  virtue  and  the  divine  defence,  fuch  a 
fociety  will  rife  fuperior  to  difficulties,  and  emerge; 
from  diftrefs.  'The  foot  of  pride  will  be  turned  back , 
and  the  f  out-hearted  fpoiled.  The  fpirit  of  love  and 
religion  in  fuch  a  fociety  befriends  public  liberty, 
and  confequently  private,  without  which  there  can- 
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not  be  public.  The  wifed  and  befi:  men  are  ex¬ 
alted  ;  and  thefe  exalt  their  nation.  T  he  laws  are 
framed  to  the  circumdances  of  the  fociety ;  found¬ 
ed  on  liable  principles  of  moral  rectitude,  not  a- 
dapted  to  anfwer  a  temporary  purpofe  merely,  or 
gratify  a  capricious  humor.  From  the  highed  to 
the  lowed,  every  one  knows  what  treatment  to  ex- 
pedl,  according  to  his  behavior. 

Such  would  be  the  date  of  a  community,  add¬ 
ing  on  Chridian  maxims.  It  would  referable 
thofe  times  when  they  Jhall  not  hurt  in  all  God's  holy 
mountain — when,  as  we  expect,  Jefus  fhall  reign 
king  of  nations .  Who  then  but  mud  highly  ap¬ 
plaud  the  Chridian  fcheme  ?  And  the  rather,  as  no 
other  contains  fuch  an  ademblage  of  moral  virtues, 
or  furnidieth  abidance  to  the  practice  of  all  righ- 
teoufnefs  and  goodnefs,  or  exhibits  fuch  a  pattern, 
or  fuch  hope  of  immortality.  How  deficient  are 
all  other  fchemes  in  the  foundation  and  extent  of 
moral  obligation  ?  In  the  fanctions  and  rules  of 
virtue  ?  Flow  many  vices  are  inculcated  by  them 
as  eminent  virtues  ?  How  much  greater  drefs  is 
laid  on  rites  and  ceremonies,  than  on  things  of  a 
moral  nature  and  immutable  obligation  ?  How 
have  the  framers  of  them  contradicted  their  own 
bed  maxims  ?  When  we  have  furveyed  them,  and 
find  them  unfatisfactory,  we  may  contemplate 
Chridianity,  the  moral  fydem  of  which  requires 
nothing  that  needs  correction,  or  admits  amend¬ 
ment;  the  author  of  which  exhibited,  in  his  own 
life, a  perfect  tranfeript  of  his  own  admirable  rules. 
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We  cannot  contemplate  his  rules  or  example,  with¬ 
out  the  higheft  approbation  of  both. 

V 

The'  mod  clear  and  honorable  conceptions  of 
the  moral  perfedions  and  government  of  God,  and 
the  bed  indrudions  in  the  nature  of  his  worlhip, 
are  derived  from  the  Chridian  Religion.  All  who 
wifh  to  know  the  true  God,  and  become  his  true 
worfhippers,  will  therefore  highly  value  the  direc¬ 
tions  herein  given.  How  did  it  claim  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  fuchas  were  feeling- after  God,  if  haply  they 
might  find  him ?  Such  as  were  paying  homage  to 
the  Hod  of  Heaven,  to  the  deified  fouls  of  men": 
to  beads,  birds,  and  reptiles,  to  gods  of  gold,  di¬ 
ver,  done  and  wood?  Among  whom,  every  Ipecies 
of  cruelty,  impurity  and  -immorality,  was  fandifi-  ~ 
ed  with  the  name  of  religion,  -  ; 

Farther:  If  Chriftianity  is  calculated,  in  the 
belt  manner,  to  make  all  men,  and  all  fbcieties  of 
men,  virtuous  and  happy,  this  mult  recommend  it 
to  every  benevolent  mind,  every  friend  of  virtue, 
every  lover  of  his  country  and  mankind.  What 
veneration  is  due  to  the  irreprehenfibie  character 
of  Jefus? — A  character  not  merely  harmlefs  and 
unhlemilhed,  but  eminent  above  any  for  public 
and  private  virtues,  for  piety,  humility  and  chari¬ 
ty  ;  and  which  no  one,  who  hath  any  fenfe  of  mo¬ 
ral  worth,  can  furvey,  without  wifhing  that  it  were, 
in  a  meafure,  his  own.  If  Jefus  went  about  doing 
good,  rendered  blefting  for  curling,  and  endured 
unexampled  bufferings  with  invincible  patience 
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and  magnanimity,  forgive  him  this  wrong.  For, 
give  the  non-refiftance  of  evil,  and  the  benevolence 
which  pajfetb  knowledge,  expreiled  in  his  giving  his 
life  a  ranfom  for  all \ 

Sonic  of  the  friends  of  Chriftianity  may  have 
fpoKen  on.  the  fubjedt  of  morals,  in  derogatory 
terms.  It  hath  given  them  no  occafiori  to  affign 
to  the  moral  virtues  a  low  place.  It  hath  enjoined 
every  virtue  comprehended  in  love,  divine  or  fo- 
cial— enjoined  them  as  the  weightiefl:  matters,  on 
the  fureft  foundation,  by  the  ftrongeft  motives,  and 
brigheft  example.  His  difciples  know  not  what 
fpirit  they  are  of,  if  they  depreciate  the  virtues  for 
which  the  life  of  their  Lord  was  confpicuous,  in 
which  he  demands  their  imitation  of  him, 

i  ■ 

The  foes  of  Chriftianity,  on  the  other  hand,  have 
fometimes  reproached  it  as  deficient  in  fome  prin¬ 
cipal  moral  virtues ;  and  as  having  inculcated  o- 
ther  things  as  virtues,  which  betray  meannefs  and 
pufillanimity.  We  may  with  the  greateft  truth 
deny  the  charge  ;  and  fix  it  on  them.  Shall  fili¬ 
cide,  murder,  and  fpreading  the  ravages  of  war 
over  the  earth,  to  make  all  nations  tributary  to  one, 
be  extolled  as  virtuous  ?  Valor,  in  the  caufe  of 
truth  and  righteoufnefs,  charity  and  peace,  is  to  be 
admired  ;  but  in  the  caufe  of  error,  unrighteouf- 
nefs,  mifanthropy,  private  revenge,  or  difeontent- 
ment  with  providence,  what  is  it  but  brutal  rage? 
In  the  former  caufe,  what  valor  may  compare  with 
that  wJrich  Chriftianity  inculcates  and  exempli-* 
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fies  ?  In  the  latter,  other  fyftems  may  claim  the 
honor  as  all  their  own.  If  we  commend  friend¬ 
ship,  the  friend  of  all  mankind  claims  our  efteem 
above  all  others.  Had  all  who  have  named  his 
name,  governed  tbemfelves  by  the  principles  and 
maxims  which  he  taught  and  lived,  inftead  of 
fpending  their  zeal  about  external  rites,  or  peculi¬ 
ar  opinions  and  profeflions,  it  had  been  happy  for 
church  and  date.  Chriftianity  would  have  appear¬ 
ed  all  glorious— -fair  as  the  moon,  clear  as  the  fun, 
and  terrible  as  m  army  with  banners. 

When  the  opinions  and  lives  of  many  profelTors 
are  objected,  we  blufh ;  and  fhould  not  know 
what  to  anfwer,  if  the  corruptions  of  it  were 
chargeable  to  Chriftianity  itfelf.  But  the  enquiry 
is  not,  how  have  fbme  of  its  profefled  friends  be¬ 
lieved  and  practifed  ?  It  is,  how  did  fefus  himjelf 
teach  and  live?  and  what  would  be  the  confequence 
to  the  world,  if  all  men  learnt  of  him  ?  However 
his  religion  may  have  been  difparaged  by  the  mif- 
apprehenfions  and  bad  lives  of  profeflors,  or  the 
mifreprefentations  and  calumnies  of  open  enemies, 
its  moral  fyftem  is  allowed  to  be  better  adapted  to 
human  virtue  and  happinels  than  any  other ;  and 
the  author  of  it  lived  according  to  it.  Our  bufi- 
nefs,  then,  is  not,  by  traducing  his  character,  to 
ieflen  the  refped  due  to  his  maxims ;  but,  from 
principles  of  benevolence  and  views  of  perfonal 
happinefs,  to  form  ourfelves  upon  this  fyftem,  and 
pfe  our  influence  that  others  may. 
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Suppofe  Jefus  to  be  no  other  than  an  human 
perfon,  the  eminence  of  his  character  as  a  teacher, 
and  example  of  moral  virtue,  claims  high  refped. 
Whether  we  have  any  fpecial  connexion  with  him 
or  not,  we  at  lead  ought  to  admire  and  copy  his 
virtues,  as  we  revere  illuftrious  characters  in  hif- 
t°ry,  and-  fake  them  for  models.  We  applaud 
thdr  wifciom,  we  dwell  with  pleafure  on  the  re- 
hearfal  of  their  excellent  qualities.  Shall  then  the 
author  of  Chriftiahity  and  his  inftitution  be  treat¬ 
ed  with  neglect  and  fcorn  ?  Such  treatment  can 
proceed  only  from  a  mind  unfriendly  to  univerfal 
virtue  and  happinefs— from  a  w  illi  to  overthrow 
me  foundation  of  morality,  which  hath  ever  been 
confuered  as  the  fupport  of  order  and  government. 
If  Christianity  is  not  from  Heaven,  it  hath  done 
mankind  no  wrong.  The  benefits  of  it  have  been 
more  and  greater  than  can  wxll  be  conceived. 

Tne  belief  of  it  is  the  only  principle  which  can 
letam  men  in  a  Heady  and  uniform  courle  of  vir¬ 
tue,  piety  and  devotion;  or  can  fupport  them  in 
the  hour  of  diffrefs,  of  ficknefs  and  of  death." 

A  toLa!  rejection  of  all  religious  and  moral  prin¬ 
ciples  whatever,”  is  the  ufual  confequence  of  re¬ 
jecting  it.  It  is  the  commendation  of  Chnfliani- 
‘ ,  tnat  none  hate  it,  but  thoie  whole  deeds  cire  evil . 

Some  have  reprefented  the  body  of  the  human 
fpecies  as  made  for  compliance  and  punifhment. 

I  hofe  have  been  extolled  as  heroes  and  patriots, 
vvhofe  mod  fplendid  adlions  have  fprung  from  no 
other  motive  than  their  own  advancement  on  the 
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degradation  of  their  people.  Often  are  focieties 
and  kingdoms  torn  with  difcord,  and  merged  in 
difirefs,  through  the  interfering  views  of  different 
partizans.  As  to  religion,  the  Deity  is  prefumed 
to  be  too  great  to  require,  or  be  pleafed  with,  any 
acknowledgments  from  his  creatures.  The  bene¬ 
volence  of  a  Deift  may  involve  his  dearefi  connex¬ 
ions  in  a  multitude  of  fins,  and  teach  his,  beff  iriend 
to  err  fatally  from  the  truth,  or  lacnfice  him  to  a 
tranlient  pailion.  It  (corns  inferiors,  and  envies 
(uperiors.  The  difciple  of  Jefus,  on  the  contrary, 
feels  the  force  of  the  following  maxims  :  All  of  you 
be  fubjebt  one  to  another ,  and  be  clothed  with  humility . 
T he  eye  cannot  fay  to  the  handy  I  have  no  need  of  thee  - 
nor  the  head  to  the  feet,  I  have  no  need  of  thee.  cihofe 
members  of  the  bodyy  which  feem  to  be  more  feeble ,  are 
necejfary.  Engaged  in  the  fame  caufe  as  his  Lord, 

fwayed  by  the  fame  principles,  formed  on  the  fame 

■%- 

maxims,  the  difciple  comparatively  forgets  his 
own  things  in  a  concern  for  ihofe  of  others.  Par- 
tial  views  and  attachments  are  fubordinated  to  uni- 
verfal  benevolence.  He  doth  not  fuffer  fin  upon 
his  brother.  His  benevolence  prompts  his  exer¬ 
tions  to  convert  his  worft  enemies  from  the  error 
of  their  way,  fave  their  fouls  from  death,  and  hide 
a  multitude  of  fins.  Chriftian  charity  envicth  noty 
vaunt eth  not  itfelffeeketh  not  her  own,  thinketh  no  evily 
beareth  all  things y  and  endureth  all  things.  It  doth 
good  to  men  of  every  defeription,  not  feekirig  re- 
compence  on  earth,  but  in  heaven. 

We  now  refer  it  to  all  judges  of  iaftey  whether 
the  graces  which  (hone  in  the  difeourfes  and  life  of 
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Jefus  have,  on  the  whole,  been  tarnifhed  by  the 
wanton  pens  of  the  foes  to  his  religion.  What  a 
mind  muft  he  have,  who  employs  fine  talents  in 
wiping  off  from  vice  its  deformity?  Virtue  can 
have  no  beauty,  if  vice  is  comely.  The  admirers 
of  a  noble  lord  may  be  afked,  whether  bis  writings 
have  not  diffeminated  a  moral  contagion  beyond 
all  in  the  prefent  age  ?  If  to  draw  an  enticing  pic¬ 
ture  of  vice,  to  convey  irreligion  and  profligacy  in 
an  agreeable  channel,  to  pollute  the  morals  of 
Chriftendom,  to  initiate  a  favorite  fon  in  the  my} - 
iery  of  iniquity,  be  a  worthy  employment,  this  was 
the  peculiar  ornament  of  that  nobleman  s  charac¬ 
ter.  But  if  to  feduce  the  age,  inexperienced  years 
efpecially — -if  to  feduce  from  the  paths  of  virtue 
and  integrity  into  thole  of  error  and  pollution,  one 
of  whofe  tender  years  nature  and  providence  had 
appointed  him  the  guardian— if  to  lay  before  the 
child  of  his  hopes  a  fyftem  replete  with  impiety  to 
God  and  mifery  to  man,  can  mark  a  character  with 
reproach,  too  heavy  cenfure  cannot  fall  on  Ches¬ 
terfield. 

It  remains  to  be  fhewn,  thirdly ,  that  the  fuperior 
excellence  of  the  Chriftian  morals  proves  this  reli¬ 
gion  to  be  divine.  If  Jefus  were  a  mere  man, 
how  could  he  have  delivered  principles  and  max¬ 
ims  of  life,  which  fomuch  excel  thofe  of  the  wife- 
eft  philofophers  and  moralifts  ?  He  was  not  bred 
to  letters.  His  parentage,  education,  and  external 
circumftances  render  it  impoflible  that  he  fihould 
be  the  author  of  fuch  a  fyftem,  if  we  deny  his  di- 
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vine  miffion.  He  had  never  learned,  and  yet  fpake 
as  never  man  fpake.  After  he  had  delivered  the 
fermon  on  the  Mount,  in  the  hearing  or  multi¬ 
tudes,  the  people  were  ajlonifhed  at  his  doctrine. 
Nor  were  the  Jewifh  doctors  lefs  aftomfhed,  when 
they  heard  his  difeourfes  on  one  occafion  and  ano¬ 
ther.  They  might  well  afk.  How  knozveth  this  man 
letters?  His  dodrine  and  miracles  alike  amazed 
them. 

Further :  If  Jefus  was  a  mere  man,  he  was  of  aU 
men  the  vileft  :  For  he  not  only  declared  that  he 
received  his  Religion  from  Heaven,  but  added, 

that  God  was  his  Father.  He  affumed  divine  ti¬ 
tles  and  honors ;  and  declared  that  all  men  Ihould 

honor  him,  even  as  they  honor  God,  whom  he  cal¬ 
led  his  Father.  This  was  the  height  ot  biafphe- 
my,  if  he  was  not  a  teacher  fent  from  God,  Nov/ 
fuppofe  him  fuch  a  blafphemer,  was  it  poffible  he 
ihould  be  the  author  ot  fo  admirable  an  inftitution  ? 
Should  exhibit  fo  perfedt  a  pattern  ?  Could  the 
vileft  of  impoftors  publifh  a  Religion  moft  hono¬ 
rable  to  the  divine  moral  perfections,  containing 
the  brighteft  difeoveries  of  them,  placing  the  ef- 
fence  of  piety  and  virtue  in  a  conformity  to  them? 
A  Religion  perfective  of  human  happinefs,  ill  ow¬ 
ing  by  his  own  example,  what  exaltation  our  de«* 
bafed  nature  is  capable  of? 

We  muft,  therefore,  either  deny  the  fuperior  ex¬ 
cellence  of  the  Chriftian  fcheme  of  morality;  or 
elfe  admit  that  Jefus  was  fent  of  God.  The  for¬ 
mer  the  Deift  doth  not  deny.  They,  who  believe 
that  Jefus  was  the  Son  of  the  bleffed,  can  give  a 

reafon  why  he  taught  and  lived  as  never  man  did* 

C  c 
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But  the  Deifh,  on  his  principles,  muft  fay,  that  the 
moft  complete  fyftem  of  morality,  a  fyftem  replete 
witn  love  to  God,  and  men,  and  goodnefs,  pro- 

recced  from  Satan,  the  avowed  enemy  of  them _ 

that  the  moll  perfect  character  was  the  melfenger 
ot  Satan.  Let  him  reconcile  this,  or  elfe  acknow¬ 
ledge  with  one  of  his  brethren  who  guarded  the 
crucifixion,  truly  this  man  was  the  Son  of  God. 

Whether  the  moral  lyltem  of  Chriftianity,  init- 
felf  considered,  is  or  is  not  a  fufficient  proof  of  the 
Heavenly  original  of  this  Religion,  yet  when  we  add, 
that  the  author  of  it,  feparate  from  his  divine  mill!- 
on,  was  every  way  incompetent  to  frame  fuch  a  fyf- 
tem,  I  fee  not  but  the  conclufion  is  undeniable, 
that  God  was  with  him.  Admitting  this  conclu- 
lien,  it  gives  a  rational  account,  and  the  only  ra¬ 
tional  account,  of  the  tranfeendent  excellence  of 
toe  i  nil  rue!  ions  and  moral  character  of  Jefus. 
*1  ms  hippo  fit  ion,  and  no  other,  furnifheth  us  with 
a  lolution  of  an  acknowledged  fact,  that  a  perfon 
of  low  parentage  and  education,  defpifed  and  re¬ 
jected  of  men,  who  had  not  where  to  lay  his  head, 
yet  taught  more  fublime  truths,  and  maxims 
more  effentially  promotive  of  the  good  of  man¬ 
kind,  than  all  the  writings  of”  ancient  philofo- 
phers,  legifiators  and  moraiifls  could  afford ;  and 
exemplified  them  in  his  own  character.  If  then 
his  inflitution  and  character  claim  high  efteem 
and  reverence,  viewing  him  as  a  mere  man ;  how 
much  higher  efteem  and  reverence  do  they  claim 
if  he  came  from  God. 

Can  ff  an  oppofer  of  our  Religion  lay  his  hand 
on  his  heart,  and  fay  his  defign  is  friendly  to  man- 
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kind?  If  he  fhould  fucceed  in  his  endeavors  to 
overthrow  it,  has  he  a  clearer  fyftem  of  theology 
to  propofe  ?  Better  rules  of  private  and  focial  vir¬ 
tue,  or  higher  motives  thereto  ?  Has  he  a  more 
efficacious  plan  to  lay,  for  promoting  the  honor  of 
God  and  good  of  men  ?  Or  can  he  relieve  our  ig¬ 
norance,  and  point  out  the  defigns  of  God  to  us  ? 
Let  the  writings  of  modem  infidels  anfwer  thefe 
queftions.  If  then  in  proportion  as  one  weakens 
the  faith  of  Chriftianity,  he  hurts  the  intereffs  of 
peace  and  order,  virtue  and  happinefs,  the  pre- 
fumption  is  violent  that”  his  Cf  head ”  andfC^w/’* 
are  wrong.  Men  of  this  turn  have  reafon  to  ex¬ 
amine  themfelves  clofely ;  for  truth  comes  not  to  de- 
Jiroy  men ,  hut  to  fave. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

From  what  has  been  difeourfed  we  infer,  firft, 
that  practical  truths  are  the  mod  important.  This 
appears  from  the  inftruilions  of  Jefus,  the  bell 
teacher.  Not  a  fentence  in  his  excellent  fermon 
on  the  Mount  but  directs  us  in  the  matter  or  man¬ 
ner  of  our  duty  to  God,  or  men,  or  ourfelves — in 
the  rule,  the  principles,  or  motives  of  it.  Religi¬ 
on  is  defigned  to  improve  the  underftanding  and 
the  heart.  While  it  informs  the  mind  with  the 
belt  fentiments  and  principles,  thefe  are  a  founda¬ 
tion  to  the  beft  temper  and  conduit.  If  not  im¬ 
proved  to  this  end,  they  do  but  aggravate  our  fin 
and  fhame.  In  vain  muft  we  plead  our  knowledge, 
faith  and  profeffion,  if  we  are  not  followers  of 
Ghrift.  He  will  fay  at  the  day  of  accounts,  l  ne. 
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ver  knew  you !  But  they  that  do  his  command¬ 
ments,  have  right  to  the  tree  of  life. 

> 

Hence  religious  doctrines  are  important  or  o- 
therwife,  according  to  their  practical  tendency. 

Hence  thofe  hopes  are  groimdiefs  which  men 
build  on  the  mere  obfervance  of  religious  rites. 
Thefe  are  to  be  regarded  in  fubferviency  to  judg¬ 
ment,  mercy  and  faith.  For  love  to  God  and  men 
is  more  than  whole  burnt  offerings  and  facrifice . 
Shall  then  the  power  of  Religion  be  poftponed  to 
the  form?  Or  will  any  partial,  fuperficial  and  occafi- 
onal  refpedt,  even  to  the  moral  precepts  of  Religion, 
diftinguilh  us  from  hypocrites  and  heathen? 
What  but  the  obedience  of  the  heart,  anunreferv- 
ed  and  perfevering  obedience*  an  obedience  found¬ 
ed  in  Chriftian  motives  and  profpe&s,  can  do  this  ? 
The  morality  our  Religion  inculcates  is  that  of  the 
hearty  zvhofe  praife  is  not  of  meny  but  of  God.  The 
deareft  luft  muft  be  facrificed.  We  mull  endure 
in  the  hour  of  temptation.  Love  to  God  and  men, 
faith  unfeigned,  or  believing  unto  righteou fuels, 
gives  the  vidtory  over  temptations  within  and 
without.  The  faith  that  doth  not  work  by  love, 
cannot  fave  us.  Charity  is  the  qualification  for 
Heaven,  and  will  abide  for  ever.  Taking  our 
principles  and  maxims,  our  aims  and  hopes,  from 
the  author  of  Chriftianity,  regardlefs  of  other  fyf- 
tems  and  guides,  we  cannot  mifesrry.  Let  this 
mind  be  in  you ,  zvhich  was  in  Chrifl  Jeftis.  IVhatfo- 
ever  things  are  truey — hone  ft y — jujly — purey — lovely , 
— of  good  report  y  if  there  be  any  virtue ,  and  if  there 
be  any  praifey  think  on  thefe  things . 
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SERMON  XL 

# 

The  F  0  L  L  Y  and  GUI  L  T,  of  being 

ASHAMED  OF  CHRIST. 

B  Y 

SAMUEL  S.  S  M  1  T  H,  D.  D. 

Col.  N.‘  C.  V.  P.  et  S.  T.  P. 


Mark  viii.  38. 

Whofoever  Jhall  be  afhamed  of  ine>  and  of  ?ny  zuords, 
in  this  adulterous  and  finful  generation ,  oj  him  alfo 
Jhall  the  Son  of  Man  be  afhamed ,  when  he  cometb  in 
the  glory  of  his  Father ,  and  with  the  holy  Angeis . 

r  |  1  O  perform  our  duty,*and  then,  without  of- 
JL  tentation  to  avow  it,  is  our  moft  honorable 
and  ufeful  character.  It  is  fulfilling  the  firft  law 
of  our  nature,  and  extending  the  prevalence  of  re¬ 
ligion  and  virtue  in  the  world,  by  the  influence  of 
our  example.  To  be  afhamed  of  our  duty,  is  to  be 
afhamed  of  our  glory.  To  acknowledge  its  obli¬ 
gation  in  fecret,  and  yet  difguife  it  before  men* 
difcovers  a  weaknefs  and  duplicity  of  mind,  that 

is  no  lefs  inconfiftent  with  dignity,  than  with 
piety. 
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The  fentiment  of 'Jhame  that  gives  to  the  opinion 
o.  others  fo  great  authority  over  the  mind,  is  ori¬ 
ginally  a  wife  and  excellent  law  of  nature.  But 
the  depravity  of  man  hath  perverted  the  beft  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  changed  the  mod  ingenuous  feelings 
o(  the  heart,  into  minifters  of  fin.  Great  crimes 
are  evidently  oppofed  to  the  interefts  of  fociety, 
and  therefore  they  are  condemned  by  public  o- 
pimon.— The  depravity  of  the  human  heart  is  e- 
qually  oppofed  to  the  fpirit  of  true  Religion ;  and 
therefore,  the  manners,  and  at  leaft  the  oftenfibie 
opinions  of  the  world,  contradidf  the  purity  and 

fimplicity  of  the  Gofpel.  The  one  oppofes  vice 
Iti  the  extreme,  the  other  tends  to  encourage  vice 
in  a  certain  degree. 

The  world  hath  fo  accommodated  its  converfa- 
tion,  its  wit,  and  its  opinions,  to  its  manners,  that 
men,  in  the  caufe  of  piety,  are  afraid  of  incurring 
its  cenfure,  or  contempt.  They  want  courage  to 
oppofe  the  ftream  of  cuftom — they  renounce  their 
duty  in  compliance  with  faflfionable  vice,  or  they 
conceal  their  inward  reverence  for  it,  and,  againft 
their  convi&ion,  they  live  like  the  world. 

To  be  afhamed  of  Chrift,  is  a  fin  that  may  be 
confidered  in  a  variety  of  lights.  Our  Saviour,  in 
pronouncing  this  fentence,  had  probably  an  im¬ 
mediate  view  to  the  tefiimony  which  his  difciples 
would  be  called  to  bear  to  his  name,  before  the 
tribunals  of  their  unrighteous  judges ;  where  the 
fplendor  of  courts,  the  fcofl's  of  enemies,  the  ig- 
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nomihy  of  punifhments,  and  the  humble  and  un¬ 
friended  condition  of  the  firft  Chriftians,  would 
all  contribute  to  fubdue  their  minds,  to  make 
them  afhamed  of  their  matter's  crofs,  and  to  de¬ 
prive  them  of  the  courage  neceflary  to  profefs,  or 
to  fuller,  for  his  defpifed  caufe. — Honor  elevates 
the  mind,  and  gives  fortitude  to  the  weak.  Shame 
is  an  enfeebling  principle,  that  takes  even  trom 
the  brave,  the  confidence  neceflary  to  avowf  truth, 
and  the  firmnefs  necettary  to  endure  fuffering. — * 
Indeed,  to  be  afhamed  of  Chrift,  and  to  deny  him, 
are  fo  intimately  connected,  as  caufe  and  effect, 
that  St.  Matthew,  in  exprefling  this  declaration  of 
our  Saviour,  fays,  whofoever  fhall  deny  me  before 
men,  him  will  I  alfo  deny  before  my  Father  who 
is  in  Heaven. 

Through  the  goodnefs  of  God,  we  are  not  expo- 
fed  to  perfecution ;  but  living  in  an  age  in  which 
cuttom,  in  which  the  powers  of  wit  and  ridicule, 
in  which  the  honors  of  fociety,  and  in  which  even 
reafon  and  philofophy  have  been  engaged  on  the 
fide  of  vice,  we  are  liable  to  difguife  the  truths  of 
the  gofpel,  and  to  be  afhamed  of  Chrift,  with  a 
more  criminal  weaknefs  than  they  who  fuffered 
their  conftancy  to  be  fhaken  by  the  majefty  of  tri¬ 
bunals,  and  the  terror  of  flames. 

It  is  this  evil  which  I  propofe,  from  the  text, 
to  explain  and  condemn. 

I.  By  pointing  out  what  is  implied  in  being  a- 
fiumed  of  Chrift,  and  of  his  words. 
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H*  By  demonftrating  its  folly  and  its  guilt. 

I.  In  pointing  out  what  is  implied  in  being  a- 
fhamed  of  Chrift,  and  of  his  words,  I  fhall  treat  of 
the  Jentiment  of  lhame  diredly — and  unfold  fome 
of  its  principal  caufes — and  its  conferences >  as  they 
affect  the  profeftion  of  Religion. 

i .  In  the  fir  ft  place,  the  Jentiment  of  fhame— 
This,  like  other  Ample  feelings  and  emotions  of 
the  human  mind,  cannot  be  eafily  underftood,  ex¬ 
cept  by  exciting  the  perception,  and  calling  to 
mind  the  occafions  on  which  we  have  moft  fenfi- 
bly  felt  its  conftraints. — Let  us  recoiled:  thofe  fea- 
ibns  in  which  a  finful  regard  to  the  obfervation  of 
men  has  tempted  us  to  decline  the  duty  to  which 
we  have  been  urged  by  our  own  hearts — or,  in 
which  we  have  gone  into  criminal  compliances 
with  the  world,  through  a  weaknefs  of  mind,  that 
was  unable  to  fupport  the  prefence,  or  to  contra- 
did  the  opinions  of  our  fellow  finners.  Let  young 
perfons,  particularly,  recoiled  their  fears,  left  it 
fnould  be  known  that  they  worfhip  God,  and  pay 
to  the  Creator  the  firft  duty  of  a  creature. — Recoi¬ 
led  what  it  is  that  fometimes  clothes  you  with  a 
light  and  thoughtlefs  air  in  the  houfe  of  God,  a- 
fraid  to  be  ferious,  left  you  fhould  appear  too 
much  to  believe  the  gofpel,  or  to  be  affeded  by  its 
truths.  When,  at  any  time,  the  divine  word  be¬ 
gins  tofeize  upon  your  hearts,  what  is  it  that  ex¬ 
cites  you  to  fhake  off  the  convidion  ?  And,  when 
almoft  perfuaded  to  be  a  Chriftian,  what  withholds 
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you  from  being  perfuaded  altogether?— 1 1  is Jhame. 
You  are  afraid  the  world  will  remark  it — the 
world  whofe  prefence  weighs  more  with  you  than 
the  authority  of  an  invifible  Deity.  If  you  feel 
the  compunctions  of  repentance,  you  fear  left  they 
fhould  be  imputed  to  melancholy,  or  to  weaknefs. 
If  you  perceive  the  duty  and  importance  of  mak¬ 
ing  falvation  your  firft  care,  and  of  honoring  your 
Saviour  by  a  public  profeftion  of  his  name,  yet, 
you  want  the  neceflary  refolution  to  encounter  the 
world — to  meet  the  fneers  of  your  companions — 
their  looks  of  fufpicion,  their  hints  of  hypocrify, 
their  prefages  of  inconftancy.— Thus  may  every 
hearer  underftand  this  fentiment  by  recalling  to 
mind  the  occafions  on  which  he  has  felt  it,  and  on 
which  it  has  checked  his  defires,  or  deftroyed  his 
refolutions  of  duty, 

2.  I  fliall  further  iljuftrate  it,  by  pointing  out 
fome  of  its  principal  caufes .  Thefe  may  be  reduc¬ 
'd  to  the  three  that  follow — the  pain  of  Angulari¬ 
ty— the  power  of  ridicule — the  want  of  fincerity. 

Singularity  is  always  painful  to  an  ingenuous 
mind.  It  feems  to  hold  us  out  as  exceptions  from 
:he  general  law  of  human  nature — as  infenfible  to 
:ts  feelings — and  worthy  neither  of  the  affections, 
lorof  the  confidence  of  mankind.  Singularity  al¬ 
ways  attradfs  thecenfure  of  the  world;  or,  by  con- 
iradiCting  general  practice,  or  opinions,  it  invites 
mntempt.  The  public  manners  have  numbers 
)n  their  fide,  fufficient  to  brand  with  ignominy 
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whatever,  by  differing  from  them,  implies  their 
condemnation.  Superftition,  contraction  of  fen- 
timent,  weaknefs  of  mind,  illiberally  of  heart,  are 
the  mildeft  reproaches  that  fafhionable  diffipation 
beffows  on  piety  that  dares  to  be  Angular.  Wealth 
and  power,  objects  before  which  the  human  mind 
is  prone  to  bow,  being  too  often  on  the  fide  of  vi¬ 
cious  fafhion,  give  it  great  advantage  in  eftablilh- 
ing  wrong  ideas  of  honor  and  difgrace.  And  be- 
caufe  the  multitude  of  men  of  fcience,  like  the 
vulgar  multitude,  are  frequently  on  the  fame  inter- 
efts,  even  phiiofophy  and  wit  have  been  preffed 
into  its  fervice  by  thefe  its  obedient  fons.  To 
withftand  fo  many  formidable  enemies,  is  an  ar¬ 
duous  talk,  even  for  confirmed  virtue.  Little  is 
the  wonder  then,  if  firft  refolutions  in  Religion 
fhould  be  fhaken  by  them ;  and  if  the  young 
fhould  fometimes  not  have  fortitude  to  bear  up  a- 
gainft  them.  To  be  lingular  in  piety,  is  to  dare 
incur  contempt  for  the  defpifed  crofs.  A  hard  fa- 
crifice  this  for  human  pride !  and  especially  for 
juvenile  virtue ! — Many  more  are  found  w7ho  are 
ready  to  forfake  the  Saviour,  than  who  have  fir  ni¬ 
ne  fs  of  mind  fufficient  to  overcome  the  conftraints 
of  a  falfe  fhame.  Imperious  fafhion,  both  in  con¬ 
duct  and  opinion,  will  for  ever  fway  the  worldly 
heart.  To  rife  above  its  influence  requires  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  zeal  in  Religion,  that  feems  to  annihi¬ 
late  the  temptations  of  the  world,  or  a  long  and 
reflected  character  in  Religion,  that  gives  a  man 
authority  over  his  own  actions.  But,  in  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  a  religious  life,  and  before  a 
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character  in  piety  hath  become  appropriated 
and  facred,  for  a  man  to  enter  into  the  fociety  or 
his  companions  with  referve — to  go  with  it  only 
a  certain  length — to  feem  to  enjoy  it  with  con¬ 
straint — to  reproach  them  by  more  fevere  and  cor¬ 
rected  morals — and  to  incur  their  fufpicion,  oblo¬ 
quy,  or  contempt,  requires  uncommon  prudence, 

and  uncommon  fortitude. - -How  often  does  the 

difmaying  power  of  fhame  fubdue  the  heart  be¬ 
fore  fo  many  difficulties  ! 

Another  fource  of  falfe  fn ame  is  found  in  the 

power  of  ridicule. 

r 

Ridicule  is,  perhaps,  the  fcvereft  affault  which  a 
man,  about  to  enter  upon  duty,  is  called  tofuftain. 
It  is  apt  to  difmay  and  humble  him  much  more 
than  the  coolnefs  of  contempt,  or  the  violence  of 
pow7er.  So  fenlible  of  its  force  are  feme  infidels, 
that  with  this  weapon  alone  do  they  attack  Chrif- 
fianity,  which  they  have  fo  long  in  vain  affailed  by 
reafon.  It  is  a  fpecies  of  attack  which  every  man 
can  ufe  againft  Religion,  becaufe  all  can  laugh, 
though  few  can  reafon.  It  can  be  ufed  againft 
Religion  with  peculiar  fuccefs,  becaufe  its  perfec¬ 
tions  are  often  invifible  to  fenfe,  or  withdrawn 
from  the  view  ;  while  the  imperfections  of  its  pro- 
feffors,  which  are  miftaken  for  it,  are  obvious  to 
every  eye. — The  faints  !- — the  hypocrites! — the  weak 
fools  r — are  titles  that  will  furnifh  abundant  fources 
of  amufement  to  thofe  who  miftake  names  for  cha¬ 
racters  >  and  laughter  for  wit :  And,  when  other 


matter  fails,  mimickry,  the  loweft  fpecies  ofridU 
cule,  comes  in  with  a  thoufand  malicious  and  falfe 
additions,  to  drefs  out  the  laft  feenes  of  impious 
diverfion.  The  wife  and  experienced  Chriftian 
tiriives  at  length,  to  feel  his  fuperiority  over  thefe 
ludicrous  attacks-  but  the  young  and  mexperi- 
enced  find  them  almoft  irrefiffible.  I  hey  feel  the 
humiliating  contempt  of  laughter— they  are  de- 
graced  m  then  own  effeem — -ridicule  difmays  them 
*  a  fenfelefs  fmile  fubdues  their  hearts— and  be¬ 
fore  a  finful  generation,  they  are  ajhamed  of  Chrift , 
and  of  his  words . 

In  the  confcioufnefs  of  want  of  fincerity,  we  find 
another  caufe  of  that  weak  ihame  which  is  prone 
to  deny,  or  to  difguife,  our  reverence  for  Religion, 

Pretences  to  an  unfupported  character  are,  in  the 
higheft  degree,  difhonorable  and  reproachful.  The 
world,  that  differs  in  fo  many  things  from  the  dif- 
ciples  of  Chriff,  agrees  with  them  in  condemning 
vijihle  hypocrify.  Many  young  perfons>  dreading 
the  contempt  that  is  due  to  this  character,  are  de¬ 
terred  from  making  a  declared  choice  of  Religion. 
Confcious  that  a  condud  grave,  devout  and  holy, 
lliould  accompany  the  profeflion  of  piety,  and  fear¬ 
ing  left  they  want  that  fmcere  and  courageous 
zeal,  which  will  enable  them  to  make  fuch  a  refo- 
lute  and  confpicuous  change  of  life,  as  becomes 
the  followers  of  Chriff,  they  decline  to  appear 
openly  tor  his  caufe  ;  they  are  afraid  of  difeover- 
ing  for  it  that  reverence  and  attachment  which 
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they  really  feel,  left  they  fhould  not  be  able  to  fup- 
port  the  profefiion  with  uniformity  and  confiften- 
■cy. — Ah  !  my  brethren,  if  our  hearts  were  fincerej 
the  importance  and  glory  of  divine  things  would 
.at  once  decide  our  choice,  and  overcome  the  ap~ 
prehenfions  of  being  ever  willing  to  facrifice  them 
to  worldly  interefts,  or  to  worldly  pleafures ;  to 
the  felicitations,  or  the  fneers  of  men.  But  infin- 
cerity  fears  the  reproach  of  hypocrify,  more  than 
it  fears  hypocrify  itfelf— infincerity  fhrinks  from 
the  opinion  of  a  worm,  but  does  not  tremble  before 
the  juftice  of  the  Creator — infincerity  is  afhamed 
of  our  glory,  in  the  midft  of  finners  who  are  for¬ 
ever  glorying  in  their  fhame ! 

3.  The  confideration  of  the  effects,  as  well  as  the 
eaujes  of  this  principle,  will  aftift  in  explaining  its 
nature* 

One  of  the  moft  certain  confequences  of  being 
afhamed  of  duty,  is  to  lead  to  boldnefs  and  audacity 
in  vice .  Shame  is,  perhaps,  the  evidence  of  a  mid¬ 
dle  character,  neither  virtuous  nor  abandoned.  It 
is  always  accompanied  with  feme  remaining  re¬ 
verence  for  God.  But,  judging  from  the  licenti¬ 
ous  face  of  the  world,  that  other  finners  are  not 
fubjedt  to  the  fame  conftraints,  it  blufhes  for  this 
fentiment,  as  for  a  weaknefs.  Endeavoring  to  co¬ 
ver  its  belief,  or  its  fears,  it  affumes  a  greater  fhew 
of  infidelity  and  licenfe  than  perhaps  is  real.  It 
fbon  affedls  to  talk  in  the  ftile  of  the  world— to  di¬ 
vert  itfelf  with  ferious  perfons,  and  at  length,  with 
ferious  things — it  gives  hints  of  libertinifm,  which 
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it  rcprefents  as  fuperiority  to  vulgar  prejudice — - 
it  fometimes  putties  thefe  appearances  farther  than 
would  be  neceflary,  if  men  were  really  infidels,  to 
fecurc  to  themfelves,  without  controverfy,  that  ho¬ 
norable  character.  But  confcious  inlincenty  ur¬ 
ges  them  to  extremes  to  cover  its  own  deceptions. 
And  men  being  prone  to  form  their  opinions,  no 
lefs  than  to  derive  their  feelings,  from  fympathy, 
thefe  mutual  appearances  contribute  to  create,  at 
length,  that  vice  and  infidelity  to  which  all,  in  the 
beginning,  only  pretend.  It  is,  befides,  a  princi¬ 
ple  of  human  nature,  that  pretence  itfelf,  will  ul¬ 
timately  form  thofe  difpofitions  and  habits,  which 
it  continues  to  affeCt. 

But  if  fhame,  more  modejily  refolves  not  to  re¬ 
nounce  but  to  pojipone  the  care  of  our  falvation ;  is 
there  not  reafon  to  fear,  that  this  unhappy  refolu- 
tion  will  eventually  come  to  the  fame  iffue  ?  Need 
I  repeat  in  this  allembly  the  ufual  fruits  of  delay  ? 
Ah  !  my  brethren,  men  always  find  the  fame  rea- 
fbns  for  delaying — and  thofe  who,  through  a  falfe 
fhame,  and  fear  of  the  world,  poftpone  their  duty, 
may  ufually  be  confidered,  in  efteCt,  as  refolving  to 
renounce  it. 

If  confcience,  however,  or,  if  other  motives 
prevail  with  forrie  men,  who  are,  nothwithftanding, 
under  the  influence  of  a  criminal  Jhame>  openly  to 
acknowledge  their  Saviour ;  will  it  not,  often,  cor¬ 
rupt  the  principles,  and  pervert  the  fpirit  of  Re¬ 
ligion?  They  fludy  to  accommodate  their  fpirit 
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and  principles  to  the  opinions  and  manners  of  the 
world  ;  that  the  world,  leeing  nothing  in  tneir  pi¬ 
ety  but  its  own  image,  may  ceafe  to  reproach  them. 
Piety  becomes  with  them  prudential  maxims  or 
behaviour.  The  diftinguiftiing  do&rineS  of  the 
gofpel,  the  denial  of  ourfelves,  the  regeneration  of 
the  heart,  and  fpirituality  of  life,  are  little  to  be 
obferved  in  perfons,  who  are  afraid  of  nothing  io 
much  as  of  being  remarked  for  religious  fingulantj  > 
and  who  aim  no  higher  than  to  pay  the  fame  cere¬ 
monious  refped  to  the  church,  which  they  do  to 
the  world.  Left  their  piety  fhould  be  reproached 
as  fuperftition,  they  are  careful  perhaps,  to  make 
it  underftood,  that  they  do  not  place  too  hign  a 
value  on  the  public  inftitutions  of  Religion— Left 
it  ftiould  be  derided  as  enthuftafm,  do  they  not  ba~ 
nifn  from  their  devotion,  all  appearances  oj  zeal  ? 
Left  they  fhould  incur  the  imputation  of  a  narrow, 
or  illiberal  mind,  do  they  not  often  run  fo  far  into 
the  principles  and  manners  of  a  diffolute  age,  that 
hardly  can  you  difeern,  that  they  arc  the  friends  of 
Religion  ? 

Having  thus  far  confidered,  what  is  implied  in 
being  "aftiamedof  Chrift,  and  of  his  words"— 

I  proceed, 

II.  To  fhew  its  folly  and  its  guilt — -  Of  him  afo 
fhall  the  Son  of  Man  be  afhamed . 

The  folly  and  the  guilt  of  this  vice  arc  reciprocal. 
They  mutually  contribute  to  iiluftrate,  and  aggra¬ 
vate  each  other.  In  this  connexion,  its  folly  de  - 
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ferves,  in  the  prft  place,  to  be  confidered  with  the 
molt  ferious  attention. - It  confifts. 


1 .  In  being  alhamed  of  our  true  glory. 

:.  In  hoping  to  avoid,  by  renouncing  Religion, 

Pin  I  urn  i  /a  K  ^  „  a.  1  H  1 
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an  evil  which  cannot  be  fhunned  among  men,  I 
mean,  detraction  and  ridicule. 


3.  In  fearing  an  imaginary  evil,  that  is,  re¬ 
proach  for  real  virtue  and  piety. 


4.  And,  finally,  in  expofing  ourfelves  to  infinite 
danger,  for  the  fake  of  covering  a  fruitlefs  decep¬ 
tion. 


1 .  It  confifts,  in  the  firft  place,  in  being  alham- 
ed  of  our  true  glory. 

What  is  the  highejl  glory  of  man  ? — Whether  we 
confider  ourfelves  as  creatures,  as  finners  to  be  re¬ 
deemed,  or  as  moral  agents,  the  molt  important 
lights  in  which  we  can  be  viewed  ;  our  glory  and 
our  duty  are  the  fame — Obedience  to  the  Creator, 
gratitude  to  the  Saviour,  and  conformity  to  the 
laws  of  our  nature. 


If  God  is  our  parent,  and  the  author  of  our  be¬ 
ing,  doth  not  every  idea  of  duty  and  of  honor  re¬ 
quire  us  to  worfhip  him,  and  publicly  to  claim  our 
relation  to  him  ?  On  the  worthy  and  obedient 
child,  the  virtues  of  the  parent  are  refle&ed,  and 
every  related  objedt  derives  a  fpiendor  from  the 
dignity  of  the  principal.  But  examine  all  the 
things  on  earth,  that  are  the  fubjects  of  human 
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ijoaiVing,  and  are  they  not  in  his  prefence,  lejs  than 

mlhino ■  and  vanity  ? — O  God  !  the  univerfal  Fa- 
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ther ! — Origin  of  Being  !— Fountain  of  good  i — 
in  union  to  thee — in  conformity  to  thine  image — 
in  obedience  to  thy  will,  confifts  the  glory  of  the 
rational  and  moral  nature  !  To  be  afnamed  of  thee, 
is  not  the  abfurdity  only,  but  the  madnefs  of  hu¬ 
man  folly  1 

Gratitude  to  the  Saviour,  is  the  fecond  duty,  and. 
the  fecond  honor  of  man.  To  fhew  a  defect  of 
gratitude  where  it  is  juftly  due,  is  a  decifive  proof 
of  adegenerate  and  ignoble  mind.  But  the  great- 
nefs  and  condefceiifion  of  the  Redeemer— the 
meannefs  and  the  guilt  of  man,  concur,  in  this 
cafe,  to  impofe  a  bourtdlefs  claim  on  our  gratitude 
and  love.  Is  it  not  our  true  glory,  my  brethren, 
to  feel,  with  all  their  force,  the  infinite  obligations 
created  by  redemption  ? — Is  it  not  our  glory,  to 
acknowledge  them  with  warmer  gratitude,  in  pro¬ 
portion,  as  they  are  forgotten,  or  neglected  by  the 
world? — Yes,  this  is  the  dictate  of  a  true,  a  gene¬ 
rous,  a  grateful,  as  Well  as  pious  heart* 


Laftly,  the  honor  of  man  confifts  in  fulfilling  the 
end  of  our  being ,  which  is  the  will  of  God.  Bug 
this  weak  principle,  which  makes  him  defert  his 
duty,  changes,  at  the  fame  time,  and  degrades  his 
rational  and  moral  nature,  and  finks  them  from 
their  original  and  native  glory  ;  the  one,  to  a.  re-« 
fernblance  of  brutal  natures,  the  other,  to  an  image 

man  1 
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afsaid  of  nothing  fo  much  as  of  dilgrace  !  Unwife 
and  foolifh  man !  thou  art  afliamed  of  thy  glory  ! 
and  thou  gloried:  in  thy  fhame ! 

i.  Th c  folly  of  being  afliamed  of  our  duty,  ap¬ 
pears,  in  the  next  place,  in  vainly  hoping  to  avoid, 
by  renouncing  Religion,  an  evil,  which  cannot  be 
ihunned  among  men ;  I  mean,  detraction  and  ri¬ 
dicule. 

jf  ’  .  ’ 

What  is  the  w'orld  but  a  valf  theatre,  where  en- 

•  "  * 

vy  and  malice  are  perpetually  lharpening  the 
tongues  and  the  wit  of  men  again  ft  each  other  ? 
.What  is  half  the  intercourfe  of  life  but  a  feene  of 
obloquy  and  fneer,  where  the  characters  of  the 
.abfent  are  the  conftant  facrifice  to  the  vanity  of 
the  prefent  ?  Wherever  you  have  rivals,  and  that 
is,  wherever  you  have  acquaintance  of  the  fame 
lex,  or  age,  or  profeffion  with  yourfelf,  you  find 
thofe  whofe  wreak  minds  have  no  other  means  of 
exalting  themfelves  but  by  depr effing  you.  Change 
then  your  life — you  only  change  the  fubjeClof  bif- 
courfe.  You  cannot  gain,  by  continuing  of  the 
party  of  finners,  what  you  fear  to  lofe,  by  embrac¬ 
ing  the  caufe  of  Religion — their  friendfhip  or  their 
good  opinion.  And  why  ftiould  you  fear,  in  the 
fervice  of  God  alone,  an  evil  to  which  you  muft 
be  equally,  or  even  more  expofed,  by  remaining  in 
the  interefts  of  the  world  ? — I  Iky  more  expofed  ; 
for  it  greatly  augments  the  folly  of  this  fin. 

3.  In  the  next  place ;  that  while  it  incurs  a  real , 
it  flies  from  an  imaginary  evil .  It  fears  reproach 
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for  Religion,  when,  in  reality,  the  world  has  no  re¬ 
proach  to  make ;  when,  inftead  or  dcipiiing,  it  re- 
fpefis  the  beautiful  and  fupported  character  of  piety . 

Wifdom  and  goodnefs,  rightly  underftood,  can 
never  be  the  objects  of  ridicule  or  cenfure.  I  hey 
vindicate  themfelves  to  the  judgment  and  con- 
fcience,  even  of  the  vicious.  Milreprefentation, 
to  which  an  honeft  mind  Ihould  ever  be  fuperior, 
is  here  the  only  ground  of  reproach.  And  w7hat 
can  even  mifreprefentation  alledge? — That,  in 
youth,  it  is  an  affectation  of  wifdom  and  virtue,  ar 
hove  your  companions  and  above  your  years.?— 
Alas !  can  any  age  be  too  early  to  be  wife,  and  to 
feck  for  real  and  durable  felicity ?— If  the  .multi¬ 
tude  of  your  companions  afford  few  examples  pi 
piety,  is  it  not  the  greater  honor  to  rife  to  a  de¬ 
gree  of  wifdom,  rarely  attained  even  in  mature life, 
and  at  an  age  in  which  we  think  it  much  if  you 
learn  with  docility,  to  be  able  already  to  give  an 
example  worthy  of  imitation  ? — Will  the  world 
bufy  itfelf  to  find  out  falfe  motives,  for  your  change? 
Let  fuch  malice  ferve  only  to  difguft  you  the  more 
with  a  world,  the  true  charadter  of  which,  you 
are  now  juft  beginning  to  difcern.— Will  they  fay 
with  a  fheer,  the  faints !  the  hypocrites  l  the  weak 
fools  !  Ah !  this  zeal  will  not  lajl  long! — Let,  fuch 
ungenerous  infults  only  determine  your  resolution, 
more  firmly  to  1'upport  the  dignity  of  Religion,  by 
the  integrity  of  your  condudl,  and  by  perfeverance 
in  virtue.  If  you  do  thus,  be  affured  that  the  world 
itfelf,  after  proving  your  fincerity,  and  fpending 
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its  firft  refentments  upon  you,  for  having  forfaken 
its  party,  will  regard  you  with  reverence  and  ef, 
teem.  It  is  not  indeed  Religion,  but  infmcerity 
and  hypocnfy  they  defpife.  If  then  you  would 
filenee  obloquy,  and  obtain  an  honorable  place  in 
their  hearts,  be  not  afhamed  of  the  doctrines  of 
Chrifh  But  you  muff  be  careful  to  mix  with  your 
Religion,  nothing  weak  or  fuperhitious no¬ 
thing  libertine  or  worldly— Do  not  refemble  too 
much  the  man  of  the  world — It  is  their  own  hnare 
which  they  dejpi/e  in  a  Chrijtian.  Perfevere  in  the 
path  of  duty.  1  hey  will  convert  contempt  or  ha¬ 
tred  into  veneration — they  will  applaud  your  re- 
folution— they  will  envy  your  deftiny— and  if  they 
cannot  bring  their  lives  to  refemble  you,  they  will 
fecretly  figh,  that  their  end  may  be  like  yours. 


4,  The  folly  ot  this  evil  comifts,in  the  laft  place, 
in  its  expoling  us  to  infinite  danger,  for  the  fake  of 
covering  a  fruitless  deception. 


Whojoever  Jloall  he  afham.ed  of  me,  and  of  my  words, 
faid  the  Saviour,  of  him  alfojhallthe  Son  of  Man  he- 
afhame d. —Wo  to  that  man,  of  whom  the  Son  fhall 
be  afnameu !  God,  when  offended,  might  be  re¬ 
conciled  through  his  atonement.  But,  when  the 

Saviour  is  rejected,  there  remaineth  no  more  ficrfce 
for fins „ 

Is  this  the  iiiue  of  being  afhamed  of  thegof- 
pel  ? — Is  this  the  reward  of  that  frivolous  honour 


which  we  would  preferve  in  the  opinion  of  a  cor- 
rooted  world,  by  renouncing  virtue  ? — Is  this  the 


fruit  of  that  criminal  deception  which  we  ftrive  to 
maintain,  by  unworthy  pretences  againft  the  ftrug- 
gling  fenfe  of  inward  duty  ? — do  we  derive  from  it 
even  prefent  gain,  to  make  a  momentary  compen- 
fat  ion,  for  the  eternal  lofs  <?— No,  worldly  reputation 
and  intereft  are,  when  rightly  confidered,  in  favour 
of  Religion.  But  when  the  foul — when  the  hopes 
of  falvation — when  the  judgment  of  God,  are  put  in 
the  balance  againft  a  Jlander ,  a  fneer ,  a  fufpicion ,  a 
look  of  miferabje  mortals,  and  outweighed— Oh  \ 
infinite  folly !  My  brethren,  eternity  alone  can 
difclofe  it  in  its  full  magnitude ;  when  we  fhafl 
fee,  in  the  dreadful  light  of  everlafting  burnings, 
the  vanity  of  human  opinion,  and  all  the  terrors  of 
that  denunciation,  of  him  alfo  fhall  the  Son  of  Man  be 
pfbamed. 

Secondly ,  having  endeavored,  in  few  words,  to 
illufirate  the  folly  of  being  afhamed  of  Religion,  I 
fliall,  with  equal  brevity,  illuftrate  its  guilt.  Its 
guilt  confifts  in  exalting  the  authority  of  man  a- 
bove  the  glory  of  God— -in  ingratitude  to  him, 
who  was  not  afhamed  of  us— and  in  promoting 
vice  by  the  pernicious  influence  of  our  example. 

i .  In  exalting  the  authority  of  man  abo  ve  the 
glory  of  God, 

#  Infinite  perfection,  independently  on  his 
rights  as  our  Creator,  has  a  fupreme  claim  to  our 
adoration  and  love.  He  is  infinitely  more  worthy 
than  any  of  his  creatures,  of  the  fervent  and  entire 
devotion  of  our  hearts.  He  who  hath  created  the 
powers  of  underffanding  and  enjoyment,  is  able  tQ 
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fill  them  with  confummate  and  eternal  con  foil, 
tions.  Not  to  love  him ,  therefore — not  to  make 
his  glory  predominant  over  all  other  objects,  is  an 
evidence  that  the  heart  is  blind  to  moral  beauty, 
and  corrupted  in  all  its  affeClions.  But,  to  make 
man  the  arbiter  of  our  duty  to  God — to  make  the 
divine  glory  ftoop  to  the  pleafure,  or  opinion  of  a 
miferable  worm,  is  a  crime  beyond  expreffion.  Its 
malignity  is  to  be  eftimated,  from  the  perfection 
of  him  who  is  offended  ;  and,  like  that,  it  is  in¬ 
finite. 

2.  The  guilt  of  this  fin  confiffs,  in  the  next 
place,  in  ingratitude  to  him  who  was  not  afham- 
ed  of  us. 

Ingratitude  to  a  benefactor  is  among  the  moft 
detefted  vices.  If  the  ingratitude  of  men,  for  the 
bleffings  of  falvation,  (trikes  us  with  lefs  horror, 
than  other  examples  of  this  fin,  it  is  becaufe  zve 
are  involved  in  the  common  crime — it  is  becaufc 
Yve  do  not  difcern  in  the  light  of  faith,  the  innnite 
diftance  between  the  Creator  and  the  creature. 
But  when  he  defeends  from  his  eternal  throne— 
when  the  incarnate  deity  fubmits  to  fuller  when 
the  divine  glory  was  not  afhamed  of  human  weak- 
nefs,  that  finners  fhould  be  afhamed  of  him  be 
aftonifhed  O  Heavens,  at  this  !  And  tremble  thou 
Earth,  who  beared  in  thy  bofom  fuch  guilt ! 

It  has  fometimes  been  afked,  by  thofe  w  no  are 
not  willing  to  make  great  facrifices,  whether  we 
may  not  acquit  ourfelves  of  duty  in  fecret,  with- 


out  expofing  our  profeflion  to  the  view  of  thofe 
who  would  injidt  or  deride  it  ? — I  anfwer,  no.— 
Sincerity  glories  in  its  objedl :  And  when  God  is 
the  objed,  the  foul,  occupied  in  the  bleflednefs  of 
its  portion,  forgets,  in  a  meafure,  the  applaufe  or 
cenfure  of  the  world— his  glory  will  be  a  fufficient 
portion  when  the  world  frowns — the  fenfe  of  his 
love  will  fupport  the  heart  againft  the  fear  of  its 
reproach.  Shame  to  that  worldly  prudence  that 
is  afhamed  of  its  God  ! 

♦ 

Shall  fin,  the  difgrace  of  our  nature,  walk  a- 

mong  us  with  elevated  and  impudent  forehead  ? — 

And  lhall  Religion,  the  glory  of  the  reafonable 

foul,  blufii  and  retire,  left  the  profane  eyes  of 

men,  dazzled  with  its  beauty,  fliould  not  be  able  to 
endure  the  fight. 

3.  Its  guilt  confifts,  in  the  laft  place,  in  pro¬ 
moting  vice,  by  the  pernicious  influence  of  our 
example. 

Example  is  contagious— and  the  world  be¬ 
comes  more  corrupted,  from  the  vice  that  is  alrea¬ 
dy  in  it.  To  decline  the  profeflion  of  Religion 
through  falfe  fhame,  is,  in  fome  refpedcs,  more  in¬ 
jurious  to  the  interefts  of  virtue  in  the  world,  than 
open  impiety.  This,  fometimes,  prevents  imita¬ 
tion,  b}  a  certain  horror  at  its  enormity.- — That, 
by  preferving  greater  decency,  more  effedually  in- 
finuates  its  poiion.  \  our  example  proclaims  your 
unbelief,  or  your  contempt  of  the  gofpd  ;  and  in¬ 
vites  others  to  receive  it  with  incredulity,  or  to 
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treat  it  with  fcorm  In  account  of  the  divine 
juftice,  the  depravity  and  perhaps  the  perdition  ofma a. 
ny  finners t  ihall  be  charged  to  that  criminal  fhame, 
which  alienates  you  from  the  life  of  God,  and Jhall 
go  to  augment  your  guilt • 

In  the  conclufion  of  this  difcourfe,  permit  me  to 
remark,  that  although  divine  grace  alone  can  ef¬ 
fectual!  y  fecure  the  heart,  and  raife  it  above  the 
influence  of  a  falfe  and  unholy  fhame ;  yet  it  will 
greatly  contribute  to  this  happy  effedt,  to  have 
early  eftablifhed  juft  ideas  of  honor  and  fiiarne*  by 
a  well  diredted  education.  It  is  of  great  impor¬ 
tance,  in  the  beginning  of  life,  to  pre-^occupy  the 
mind  by  good  impreflions— to  teach  it  to  rever¬ 
ence  God,  before  it  has  yet  feen  the  beauties  of  ho- 
linefs— to  honor ,  before  it  has  learned  to  love  reli¬ 
gion — and  to  prepare  it  to  defpife>  before  it  has  ar¬ 
rived  to  deteft  the  vices  and  the  follies  of  the  world* 
It  is  of  the  greater  importance,  becaufe  our  habits 
and  opinions  are  conftantly  and  imperceptibly 
forming,  by  all  that  we  fee  and  hear*  If  Religion 
does  not  early  impart  fuch  as  are  rational  and  juft, 
the  world  will  neceflarily  prepoflefs  the  mind  with 
fuch  as  are  pernicious  and  falfe*  Falfe  fhame  will 
withhold  it  from  the  influence  of  piety — falfe  ho¬ 
nor  will  raife  up  within  it  the  molt  dangerous  en¬ 
emies  to  falvatioit. 

Let  parents  and  iiiftrudors,  therefore,  be  dili¬ 
gent  to  difeharge  their  duty  with  fidelity  to  the 
riling  generation.  The  moft  happy  fruits  will  re*> 
ward  your  prudent  and  honeft  zcaL  Reflect  what 
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advantages  you  enjoy,  when  you  plead  the  came 
of  piety  again  ft  vice — and  of  Heaven  agamft  the 
world.  What  can  be  more  glorious  than  the  fer- 
vice  of  the  King  of  Kings  ?  What  more  great  and 
worthy  than  virtue,  which  brings  to  perfection  ail 
the  beft  and  nobleft  principles  of  human  nature  ? 
Religion  is  the  true  glory  as  well  as  happinefs  of 
man.  It  is  fin  only  that  is  his  real  fharne. — It  is. 
filled,  beftdes,  with  unfpeakable  danger,  and  is 
fpeedily  tending  to  eternal  ruin. 

Suffer  me  to  extend  a  little  this  idea. — It  is 
ftrongiy  implied  in  the  expreffion  of  our  Saviour, 
of  him  aifo  fhali  the  Son  of  Man  he  afhamed ,  when  he 
cometh  in  the  glory  of  his  Father ,  with  the  holy  Angels . 
All  miferies  are  included  in  this  threatening.— * 
When  God  condefcends  to  treat  the  finner  in  this 
language  of  farcaftic  contempt,  it  ftrikes  me  as 
the  moft  fearful  denunciationofdivine  vengeance. 
Other  threatnings  leem  more  definitely  to  mark 
their  penalties :  This  prefents  nothing  diftinftly 
to  the  imagination,  but  holds  up  every  thing  moft 
terrible  to  our  fears. — Shall  I  call  up  to  view  the 
laft  tribunal  ?  The  Heavens  on  fire  ?  The  Earth 
ihaken,  and  moved  out  of  its  place  ?  The  ele¬ 
ments  melting  with  fervent  heat  before  the  wrath 
of  God  and  of  the  Lamb  — Shall  I  fpeak  of  Tb- 
phet  that  is  ordained  of  oldi  the  pile  whereof  is  fire 
and  much  zvood  ;  and  the  breath  of  the  Ford  as  a  fir  earn 
of  b  rim  ft  one  %  doth  kindle  it  ?  And  fhali  I  not  fay,  after 
all,  that  his  moft  fearful  fentence  is,  a  of  him  floall 
the  / ‘on  of  man  be  afoamed  f '  ’ — Th  is  is  indignant  juf- 
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tice'  heightened  by  contempt.  The  flames  of  an- 
.ger  may  con  fume  the  finner — fhame  will  bury  him 
tor  ever  from  his  fight.— What?  banifned  from 
thy  fight,  O  merciful  Saviour  of  men  !  This  is  in¬ 
deed  the  blacknefs  of  everlafting  darknefs  ! 


Let  thofe  unhappy  men  who  are  alhamed  of 
Chrirt,  and  of  his  words,  deeply  refled:  on  this 
dreadful  deftiny  ! — To  perfuade  you  to  this  wife 
and  neceffary  refolution,  is  the  whole  object  of  the 
prefent  difcourfe.  May  the  Spirit  of  God  add  to 
thefe  reflections  his  own  evidence,  and  his  almigh¬ 
ty  energy  !  May  he  impart  to  us  a  wife  eftimate 
of  eternity  and  time  !  Of  the  opinions  of  men,  and 
the  approbation  of  God  ! — And  now  to  the  King 
eternal,  immortal,  and  invifible,  be  rendered* 
through  Jefus  Chrift,  all  honor,  glory,  and  praife* 
from  all  on  Earth,  and  all  in  Heaven !  Amen  I 
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On  the  FORGIVENESS  of  INJURIES. 
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Col.  N.  C.  V.  P.  et  S.  T.  P. 


Matt.  vi.  14* 


If  ye  forgive  men  their  trcfpaffes ,  your  heavenly  Fa¬ 
ther  will  alfo  forgive  you. 

THE  forgivenefs  of  injuries,  which  is  among 
the  moll  important  duties  of  morals,  and  to 
which  mankind  have  always  fubmitted  with  fo 
much  reluctance,  is  here  enforced  by  our  Saviour 
with  the  higheft  fandtion  of  Religion.  In  incul¬ 
cating  this  great  law,  he  propofes  the  mercy  of 
God  to  our  imitation,  he  recalls  to  memory  our 
offences  againll  him,  that  this  humiliating  reflex¬ 
ion  may  render  us  mild  and  indulgent  to  thofe  who 
have  offended  us— And  he  touches  the  deepeft 
fprings  of  intereff,  by  making  our  own  pardon 
from  God  depend  on  the  fpirit  with  which  we 
treat  others. 

Philofophy  has  often  recommended  the  con¬ 
tempt,  bur.  rarely  the  forgivenefs  of  injuries.  It 
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IS  a  doctrine  not,  indeed,  above  the  reach  of  reafoh , 
but  reafon  is  too  weak  to  eftablilh  it  as  a  general 
princ.ple  of  adion.  It  required  the  authority  of  a 
Djviiic  Legislator  to  enforce  the  duty,  in  this  ex- 
tent,  on  the  pride,  or  the  meanhefs  of  mankind. 

To  riiuftrate  this  duty  is  the  objed  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  difcourle,— With  this  view,  I  propefe  to 
explain  its  nature  and  extent— and  to  fhew  that  it 
is  founded  in  the  jufteft  reafor.-. 

J  ' 

^  I.  I  beg  your  attention,  therefore,  in  the  firft 

placq,  while  1  endeavor  to  illuftrate  the  nature  and 
•extent  of  this  duty. 

m 

The  fir  ft  impulfe,  ufually,  which  men  feel  on  re¬ 
ceiving  an  injury,  is  to  revenge.  This  dark  and 
furious  .pa (lion  is  always  violent  and  extreme  in 
its  purpofes,  and  is  prone  W  juftify  its  exceffes  by 
reprefenting  its  objed  in  a  criminal  and  odious 
•light.  It  outrages  the  divine  fpirir  of  charity,  and 
tends  to  rend  afunder  thofe  amiable  and  happy 
ties,  by  which  God  would  unite  focrety  together, 
and  conned  man  with  man.  To  prevent, ^  or  to 
corred  thefe  difordevs,  Chriftianity  hath  promul- 
ged  the  law  of  forgivenefs.  This  law  compre¬ 
hends  the  following  great  principles  of  duty— to 
love  our  enemies— and  to  return  good  for  evil. 

i.  i  o  love  our  enemies. — No  injury  can  cancel 
tnat.  oiiginai  obligation  that  lies  on  all  mankind  to 
love  one  another.  Derived  from  one  origin- — par¬ 
taking  of  one  nature — united  in  the  fame  interefts 
■  and  heirs  of  the  lame  hopes,  they  are  conneded 
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by  fo  many,  and  fuch  powerful  ties,  that  no  caufe 
can  be  fufficient  entirely  to  diffolve  them,  or  to 
.j-uftify  an  unforgiving  temper.  If  every  man 
fhould  conceive  himfelf  intitled  to  repay  injuftice 
with  hatred,  would  not  that  amiable  fpirit  be  de- 
ftroyed  which  wTas  intended  to  unite  the  world  to¬ 
gether,  and  the  family  of  God  be  rent  with  irre¬ 
concilable  diffentions  ?  Hence,  he  requires  us  to 
love  even  our  enemies — to  regard  them  as  breth¬ 
ren— to  fympathize  with  their  diftrefs — to  find  a- 
pologies  for  their  rafh  and  miftaken  rcfcntments — 
and  to  pity  thofe  whofe  injuries  are  more  pernici¬ 
ous  to  themfeives  than  to  us. 

This  fpirit,  when  it  is  fincere,  will  not  be  re^ 
ftrained  to  thofe  emotions  and  wifhes  of  a  good  and 
benevolent  heart,  that  are  confined  within  itfelfi 
It  will  feek  every  prudent  and  practicable  mean  of 
reconciliation.  It  is  the  law  of  Chrifb — if  thou 
bring  thy  gift  to  the  altar ,  and  there  remember  eft  that . 
thy  brother  hath  aught  againft  thee,  leave  there  thy  gift 
before  the  altary  and  go ,  firft  be  reconciled  to  thy  brother , 
and  then  come  and  offer  thy  gift . — A  good  and  de¬ 
licate  mind  will  feel  exquifite  pain  in  having  giv- 
ven  even  involuntary  offence.  If  innocent,  it  will 
be  folicitous  to  make  thofe  explanations  that  may 
be  neceffary  to  remove  improper  prejudices  from 
a  brother’s  breaft.  Or,  if  through  prepoilefiion,  or 
the  tranfports  of  pafiion,  it  hath  given  him  real 
caufe  of  umbrage,  it  will  not  be  too  haughty  to 
make  the  juft  and  reafonable  conceffions.  Nay, 
'where  the  heart  of  a  brother  is  to  be  regained,  a 
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good  man  will  not  too  rigoroufly  examine  or  corn* 
tend  tor  his  own  rights — he  will  difplay  a  certain 
generality  in  his  advances,  which  is  the  dictate  of 
a  benevolent  and  noble  mind,  confcious  of  the 
pureft  intentions. 

2.  To  forgive  injuries,  is  not  only  to  love  our 
enemies ,  but,  to  return  good  for  evil . — Blefs  thofe  who 
eurfe  you ,  faith  Chrift,  do  good  to  thofe  who  hate  you% 
and  fray  for  thofe  who  defpitefully  ufe  you ,  and  perfe - 
cute  you.  If  thine  enemy  hunger  feed  himy  if  he  thirfl 
give  him  drink;  for>  in  fo  doingy  thou  wilt  heap  coals 
of  fire  on  his  head — that  is,  thou  wilt  either  reclaim 
him  by  the  painful  convidlion  of  his  rafhnefs  and 
guilt;  or  thou  wilt  difTolve  his  heart,  if  he  hath 
yet  a  heart  to  be  diffolved,  by  the  warm  perfuafion 
of  your  goodnefs.  If  there  be  a  w;ay  in  which  you 
can  render  him  efiential  fervice — by  fpeaking  well 
of  the  deferving  parts  of  his  character—  by  draw¬ 
ing  a  difcreet  veil  over  his  foibles — by  generoufly 
producing  his  virtues  to  light — or  by  advancing 
his  fortunes,  you  will  not  only  fulfil  an  elevated 
duty  of  Religion,  but  probably  attach  him  forever 
as  an  ufeful  friend. 

It  may  be  demanded,  perhaps,  wdiether  this  doc¬ 
trine  of  love  to  our  enemies,  requires  fuch  reliance 
on  their  virtue,  and  fuch  confidence  in  the  ap¬ 
pearances  of  reconciliation  as  might  put  us  too 
much  in  their  power  if  they  were  designing  and 
infmcere.—  By  no  means — Piety  is  not  inconliftent 
with  prudence,  nor  the  moft  warm  and  generous 
charity  with  thofe  precautions  that  are  neceflary 
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for  our  fafety.  You  may  pity,  you  may  affift,  you 
may  forgive,  you  may  love  an  enemy  before  you 
confide  in  him.  Experience  is  necefi'ary  to  lay  a 
juft  and  folid  foundation  for  truft.  Your  own 
duty  is  certain  and  clear — his  character  may  ftill 
be  dubious.  It  requires  time  and  variety  of  proof 
to  affure  us  fufficiently  of  the  integrity  and  good- 
nefs  of  others.  A  heart,  prompted  by  warm  be¬ 
nevolence,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  a  found  underftanding,  will  be,  on  this 
fubjecl,  the  belt  interpreter  of  the  divine  law. 

i 

It  may  ferve,  however,  farther  to  illuftrate  the 
nature  and  extent  of  this  duty,  to  point  out  the 
falfe  principles  on  which  the  reconciliations  of  men 
often  turn  after  they  have  been  once  embroiled,, 
and  the  falfe  fubftitutions  that  are  often  made  in 
the  room  of  the  forgivenefs  of  injuries. 

Falfe  principles  of  reconciliation  are  numerous 
and  various.  We  fee  it  fometimes  accomplifhed 
with  difficulty  by  the  affiduity  and  management  of 
common  friends,  who  are  offended  at  the  exceffes 
to  which  it  is  carried,  or  afflicted  at  the  derange¬ 
ment  it  occafions  in  the  circle  of  their  fociety. 
The  parties,  perhaps,  fatigued  with  their  impor¬ 
tunity,  or  afhamed  of  their  own  obftinacy,  yield  at 
length  to  their  remonftrances. — But,  obferve  with 
what  reludlance  they  come  together !  what  mu¬ 
tual  coldnefs  and  diftruft  they  difeover !  how  ma¬ 
ny  pun&ilios  muff  be  adjufted  !  how  many  expla¬ 
nations  muff  be  made  !  how  many  compromifes 
muff  be  attempted,  evidently  calculated  to  fave  a 
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falfe  idea  of  honor*  and  to  evade  the  genuine  fpirit 
of  evangelical  reconciliation!  Sometimes  it  is 
fought  merely  as  a  cover  from  the  perpetual  fhafts 
oi  obloquy*  or  to  avoid  the  anxiety  and  difgrace  of 
eternal  felt-vindication  and  recrimination.— Some¬ 
times  to  fave  ourfelves  the  irkfomenefs  of  fihun- 
ning*  or  the  awkwardnefs  of  meeting  in  the  fame 
companies.  How  often  in  the  numerous  and  ca¬ 
pricious  changes  of  party  of  every  kind*  does  an 
unexpected  coincidence  of  intereft  reunite  men 
whom  an  accidental  oppofition  had  divided  ?  How 
often  hath  the  difhonorof  becoming  the  fubjects 
of  public  fatire  or  mirth  induced  them  to  over¬ 
come  or  retrain  their  paffions  ?  And  a  few*  per¬ 
haps*  affediing  the  glory  of  moderation*  or  of  mag¬ 
nanimity*  have  endeavored  not  fo  much  to  forgive 
as  to  {hew  a  fuperiority  to  injuries. 

Thefe  principles  contribute  to  preferve  a  cer¬ 
tain  degree  of  order  and  union  in  human  fociety  j 
but  they  do  not  rife  to  that  elevation  and  purity 
which  is  required  by  the  gofpel.  They  are  imita¬ 
tions  of  Religion,  not  its  genuine  fpirit — and  al¬ 
though  they  may  be  employed  as  ufeful  auxiliaries 
of  piety,  yet,  if  they  are  the  foie  principles  of  ac¬ 
tion,  their  value  is  defhoyed  by  the  felfifhnefs  and 
pride  with  which  they  are  accompanied.  You 
widely  miftake  if,  in  confequence  of  a  reconcilia¬ 
tion  that  has  proceeded  upon  thefe  grounds,  you 
imagine  you  have  forgiven  your  brother,  or  have 
fulfilled  the  views  of  the  law.  The  world  that 
judges  with  more  impartiality,  fees  you  are  not 
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friends.  It  fees  in  your  converfation,  in  your  con¬ 
duct,  in  your  whole  manner,  a  fecret  coldnefs  and 
alienation  from  him  that  is  not  confident  with  the 
meeknefs,  the  benevolence,  and  the  difinterefted 
fpirit  of  this  duty. — You  fhould  forgive  for  no  ob¬ 
lique  or  felfifh  views — you  fhould  forgive  from  the 
principle  of  charity — you  fhould  forgive  for  the 
love  of  God — you  fhould  forgive  becaufe  you  need 
to  be  forgiven. 

I  fhall  now  illuftrate  this  duty  farther,  by  con- 
fidering,  in  another  view,  the  falfe  fubflitutions 
that  are  often  made  in  the  room  of  the  forgivenefs 
©f  injuries. 

The  firft  that  I  mention,  is  a  certain  apathy  of 
mind  that  hath  ceafed  to  feel  the  emotions  of  re- 
fentment,not  becaufe  the  injury  is  forgiven, but  be¬ 
caufe  time  has  abated  our  fenfibility.  My  brethren, 
this  partakes  nothing  of  the  vivacity  of  true  charity. 
Charity  is  a  warm  and  active  principle.  It  embra¬ 
ces  a  forgiven  enemy  like  a  reconciled  brother — - 
and  an  enemy  who  refufes  to  be  reconciled,  it  re¬ 
gards  with  that  fpirit  of  meeknefs  and  benediction 

which  can  flow  only  from  a  heart  touched  and 
animated  with  the  love  of  God. 

Another  fubflitute  is  a  reconciliation  merely  of- 
tenfible ;  and  a  return  to  the  exterior  decencies  of 
fociety,  while  a  warm  remembrance  of  the  injury 
is  (till  cherifhed  in  the  breafl. 

It  is  not  uncommon  to  fay,  I  forgive  him,  but 
he  has  no  reafon  hereafter  to  rely  upon  my  friend- 

G  g 


1  ■;  ,j  1 


) 


* 


2+2  S  M  I  T  R 

iliip.  My  brethren,  this  hint  is  too  infignificant, 
We  difcern  in  it  the  evident  fymptoms  of  an  ali¬ 
enated  mind.  Is  this  to  forgive  ?  Does  love  thus 
ftudioufly  cherifh  the  memory  of  an  offence  ?  Does 
the  meek  temper  of  forgivenefs  thus  fweil  the 
heart  with  a  proud  refentment  ?  True  forgivenefs 
implies  much  more  than  a  conftrained  and  artifi¬ 
cial  fubmiflion  to  the  exterior  decencies  of  life. 
It  is  a  principle  that  unites  the  hearts  of  men  by 
the  inward  and  powerful  cement  of  divine  love,  and 
not  their  perions  merely  by  the  loofe  and  vulgar 
ties  of  ordinary  affociation. 

Another,  and  much  more  unjuftifiable  fubftitute 
for  this  duty,  is  a  refolution,  indeed,  not  to  profe- 
cute  an  open  and  public  revenge,  but  accompani¬ 
ed  at  the  fame  time,  with  a  purpofe  to  avoid,  to¬ 
wards  the  offender,  all  the  common  civilities  of  life. 

Men  who  adl  on  this  principle  fcldom  mollify 
their  refentments  fo  far  as  to  fubmit  to  a  formal 
reconciliation.  Yet  becaufe  an  unforgiving  tem¬ 
per  is  condemned  by  Religion,  and  dill  more,  be¬ 
caufe  it  is  odious  to  the  world,  they  profefs  to  for¬ 
give,  when  they  mean  only  they  will  not  profecutc 
their  rage  to  extremes.  But  they  refufe  to  fee 
their  enemy — they  fhun  thecompanies  he  is  known 
to  frequent.  Wherefore?  Becaufe  his  preience 
might  excite  painful  recollections,  or  create  an  em- 
barraffment  that  would  deft roy  the  pleafure  of  fo- 
ciety.  My  brethren,  let  the  common  fenfe  oi 
mankind  decide  upon  this  queftion.  Can  we  have 
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forgiven  our  brother  if  we  exclude  him  from  our 
fight?  Ifhis  prefence  ftill  irritates  ?  If  it  recalls  ideas 
that  fhould  be  forgotten?  If  it  awakens  emotions 
that  lhould  be  compofcd  by  the  fpirit  of  love  ? — 
Certainly  not. 

The  lad  fubftitute  which  I  (hall  mention  for  the 
forgivenefs ,  is  the  contempt  of  injuries. 

A  man  is  fo  clofely  connected  with  his  adtions, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  defpife  his  vices,  which  is  per¬ 
mitted  by  Religion,  without  defpiling  his  perfon, 
which  is  not  permitted.  The  fentiment  of  fupe- 
riority  to  an  unworthy  adt  too  eafily  degenerates,  in 
a  common  mind,  into  improper  pride.  And  fo 
foreign  from  true  charity  is  all  pride  and  haughti- 
nefs  of  fpirit,  andfo  difficult  is  it  not  to  involve  the 
perfon  in  our  idea  with  his  character  or  caufe,  that 
it  is  fafeft,  perhaps,  for  a  Chriftian  to  regard  even 
the  vices  of  others  w  ith  pity,  rather  than  with 
contempt. 

Having,  thus  far,  endeavored  to  explain  the  na¬ 
ture  and  extent  of  forgiving  injuries,  and  pointed 
out  the  wrong  conceptions  which  are  entertained 
of  it  by  mankind,  both  in  the  improper  principles 
of  their  reconciliations,  and  in  the  falfe  fubftitu- 
tions  which  they  are  prone  to  make  in  the  room  of 
this  duty. — I  proceed  now, 

II.  To  illuftrate  its  foundation  in  reafon,  as  well 
as  in  the  command  of  the  Saviour. 

This  may  be  done  from  a  double  fource  of  ar¬ 
gument — from  the  excellence  and  amiablenefs  of 


*44  S  M  I  T  H. 

toe  diipofition  from  which  this  virtue  is  derived—** 
and  from  the  infufficiency  of  the  caufes  on  which 
revenge  is  j  uftified. 

i.  In  the  firft  place,  from  the  excellence  and  a- 
miablenefs  of  the  difpoiition  from  which  this  vir¬ 
tue  is  derived. — It  contains  a  high  and  general 
philanthropy,  which  is  a  fweet  and  elevated  affec¬ 
tion — it  contains  the  love  of  our  enemies,  which 
is  a  generous  principle — it  will  attract  refpedt  and 
honor  from  the  world — and  finally,  it  is  the  moft 
perfect  refembiance  of  that  attribute  in  the  Deity 
which  is  the  moft  interefting  to  man. 

i.  It  contains  a  high  and  general  philanthropy 
which  is  a  fweet  and  elevated  affedtion. 

Love  is  the  higheft  principle  of  union  among  all 
fenftble  beings.  Its  exercife  is  always  accompa¬ 
nied  with  pleafure,  and  with  the  confcioufnefs  of 
its  excellence.  The  common  proverb  that  revenge 
is  fweet,  is  a  maxim  of  paffion,  not  ofreafon.  And, 
like  moft  other  ftrong  and  fudden  didtates  of  the 
paffions,  it  is  falfe.  Are  not  the  plans  of  revenge 
filled  with  anxiety  and  pain  ?  Is  not  their  execu¬ 
tion  accompanied  with  the  bitternefs  or  undifguif- 
ed  rage,  or  the  bafenefs  of  fecret  treachery  ?  Doth 
it  not,  when  moft  fuccefsful,  recoil  in  its  effects. 
Upon  our  (elves,  either  from  the  refentment  of  the 
world,  or  from  the  reflections  of  our  own  bieafts  ? 
And  doth  it  not,  when  unfucceftful,  render  us 
the  victims  of  our  own  impetuouty,  and  pride, 
and  involve  us  in  a  fucceflion  of  hcftilities,  and  a 
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tempeft  of  hateful  paffions,  that  deftrov,  at  once* 
our  fecurity  and  our  peace  ? — No,  revenge  is  not 
fweet — it  embitters  our  enjoyments  it  incurs 
the  hatred  and  opposition  of  mankind  and,  even 
in  our  own  view,  degrades  us  in  the  moments  of 
calm  recollection.  On  the  other  hand,  the  mild 
and  heavenly  principle  of  univerfal  love,  exalts  us 
in  our  own  efteem— It  diftufes  a  divine  fv  eetncis 
through  the  breaft,  and  fpreads  tranquillity  over 
the  whole  feene  of  lift— it  efcapes  injury  by  avoid¬ 
ing  offence— and  tends  to  render  all  men  our 
friends,  by  being  qurfelves  the  friends  or  all.  Such 
is  the  genuine  principle  of  forgivenefs  fuch  is  its 
dignity  and  happineis — and  the  reafonablenefs  of 
the  duty  becomes  evident,  from  the  excellence  of 

its  fource. 

a.  It  contains,  in  the  next  place,  the  love  of  our 
enemies,  which  is  a  noble  and  generous  affection. 

Whatever  excellence  or  beauty  there  is  in  that 
general  philanthrophy  that  unites  us  to  mankind, 
it  is  greatly  increafed  by  embracing  our  enemies. 
There  is  a  generofity  in  forgiving  an  enemy  that 
exalts  the  a&ion.  There  is  a  heroifm  in  being  su¬ 
perior  to  injury,  that  cannot  be  acquired  by  the 
boldeft  and  moft  fuccefsful  efforts  of  revenge.— 
What  is  an  enemy  ? — One  who  has  treated  you 
with  injuftice — -who  has  attacked  your  interefts— 
who  has  attempted  to  blaft  your  reputation — who 
has  touched  you  in  thofe  points  that  are  moft  ten¬ 
der  and  dear  to  an  honeft  and  feeling  mind.— 
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hat  can  be  more  great  and  elevated  than  that 
divine  charity  which  enables  us  to  forgive  him? 

oth  it  not  difplay  a  fortitude  that  dildains  to 
ear .  or  a  confcioufnefs  of  innocence  that  cannot, 

eventuady,  diftruft  the  juftice  of  the  world ? _ Or 

is  it  not,  at  lead,  the  fruit  of  penitent  humility 
that  forgets  his  injury  in  the  felf-reproaches  which 
returning  virtue  always  makes  to  our  earn  paft 

0  y  ‘  Reproaches  which  are  the  certain  indica¬ 
tions  of  a  worthy  and  ingenious  mind. 

But,  apart  from  rhefeconfiderations,our  enemies 
themfelves  have  fome  claim  toourregard,  for  the  be¬ 
nefits  we  may  derive  from  them.  Friends  are  too 
tender  to  our  foibles.  Flatterers,  while  they  foothe, 
beguile,  and  often  do  us  an  eflential  injury,  by 
cherifningafalfe  vanity,  and  a  contemptuous  indif¬ 
ference  to  the  opinion  of  the  world.  Frequently, 
our  imperfections  are  fir  ft  learned  from  our  ene¬ 
mies.  And  although  they  may  be  magnified  by 
unfriendly  paffions;  yet  even  malevolence  has 
ufually  fome  ground  on  which  it  raifes  its  exag¬ 
gerated  pictures.  A  wife  man,  by  prudently  at¬ 
tending  to  its  cenfures,  may  learn  to  correct  his 
errors,  and  to  perfect  his  virtues.  And  the  lau¬ 
dable  defire  of  reforming  every  fault,  and  a  gene¬ 
rous  wifli  of  perfecting  the  character  may  contri¬ 
bute,  in  fuch  a  mind,  to  extinguilh  relentment, 
by  tne  ooligation  which  it  feels,  even  to  an  enemy'. 


3.  This  fpirit,  in  the  next  place,  is  not  only 
honorable  in  itfelf,  but  it  will  attract  refpect  and 
honor  from  the  world. 
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No,  reply  the  paftionatc  advocates  for  the  man¬ 
ners  of  the  world,  fuch  mildnefs  and  forbearance 
will  only  invite  injuries,  and  will  certainly  degrade 
us  in  the  public  opinion.  It  is  contrary  to  the 
eftablifhed  maxims  of  honor ;  and  a  man  is  no 
longer  well  received  if  he  has  forfeited  his  charac¬ 
ter  in  fo  delicate  a  point.  My  brethren,  let  me 
beg  your  patience  a  moment,  while  I  combat  the 
truth  of  thefe  remarks ;  at  lead:  fo  far  as  they  re¬ 
gard  a  good  man,  who  has  acquired  an  eftablifhed 
character  for  piety  and  prudence,  who  is  cautious 
of  giving  offence,  and  who  is  ready  to  acknow¬ 
ledge  his  fault,  if  he  has  inadvertently  differed 
himfelf  to  be  betrayed  by  his  paftion.  We  rarely 
fee  examples  of  that  innate  and  inveterate  malice 
which  will  purfue  benevolent  worth  of  this  kind, 
with  unrelenting  injuftice.  The  vicious  world 
itfelf  refpects  goodnefs  that  is  fupported  with 
dignity.  If  there  are  a  few  inftances  of  fuch  a- 
trocious  fpirits,  their  own  violence  difgraces  them- 
felves,  and  faves  the  reputation  of  a  worthy  cha¬ 
racter.  Even  in  that  point,  in  which  modern 
manners  have  peculiarly  placed  the  idea  of  honor, 
more  real  glory,  and  more  public  efteem  will  fol¬ 
low  from  forgiving  than  revenging  affronts.  That 
affectation  of  meeknefs,  indeed,  which  flows  from 
pufillanimity,  is  a  contemptible  character.— It  is 
eafily  diftinguifhable  from  the  mild  and  benevo¬ 
lent  temper  of  the  gofpel  which  may  be  affociated 
with  the  higheft  bravery.  And  much  of  the  re¬ 
proach  which  has  been  poured  upon  thofe  who* 
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in  the  ftile  of  the  world,  have  not  properly  rejented 
injuries  i  has  arilen  from  their  own  weak  and  un¬ 
equal  conduct.  Rafh  enough,  perhaps,  to  give 
unnecefiary  Oirence,  they  are  not  believed  when 
they  plead  piinciple,  tor  rerufing  to  make  the  cus¬ 
tomary  fatislaction.  A  good  man  fhould  be  uni¬ 
form  throughout.  He  fhould  be  equally  inoffen- 
five  in  his  conduct,  as  he  is  careful  not  to  violate 
the  law  that  foroicis  retaliation  and  violence.—^ 
1  here  is  a  mild  way  of  doing  every  thing— -even 
ot  oppofing  the  world.  And  when  fteady  virtue 
is  fopported  by  a  calm  and  placid  conduct — when 
equai  pams  nave  been  taken  to  avoid  offering  an 
offence,  as  there  is  reluctance  (hewn  to  anfwer 
for  it — when  readinefs  is  fhewn  to  acknowledge 
and  correct  every  inadvertent  tranfport  of  the 
paffions  -and  when,  on  other  occafions,  permit¬ 
ted  and  approved  oy  religion,  a  proper  firmnefs  of 
mind  has  been  difeovered,  no  degradation  can  re- 
full  from  refufing  to  comply  with  the  common 
but  fa  he  maxims  of  honour. — It  was  an  excellent 
reply  made  by  a  brave  and  virtuous  officer,  to  one 
who  had  challenged  him  to  Angle  combat— ff  You 
know  I  am  not  afraid  to  die,  but  I  am  afraid  to 
commit  a  fault.  If  you  wifh  to  bring  our  perfonal 
courage  to  the  proof,  I  challenge  you  to  fhew,  in 
the  next  battle,  which  of  us  iliall  lead  our  troops 
with  the  greateft  bravery  to  the  charge.” — Many 
weak  minds  are  capable  of  putting  their  lives  to 
hazard  in  a  hidden  impulfe  of  rage  ;  but  it  requires 
much  higher  fortitude  to  encounter  great  and  real 
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clangers  with  coolnefs  at  the  call  of  duty,  and  to 
difplay  a  fhining  virtue  in  the  fervice  of  our  coun¬ 
try  or  of  mankind. 

The  maxims  of  revenge  have  been  formed,  ift 
may  fpeak  fo,  by  the  populace  of  the  world.  And 
whatever  comes  from  that  fchool,  is  always  mark¬ 
ed  by  its  native  characters  of  ignorance  and  weak- 
nefs.  Is  not  this  remark  verified  by  obfervation? 
Where  are  thole  doughty  combats  for  honor  found  ? 
Are  they  not  ufually  among  thofe  who  have  little 
other  claim  to  merit?  who,  having  forfeited  the 
real  honor  of  wife  and  good  men,  are  the  more  fu¬ 
rious  for  the  name?  Are  they  not,  molt  frequent¬ 
ly,  at  the  termination  of  thofe  bacchanalian  de¬ 
bauches  where  men  have  given  up,  not  only  the 
honor,  but  almoft  the  charader  of  human  nature? 
Are  they  not,  at  belt,  in  thofe  moments  of  blind 
and  intemperate  paffion,  when  man  is  no  longer 
rational  ? 


Thefe  are  not  merely  profeffional  declaiming 
or  the  narrow  reflexions  of  a  religious  fpirit  unac¬ 
quainted  with  the  manners  of  the  world.  If  the 
celeftial  purity  of  the  gofpel— if  the  divine  majef- 
ty  of  truth  can  receive  fupport  from  earth,  they 
will  find  it  in  the  opinions  of  the  wifeft  philofo- 
phej.>,  and  the  braved'  men  of  antiquity.  The  ei¬ 
der  Cato  had  it  for  a  maxim,  “  that  we  ought  to 
pardon  the  faults  of  every  other  man,  but  never  our 
Q.\m  Revenge,  rays  Plato,  although  approved 
b_>  toe  world,  is  never  proper;  nor  can  any  injury 
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juftify  retaliation.”  Seneca  declares,  that  " 
venge  is  inhuman,  however  it  be  authorized  by  a 
pernicious  cuftom/  On  the  other  hand,  fays  he, 
(c  how  amiable  is  it  when  a  man  is  incapable  of  be¬ 
ing  penetrated  by  any  weapon,  or  of  being  hurt  by 
injury  or  reproach  !  —vVhtn  Dion,  that  celebrat¬ 
ed  general  and  philofopher,  had  conquered  Syra- 
cufe,  two  of  his  mo  ft  inveterate  enemies  fell  into 
his  power.  His  friends  perfuaded  him  to  take 
vengeance  on  them.  But  mark  the  wife  and  mag¬ 
nanimous  reply  of  a  great  foldier — “  other  gene¬ 
rals  delight  in  war  and  arms  alone;  but  I,  who 
have  employed  fo  much  time  in  the  purfuits  of 
fcience,  have  ftudied,  by  its  aids,  to  overcome  an¬ 
ger,  revenge,  envy,  obftmaev,  and  other  pernicious 
paffions  of  this  kind.  *  The  fureft  proof  of  my  fuc- 
cefs  is,  not  only  kindnefs  to  my  friends,  but  lenity 
and  forgivenefs  towards  my  unjuft  and  inveterate 
enemies.”  Cleomenes,  king  of  Sparta,  once  faid, 
cc  It  is  the  office  of  a  good  prince  to  confer  favors 
on  his  friends,  and  to  inflict  punifhments  on  his 
enemies.”  (C  How  much  better  would  it  be,”  re¬ 
plied  Socrates,  who  heard  him,  tf  to  do  good  to 
your  friends, and  to  make  friends of^your enemies?” 
And  no  principle  of  condudt  can  be  more  wife 
and  noble  than  that  fuggefted  by  Diogenes,  to  a 
man  who  enquired  how  he  might  beft  be  revenged 
on  his  enemy  ? — The  philofopher  anfwered,  “  By 
being  better  than  he.” — I  could  fill  the  time  of  a 
long  difeourfe,  with  quotations  to  the  fame  pur- 
pofe.  And  it  mu  ft  afford  a  good  man  pleafure* 


In  reading  the  works  of  antiquity,  to  obfervc  tne 
conduct  of  the  greateft  men  refuting  the  falfe  max¬ 
ims  of  modern  honor,  and  to  fee  the  conclufions 
of  reafon,  aided  by  philofophy  alone,  coinciding 
with  the  mild  and  beneficent  precepts  of  the  gof- 
pel.  Although  it  may  be  beyond  our  jphereto 

emulate  thefe  iliuftrious  men  in  the  fame  of  their 

•  • 

writings,  or  the  glory  of  their  atchievements,  is  it 
not  however  the  duty  of  every  Chriftian  to  emu¬ 
late  them  in  the  admirable  fpirit  of  their  morals  ? 
If  nature  could  guide  them  by  her  feeble  lights  to 
this  high  degree  of  excellence,  to  what  perfe&ioa 
may  we  arrive,  if  wre  faithfully  follow  the  clearer 
lights  of  the  Sun  of  Righteoufnefs. 

4,  In  the  laft  place,  the  reafonablcnefs  of  this 
duty  is  llluftrated  from  its  refemblance  to  that  be¬ 
neficent  attribute  in  God  that  is  moil  interefting 

to  man. 

All  our  offences  againft  Heaven  are  freely  for¬ 
given  us  through  the  redemption  that  is  in  Chrift 
Jefus.  When  God  affumed  a  vifible  form,  it  was 
to  promulge  the  law  of  forgivenefs  and  love — It 
was  to  give  the  moft  affecting  example  of  it,  by  of¬ 
fering  his  life  to  obtain  the  pardon  of  thofe  who 
had  offended  him.  My  brethren  !  if  God  fo  loved 
us,  we  ought  alfo  to  love  one  another.  Behold  him 
dying  for  his  enemies,  and  while  they  are  perpe¬ 
trating  the  moft  cruel  of  all  injuries,  hear  him,  with 
infinite  dignity  and  goodnefs,  pronounce  their  for¬ 
givenefs,  and  even  make  the  apology  of  their 
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crime  Father  forgive  them ,  they  know  not  what 

they  do!  Interefting  example  to  us,  whofe  fins  were 
obliterated  by  that  aft ! — who  were  refcued  by  it 
ftom  the  flames  which  our  offences  againft  him 
were,  at  that  moment,  kindling  around  us !  With 
what  force  does  it  recommend  to  you  from  the 
crofs,  that  divine  precept,  to  love  your  enemies ,  to 
hlefs  thofe  who  curfe you,  to  do  good  to  thofe  zvho  hate 
y°u>  and  to  pray  for  thofe  who  defpitefully  ufe  you  and 
p  erf e  cute  you  ;  that  ye  may  be  the  children  of  your  hea¬ 
venly  Father >  who  maketh  bis  fun  to  rife  on  the  evil 
and  the  good ,  and  his  rain  to  fall  on  the  juft  and  the  un- 
juft.  1  he  Apofile  beautifully  applies  it  to  this 
ufe  in  his  epifiie  to  the  Ephefians— be  ye  kind 
one  to  another ,  tender  hearted ,  forgiving  one  another \ 
even  as  God  for  Chrift’s  fake  hath  forgiven  you.  Can 
any  character  be  more  honorable  to  human  nature 
than  to  refemble  the  perfedion  of  God  ?  Can  any 

duty  be  more  juft  than  to  forgive  as  we  have  been 
forgiven. 

So  many  principles  concur  to  recommend  and 
urge  this  amiable  exercife  of  Chnftian  charity. 
The  reafonablenefs  of  this  duty  appears,  however, 
not  only  from  the  excellence  and  amiablenefs  of 
the  difpofitions  from  which  it  is  derived — but 

4 

II.  From  the  infufficiency  of  the  caufes  on 
which  revenge  is  juftified.  Thefe  may  be  ranked 
under  the  following  clafles — contradiction  to  our 
habits  and  opinions — oppofition  to  our  pJeafures 
or  interefts — and  injuftice  to  our  character  and 
reputation,, 


i.  Contradiction  to  our  habits  and  opinions* 
in  the  firit  place,  is  apt  to  create  an  alienation  of 
mind  from  thofe  who  oppofe  ns, and  tonouriih  the 
refentful  paffions. 

What  implacable  oppositions  have  we  feen  grow 
up  among  men  from  diversity  of  fentiment  in  Re¬ 
ligion*  or  in  civil  policy  ?  Society*  that  was  de- 
ligned  for  the  protection  and  peace  of  mankind* 
feems  frequently  to  inflame  the  paffions  with  great¬ 
er  ardor*  by  bringing  them  nearer  together.  And 
men*  in  the  extravagance  of  mifguided  zeal  in  Re¬ 
ligion*  have  thought  to  promote  the  caufe  of  love 
and  mercy*  by  the  molt  frightful  exceffes  of  cruel¬ 
ty  and  rage. — Even  on  lefs  important  fubjeCts* 
variety  of  opinion*  and  diveriity  in  the  habits  of 
tafte  and  education*  become  fources  of  mutual  ali¬ 
enation  and  contempt*  that  create  many  imagina¬ 
ry  caufes  of  diffention*  and  augment  and  imbitter 
thofe  that  are  real.  What  ridicule*  what  fneer, 
what  obloquy  enter  into  different  parties*  and  of¬ 
ten  form  the  fpirit  of  the  different  circles  into 
which  fociety  is  divided?  Do  not  thefe  caufes 
nourifh  the  paffions  of  hatred  and  pride  ?  Do  they 
not  reprefent  the  aCtions  and  defigns  of  men  in  a 
falfe  and  injurious  light  ?  Do  they  not  contribute 
to  render  their  diffentions  unforgiving  and  eternal  ? 
Ah!  my  brethren*  are  not  all  thefe  occafions  of 
mutual  alienation*  when  ferioufly  and  calmly  efti- 
mated*  unworthy  and  unreafonable  ?  And  yet*  do 
we  not  fee  them  every  day  violating*  in  the  groffeft 
manner*  the  fpirit  and  the  law  of  charity  ? 
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2.  Another  caufe  of  revenge  as  little  juftifiable, 
is  oppoiition  to  our  pleafurcs,  or  our  interefts. 

Intereft  and  pleafure  form  thofe  objeds  of  pur- 
fuit  tnai  ulually  occupy  the  minds  of  men  with 
the  greatest  ardor,  it  thefe  aVe  frequently  and 
pointedly  oppofed,  they  are  apt  to  create  ftrong 
and  lading  refentments.  How  can  I  love  the  man, 
you  lay,  who,  on  all  occalions,  fets  himfelf  agamft 
me/  How  can  i  forgive  the  malice  that  is  perpe¬ 
tually  thwarting  my  purpofes  and  defeating  my 
views? — -Let  us  examine  the  validity  of  thefe  rea- 
fons. — Perhaps  the  malice  you  impute  to  him  is 
only  the  coloring  which  your  refentment  gives  to 
his  fuccefsml  nvaltliip.  He  is  engaged  in  a  pur- 
fuit  ot  pleamres,  or  interefts  limilar  to  your  own. 
^  our  common  viev/s  happen  to  terminate  on  the 
fame  objects  ;  and  your  paffions  reprefent  the  in¬ 
terference  that  fpnngs  from  the  lawful  exercife  of 
his  own  rights,  as  flowing  from  malicious  defign. 
But  admitting  that  he  is  an  enemy  as  well  as  a  ri¬ 
val— do  you  not  acquit  him  on  your  own  princi¬ 
ples,  by  your  hoftility  to  him  ?  And  will  you  add 
to  the  injury  he  hath  already  done  you,  a  greater 
evil,  by  chenlhing  thofe  unhallowed  paffions  that 
offend  God,  and  difquiet  your  own  peace?  No, 
thefe  enmities  are  at  once  ill  founded  and  perni¬ 
cious  to  our  own  fouls.  If  oppoiition  to  our  in¬ 
terefts,  or  our  pleafures  is  not  lufficient  to  juftify 
the  fpirit  of  revenge — neither  is, 

3.  Injuftice  to  our  charader  and  reputation. 


Character  is  the  dearefl  poffeffion  to  a  good  man. 
No  wound  afflibts  him  fo  deeply  as  an  imputation 
on  his  honor,  or  his  virtue  ?  But  is  it  fufficient  to 
authorize  the  purpofes  of  revenge? — No,  Religion 
prohibits  all  retaliation,  except  of  good  for  evil. — - 
Is  it  the  proper  way  to  vindicate  our  injured  inno¬ 
cence?  No,  a  gentle  dilpofttion,  and  a  virtuous 
conduct  are  the  mod  effectual  refutation  o t  every 
flander.  Is  it  even  certain  we  have  fuffered  the 
injury  of  which  we  complain? — In  innumerable 
inftances,  if  we  carefully  examine  its  grounds,  we 
fhall  find  it  founded  in  mifreprefentation.  How 
many  rafn  and  imprudent  perfons  take  up  a  tale 
before  they  comprehend  it,  and  propagate  it  with 
the  coloring  of  their  own  imagination  ?  Flow  ma¬ 
ny  malicious  perfons  love  in  this  way  to  augment 
the  diffentions  of  fociety?  How  many  vain  and 
talkative  perfons  permit  themfelves,  without  re¬ 
flection,  to  difieminate  the  molt  pernicious  and 
unfounded  hiftorics  ?  What  additions  are  made  to 
the  truth  in  palling  only  through  a  few  mouths  ? 
How  often  have  we  known  our  own  words  to  be 
diftorted  and  invenomed  by  the  malice  or  indis¬ 
cretion  of  others  ? — And  fhall  we,  notwithfiand- 
ing,  take  this  uncertain  ground  to  vindicate  the 
molt  atrocious  of  all  the  palfions  ?  Poffibly  we  do 
our  brother  a  high  injury  by  believing  him  capa¬ 
ble  of  the  injuftiee. 

But  admitting  that  he  hath  calumniated  our 
character — may  it  not  have  been  the  fruit  of  in- 
tfonfideration  merely?  May  it  not  have  been  oc- 
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cafioned  by  the  officious  zeal  of  falfe  friends  who 
havepoifoned  his  mind?  May  it  not  have  fprung 
from  dark  and  fufpicious  circumftances  in  our 
own  condud  which  we  have  not  condefcended  to 
explain  ?— It  becomes  a  good  man  rather  to  find 
apologies  for  fuch  adions  than  to  profecute  them 
with  rage.  He  ought  to  attribute  them  to  the 
want  of  reflection,  to  the  artifice  of  others,  to  the 
furprize  of  paffion,  to  any  caufe  rather  than  a  ma¬ 
lignant  difpoiition.  A  great  wit  once  faid,  " it  is 
neceflary  only  for  mankind  to  converfe  together 
freely  every  day  to  make  them  all  of  one  Religion.” 
We  may  fay  with  at  leafi  equal  truth,  that  it  is 
necedary  only  for  men  to  converfe  together  freely, 
to  remove  a  thoufand  prejudices,  to  extinguifh  a 
thouiana  animofities  in  their  origin,  and  notwith- 
Itanding  all  the  caufes  of  divifion  that  cxifi  in  the 
world,  to  make  them  friends.— But  if  there  are 
fome  who,  through  weaknefs  of  mind,  or  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  paffion,  cannot  be  reclaimed,  how  ought 
a  Chriitian  to  treat  their  obloquy?  Not  furely°by 
imitating  their  crime.  This  is  ufually  the  proof 
of  a  vulnerable  character  in  ourfelves.  The  moft 
.  clear  and  honorable  vindication  of  ourfelves  is  vir¬ 
tuous  condud.  In  the  confcioufiicfs  of  innocence 
virtue  may  be  fileni.  There  is,  befides,  a  dignity 
in  iiience  that  makes  a  favorable  impreffion  on  the 
world,  and  humbles  an  enemy  much  more  than, 
any  retaliation  of  reproach  or  flander.— But  the 
molt  equivocal  vindication  of  charader,  and  even 
of  that  courage  which  modern  ideas  have  made  a 


SMITH.v  257 

fiibftitute  for  character,  is  the  Angle  combat.  No 
affault  on  our  good  name  can  juftify  this  crime — ■ 

The  fpirit  and  the  laws  of  the  gofpel  condemn  it— 

A  brave  and  virtuous  man  does  not  need  it — The 
moft  illuftrious  nations  of  antiquity,  who  civilized 
the  earth,  and  w7ho  adorned  human  nature  by  their 
talents,  knew  no  fuch  methods  to  vindicate  then: 
injured  honor,  or  to  prop  an  infirm  reputation. 

On  this  fubjecft,  however,  I  have  already  made  the 
neceflary  reflections ;  and  fhall  now  difmifs  the 
whole  by  remarking,  that  as  they  are  our  vanity 
and  pride  that  are  chiefly  hurt  by  the  tales  of  ca¬ 
lumny,  fo  they  are  thefe  principles,  fo  little  be¬ 
coming  the  imperfection  of  human  nature,  that 
give  to  the  refentful  paffions  their  greateft  force. 

Thus  weak  and  infufficient  are  all  thofe  caufes 
which  are  ufually  urged  to  juftify  the  fpirit  of  re¬ 
venge.  \ 

And  nowf,  in  the  conclufion  of  this  difcourfe,  let 
me  call  your  attention  to  the  following  reflections. 

1 .  The  firft  that  I  make  is,  that  as  it  becomes 
a  good  man  never  to  give  juft  occafion  of  offence  to 
others,  it  becomes  him  alfo  if  he  has  been,  at  any 
time,  furprized  by  his  paffions,  to  efface  his  fault 
by  a  fpeedy  and  candid  acknowledgement.  There 
is  often  more  goodnefs  and  greatnefs  of  mind  dis¬ 
played  in  acknowledging,  than  in  not  having  com¬ 
mitted  an  error.  Caution  in  offending,  and  can¬ 
dor  in  confefling,  are  neceflary  perhaps  to  enable 
us  with  fincerity  to  forgive.  Obedience  to  this 
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law  is  lefs  difficult  when  we  are  not  confcious  of  a 
fault  ourfelves.  T here  is  a  dignity  in  innocence 
that  does  not  tear  to  be  degraded  by  {looping  to 
pardon.  But  if  we  have  been  betrayed  to  do 
wrong,  and  have  not  fortitude  of  mind  enough  to 
confefs  it,  our  own  fault  becomes  the  greateft  ob- 
fhtcle  to  our  duty,  and  an  unforgiving  fpirit  is  che- 
rifhed  by  a  falfe  fentiment  of  honor. 

2.  This  duty  I  might  recommend  from  the  ge¬ 
nerality  and  noblenefs  of  its  principle — from  the 
approbation  of  mankind — and  from  the  tranquili¬ 
ty  and  peace  with  which  it  will  be  accompanied 
in  our  own  breads — But  apart  from  all  thefe  con- 
fiderations,  which  can  touch  only  a  great  and  wor¬ 
thy  mind,  it  is  a  duty  that  addrefles  itfelf  to  our 
intereft  and  our  fears — it  is  enjoined  by  all  the 
authority,  and  enforced  by  all  the  terrors  of  Re¬ 
ligion— /or  if  ye  forgive  not  men  their  trefpaffes, 
neither  will your  Father  who  is  in  Heaven,  forgive 
your  trefpajfes. — Haughty  and  revengeful  fpirits  ! 
look  up  to  that  tribunal  where  your  own  pu- 
nifhment  awaits  you,  and  let  the  awful  majelfy  of 
divine  juftice  reftrain  your  pride  and  rage !  Re¬ 
member  that  the  meafurc  which  you  mete  to  o- 
thers  lhall  be  meafured  to  you  again.  A  refentful 
unforgiving  temper  can  hope  for  no  indulgence 
from  the  righteous  judge.  On  the  other  hand, 
meeknefsjgentlenefs,  forgivenefs,  as  they  are  abun¬ 
dant  fources  of  inward  confolation  on  earth,  fo  they 
lead  alfo  to  the  regions  of  eternal  peace  in  Heaven. 
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3.  This  fubjed  fuggerts  the  ardent  charity  with 
which  we  ought  to  embrace  our  brethren  who  have 
not  injured  us.  If  hoftile  intentions  are  to  be  for¬ 
given — if  adual  injuries  are  to  be  forgotten— df 
enemies  are  to  be  beloved,  with  what  warm  affec¬ 
tion  ought  we  to  regard  thofe  who  are  innocent? — 
Thofe  who  embrace  us  with  kindnel.s  ? — Thofe 
wrho  are  our  fincere  and  adive  friends  ?—  1  hofe 
who  are  conneded  with  us  by  the  molt  tender  re¬ 
lations  ? — And  above  all,  thofe  who  add  to  thefe 
endearing  ties,  their  union  with  us  in  the  houfe- 
hold  of  faith  ? — The  united  bands  of  humanity, 
friendfhip  and  religion,  form  the  moft  powerful 
obligation  to  all  the  ufeful  and  amiable  offices  of 
fraternal  love.  And  the  power  of  forgiving  an  in¬ 
jury  will  be  a  certain  pledge  to  ourfelves  and  others 
of  all  thatfhail  be  attentive,  tender  and  beneficent 
in  the  ordinary  condud  o f  our  life,  and  our  com¬ 
merce  with  fociety. 

4.  Finally,  this  fubjed  is  clofely  conneded  with 
piety  as  well  as  with  morals.  The  tempers  and 
habits  of  men  give  a  tindure  to  the  fpirit  of  their 
Religion.  The  pafiions  of  revenge  and  hatred 
have  contributed  to  clothe  the  divine  nature  in 
thofe  gloomy  terrors,  in  which  the  fuperftitions  of 
all  ages  have  more  or  Ids  inverted  it.  The  Deity 
has  appeared  in  the  mofi  difmal  forms,  where  his 
votaries  have  been  the  moft  unrelenting.  Placid 
manners,  on  the  other  hand,  and  a  benevolent  dii- 
pofnion,  naturally  reprefent  him  in  the  charms  ot 
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benignity  and  love.  Our  hearts  then  accord  with 
the  prornife  of  our  Saviour,  and  recommend  it  to 

our  faith — If  ye  forgive  men  their  trefpaffes ,  your 
heavenly  Father  will  alfo  forgive  you.  Put  on  there¬ 
fore,  my  brethren,  the  meeknefs  of  the  bleffed  Je- 
ius,  who  on  tne  crofs  prayed  for  his  murderers. 
Prove  yourfelves  to  be  the  children  of  your  Father 
who  is  in  Heaven,  by  that  fpirit  of  love  which  is 
his  image.  You  will  hereby  illuftrate  the  beauty 
of  Religion  in  the  view  of  men— you  will  augment 
and  extend  the  happinefs  of  fociety — you  will  cul¬ 
tivate  in  your  own  bofoms  the  rich  confolations  of 
piety,  and  the  hopes  of  eternal  life — and  you  will 
at  once  animate  your  devotions,  and  increafe  the 
happinefs  which  a  good  man  finds  in  them,  by 
lhengthening  your  faith  in  the  divine  mercy. 

Do  thou,  O  moft  holy  and  gracious  God  !  cre¬ 
ate  and  cherifh  in  our  hearts,  more  and  more, 
thefe  heavenly  difpofitions,  for  the  fake  of  Chrift 
our  Lord  !  To  whom  w  ith  thee,  and  the  eternal 
fpirit,  be  rendered  glory  everlafting.  Amen. 
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I  am  crucified  zvith  Chrifl  ;  never  thelefs  1  live  ;  yet 
not  /,  but  Chrifl  liveth  in  me  ;  and  the  life  which 
I  now  live  in  the  flejh ,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son 
of  God ,  who  loved  me,  and  gave  himfelffor  me . 

Hp  O  underftand  thefe  words,  it  is  necefiary  to 
A  attend  to  their  connection.  The  apoftle,  in 
the  former  part  of  the  epiftle,  vindicates  himfelf 
againft  the  mifreprefentations  of  falfe  teachers  in 
the  Galatian  Church  ;  who  alledged  that  he  was 
no  apoftle,  and  that  he  taught  doctrines  contrary 
to  Peter,  and  the  other  apoftles.  In  the  16th 
verfe  of  this  chapter,  he  begins  to  eftablifh  and 
defend  the  doctrine  of  juftification  by  faith,  which 
thefe  teachers  attempted  to  lubvert.  They  urged 
the  ftriCt  obfervance  of  the  ceremonial  law,  and 
particularly  of  circumcifion,  as  necefiary  to  falva- 
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tioru  The  apoftle,  on  the  other  hand,  excludes 
all  works,  whether  of  the  ceremonial  or  moral  law, 
from  having  any  influence  upon  it ;  and  directs 
to  fee k  righteoufnefs  only  through  faith  in  Chrift. 
He  likewife  anfwers  that  old  and  common  objec¬ 
tion  made  by  adverfanes,  that  if  perfons  be  not 
juftified  by  their  obedience  to  the  law,  then  a  door 
is  opened  to  licentioufnefs,  and  Chrift  becomes 
the  minifter  of  fin.  This  he  reje&s,  by  prefling 
holinefs,  or  a  ftridt  conformity  to  the  moral  law; 
and  left  they  might  fay,  that  this  was  building  again 
what  he  had  deftroyed ,  he  flhows,  that  faith  and  obe¬ 
dience  are  always  united ;  that  the  fame  faith, 
which  looks  to  Chrift  for  the  pardon  of  fin,  derives 
from  him  alfo,  ftrength  to  fubdue  it.  I  through  the 
laWy  fays  he,  in  the  19th  verfe,  am  dead  to  the  law , 
that  I  might  live  unto  God .  By  being  dead  to  the 
law,  we  are  not  to  underftand,  the  being  freed 
from  it  as  a  rule  of  life ;  but  the  not  putting  con¬ 
fidence  in  obedience  to  it,  for  juftification.  That 
obedience  which  the  Jaw  demands,  has  been  ful¬ 
filled  by  Chrift  the  furety  of  the  believer,  and  ac¬ 
cepted  in  his  behalf.  He  is  alfo  dead  to  the  law, 
as  being  delivered  from  the  curfe  of  it.  But 
though  the  law  has  neither  power  to  fave,  nor  to 
condemn  him,  yet  he  is  under  obligation  to  live 
unto  God.  His  being  indebted  to  Chrift,  is  fo 
far  from  excufing  him,  that  it  increafes  the  obli¬ 
gation,  and  is  the  moft  pow  erful  inducement  to 
holinefs  of  life.  This  the  apoftle  farther  explains 
and  enforces  in  the  text. 
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lam  crucified  with  Chrift .  “  Through  this  cru¬ 

cified  one,  I  die  to  the  law,  fin,  and  the  world  ; — 
and  my  death  refembles  his.  Neverthelefs,  as  he 
rofe  and  lives  forevermore,  fo  I  live  fpiritually ; 
having  grace  here,  the  earneft  of  future  glory. — 
Strictly  fpeaking,  however,  it  is  not  I  that  live.  I 
am  neither  the  caufe  nor  the  promoter  of  this  life ; 
but  Chrift  liveth  in  me  ;  by  his  fpirit  directing  the 
inclinations  of  my  heart.  And  the  life  which  I  now 
live  in  the  ficfJj ,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God. 
The  great  inftrumcnt  of  my  life  is,  a  firm  belief 
•that  Jefus,  who  was  crucified,  is  the  Son  of  God. 
Here  I  lay  hold  upon  the  hope  fet  before  me  ;  and 
this  hope  is  as  an  anchor  of  the  foul,  both  fare  and fed - 
faftA  The  apoftle  fpeaks  in  thefirft  perfon,  i,  and 
thus  declares  his  own  experience  with  refpedt  to 
the  dodtrine  he  defends.  This  was  his  condition, 
and  is  truly  the  condition  of  all  believers  ;  though 
they  may  not  be  able,  fo  clearly,  to  adopt  his 
language,  or  to  ufe  the  appropriating  words,  who 
loved  me,  and  gave  himfelffor  me. 

In  difcourfing  on  this  fubjedl,  I  fhall  diredlyour 
attention  to  the  leading  thoughts  ;  and  therefore, 

I  fhall  endeavor  to  fhow,  Firji ,  What  is  implied 
in  being  crucified  with  Chrift.— Secondly,  What  we 
are  to  underftand,  by  Chrift  living  in  the  believer ; 
and  point  out  the  great  influence  of  faith  in  the 
divine  life.  Or,  in  fewer  words,  fhow — How  the 
believer  dies,  and  how  he  lives. 

I.  Expreftions  fimilar  to  this,  of  being  crucified 
U  hh  Chrift ,  are  more  than  once  ufed  in  the  wxU 
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tings  of  the  apoftlc.  No  one  will  be  fo  weak  as  to 
imagine  that  Paul  was  a  fharer  with  Chrift  in  the 
merit  of  his  (ufferings.  Such  a  thought  would  be 
horrid  and  blafphemous.  Thus,  though  he  de¬ 
li  res  to  know  the  fellowftoip  of  his  f ufferings,  yet  he 
means  only,  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  them  and  be 
conformed  to  them  in  his  own.  Seeing  his  Lord 
fullered,  he  did  not  repine,  but  rejoiced  in  fuffer- 
ing  for  his  fake.  Accordingly  he  fays,  in  another 
place,  if  Jobe  that  we  fuffer  with  him.  How  fuf- 
fer  with  him  ?  He  means,  in  his  caufe  ;  and  by 
affiftance  derived  from  him.  This  is  a  part  of  con¬ 
formity  to  Chrift,  as  well  as  that  he  makes  their 
fufferings  his  own,  by  tenderly  fympathizing  with 
them,  {Lengthening  and  rewarding  them. — There 
is  implied  in  being  crucified  with  Chrift, 

Firft,  A  refilling  obedience  to  the  ceremonial 
law,  as  being  no  longer  neceiTary  to  falvation.  It 
was  only  temporary.  The  defign  being  fulfilled, 
it  ceafed  to  be  of  farther  ufe.  Fhe  law ,  fays  the  a- 

poflle,  was  our  fchool-mafter ,  to  bring  us  unto  Chrift, 
that  we  might  be  juftified  by  faith.  But  after  that 


faith  is  come ,  we  are  no  longer  under  a  fchool-mafter* 


Though  certain  erroneous  teachers  held  that  it 

•was  ftill  obligatory,  yet  he  declares,  that  he  was 
crucified  with  Chrift ;  that  his  death  put  an  end 


to  this  legal  fervice.  When  he  faid,  it  is  finifhed, 
this  law  was  abolilhed,  and  a  new  difpenfation  in¬ 
troduced. 


Secondly,  there  is  implied  a  chearfulnefs  in  un- 
going  all  that  fcorn  and  contempt  with  which  & 
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firm  adherence  to  the  doctrine  of  the  crofs  was  at¬ 
tended.  Chrift  crucified  was,  unto  the  Jews ,  a  fum¬ 
bling  block ,  and  unto  the  G reeks ,  fool if  hnefs.  Notwith¬ 
standing  the  offence  of  the  crofs,  the  oppofition  to 
it,  and  the  reproach  to  which  the  promoters  of  it 
were  expofed,  the  apoftle  was  not  ajhamed  of  the 
gofpel  of  Chrift .  While  his  enemies  in  the  Church 
conftrained  their  profelytes  to  he  circumcifed,  and 
gloried  in  it,  he  rejected,  with  deteftation,  the 
thought  of  glory  in  g,fave  in  the  crofs  of  our  Lord  Je - 
fus  Chrift . 

Suffice  it  juft  to  mention  thefe,  as  what  may  be 
implied  when  we  confider  the  fcope  of  the  epiftle* 
and  the  circumftances  of  Chriftians  in  the  primi¬ 
tive  ftate  of  the  Church. 

"Thirdly ,  There  is  implied  in  this  expreffion,  a 
partaking  of  the  merits  of  the  death  of  Chrift,  and 
the  being  dead  to  the  moral  law,  in  the  manner 
mentioned  in  the  preceding  verfe.  As  in  this 
and  other  places,  the  ceremonial  law  is  to  be  un- 
derftood,  fo  the  moral  is  evidently  to  be  included.. 

The  believer  is  juftified  on  account  of  the  per¬ 
fect  obedience  and  meritorious  death  of  Chrift ; 
the  one  anfwering  to  the  precept  of  the  law,  and 
the  other  to  the  violation  of  it.  Neither  of  thefe 
can  be  performed  in  his  own  perfon,  the  law  ad¬ 
mitting  of  no  lefs  than  a  perfect  obedience,  and 
the  fatisfacftion  it  requires  being  infinite.  This 
inability  does  not  arife  from  any  infufficiency  in 
the  law,  but  ftom  that  weaknefs  in  man,  which  has 
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taken  place  fince  the  fall.  For  what  the  law  could 
not  do,  in  that  it  was  weak  through  the  flejh,  God fend* 
ing  his  own  Son  in  the  likenefs  of  Jinful  fiefh,  and  for  fin 
condemned  fin  in  the  flejh  ;  that  the  right  eoufnefs  of  the 
law  might  be  fulfilled  in  us.  Jefus  Chrift,  being  eve¬ 
ry  way  equal  to  the  work  of  redemption,  hath  o- 
beyed  and  fullered  as  the  reprefentative  of  all  his 
Spiritual  feed.  This  righteoufnefs  is  imputed  to 
the  believer.  He  is  crucified  with  Chrift.  The 
demands  of  the  law  are  anfwered  for  him  by  Chrift, 
and  accepted  by  God.  In  the  plan  of  redemption, 
it  is  accounted  the  fame  as  if  the  believer  had 
done  it  perfonally. 

t  ~  ' 

In  the  firft  covenant,  Adam,  reprefenting  his 
pollerity,  by  his  failure,  involved  them  in  fin  and 
mifery :  in  the  fecond  covenant,  Chrifi,  reprefent¬ 
ing  his  chofen,  reftores  them  to  the  favor  of  God. 
For  as  by  one  man  s  difobedience  many  were  made  Jin- 
ners  ;  Jo  by  the  obedience  of  one,Jhall  many  be  made 
righteous.  There  is  therefore  now  no  condemnation  to 
them  which  are  in  Chrift  Jefus.  The  believer  renoun¬ 
ces  his  own  righteoufnefs  as  the  ground  of  confi¬ 
dence  before  God.  Any  thing  he  does  or  fuffers 
is  neither  whole  nor  part  of  the  righteoufnefs 
which  faves  him.  The  Apoftle,  in  the  third  chap¬ 
ter  of  his  epiftle  to  the  Philippians,  fets  this  mat¬ 
ter  in  a  clear  point  of  light.  If  any  other  man,  fays 
he,  thinketb  that  he  hath  whereof  he  might  truft  in  the 
flejh,  I  more .  Then  having  fummed  up  his  pri¬ 
vileges,  and  told  us,  that  touching  the  righteoufnefs 
which  is  in  the  law>  he  was  blamelcfs ,  he  adds.  But 


what  things  were  gain  to  me,  thoje  I  counted  lo/s  to  Chrifi. 
Tea  doubtlefs,  and  I  count  all  things  but  lo/s ,  for  the 
excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrijl  Jefus  my  Lord : 
for  zvhom  I  have  fuffered  the  lofs  of  all  things,  and  do 
count  them  but  dung  that  I  may  zvin  Chrijl ;  and  be 
found  in  him,  not  having  mine  own  right eoufnefs ,  which 
is  of  the  law,  but  that  which  is  through  the  faith  of 
Chrijl ,  the  right  eoufnefs  which  is  of  God  by  faith . — 
This  righteoufnefs,  which  is  imputed  to  the  be¬ 
liever,  as  the  only  foundation  of  his  acceptance 
with  God,  and  title  to  eternal  life,,  does  not  fuper- 
cede  the  neceffity  of  an  inherent  righteoufnefs. 
The  pardon  of  fin  and  the  deftrudtion  of  it  in  the 
foul,  are  infeparable  ;  and  therefore. 

In  the  fourth  place.  There  is  implied,  in  being 
crucified  with  Chrift,  an  experience  of  the  efficacy 
of  his  death.  This  is,  no  doubt,  an  important,  if 
not  the  principal  idea  in  the  words ;  and  which 
we  find  plainly  expreffed  in  the  following  paffages : 
Knowing  this  that  our  old  man  is  crucified  with  him , 
that  the  body  of  fin  might  be  dejtroyed ,  that  henceforth 
we  fhould  not  ferve  fin .  And  they ,  that  are  Chrffs, 
have  crucified  the  fiejh ,  with  the  affections  and  lufis. 
By  the  body  of  fin  in  the  one  place,  and  the  flefh 
in  the  other,  is  meant  that  corrupt  nature  which 
mankind  inherit  fince  their  apoftacy;  that  evil 
propenfity  and  oppofition  to  holinefs  which  is  in 
us.  It  has  been  called  the  power  or  dominion  of 
fin;  and  confifts  in  want  of  conformity  to  God,, 
and  a  difpofition  to  offend,. 
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The  perfon  who  is  crucified  with  Chrifb  is,  in 
feme  meafurc,  brought  to  this  conformity,  the 
power  of  fin  being  fubdued.  The  obedience  and 
death  of  Chrift  produce  this,  as  in  confequence  of 
thefe,  the  holy  fpirit  creates  anew  the  heart,  and 
cherifhes  holy  defires  and  refolutions.  Under  the 
influence  of  this  bleffed  agent,  the  believer  is  fanc- 
tified  and  prepared  for  the  enjoyment  of  God. 
The  great  means  of  carrying  on  this  work,  are  the 
truths  of  the  everiafting  gofpel  ;  efpecially  thole 
which  refpect  the  fufferings  and  death  of  the  Sa¬ 
viour. 

The  contemplation  of  this  amazing  object  cru¬ 
cifies  fin  in  the  foul.  Here  is  a  difplay  of  the 
holinefs  and  juftice  of  God.  He  is  fo  holy,  that 
he  will  manifeft  his  abhorrence  of  fin  ;  and  fo  juft, 
that  he  will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty.  Thefe 
perfections  of  Deity,  fhining  in  the  fufferings  of 
Chrift,  burn  up  the  drofs  of  fin,  and  infpire  with 
the  ftrongeft  deteftation  againft  it.  Here  is  a 
difplay  of  love  and  mercy  fufficient  to  melt  the 
foul  and  ftir  up  every  grateful  feeling.  Holinefs, 
juftice,  and  mercy  are  fwectly  blended.  Sin  is 
punifhed  and  the  (inner  faved.  Pardon  is  free 
and  unbounded,  and  yet  fin  difcountenanced ; 
nay,  effectually  deftroyed,  expires  on  the  crofs. 
Every  view  the  believer  takes  of  his  bleeding  Sa¬ 
viour,  fin  receives  a  wound.  He  looks  upon  him 
whom  he  has  pierced  and  mourns.  He  fullers 
real  agony,  in  that  his  fins  were  the  occalion  of 
his  bitter  death ;  his  fins,  the  nails  and  fpear 
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that  pierced  his  facred  body,  and  opened  thofe 
wounds  which  ftreamed  falvation  to  the  children 

of  men.  Thus  is  the  believer  crucified  with 
Chrift  ;  and  the  death  of  fin  in  him,  refembles  a 
crucifixion.  It  was  a  painful,  fhameful,  lingering, 
and  accurfed  death  ;  and  fo  is  the  death  of  fin. 

It  is  painful.  The  firft  entrance  upon  a  religi¬ 
ous  courfe  is  difficult ;  and  the  more  fo,  where 
fin  has  long  had  the  dominion.  Converfion  is  a 
ftraight  gate  through  which  we  muft  pals,  and 
holinefs  a  narrow  way,  in  which  we  muft  walk  to 
eternal  life.  The  finner’s  return  to  God  is  liken¬ 
ed  by  our  Saviour  to  a  fecond  birth,  and,  among 
other  reafons,  becaufe  it  is  painful.  The  Chrifti- 
an  life  is  compared  to  a  race,  to  a  fight,  and  fuch 
things  in  which  vigorous  exertions  are  required. 
There  are  many  lufts  dear  as  a  right  eye  and  a 
right  hand  which  muft  be  plucked  out  and  cut  off. 
If  any  man  will  come  after  me>  fays  Chrift,  let  him 
deny  himfelf  and  take  up  his  crofs  and  follow  me.  We 
muft  be  denied  to  ourfelves  and  to  the  world  ;  dif¬ 
ficulties  are  to  be  furmounted,  temptations  refift- 
ed,  injuries  forgiven,  and  reproaches  endured. 
This  is  a  painful  work,  often  like  to  be  overcome, 
and  ftill  renewing  the  combat.  The  Apoftle, 
groaning  under  the  weight  of  corruption,  cried, 
O  wretched  man  that  I  am>  who  fall  deliver  me  from 
the  body  of  this  death  ! 

Again,  It  is  fhameful.  When  iniquities  pre¬ 
vail,  the  believer  is  covered  with  ftiame  and  con- 
fufion  of  face.  This  may  rife  to  fuch  a  degree. 


that  he  will  be  tempted  toceafefrom  feekingGocL 
After  a  bafe  and  ungrateful  condudt,  he  is  afraid  to 
appear  in  the  divine  prefence ;  when  he  docs,  he 
abhors  himfelf  and  repents  in  duft  and  ajhes .  The 
Pi  aim  ill,  convinced  of  his  error,  made  this  ac¬ 
knowledgment — So  foolifh  was  I  and  ignorant :  1 
was  as  a  beaft  before  thee .  When  the  Saviour,  af¬ 
ter  an  unkind  and  untender  walk,  condefcends  to 
give  us  tokens  of  his  love,  and  {hew  us,  as  he  did 
unbelieving  Thomas,  his  hands  and  his  fide,  howv 
is  fin  crucified  with  fhame  ! 

Again,  The  death  of  fin  is  very  lingering.  It  is 
dying  from  the  moment  Chrift  is  formed  in  the 
foul,  till  glory  commences.  To  what  end  are  the 
means  of  grace  ?  To  what  end  the  numerous  afflic¬ 
tions  and  temptations  which  befal  the  Chriftian,  as 
he  paffes  through  life,  but  todeftroy  fin?  And  yet 
it  ftill  lives.  It  withdraws  but  to  return ;  it  deeps 
but  to  awake  again.  Like  a  monfter  of  many 
heads,  though  deprived  of  one,  it  has  another ; 
nay,  one  fhoots  out  from  the  place  another  was 
lopped  off. 

Moreover,  the  death  of  the  crofs  was  an  accurf- 
ed  death  ;  infiifted  on  none  but  thofe  guilty  of  the 
blackeft  crimes ;  fuch  as  were  accurfed  of  men, 
and  held  to  be  accyrfed  of  God  too.  Sin  is  that 
which  has  introduced  death  into  the  world  and  all 
our  wo  ;  is  that  abominable  thing  which  the  Lord 
hates ;  and,  therefore,  is  the  objedl  of  the  greateffc 
hatred  with  the  believer.  He  feeks  the  deflruflion 
of  it  without  mercy. 
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From  thefe  confiderations  we  may  fee  the  pro¬ 
priety  and  force  of  this  expreffion,  crucified  with 
Chrifiy  and  all  of  the  like  kind  in  fcripture. 

%  w  '  '  >4  i 

Jn  the  laft  place.  There  is  implied  a  felf-denied 
temper  towards  this  prefent  world.  Though  this 
may  be  included  in  the  former  particulars,  yet  it 
may  be  confidered  as  fomething  diftinct,  and  is  of 
importance  in  the  prefent  fubjecft.  God  forbid, 
fays  the  ApofUe,  that  1 JJoould glory,  fave  in  the  crofs 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift ,  by  whom  the  world  is  crucifi¬ 
ed  unto  me,  and  I  unto  the  zvorld.  We  cannot  argue 
from  hence,  that  we  Ihould  call  oft'  all  care  and 
concern  about  the  world  ;  nor  that  every  degree  of 
ftefire  after,  and  delight  in  the  things  of  the  world 
is  finful  j  nor  yet  that  we  are  to  withdraw  ourfelves 
from  the  company  and  converfation  of  the  men  of 
the  world  :  but  that,  from  a  fenfe  of  the  vanity  and 
emptinefs  of  the  world,  our  hopes  and  expectations 
of  happinefs  ought  not  to  be  placed  upon  it,  and 
that  we  ought  to  cheerfully  part  with  every  earthly 
thing,  and  go  to  death  for  Chrift,  if  he  calls  us  to 
it.  Hear  his  own  words  :  He,  that  love th  father  or 
mother  more  than  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me:  and  he,  that 
loveth  Jon  or  daughter  more  than  me,  is  not  worthy  of 
me .  And  he,  that  taketh  not  his  crofs  and  followetb  af¬ 
ter  me,  is  not  worthy  of  me.  He  that  findeth  his  life 
Jhall  lofe  it:  and  he,  that  lofeth  his  life  for  my  fake  fall 
find  it.  He  hatn  likevvife,  in  this  refpecft,  left  us 
an  example  that  we  Ihould  follow  his  fteps.  He 
was  denied  to  the  ricnes  and  honors  of  this  world; 
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and  for  the  joy  that  was  Jet  before  him,  endured  the 
erofs,  defpifing  the  fhame. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  church,  the  profeffion  of 
the  Religion  of  jefus  expofed  perfons  to  the  haz¬ 
ard  of  their  lives  and  eftates,  and  particularly  the 
publifners  of  the  Gofpel  could  expedl  nothing  elfe 
but  a  conftant  feene  of  difficulties  and  perfecution. 
The  Apoffle  has  recorded  many  trials  and  diftref- 
fes  which  he  encountered  ;  and,  it  is  laid,  that  he 
fuffered  a  violent  death  at  laid  :  fo  that  there  is  a 
peculiar  emphaffs  in  his  faying,  that  he  was  cruci¬ 
fied  with  Chrift.  Every  believer,  indeed,  ought 
to  be  a  martyr  in  his  temper,  and  hang  fo  loofe  to 
this  world  and  its  enjoyments ;  nay,  to  life  itfelf, 
that  he  may  readily  part  with  all  to  win  Chrift. 

Thefe  things  are  implied  in  the  crucifixion  o T 
the  believer.  I  proceed  now, 

II.  To  confider  his  life.  Chrift  liveth  in  him  ; 
and  the  life  which  he  now  lives  in  the  fiefh,  is  by 
the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God. 

This  is  the  divine  or  fpiritual  life,  which  he 
lives  in  confequence  of  fin  being  mortified,  and 
the  heart  renewed.  As  he  dies  to  fin,  fo  he  riles  to 
holinefs.  So  we  are  taught  in  thefe  words — That 
ye  put  off,  concerning  the  former  converfation ,  the  old 
man ,  which  is  corrupt ,  according  to  the  deceitful  lifts  ; 
And  be  renewed  in  the  j 'pint  of  your  mind;  and  that 
ye  put  on  the  new  man ,  which ,  after  God,  is  created  in 
righteoufnefs  and  true  holinefs .  Here  is  the  corrupt 
nature,  called  the  old  man,  which  is  put  off,  or 
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crucified  with  Chrift ;  and  the  fpiritual  life  called 
the  new  man,  becaufe  a  new  principle  is  infufed  ; 
and  this  new  man  is  the  image  of  God,  confiding 
in  righteoufnefs  and  true  holinefs.  It  is  the  con¬ 
formity  of  our  natures  to  the  holy  nature  of  God, 
and  the  conformity  of  our  lives  to  the  will  of  God- 

The  manner  in  which  Chrift  lives  in  the  believ¬ 
er,  is  by  his  holy  {pint,  who  begins  and  carries  on 
tne  divine  life.  We  cannot  make  ourfelves  alive 
to  God.  1  hat  Almighty  power  which  called,  La¬ 
zarus  come  forth,  muft  call  us  from  the  death  of  fin. 
That  divine  fpirit,  who  quickened  the  dead  body  of 
the  Saviour,  when  it  lay  in  the  tomb,  muft  quick¬ 
en  our  fouls  to  a  life  of  grace.-— Having  begun  the 
work,  he  carries  it  on  to  perfection ;  and,  for  this 
purpofe,  he  dwells  and  lives  in  believers ;  incites 
holy  defires  ;  diredls  the  meditations  of  the  heart ; 
enables  them  to  overcome  and  fubdue  their  lufts  j 
ftrengthens  them  under  ^fflieftions ;  and  quickens 
them  in  the  way  of  duty.  Chrift  thus  living  in 
them,  they  are  actuated  by  the  fame  temper,  and 
feexv  the  fame  things.  They  imitate  his  example, 
ana  endeavor  to  refemble  him,  as  far  as  their  na¬ 
ture  and  circumftances  will  admit. 

The  great  inftrument  of  this  fpiritual  life  is 
faith.  By  this  they  are  united  to  the  Son  of  God  ; 
depend  upon  his  merits  for  pardon,  and  derive  in¬ 
fluences  for  fanctification.  It  is  called  the  faith  of 
the  Son  of  God ,  becaufe  he  is  the  great  objedl  of  it, 
and  becaufe  it  is  oi  his  beft owing.  Perhaps  there 
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is  fomething  in  this  phrafe  more  peculiar  to  the 
time  in  which  the  apoftle  lived.  The  faith  of  the 
Son  of  God  ;  that  is,  a  firm  belief  that  Jefus  of 
Nazareth,  who  was  crucified  on  Calvary,  was  the 
true  and  expected  Meffiah ;  that  he  was  no  im- 
poftor,  but  really  the  Son  of  God  ;  that  he  rofe  a- 
gain  and  afcended  up  into  Heaven ;  and  that  there 
is  forgivenefs  of  fins  through  his  blood.  Thefe 
were  the  great  truths  upon  which  the  apoftle  in¬ 
filled  in  his  difeourfes,  and  propofed  for  the  belief 
of  his  hearers.  When  he  preached  at  Athens,  we 
.find  that  fome  faid.  He  feemetb  to  be  a  fetter  forth  of 
fl range  Gods  •  becaufe  he  preached  unto  them  Jefus ,  and 
the  refuf re  Elion .  To  have  a  proper  notion  how  the 
dodtrine  of  a  crucified  Saviour  appeared  at  its  firft 
publication,  we  mu  ft  imagine  ourfelves  in  their 
place,  with  all  their  prejudices  in  favor  of  a  falfe 
religion.  Among  us  we  are  early  initiated  in  the 
Chriftian  fyftem,  and  taught  from  childhood,  that 
Jefus  is  the  Son  of  God,  the  true  and  only  Saviour ; 
and,  therefore,  we  are  in  danger  of  contenting  our¬ 
felves  with  a  belief  merely  fpeculative.  There  was 
not  fo  much  danger  at  the  firft  publication  of  the 
gofpel ;  becaufe  it  can  hardly  be  admitted,  that 
any  would  embrace  a  religion  fo  contrary  to  hu¬ 
man  wifdom— attended  with  fuch  ignominy  and 
reproach — and,  withal,  expofing  its  friends  to  fo 
much  hazard  and  difficulty,  unlefs  they  felt  the 
power  of  it,  and  were  fincere  in  their  profeffion. 
What  multitudes  profefs  it  now,  whofe  lives  loud¬ 
ly  teftify  againft  them  !  If  they  believe  him  to  be 
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the  Son  of  God,  where  is  the  efficacy  of  his  death 
upon  them  ?  Where  that  transformation  into  the 
divine  image,  which  always  accompanies  a  view 
of  divine  glory,  ffiining  in  the  fufferings  of  this 
wonderful  perfon  ? 

Faith  in  Chrift,  as  being  the  Son  of  God,  is  that 
by  which  every  believer  lives.  Allow  me,  in  a  few 
particulars,  to  point  out  its  influence. 

.•  *  *  •  •<  c  '•  *  \  t 

Ftrft,  Faith  is  that  add  of  the  foul,  which  receives 
and  rdds  upon  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  for  par¬ 
don  and  acceptance  with  God.  The  believer, 
convinced  of  his  guilt,  unworthinefs, .and  utter 
inability,  accepts  the  free  older  of  falvation,  made 
in  the  gofpel,  as  his  only  ground  of  hope.  This 
exercife  he  has  occafion  often  to  repeat ;  not  that 
his  juftifkation  before  God  is  incomplete,  or  that 
he  needs  to  be  often  juftified ;  but  that  a  mani- 
feftation  of  his  intereft  in  the  fulnefs  of  Chrift,  is 
neceflary  to  his  encouragement  and  comfort. 

Secondly ,  By  faith,  influences  are  derived,  for 
the  mortification  of  fin  and  the. promotion  of- holi- 
nefs.  He  that  abideth  in  me,  faith  Chrift,  and  I  hi 
him,  the  fame  bringeth  forth  much  fruit :  for  without 
me, ye  can  do  nothing.  The  fubftance  of  thefe  things 
having  been  already  faid,  all  that  may  be  neceflary 
to  add  is,  that  although  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift 
be  the  meritorious  caufe  of  juftification,  and  the 
fpirit  of  Chrift  the  efficacious  caufe  of  fandtifica*- 
tion,  yet  faith  is  that  which  interefts  us  in  thefe, 
blefings,  and  is  the  mean  of  their  conveyance. 
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Once  more,  Faith  influences  the  believer  to  live 
with  regard  to  another  world.  It  is  defcribed  in 
the  epiftle  to  the  Hebrews,  to  be,  the fubftance  of 
things  hoped  for,  the  evidence  of  things  not  feen.  It 
is  a  confident  expectation  of  the  things  which  God 
hath  promifed.  It  realizes  the  invifible  glories  of 
a  future  Fate,  and  cauies  us  to  believe  them  as 
firongly  as  what  we  fee  with  the  bodily  eyes.  The 
men  of  the  world  live  by  fenfe.  External  objeds 
engage  the  whole  of  their  attention  and  affections. 
I  he  things  of  another  world  are  future  and  invifi¬ 
ble;  and,  therefore,  they  do  not  flrike  and  af- 
fedt  them.  It  is  faith  which  makes  them  prefent 
and  vifible. 

The  belie  ver  feeks  a  better  country ,  that  is  an 
heavenly .  He  knows  that  if  the  earthly  houfe  of  this 
tabernacle  were  dijfolvedy  he  has  a  building  of  Gody  an 
houfe  not  made  with  hands ,  eternal  in  the  heavens . — 
What  though  difficulties  befet  him  on  every  fide? 
It  is  the  promife  of  a  gracious  God,  that  all  things 
fhall  work  together  for  his  good .  The  prefent  afflic¬ 
tions  are  light  and  momentary,  compared  to  an 
exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory.  What  though 
he  is  now  immured  in  frail  flefh  and  blood  ?  Be¬ 
fore  long  this  mortal  fhall  put  on  immortality y  and  he 
fhall  be  made  inconceivably  happy  in  the  pure 
manfions  of  heavenly  glory.  He  may  be  firipped 
of  every  earthly  comfort,  but  there  is  a  joy  which 
ho  man  can  take  from  him.  Amidft  the  vain  and 
Ihifting  feehes  of  life,  he  has  an  immoveable  rock 
to  lean  upon ;  Jcfus  Chrifl  the  fame  ycjlcrdayy  and  too 


LINN. 


277 

day,  and  for  ever .  Perfecutors  may  kill  the  body, 
but  the  foul  is  incapable  of  injury.  This  heavenly 
fpark  (hall  furvive  the  rage  of  men,  and  the  malice 
of  devils;  afcend  to  the  God  of  all  confoiation; 
be  re-united  to  the  body,  fafhioned  like  unto  the 
glorious  body  of  Chrift,  and  be  ever  with  him. 

Faith  prefenting  thefe  things,  and  affording  a 
fure  expectation  of  them,  influences  the  Chriftian 
to  live  above  this  world;  and  to  raife  his  views 
to  an  inheritance  incorruptible,  and  unde  filed,  and  that 
fade  lb  not  away,  referved  in  heaven  for  him . 

Let  us  now  turn  our  attention  to  feme  im-, 
provement  of  this  fubjedt. 

Firf,  Learn,  my  brethren,  that  the  Religion  of 
Jefus,  leads  to  ftridi  holinefs  of  heart  and  life.  If 
any  tell  you,  that  the  dodtrine  of  falvation, 
through  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  en¬ 
courages  fin,  believe  them  not ;  for  feripture  and 
experience  contradict  it.  Who  live  the  beft  ? — 
Thofe  who  contend  for  free  grace,  or  thofe  who 
reft  upon  their  works?  It  too  often  happens,  that 
thofe  who  boaft  of  their  works,  have  the  leaft  to 
fhow ;  and  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  that  they 
have  never,  fufficiently,  feen  the  depravity  of  their 
own  hearts,  and  the  fpirituality  and  extent  of  the 
divine  law. 

While  we  are  juftified  freely  through  the  re¬ 
demption  that  is  in  Chrift,  including  both  his  ac¬ 
tive  and  paffive  obedience,  there  is  the  powerful 
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operation  of  grace  to  form  the  heart.  Shall  it  be 
laid,  if  Chrift  obeyed  the  preceptive  part  of  the 
law  in  our  room,  what  obedience  is  left  for  us  ? 
This  very  objection,  in  fubftance,  has  been  anfwer- 
ed  long  ago,  by  an  infpired  pen.  Shall  we  conti - 
nue  in  fin ,  that  grace  may  abound  ?  God  forbid :  how, 
Jhall  we  that  are  dead  to  fin ,  live  any  longer  therein  t 
A  dependance  upon  the  acftive  obedience  of  Chrift, 
for  a  title  to  eternal  life,  and  obedience  in  our  own 
perfons  are  not  inconfiftent  either  in  fentiment  or 
practice.  For  he  that  is  dead ,  is  freed  from  fin . 
Now  if  we  be  dead  with  Chrift ,  we  believe  that  we 
Jhall  alfo  live  with  him .  It  is  impoffible  that  be¬ 
lievers  fhould  live  in  fin ;  becaufe  it  is  weakened 
on  their  firft  union  with  Chrift,  and  afterwards 
gradually  deftroyed.  Grace  is  communicated  for 
this  purpofe,  and  their  obligations  to  obedience 
are  infinite.  The  love  of  Chrift  conftrains  them. 
It  certainly  affords  a  moft  encouraging  reflection, 
that  in  the  Lord,  is  not  only  righteoufnefs  but 
flrength,  This  is  a  fource  of  joy  and  comfort. 
This  quickens  and  animates  in  the  ways  of  holinefs. 

Secondly ,  This  fubjeff  ought  to  be  faithfully  im¬ 
proved  for  the  trial  of  ourfelves.  As  far  as  we 
hear  with  application,  fo  far  we  hear  properly. 
When  we  hear  the  ftate  of  a  believer  defcribed, 
ought  we  not  to  afk  ourfelves,  have  we  experienced 
any  thing  like  it?  Or,  is  it  new,  ftrange,  and  un¬ 
intelligible  to  us  ? — Thefe  things  concern  us  all, 
and  require  our  attention  nowT,  as  much  as  when 
they  were  firft  written ;  for  it  ever  will  remain 
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true,  that  the  believer  is  crucified  with  Chrift; 
that  Chrift  lives  in  him  ;  and  that  he  lives  by  faith, 
in  the  manner  which  has  been  explained.  Know 
ye,  then,  what  thefe  mean  ?  Have  you  reafon  to 
believe  that  you  are  interefted  in  the  merits  of 
Chrift  ?  Is  the  power  of  fin  broken  in  your  fouls? 
Do  you  defire  the  death  of  it,  root  and  branch  ? 
Do  you  know7  what  it  is  to  live  by  faith?  Have 
you  ever  had  fuch  an  afteCting  view  of  the  Son  of 
God  fuffering  in  the  room  of  finners,  that  your 
hearts  were  melted  to  genuine  forrow  for  fin,  and 
you  made  willing  to  furrender  yourfelves  without 
refer ve  to  him  ?  And  have  you  been  frequently 
ufed  to  fuch  exercifes  ? 

Perhaps,  fome  are  faying,  <c  We  have  never  been 
able  to  anfwer  thefe  queftions  fatisfadtorily  to  our- 
felves.  At  times,  we  have  had  ground  of  hope, 
but  prefently  we  were  in  darknefs  again.  We  find 
the  principle  of  fin  fo  ftrong  within  us,  that  we 
fear  it  has  never  been  crucified.  Evil  thoughts, 
in  multitudes,  break  in  upon  us ;  our  affections 
are  fo  earthly  ;  we  feel  fuch  coldnefs  and  wander¬ 
ing  in  duty  ,*  nay,  fometimes  fin  appears  to  have 
the  entire  fvvay ;  and  therefore,  wre  are  ready  to 
conclude,  that  we  are  not  the  children  of  God.’* 
If  you  are  fenfible  of  thefe  things ;  if  you  ftrive  a- 
againft  them ;  and  if  you  fpread  them  as  matter 
of  complaint  before  God,  they  do  not  make  againft 
you.  It  is  not  expected  that  fin  fihould  be  fully 
dead.  Live  and  ftir  it  will ;  elfe  there  wrould  be 
no  occafion  of  a  warfare.  If  there  were  no  pain 
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and  ftruggle,  and  groaning,  where  would  be.  the 
propriety  of  calling  it  a  crucifixion  ?  The  queftion 
is,  Do  you  truly  hate  all  fin,  and  defire  deliver¬ 
ance  from  it  more  than  from  any  thing  befides  ? 
Is  the  way  of  falvation  precious  to  you  on  this  ve¬ 
ry  account,  becaufe  it  has  provided  for  the  death 
of  fin  ?  Have  you  often  an  affcdting  fenfe  of  the 
holy  nature  of  God,  and  your  great  difconformity 
to  him  ?  Can  you  adopt  the  language  of  the  Pfalm- 
iit,  1  have Jeen  an  end  of  all  perfection  ;  but  thy  com¬ 
mandment  is  exceeding  broad?  1  he  more  you  have 
ofthis  exercifeyhe  more  it  evinces  the  truth  of  your 
Religion.  It  is  a  bad  fign,  when  we  find,  in  our- 
felves,  no  caufe  of  complaint. 

Some,  it  may  be,  have  blafphemous  thoughts 
fue’P'efied  to  their  minds ;  are  tempted  to  doubt 

DO  . 

the  very  exiftence  of  a  God,  and  the  reality  of  all 
Religion.  Neither  is  this  an  evidence  of  the  want 
of  grace  ;  but  that  Satan  defires  to  Jift  them  as 
wheat.  A  per  foil  is  not  accountable  for  thefe 
thoughts,  unlefs  they  are  harbored  and  encouraged 
in  his  breaft. 

.Examine,  then,  and  try  yourfeives. — Beware  of 
presumption  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  tempting 
God  on  the  other,  by  defpifing  the  day  of  imall 
things.  If  you  deiire,  above  all,  the  favor  of  God ; 
if  yau  would  not  willingly  indulge  yourfeives  in 
any  known  fin;  if  you  are  endeavoring  to  have 
your  h  earts  right  with  God,  and  are  fincerely  en¬ 
gaged  i'a  the  way  of  duty :  though  iniquities  pre- 
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vail  againft  you,  and  though  you  walk  in  darknefs 
and  have  no  light,  yet  there  is  reafon  to  expert 
that  God  will,  in  due  time,  lift  up  the  light  of  his 
countenance  upon  you,  and  put  gladnefs  in  your 
hearts.  Wait  on  the  Lord :  he  of  good  courage ,  and 
he  Jhall  ftrengthen  thine  heart:  wait  I  fay  on  the  Lord* 

But  do  not  fome  of  you,  my  hearers,  know,  up¬ 
on  reflection,  that  you  are  ftrangers  to  the  exercifes 
which  have  been  deferibed  ?  The  natural  man  re¬ 
ceive  th  not  the  things  of  the fpirit  of  God :  for  they  are 
foolifhnefs  unto  him  ;  neither  can  he  knew  them^  b’ecaufe 
they  are  fpiritUally  difeerned.  Crucified  and  yet 
live  !  Not  live,  but  Chrift  lives  in  them !  Live  a 
natural  life,  and  yet  by  faith,  a  fpiritual  one !  On 
earth,  and  yet  the  affections  and  converfation  ini 
Heaven  !  What  paradoxes  are  thefe  !  How  myfte- 
rious  and  difficult  a  thing  to  be  a  Chriftian !— O 
beftir  yourfelves  and  fet  about  the  great  work* 
Dream  not  of  happinefs  while  you  are  fecure  and 
unconcerned.  While  fin  reigns  in  you,  and  while 
you  neglect  the  means  of  grace,  on  what  founda¬ 
tion  can  you  hope  for  eternal  life  ?  By  nature,  you 
are  oppofed  to  good,  and  wholly  inclined  to  evil; 
and  unlefs  changed  by  grace,  you  can  never  inhe- 
uttne  kingdom  of  God.  You  muft  be  crucified 
to  your  own  righteoufnefs,  to  your  luffs,  and  to  the 
world,  if  ever  you  arrive  there.  It  is  no  matter 
what  any  man  profeffes,  that  is,  it  will  not  avail 
for  his  falvation,  unlefs  it  influence  the  practice; 
unlefs  the  Son  of  God  cover  the  foul  with  his  per¬ 
fect  righteoufnefs,  and  imprefs  on  it  the  divine 
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image.  To  this  I  would  bring  you,  my  hearers, 
and  unlefs  you  are  brought  to  this,  though  your 
fouls  were  worth  ten  thoufand  worlds,  they  muft 
fall  under  the  juftice  of  the  great  and  terrible  God. 

Suffer  the  word  of  exhortation,  to  turn  and  live. 
Thofe  fins  you  fo  dearly  love  will  be  your  ruin. 
Be  perfuaded  to  part  with  them.  Your  carnal 
joys  and  pleafures  will  lead  you  down  to  the  regi¬ 
on  of  forrow.  Be  entreated  to  difmifs  them.  You 
walk  on  a  dreadful  flippery  precipice,  and  be¬ 
neath  you  are  everlafting  burnings.  Proceed  not 
a  ftep  further.  While  there  is  hope,  turn.  Be¬ 
take  you  to  the  duties  of  Religion.  Call  upon  the 
Lord,  that  you  perifh  not.  Lay  hold  on  the  righ- 
teoufnefs  of  Chrift.  He  is  able  and  willing  to  fave 
you.  You  ought  not  to  hefitate  a  moment,  when 
your  all  is  at  flake.  Receive  an  offered  Saviour, 
and  you  fhall  be  happy  in  foul  and  body  for  ever, 
Negledt  him,  and  you  muft  be  eternally  wretched. 
There  is  falvation  in  no  other;  and  there  is  a  com¬ 
plete  one  in  him.  There  is  the  pardon  of  fin,  by 
his  blood,  and  the  death  of  fin  by  his  fpirit.  There 
is  peace  of  confcience,  guidance  through  life,  com¬ 
fort  in  trouble,  joy  more  than  can  be  expreffed, 
with  every  necelfary  grace ;  and  a  happinefs  after 
death,  rifing  to  the  very  height  of  your  wifhes  and 
lading  as  God  himfelf.  Why  then  fhould  you 
continue  in  the  love  and  practice  of  fin  ?  Why  in 
the  neglect  of  known  duty  ?  Why  fhould  Religion 
be  deferred  for  a  Angle  day  or  hour  ?  Have  not 
fame  of  you  deferred  it  fo  often  already,  as  to  con- 
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vince  you  that  this  is  the  mod  grofs  delufion  ? 

Think  not  of  a  time  to  come.  We  truft  in  vain 

to  futurity.  Before  the  fetting  fun,  your  eyes  and 

mine  may  be  clofed  in  the  fleep  of  death,  heboid , 

now  is  the  accepted  time ;  behold,  now  is  the  day  of 

Jalvation.  This  day,  and  not  the  next ;  this  hour, 

and  not  the  next ;  this  moment,  and  not  the  next. 

Whatfoever  thy  bandfindeth  to  do,  do  it  with  thy  might ; 

for  there  is  no  work,  nor  device,  nor  knowledge,  not 
«>  _ 

wifdom ,  in  the  grave  whither  thou  goefi. 

To  conclude,  thofe  of  you,  my  brethren,  wnofc 
confciences  teftify,  that  you  are  not  Grangers  to 
thefe  fpiritual  exercifes,  ftrive  to  grow  more  and 
more  in  conformity  to  God.  This  is  the  beft  e- 
vidence  of  your  fmcerity.  You  have  not  already 
attained ,  neither  are  already  perfect*— Learn  that 
your  only  help  is  laid  on  the  righteoufnefs  and 
ilrength  of  your  exalted  Redeemer.  Live  by  faith 
in  him.  Of  his  fulnefs  receive ,  and  grace  for  grace . 
Be  not  difeouraged  under  any  difficulties ;  being 
confident  of  this  very  thing ,  that  he  which  hath  begun  a 
good  work  in  you,  zvill  perform  it  until  the  day  ofjefus 
Chrift:  Unto  them  that  look  for  hmjhall  he  appear  the 
fecond  time ,  without  fin,  unto  falvation* 
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I  S  A  I  A  «  lvii.  21. 

Lb  ere  is  no  peace,  faith  ray  God ,  to  the  wicked . 


OU  will  eaiily  remember,  my  brethren,  that 


A  feme  time  ago,  I  had  the  happinefs  of  ad¬ 
drefling  you  on  the  profpect  of  a  fafe  and  honora¬ 
ble  peace  being  reftored  to  our  diflrefled  land. — * 
You  were  then  pleafed  to  hear  me  with  attention  ; 
and  your  patriotifm  kindly  approved  what  was 
fincerely  aimed  to  exprefs  our  joy,  and  excite  our 
gratitude  to  the  munificent  Donor  of  all  things. 
It  is  hoped  that  we  and  fucceeding  generations, 
will  continue  to  enjoy  temporal  peace  and  prof- 
perity. 


Note. 


*  The  two  following  Sermons  were  written  and  preached  in 
Fennfylvania,  foon  after  the  eftablilhme-nt  of  peace,  in  the  year 
1783.  Several  reafons  have  induced  the  author  to  retain  nearly 
;he  original  form. 
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BiUj  while  we  rejoice  in  the  goodnefs  of  the 
Lord,  we  ought  to  remember,  that  our  duration 
in  this  world  is  fhort — that  only  they  can  be  hap¬ 
py  who  enjoy  the  divine  favor— nay,  that  without 
this,  prcfent  advantages  will  make  our  condemn¬ 
ation,  at  lad,  the  more  terrible.  Let  none,  there¬ 
fore,  fay  to  their  fouls,  “  Take  your  eafe— the  de- 
iolation  of  war  is  now  over- — our  difficulties  are  re¬ 
moved— and  peace  and  plenty  have  once  more 
taken  up  their  habitation  with  us  for  the  Lord 
declares,  in  the  words  of  the  text,  'There  is  no  peace 
to  the  wicked.  Though  the  long  and  bloody  con** 
flidt  is  at  an  end,  yet  if  we  have  not  a  proper  tem¬ 
per  towards  God,  we  are  ftill  in  the  utmoft  dan¬ 
ger  ;  if  not  in  this  world,  yet  in  that  which  is  to 
come  ;  when  he  will  render  to  every  one  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  works,  and  pour  out  his  wrath  on  the 
wicked  without  any  mixture  of  mercy. 


To  alarm  our  fears,  and  excite  us  to  feek  the 
Lord  while  he  may  be  found,  I  {hall,  with  plain- 
nefs  and  freedom,  ffiiow,  Firjl,  Who  come  under 
the  defeription  of  the  wicked  ;  and.  Secondly ,  In 
what  refpects  there  is  no  peace  to  fuch. 


I.  In  general,  all  they  are  properly  denominated 
wicked  who  have  never  undergone  a  change  of 
heart.  Mankind,  by  nature,  have  no  inclination 
to  the  fervice  of  God.  They  are  reprefented  in 
feripture,  as  without  ftrengtb  and  ungodly — as  dead 
in  trefpa  ffes  and  Jins — as  enemies  in  their  minds  by 
wicked  works,,  and  even  as  enmity  itfelf  againft  God. 
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Hence  arifes  the  neceiiity  of  a  great  and  fuperna- 
tural  change ;  which  our  Saviour  compares  to  a 
fecond  birth ;  and  it  is  fet  forth  by  other  fimilitudes 
in  the  writings  of  the  apoftles.  It  is  likened  to  a 
refurre&ion — to  a  new  creation — to  a  t  ran  flat  ion  from 
darknefs  to  light ;  all  which  teach  us,  that  before 
we  can  be  accepted  of  God,  and  entitled  to  his 
favor,  fome  extraordinary  v/ork  muff  take  place 
upon  us.  To  deny  this,  we  mull  reject  both  rca- 
fon  and  revelation  ;  for  both  confpire  in  declaring 
that  man  is  degenerate,  and  that  while  he  contin¬ 
ues  in  this  ftate,  he  cannot  have  communion  with 
a  holy  God.  As  foon  might  we  reconcile  light 
and  darknefs,  or  bring  the  molt  oppofite  extremes 
together. 

Whatever  kinds,  and  whatever  degrees  of 
wickednefs  there  are,  they  all  proceed  from  an  in¬ 
nate  depravity  of  mind.  Hear  the  words  of  Chrift ; 
For  from  within ,  out  of  the  heart  of  man,  proceed  evil 
thoughts ,  adulteries,  fornications,  murders,  thefts,  cov 
etoufnefs,  zvickednefs,  deceit,  lacivioufnefs ,  an  evil  eye, 
llafphemy,  pride,  fooliftonefs  •  all  thefe  evil  things  come 
from  within .  Every  unrenewed  perfon  has,  in  his 
nature,  the  feeds  of  all  evil ;  and  which  appear 
more  or  lefs  in  his  life,  according  as  opportuni¬ 
ties  are  afforded  to  nourifh  and  (Lengthen  them. 
Toaffift  us  in  judging  the  better  of  our  own  cha¬ 
racters,  let  us  attend  to  the  different  ways  in  which 
this  root  of  bitternefs  difeovers  itfelf. 

Firfi,  Some  are  grofsly  ignorant  cf  the  plain 
and  ellential  doctrines  of  the  Chrifiian  Religion, 
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afrndft  the  beft  means  to  gain  an  acquaintance* 
wi;n  them.  1  hough  the  feriptures  are  in  their 
poffeffiori,  together  with  excellent  helps  by  the 
writings  of  pious  men,  and  inftru&ions  from  the 
pulpit,  they  are  unable  to  give  any  fatisfafto-* 
jy  account  01  thofe  truths,  on  wnich  their  eternal 
falvation  depends.  This  is  not  occafioned  by  want 
of  capacity,  but  by  utter  neglect  of  divine  things, 
and  argues  their  fpiritual  death.  The  holy  ora¬ 
cles,  which  contain  the  words  of  eternal  life,  neg¬ 
lected,  gather  dull;  while  books  of  amufement  and 
earthly  punuits  employ  the  whole  of  their  time. 
Thefe  fwallow  up  their  thoughts  through  the  day, 
and  recline  with  them  on  their  pillow  at  night. 
Thefe  will  not  allow  them  to  remember  the  fab- 
bath-day  to  keep  it  holy. 

We  find  many  of  this  character  who  are  wife  in 
their  own  conceit,  for  pride  and  ignorance  moftly 
dwell  together.  "  We  have,”  fay  they,  “a  fuffi- 
cient  knowledge  of  our  duty,  and  we  need  not  be 
informed  of  it.  It  we  adf  wrong,  the  blame  is  our 
own,  and  we  know  not,  why  any  one  ihould  inter¬ 
meddle  with  our  bufinefs.”  Well  might  Solo¬ 
mon  fay,  'There  is  more  hope  of  a  fool  than  of  fuch 
penons.  Their  minds  are  dark,  and  they  have 
elofed  every  avenue  by  which  light  might  enter. 
E^ery  one  that  doeth  evil  hateth  the  light ,  neither  covreth 
to  the  light ,  left  his  deeds  JJjould  he  reproved .  Be  al¬ 
lured  there  can  be  no  true  Religion  without  a  good 
meafure  of  knowledge,  and  a  deiire  of  growing  in 


LINN.  289 

it.  We  cannot  love  and  worfhip  an  unknown 
God.  Whoever  among  you  are  ignorant  of  the 
great  truths  of  revelation,  are  in  daiknefs  even  un¬ 
til  now. 

Secondly ,  Some  break  out  into  open  a£ts  of  wick- 
ednefs.  Such  are  drunkards,  fwearers,  unclean 
perfons,  extortioners,  fabbath  breakers  and  mock¬ 
ers  at  Religion.  Thefe  are  they  whofe  Jins  are 
open  beforehandy  going  before  to  judgment.  Were  we 
to  rank  no  others,  under  the  gofpel,  in  the  clafs  of 
the  wicked,  but  thefe,  how  great  a  number  would 
be  found !  Reckon  even  common  fwearers,  thofe 
audacious  men,  who  call  for  the  vengeance  of  a 
God  upon  themfelves  and  others,  as  well  as  ufe 
the  names  of  Lord  and  Chrift,  and  facred  things 
with  irreverent  lips:  and  we  muft  reckon — how 
dreadful  to  tell  it!  multitudes,  who  have  been 
baptized  and  educated  among  profeffing  Chrifti— 
ans.  When  to  thefe  we  add,  lafeivious  talkers 
and  aciors,  infatiable  lovers  of  ftrong  drink,  thofe 
who  fpend  the  fabbath  in  lleep,  in  vifiting,  in 
worldly  thoughts  and  converfation,  or  in  worfe; 
thofe  who  fuppofe  that  gain  is  godlinefs  ;  who  cheat 
and  over-reach  their  neighbor ;  and  thofe  whofe 
wit  never  fhines  but  in  making  a  jeft  of  the  Bible, 
and  ferious  perfons,  how  does  the  difmal  catalogue 
fwell!  furely  it  will  be  agreed  that  all  fuch  charac¬ 
ters  are  wicked ;  and  that  none  of  thefe  /hall  inhe¬ 
rit  the  kingdom  of  God. 

Thirdly ,  Others,  though  free  from  grofs  immo¬ 
ralities,  are  yet  wicked,  becaufe  they  ncgle£i  the 
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duties  of  Religion.  There  are  fins  of  commiffion 

and  there  are  fins  of  omiflfon.  We  are  guilty  be¬ 
fore  God,  when  we  do  not  perform  what  he  hath 
enjoined,  as  well  as  when  we  commit  what  he  hath 
forbidden.  All,  therefore,  who  live  in  the  habi¬ 
tual  ormfiion  of  what  is  required,  come  fhort  of, 
and  will  be  condemned  by  that  law  which  is  holv 

juft  and  good.  Not  only  is  the  unjuft  man  a  fin! 

ner,  but  the  uncharitable  alfo;  not  only  he  that 
curfeth  his  father  and  mother,  but  he  that  honor- 
eth  them  not;  not  only  the  profane  but  the  pray- 
erlefs.  We  muft  not  divide  the  law  in  our  prac¬ 
tice.  One  part  muft  be  done,  and  the  other  not 
left  undone.  JVhofoever  Jhall  keep  the  whole  law , 
and  yet  offend  in  one  point ,  he  is  guilty  of  all.  «  Some 
fins  in  themfelves,  and  by  reafon  of  feveral  aggra¬ 
vations,  are  more  heinous  in  the  fight  of  God  than 
others,  but  every  fin  deferveth  God’s  wrath  and 
curfe  both  in  this  life  and  that  which  is  to  come.” 
The  impious  wretch,  whofe  mouth  is  full  of  blaf- 
phemy  and  deceit,  may  deferve  a  more  dreadful 
punilhment;  and  yet  the  prayerlefs  perfon  will  go 
down  to  mifery  as  furely  as  he. 

Having  mentioned  the  important  duty  of  prayer, 
allow  me  to  fay,  that  it  is  with  an  ill  face  that 
any,  who  profefs  themfelves  to  be  Chriftians,  neg¬ 
lect  it  in  tneir  families.  Social,  as  well  as  fecret 
worfhip,  is  indifpenfably  neccflary.  Thofe  who 
omit  it,  do  not  diftinguifii  themfelves  from  the  un¬ 
godly  world,  and  are  unworthy  of  the  privileges 


of  the  church.  Such  ought  to  think  ferioufly  of 
thefe  words  of  Chrift — Whofoever,  therefore ,  Jhall 
confefs  me  before  men ,  him  zvill  I  confefs  alfo  before  my 
Father  which  is  in  Heaven .  But  whofoever  Jhall  deny 
me,  before  men,  him  zvill  I  alfo  deny  before  my  Father 
which  is  in  Heaven .  What  fhall  be  faid  of  fome, 
fo  deftitute  of  any  form  of  Religion,  that  they 
omit,  what  is  called,  faying  grace  before  meat,  or 
afking  the  bleffing  of  God  on  their  food  ?  It  is  not 
the  fneer  of  fools,  nor  the  raillery  of  the  profane, 
fhould  put  us  out  of  the  practice  of  what  is  war¬ 
ranted  in  fcripture;  confonant  to  reafon,  and  cuf- 
tomary  among  all  denominations  of  Chriftians 
whatfoever.  The  perfon  who  does  not  often  rea¬ 
lize  his  dependance  upon  God  ;  who  does  not  in 
every  thing  give  thanks ;  and  who  does  not,  on 
proper  occafions,  openly  acknowledge  God,  by  cal¬ 
ling  on  his  name,  has  no  title  to  be  thought  religious ; 
elfe,  there  is  no  criterion,  by  which  to  judge  at  all. 

In  former  days,  many  confcffed.  Chrift  at  the  ha¬ 
zard,  and  even  the  lofs  of  their  lives.  Have  we 
found  an  eafier  way  to  Heaven  ?  Can  we  go  there, 
without  any  confeffion  ?  Is  religion  of  fuch  a  na¬ 
ture  that  we  may  mould  it  as  we  pleafe?  Thefafh- 
ion  of  this  world  palfeth  away,  but  be  aifured,  God 
and  religion  are  ever  the  fame .  The  divine  precepts 
will  not  bend  to  you.  They  are  fixed  and  immu¬ 
table.  On  no  other  terms  can  you,  be  a  difciple 
of  Chrift,  than  by  taking  up  your  crofs  and  following 
after  him .  If  the  world  deride  you  as  ftifFand  un- 
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falhionable,  it  is  a  perfection  you  muft  fuffer  for 

his  name’s  fake.  He  hath  fa  id,  He  that  findeth  his 

life Jl,  all  lofe  it :  and  he  that  lofeth  his  life  for  my  fake 
jhall find  it. 

Fourthly,  There  are  fome,  who  adopt  loofe  and 
dangerous  principles ;  who  alledge,  either  that  the 
fcripture  is  not  true,  or  that  the  great  doctrines,  as 
generally  taught,  are  not  contained  in  it.  Thefe 
are  wicked,  and  they  are  corrupters  of  others. 
Too  commonly  they  are  licentious  in  their  prac¬ 
tice,  and  fwelled  with  a  conceit  of  their  own  abi¬ 
lities. 

1  .  - 

(  v  J  ’  .  .  #  . 

It  is  not  eafy  to  perfift  in  a  courfe  of  iniquity, 
without  fomething  to  quiet  the  confcience  ;  and, 
therefore,  have  fome  endeavored  to  overturn  reve¬ 
lation,  or  at  leaft  to  adapt  it  to  their  own  depraved 
inclination.  The  infidel  or  deift  is  a  perfon  of 
fuch  great  ftrength  of  reafon,  that  he  fees  no  need 
of  the  fcripture,  his  own  reafon  teaching  him  all 
that  is  neceffary ;  he  is  of  fuch  prodigious  modef- 
ty,  that  he  views  all  the  world  around  him,  even 
thofe  of  fuperior  talents,  as  a  number  of  fuperftiti- 
ous  fools ;  his  genius  is  fo  piercing  as  to  difcover 
that  the  Chriftian  Religion  is  the  device  of  rulers 
and  cunning  priefls,  to  keep  the  world  in  awe;  and 
he  wiihes  to  perform  the  mighty  fervice  of  fetting 
mankind  free  from  the  fhackles  wherewith  they 
have  been  bound  for  fo  many  ages.  To  treat  him 
-with  ridicule  is  no  more  than  juft  retaliation.  It 
is  the  bcft  weapon  the  Deift  has,  and  of  which  he 
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Is  extremely  fond ;  fo  much  fo,  that  one  writer  has 
made  it  the  only  proper  reft  of  truth.*  The  fecret 
motive  however,  which  leads  many  of  this  charac¬ 
ter  to  a  rejection  of  feripture,  is  the  defire  of  being 
free  from  its  reftraints.  They  are  wedded  to  their 
lulls,  anil  thefe  and  the  feripture  are  irreconcilea- 
ble.  Unhappy  men !  engaged  in  an  undertaking 
defperate  and  impoffible;  like  one  who  attempts 
to  flop  the  fun,  or  remove  a  mountain.  The 
words  which  are  ftoried  of  the  apoftate  Julian, 
when  mortally  wounded  in  fighting  againft  Chrif- 
tians,  will  be  the  doleful,  dying  fong,  of  every  de¬ 
termined  infidel ;  cf  Thou  haft  conquered  me,  O 
Galilean.”  Whofoever  Jball  fall  on  this  ft  one  jhall  he 
broken;  but  on  whomfoever  it  Jhall  fall ,  it  will  grind 
him  to  poivder . 

*  i 

Though  revelation  be  not  altogether  denied  by 
others,  yet  it  is  wrefted  to  fuit  the  depraved  tafte 
of  mankind.  They  fet  up  corrupt  reafon  in  op- 
pofition  to  faith,  and  adopt  principles  which  lead 
to  licentioufnefs.  Not  to  be  particular  here,  fuf- 
fice  it  to  fay,  that  the  dodlrines  of  man's  depravi¬ 
ty,  inability,  and  falvation  by  grace,  through  faith 
in  the  imputed  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  as  they  are 
taught  in  the  divine  word,  fo  they  have  been  al¬ 
ways  fuccefsful  for  the  converfion  of  finners,  and 
the  edification  of  faints.  They  who  oppofe  thefe 
fet  themfelves  in  opposition  to  God,  and  feek  to 
lay  other  foundation  than  what  he  hath  laid.  In- 
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deed  it  is  to  be  expected,  that  infidelity  and  dan¬ 
gerous  opinions,  will  have  a  more  rapid  growth  in 
this  country  than  heretofore.  In  every  age,  have 
they  fprung  up  to  trouble  the  church.  They  will 
be  imported  fiom  abroad,  with  other  things  inju¬ 
rious  to  our  intereft  and  happinefs  ;  as  well  as,  that 
they  naturally  mcieale  with  population  and  luxury. 

Fifthly,  Among  the  wicked,  we  mud  alfo  rank 
the  formalift  and  the  hypocrite.  Though  thefe 
are  mentioned  together,  yet  they  are  of  very  differ¬ 
ent  defeription.  The  formalift  is  one,  who  has 
the  form  of  religion  ;  fubmits  to  the  drudgery  of 
performing  duty,  which  he  has  no  fpiritual  life  or 
ftrength ;  he  deceives  himfelf ;  whereas  the  ex- 
prefs  defign  of  the  hypocrite,  is  to  deceive  others. 
Of  the  firft  the  apoftle  fpeaks,  when  he  fays,  Hav¬ 
ing  a  form  of  godlinefs,  but  denying  the  power  thereof. 
However  exaeft  he  may  be  in  his  cold  and  even 
round  of  duties,  yet  his  heart  is  not  right  with 
God  ;  and  perhaps  he  indulges  himfelf  in  fin,  truft- 
ing  to  his  form  to  fave  him.  Of  hypocrify  our 
Saviour  gives  a  defeription,  when  he  fays.  When 
thou  dofl  thine  alms,  do  not  found  a  trumpet  before  thee , 
as  the  hypocrites  do,  in  the  fynagogues  and  in  the  flreets, 
that  they  may  have  glory  of  men.  Ylnd  when  thou 
pray  eft,  thoufhall  not  be  as  the  hypocrites  are :  for  they 
love  to  pray ftanding  in  the  fynagogues,  and  in  the  corners 
of  the  ftreets,  that  they  may  be  feen  of  men.  We  have 
a  remarkable  inftance  of  it  in  the  Pharifees  of  old. 
They  devoured  widows’  heufes,  and  for  a  pretence  made 
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long  prayers .  Who  would  have  thought  that  fo 
excellent  a  thing  as  religion  would  be  fo  bafely  a- 
bufed  ?  That  men  with  this  cloak,  would  cover 
their  villainies  ?  Their  conduct  is  extremely  fool- 
ifh  and  defperately  wicked. 

Once  more ,  I  may  mention,  as  defcriptive  of  the 
wicked,  that  they  are  impatient  of  reftraint  and 
reproof.  They  cannot  bear  to  be  checked  in  their 
mad  career  of  fin  and  folly ;  and  the  faithful  re¬ 
prover,  if  fuch  be  found,  is  hated  and  avoided. 
The  very  fight  and  example  of  the  godly  is  a  fecret 
reproof  to  the  wicked  ;  it  is  a  contraft  to  their  own 
conduct ;  gives  them  difagreeable  feelings  ;  and, 
therefore,  they  ftrive  to  be  out  of  the  way.  Some¬ 
times  they  are  fo  bold  as  to  expofe,  in  a  ludicrous 
manner,  every  appearance  of  fincerity ;  and  laugh 
and  jeft  merely  to  keep  themfelves  in  countenance. 

9  *a'* 

The  preacher  who  fecks  to  fave  himfelf  and 
them  that  hear  him,  by  telling  them  plainly  of  their 
iins,  and  denouncing  the  judgments  of  God,  is 
thought  rigid  and  fevere.  Ahab,  the  king  of  IfraeJ, 
faid  of  Micaiah,  the  fon  of  Imla,  I  hate  him,  for  he 
never  prophefieth  good  unto  me ,  but  ahvays  evil .  The 
difcourfe  which  flows  fmooth  and  even,  dwelling 
on  generals,  not  directed  to  the  confcience,  nor 
finners  purfued  in  it  by  the  terrors  of  the  Lord,  is 
mofi:  applauded.  It  is  related  as  fad:  of  a  preach¬ 
er,  who  had  arrived  at  fo  great  perfedion  in  adapt¬ 
ing  himfelf  to  delicate  ears,  that  he  once  told  his 
hearers,  Cf  If  they  did  not  vouchfafe  to  give  a  new 
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turn  to  their  lives,  they  would  go  to  a  place  he  did 
not  choofe  to  name  in  fo  courtly  an  audience/'  It 
is  no  breach  of  charity  to  fay,  that  fuch  preachers 
and  their  hearers  are  in  danger  of  going  down  to 
hell,  and  enduring  never-ceafing  torments,  of 
which,  we  lhould  now  often  hear  and  think,  that 
fo  we  may  be  excited  to  lay  hold  upon  the  hope 
fet  before  us.  If  danger  is  not  known,  how  fhall 
it  be  fhunned  ?  We  do  not  preach  you  to,  but  from 
thefe  everlafting  burnings.  If  our  own  hearts  do 
not  condemn  us,  why  fhould  we  fear  ?  If  they  do, 
O!  what  madnefs  to  lhut  our  eyes,  and  wander 
heedlefsly  on!  Will  this  make  the  danger  lefs? 
What  fearfulnefs  muft  feize  fuch,  when  they  come 

to  Hand  on  the  brink  of  the  awful  pit ! 

.  .  > 

'*  ■  V  *  ,  .  (  ■' 

That  there  is  an  improper  method  of  reproving 
finners,  is  certain ;  a  method,  tending  more  to  dif- 
guft  than  edify  even  pious  ears.  The  wrath  of  man 
zvorketh  not  the  righteoufnefs  of  God.  There  are  ma¬ 
ny  defcriptions  of  Heaven  and  Hell  to  no  purpofe, 
or  worfe.  Eye  hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither 
hath  entered  into  the  heart  of  man,  the  one  or  the  o- 
ther.  The  joys  of  the  one,  and  the  terrors  of  the 
other,  are  belt  reprefented  in  the  language  of  facred 
writ.  Befidcs,  the  word  of  God  is  quick  and  power¬ 
ful,  and  floarper  than  any  tzvo- edged  fword;  and  is 
that  inftrument  by  which,  in  his  difpenfation  of 
grace,  he  wounds  and  he  heals . 
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Isaiah  Ivii.  21. 

-^  f-h  ?  c  is  no  peace,  faith  my  God,  to  the  zvicked. 


A  VIN  G  endeavored,  in  a  former  difeourfe, 
fo  to  deferibe  the  wicked,  as  that  we  might 
be  affifted  in  forming  a  judgment  of  ourfelves,  I 
proceed  now  to  fhow. 


It.  In  w hat  lefpeds  there  is  no  peace  to  fuch. 

Firf,  There  is  no  peace  to  them  with  God.  By 
tneir  wickednefs  they  wage  war  with  Heaven ;  and 
tne  Almighty  King  is  angry  with  them  every  day. 
Alan,  hearkening  to  the  fuggeftions  of  Satan,  has 
thrown  oil  allegiance  to  his  rightful  owner,  tranf- 
g relied  his  holy  law,  refufed  that  tribute  of  praife 
winch  is  due,  and  engaged  in  open  rebellion. 
Whatever  we  may  think  of  the  claims  of  fellow- 
mortals,  furely  the  great  God  hath  an  unqueftion- 
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able  right  to  us  and  all  our  fervice.  He  hath  made* 
and  continually  upholds  us.  Of  him  we  cannot 
be  independent ;  and  our  happinefs  lies  in  his  fa¬ 
vor.  Having  ruined  ourfelves*  he  found  out  a 
help.  He  fent  his  Son  to  fulfil  the  demands  of 
the  law  in  our  room*  and  in  his  gofpel  he  proclaims 
pardon  and  peace  to  all  who  will  return.  Only 
they  have  reconciliation  with  him*  who  have  fub- 
mitted  to  his  terms ;  who*  forfaking  their  fins*  have 
believed  in  the  name  of  his  Son.  The  impenitent 
and  unbelieving  mull  fall  under  the  ftroke  of  his 
juftice.  To  their  rebellion  they  add  ingratitude^ 
by  making  light  of  the  offers  of  grace. 

Having  no  peace  with  God*  of  what  advantage 
are  the  moft  flattering circumftances  in  this  world? 
Of  what  advantage  that  we  are  the  citizens  of  a 
free  ftate,  and  the  nations  around  in  league  with 
us  ?  Thefe  indeed  are  ineftimable  bleffmgs*  and 
which  we  muft  not  tamely  furrender  to  every  proud 
and  ambitious  ipirit ;  but  can  they  make  us  hap¬ 
py  hereafter?  We  may  not  enjoy  them  a  day*  or 
an  hour.  While  we  continue  under  the  power  of 
fin*  we  are  the  moft  abjedt  flaves.  We  do  the 
works  of  the  devil*  who  delights  in  the  ruin  and 
mifery  of  our  race. — Is  not  the  difpleafure  of  our 
Maker  enough  to  embitter  every  comfort,  or  ren¬ 
der  us  joylefs  in  the  midft  of  every  earthly  good 
thing  ?  How  dreadful  to  think,  that  his  curie  is 
upon  us  w7hen  we  lie  down  and  rife  up  ;  and  in  all 
our  ways!  How  fearful  to  know,  that  we  muft  fall* 
at  laft  into  the  hands  of  the  living  God !  1  his  is 
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the  pitiable  condition  of  the  wicked,  to  whom. 

In  the  fecond  place y  There  is  no  peace  in  their 
own  confciences.  The  thoughts  of  what  their 
crimes  have  expofed  them  to,  often  tear  them  with 
the  mod  bitter  reflections.  Some  of  them  have 
been  afraid  to  be  left  alone ;  and  difmal  fpectrcs, 
which  guilt  formed,  have  haunted  them  in  the 
midnight  hours.  It  is  laid  of  the  infidel  Hobbes, 
Cf  that  though  he  would  fpeak  very  ftrange  and  un¬ 
becoming  things  of  God,  yet  in  his  ftudy,  in  the 
dark,  and  in  his  retired  thoughts,  he  trembled  be¬ 
fore  him.  If  his  candle  happened  to  go  out  in 
the  night,  he  awoke  in  terror  and  amazement.  He 
was  unable  to  bear  the  difmal  refieCtiofis  of  his 
dark  and  defolate  mind  ;  and  knew  not  how  to  ex- 
tinguifh,  nor  how  to  bear  the  light  of  the  candle  of 
the  Lord  within  him.” 

See  the  man  of  pleafure,  how  gaily  he  walks  a- 
broad !  What  cheerfulnefs  in  his  looks !  He  af- 
feCts  to  efteem  the  more  fober  part  of  mankind  as 
precife  and  fupercilious !  Talk  to  him  of  con- 
fcience,  and  he  hardly  reftrains  a  burft  of  laughter? 
Did  you  fee  him  in  fome  hour  of  ficknefs,  gloom 
and  folitude,  you  might  find  diftrefs  pictured  in 
his  face,  arifing  from  remorfe  within.  Though 
repeated  aCts  of  fin  fear  the  canicience,  and  ren¬ 
der  it  lefs  fenfible,  yet  there  are  few  but  have 
their  fevere  twinges  and  repenting  feafons.  It  is 
eafier  to  proftitute  confcience  than  to  ftlence  it.— 
fc  Whatever  there  be  in  the  air,  there  is  certainly 
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an  elaflic  power  in  confcier.ce  that  will  bear  itfdf 
up,  notwithstanding  the  weight  that  is  laid  upon 
it  to  ftifle  and  kill  us  clamors.”  Dr.  Doddrido-e, 
in  his  life  of  that  memorable  convert,  Col.  Gardi¬ 
ner,  informs  us,  «  That  (till  the  checks  of  con- 
fcience,  and  fome  remaining  principles  of  fo  good 
an  education  as  he  had  received,  would  break  in 
upon  his  mod  licentious  hours ;  and  that  he  told 
him,  when  fome  of  his  difTolute  companions  were 
once  congratulating  him  on  his  diftinguilhed  feli¬ 
city,  a  dog  happening  at  that  time  to  come  into 
the  room,  he  could  not  forbear  groaning  inwardly, 
and  faying  to  himfelf,  <cQh,  that  I  were  that  dog  L 
buch  was  then  his  happinefs  ;  and  fuch  perhaps  is 
that  of  hundreds  more,  who  bear  themfelves  high- 
eft  in  the  contempt  of  religion,  and  glory  in  that 
infamous  fervitude  which  they  call  liberty. 

If  the  confcience  of  the  wicked  be  eafy,  it  mtift 
be  in  one  or  more  of  thefe  ways  ;  either  by  a  long 
courfe  of  iniquity  ;  or  by  adopting  falfe  principles ; 
or  by  a  companion  with  others  who  are  thought 
worfe  ;  or  by  reiolving  to  amend  in  future  ;  or  by 
performing  part  of  the  duties  of  religion.  Wo  to 
thofe  who  are  able  to  quiet  it  by  any  of  them.  It 
will  fome  time  or  other  awake  to  their  iorrow. 
Like  a  frozen  viper  laid  to  the  fire,  it  will  recover 
ffrength,  and  fling  them  to  the  heart.  'lake  them 
in  their  moil  compofed  frame,  how  far  are  they 

A 

from  that  ferenity  of  foul  which  religion  gives. 
This  is  a  peace  which  pa /Jet h  all  underjianding.  I  he 
minds  of  the  wicked  are  reftlels,  and  hurried  by 
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their  lulls  and  paffions.  In  the  verfe  preceding 
the  text,  it  is  faid,  The  wicked  are  like  the  troubled 
Jea ,  when  it  cannot  reft ,  whofe  Waters  caft  up  mire  and 
dirt :  But  in  the  godly  foul  there  is  a  calm.  The 
contemplation  of  heavenly  things  affords  compla¬ 
cency  ;  and  in  God,  the  foul  can  hope  and  rdf 
tor  time  and  eternity.  Peacey  faid  Chrift  to  his 
difciples,  I  leave  with  you ,  my  peace  I  give  unto  you  : 
not  as  the  world  give thy  give  I  unto  you.  With  this 
peace,  what  earthly  bleffing  can  be  compared  ?. 
Could  we  command  every  thing  our  hearts  would 
wiih,  where  is  the  enjoyment,  if  the  mind  bedii- 
quieted  ?  This,  like  an  aching  tooth,  or  a  bone  out 
of  joint,  will  difturb  us,  will  break  our  fleep,  and 
render  us  unhappy. 

r 

Perhaps  forne  may  think,  that  only  atrocious 
finners  are  fubjedt  to  fuch  fevere  ladies*  Gene¬ 
rally  it  is  fo ;  but  every  per  foil  eftranged  from  God 
is  deftitute  of  folid  and  lading  peace.  It  is  owing 
to  ignorance  and  mifiake,  that  he  has  any  at  all. 
There  are  no  fins  ffnall,  confidered  with  refpedt  to 
God.  It  is  found  fo  in  a  thorough  conviction  ; 
and  their  being  committed  againft  the  light  and 
grace  of  the  gofpel,  highly  aggravates  them,  and  is 
a  bitter  ingredient  to  all  true  penitents.  Our 
hearts  condemn  us  for  fecret  as  w  ell  as  for  open 
fins  ;  for  omiffons  as  w’dl  as  tranfgreffions.  Un- 
lefs  then,  confcience  is  unduly  huffed,  it  cannot 
other  wife  than  moled  all  who  are  not  reconciled  to 
God. 
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Again,  There  is  no  peace  to  the  wicked  in  a  dy- 
mg  hour.  By  this  is  not  meant  that  they  fhall  un¬ 
dergo  more  pain  of  body  than  others.  The  pangs 
ofdiiiblution  are  the  fame  to  all.  Thofe  indeed,  of 
whom  the  world  was  not  worthy,  have  often  dif¬ 
fered  the  mofr  cruel  and  violent  deaths.  Nor  is 
it  meant,  that  the  wicked  have  never  any  compo- 
lure  in  death,  or  hope  of  well-being  hereafter: — • 
For  though  the  feripture  tells  us.  The  wicked  is 
driven  away  in  bis  wickednefs  ;  but  the  righteous  hath 
hope  in  his  deaths  yet  we  are  not  tounderftand,  that 
none  of  them  ever  entertain,  in  that  folemn  hour, 
expectations  of  mercy,  or  that  they  all  anticipate 
their  mifery.  Some  of  them  die  as  they  had  liv¬ 
ed,  ftupid  and  thoughtlefs  as  beafts.  Befides,  I 
know  not  that  death  fhakes  every  falfe  hope.  It 
is  thought  that  fome  good  men  may  have  fears 
and  perplexities  to  the  very  laft  ;  and  that  fome 
bad  men,  may  remain  unfhaken,  and  die  with 
more  apparent  confidence  than  the  others.  There 
are  inftances  of  infidels  maintaining  cheerfulnefs 
and  refolution  in  their  laft  moments.  With  fome 
it  has  been  otherwife,  and  they  have  betrayed 
dreadful  forebodings  of  a  wrath  to  come.  Now 
and  then  they  have  retraded  their  principles,  and 
fought  relief  in  a  profeflion  of  Chriftiariity.  It  is 
laid,  that  the  poet  Dryden,  not  being  able  to  for¬ 
tify  himfelf  in  infidelity,  embraced  the  Popifn  re¬ 
ligion.  Some  years  ago  it  was  confidently  alferted, 
that  Voltaire,  at  the  age  of  eighty,  and  being,  as 
he  thought,  about  to  die,  had  felt  fome  ftrango 
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qualms  of  confidence,  in  confequence  01  which,  he 
had  made  a  long  and  goodly  confeffion  01  the 
truths  of  revelation.  His  followers  deem  this  a 
(lander,  and  cannot  believe  that  their  mighty 
champion  would  ever  retreat.  Having  fo  long 
edified  them  by  his  writings,  perhaps  there  is  no 
fufiicicnt  authority  to  deprive  them  of  their  com¬ 
fort  in  his  death. 

The  fears  of  the  good  man  cannot  render  his 
date  lefs  fafe,  nor  the  confidence  of  the  bad,  ren¬ 
der  his  lefs  dangerous.  Whatever  their  own  fen- 
timents  are,  it  /hall  be  zvell  with  the  righteous ,  and 
ill  with  the  zvicked.  We  are,  however,  compared 
about  with  a  cloud  of  witneffes,  who  bear  teftimo- 
ny  that  the  end  of  the  perfect  and  upright  man,  is 
peace ;  who  have  died,  not  only  v/ith  cahnnefs 
and  refignation,  but  have  been  filled  with  a  joy 
unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory  ,*  who  have  met 
death,  not  only  on  a  bed  furrounded  by  friends, 
but  in  its  moft  horrid  form,  on  a  gibbet,  or  at  a 
ftake  ;  not  only  thofe  of  ftron'g  and  fearlefs  make, 
but  thofe  of  a  timorous  nature,  and  from  among 
the  weaker  fex ;  not  only  thole  who  had  no  at¬ 
tachment  on  earth  why  to  wifh  for  life,  but  thofe 
who  had  eftates,  families  and  friends.  It  is  an  ob~ 
fervation  made,  to  (how  the  efficacy  of  grace,  that, 
in  fuffering  times,  none  wrent  more  cheerfully  to 
martyrdom,  than  thofe  who  had  numerous  fami¬ 
lies  dependant  on  them.  Let  the  decriers  of  reli¬ 
gion  produce  us  any  principle  fo  powerful  to  bear 
one  up,  under  the  diftrefles  of  life,  and  fypport 
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through  the  valley  of  the  fliadow  of  death  ;  anv 
thing  that  will  lo  revive  and  embolden  the  foul  L 
a  yievv  of  Cod  reconciled  in  Chrift,  and  the  hopes 
of  a  blefled  immortality.  N0;  it  is  only  this 

Wli  d?!“™  death  ofhi«  fling.  It  is  this  will 
ma;<e  deaLh  not  only  tolerable,  but  defirable  ;  .will 
f,ive  not  only  compofure,  but  triumph  ;  not  only 

free  us  from  pain,  but  make  heaven  beam  all  a 
round  us. 

hifjivi??,"6,  ^  his  tra6l  on  onginal  compofition, 
^  gi  ??4  preClous  ^ecdote  of  the  amiable 
Mr.  Addifon.  «  After  he  had  difmiffed  his  phy- 

jicians,  and  all  hopes  of  life,  he  fent  for  a  youth 
nearly  related  to  him,  and  finely  accomplifhed,  yet 
not  above  being  the  better  for  good  infiruftions 
from  a  dying  friend.  He  came— but  life  now 
glimmering  in  the  focket,  the  dying  friend  was 
Hent.  Auer  a  decent  and  proper  paufe,  the  youth 
laid,  «  Dear  fir,  you  fent  for  me  ;  I  believe  and  I 
hope  tnat  you  have  fome  commands ;  I  fhall  hold 
them  molt  facred.”  May  difiant  ages  not  only 
hear,  but  feel  the  reply !  Forcibly  grafping  the 
young  gentleman’s  hand,  he  foftly  faid,  «  See  in 
what  peace  a  Chriftian  can  die  !”— He  fpoke  with 
difficulty,  and  foon  expired.”  I  the  rather  ad¬ 
duce  this  infiance,  becaufe  he  was  a  man  of  ge¬ 
nius,  of  great  literary  fome,  and  in  high  ftation, 
with  which  empty  fmatterers  and  conceited  fools, 
are  ready  to  think  religion  inconfifient.  Indeed, 
the  men  of  greateft  talents,  who  ever  adorned  our 
world,  where  not  afnamed  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift* 
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among  whom  we  may  rank  a  Locke,  a  Boyle,  a 
Newton, and  a  Bacon.  Perhaps  it  might  be  aflerted, 
without  extravagance,  that  thefe,  for  ffrength  of 
mind,  and  deep  refearch,  as  far  exceeded  many  of 
the  retailers  of  infidelity  as  an  angel  did  them ;  or 
as  an  untutored  favage  exceeds  the  beads  below 
him.  They  were  the  glory  of  Britain,  and  one 
half  her  fame. 

What  awful  fpectacles  have  feme  of  the  wicked 
exhibited  on  a  death  bed  !  How  contrary  to  the 
example  juft  now  adduced!  Hell  feemed  already 
to  have  been  kindled  in  their  fouls.  Under  the 
fcourges  of  a  guilty  confidence,  and  a  fearful  fenfe 
of  impending  wrath,  they  could  not  contain,  but 
vented  their  difmal  outcry  enough  to  rend  the 
ftouteft  heart.  One,  of  whom  mention  is  made 
in  a  practical  writer,  ffa  monument  of  juftice,  worn 
to  (kin  and  bone,  blafphemed  the  God  of  Heaven, 
curfed  himfelf,  and  continually  cried,  O  torture ! 
torture!  torture  !  O  torture,  torture!”  Another  is 
faid  to  have  cried  out,  ffI  have  had  a  little  plea-* 
lure,  but  now  I  mud  have  Hell  for  ever  more.  To 
whatever  was  fpoken,  to  afford  him  comfort,  he 
replied,  I  mult  to  Hell ;  1  rnuft  to  the  furnaces  of 
Hell  for  millions  of  millions  of  ages.”  The  re¬ 
petition  of  thefe  exprefuons  is  frightful :  how 
much  more  to  have  feea  the  fad  objects  !  Suffer  me 
to  fay,  with  the  greateft  ferioufnefs  and  affediion, 
that  no  finner  who  goes  on  againft  his  confcience 
can  expedt  to  die  in  another  manner.  Let  not  the 
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fright  of  thefc  examples  freeze  the  blood  and  make 
the  hair  (land  ail  end  only,  but  fo  imprefs  our 
minds  as  to  deter  us  from  all  the  paths  of  known 
fin.  Should  we  fall  blindfold  into  defiruction,  it 
will  not  be  lefs  terrible  in  the  iffue.  It  muft  be 
grievous  and  diftradting  to  think  of  appearing  be¬ 
fore  God  without  fome  fure  and  firm  hope.  To 
have  our  peace  to  make  when  the  body  is  racked 
with  fore  pain,  when  refrefhing  deep  has  departed, 
and  we  know  not  when  the  pulfe  may  ceafe,  and 
we  ftiffen  into  cold  clay — how  affedting,  and  alas, 
what  profpedt  that  the  mighty  work  fhall  be  done, 
when  years  of  health  and  ftrength  have  been  finned 
away!  I  leave  this  mournful  theme;  but  for  one 

more  mournful  ftill ;  there  is, 

*  * 

In  the  lafi  place,  No  peace  to  the  wicked  after 
death.  Then  their  forrows  begin,  which  admit  of 
no  alleviation.  In  this  world  they  had  their  good 
things  :  They  enjoyed  with  others  the  common 
bounties  of  Providence,  and  wrere  fenfible  of  plea- 
fure.  In  thefe  they  placed  their  only  happinefs  ; 
but  now  all  is  gone,  and  they  are  tormented*  Con¬ 
fidence  can  be  quieted  no  more.  It  is  the  worm 
that  never  dies.  Inftead  of  hope,  eternal  defpair 
covers  them  round,  and  they  are  preffed  under  the 
wrath  of  a  juft  and  fovereign  judge.  Before  the 
body  is  conveyed  to  its  cold  lodging  by  furviving 
friends,  the  immortal  fpirit  is  fentenced  and  con¬ 
fined  to  that  difmal  dungeon  which  juffice  hath 
prepared  for  all  the  rebellious;  where  are. 
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<c  Regions  of  for  row,  doleful  (hades,  where  peace 
And  refi  can  never  dwell,  hope  never  comes 
That  comes  to  all ;  but  torture  without  end 
Still  urges,  and  a  fiery  deluge,  fed 
With  ever-burning  fulphur  unconfumed. 

- - Here  their  prifon  ordained 

In  utter  darknefs,  and  their  portion  fet. 

As  far  removed  from  God  and  light  of  Heav’n 
As  from  the  centre  thrice  to  th*  utmoft  pole/’f 

Who  is  able  to  defcribe  their  mifery  ?  Who 
knows  the  power  and  vengeance  of  Almighty  God? 
Future  punifhment  is  reprefented  in  fcripture  by 
the  worm  that  never  dies ,  by  eve rlajting  fire,  by  a 
lake  of  fire  and  brimfione>  and  by  every  thing  terri¬ 
ble  in  nature. 

That  there  will  be  degrees  of  mifery  our  Saviour 
has  taught  us,  when  he  fays,  that  it  fhall  be  more 
tolerable  for  Tyre  and  Sidon,  for  Sodom  and  Go¬ 
morrah  than  for  Chorazin,  Bethfaida  and  Capen- 
naum,  in  the  day  of  judgment,  becaufe  thefe  en¬ 
joyed"  fupcrior  advantages  to  the  others.  Thefe 
words  alfo  teach  the  fame  :  This  is  the  condemnation 
that  light  is  come  into  the  worlds  and  men  loved  dark - 
nefs  rather  than  light .  It  fhall  be  more  tolerable 
for  the  heathen  world,  than  for  thofe  under  the 
gofpel.  Wickednefs  indeed  grows  to  a  greater 
height  among  the  latter.  Would  you  find  the 
moft  daring  and  abandoned  firmer?  Look  not  for 
him  among  the  Indian  tribes,  but  among  profef- 

f  Milton’s  Paradife  Loft.  Book  L 


ling  Chriftians. — Nothing  can  exceed  the  anguilti 
arifing  from  the  refledion  of  having  flighted  offer¬ 
ed  mercy.  This  is  a  mifery  from  which  the  de¬ 
vils  themfelves  will  be  exempted.  To  them  no 
Saviour  has  been  revealed*  nor  pardon  offered. 
Skilled  in  the  art  of  torment*  they  will  increafe  the 
anguifh  of  our  race  by  infulting  their  folly.  The 
body  having  been  a  partner  in  guilt*  will  be  raifed* 
reunited  to  the  foul,  and  both  made  unfpeakably 
mfferable.  Our  Saviour  concludes  his  awful  re- 
prefemation  of  the  day  of  judgment*  by  faying* 
c£heje  jha'l  go  away  into  everlafiing  punijhment. 

The  character  and  mifery  of  the  wicked  having 
been  now  fet  before  us,  furelv  it  becomes  us  to 
make  careful  and  ferious  application  or  thele 
truths. 

We  fee  the  unhappy  condition  of  fuch*  not- 
V/ithftanding  our  political  war  is  turned  into  peace. 
To  rejoice  in  it*  moft  certainly  they  ought,  but  by 
no  means  to  view  it  as  an  evidence  that  God  is 
pleafed  with  them.  Without  repentance,  they 
are  only  referved  for  feverer  judgments.  Thedii- 
penfations  of  Providence  towards  mankind  in  this 
world  are  various*  and  all  deilgned  to  bring  them 
to  a  Fenfe  of  themfelves*  and  an  acknowledgment 
of  the  living  and  true  God.  He  tries  us  now  with 

affliction,  and  then  with  mercy,  or  he  mixes  the  cup. 
They  who  harden  their  necks  Jball  fuddenly  be  de fir oy- 
edy  and  that  without  remedy.  They  who  have  iclt 
the  diftrefies  of  the  war,  and  have  not  wept  for 
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their  fins ;  thofe  who  have  loft  their  eftates,  and 
have  nor  made  peace  with  God,  have  reafon  more 
than  ever  to  fear.  There  is  yet  no  peace  to  them. 
They  are  not  immediately  threatened,  it  is  true, 
with  an  invading  army,  or  called  to  change  domef- 
tic  blifs  for  the  hurry  of  a  camp,  and  jeopard  their 
lives  in  the  high  places  of  the  field.  1  hey  no  lon¬ 
ger  tremble  for  dear  relatives,  and  ligh  for  life,  li¬ 
berty  and  property  at  ftake,  but  they  lie  under  the 
difpleafure  of  that  Almighty  Being,  who  difpofes 
of  them  and  all  their  concerns.  He  hath  other 
ways  to  punifli  them  even  in  this  world  ;  and  they 
fhall  not  cfcape  his  righteous  judgment  in  the 
world  to  come.  What  are  all  the  fcenes  ox  terror 
and  confufion  we  can  witnefs  here,  compared  to 
that  place,  where  {hall  be  continual  weeping  and 
.gnajhing  of  teeth . 

Is  it  not  then  of  the  utmoft  importance,  that  we 
examine  whether  or  not  we  are  numbered  with 
the  wicked  ?  If  ever  we  would  obtain  mercy  of 
God  in  Chrift,  we  muft  firft  be  acquainted  with 
our  own  condition.  As  feme  diforders  are  of  the 
moft  deadly  nature,  in  which  the  patients  are  ftu- 
pid  and  infenfible  of  pain,  fo  a  finner  not  know¬ 
ing  himfelf  to  be  fuch,  and  unconcerned  affords 
but  little  ground  of  hope. — Are  any  of  you  living 
in  ignorance  of  divine  truths,  feldom  thinking  or 
taring  about  them?  Are  you  guilty  of  great  im¬ 
moralities,  fecret  or  open  ?  Do  you  live  in  the  o- 
miffion  of  poiitive  and  known  duty  ?  How  then 
can  you  hope  that  your  ftate  is  good  and  fafe  ?  Your 
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Rate  is,  beyond  all  doubt,  bad  and  dangerous. — 
Believe  it  to  be  fo,  and  labor  after  repentance  and 
amendment. — Neither  will  a  life  faultlefs  in  the 
eyes  of  men,  and  a  regular  attendance  on  outward 
duties,  prove  you  the  fubjeefs  of  fupernatural  grace. 
He  is  a  Chriftian  who  is  one  inwardly.  The  feat 
of  piety  is  the  heart.  If  you  believe  the  doctrine 
of  man’s  depravity  and  inability,  you  muft,  in  con¬ 
nection,  believe  the  neceflity  of  being  created  anew 
in  Chrift  Jefus.  As  is  the  tree,  fo  is  the  fruit :  As 
is  the  fountain,  fo  are  the  ftreams.  Have  you  then 
pafled  from  death  to  life  ?  There  is  no  medium. 
Either  you  have  been  changed,  or  you  are,  at  this 
day,  in  the  gall  of  bit  ternejs,  and  in  the  bond  of  iniqui¬ 
ty.  Hear  the  words  of  him  who  came  dowrn 
from  Heaven  to  teach  us  the  way  of  life  :  Verily , 
verily,  I fay  unto  thee ,  except  a  man  be  born  again,  he 
cannot fee  the  kingdom  of  God.  Alas,  that  too  many* 
like  Nicodemus,  think  this  a  ftrange  and  unintel¬ 
ligible  doctrine.  They  alledge  that  nothing  more 
is  neceffary  than  thofe  endeavors  and  defires  which 
are  in  their  own  power.  They  feel  no  need  of  the 
influences  of  the  holy  fpirit.  O  Religion,  myfte- 
rious  in  thy  nature,  giving  glory  to  God  and  de¬ 
bating  the  creature,  may  we  never  miftake  thee* 
our  eternal  concern  !  Bleffed  God,  difpel  the  dark- 
nefs  of  our  minds;  give  us  to  know  thee;  and 
what  we  ourfelves  are,  and  lead  us  in  the  way  ever- 
lafting  1 

Our  deceitful  hearts  are  too  apt  to  impofe  upon* 
tis,  and  our  adverfary  the  devil,  is  ever  feeking 
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whom  he  may  devour.  The  molt  wicked  perfon 
flatters  himfelf  that  he  will  fome  time  or  other 

mend,  or  prefumes  on  the  mercy  of  God. — Let  us 
try  to  make  a  thorough  work  of  religion.  Many, 

who  were  not  far  from  the  kingdom  of  Heaven,  will 
never  arrive  there.  The  formalift  muft  lofe  his 
foul  after  all  his  pains.  He  needs  the  new  heart, 
to  turn  his  drudgery  into  a  willing  fervice,  and 
make  him  happy  for  ever.  The  hypocrite,  if  re¬ 
newed  in  the  fpirit  of  his  mind,  will  not  ad  the 
player,  or  affume  a  borrowed  character ;  but  he 
will  really  be,  what  he  appears  to  be.  How  vain 
are  all  pretences  !  It  is  eafy  to  deceive  fellow- 
men  ;  but  God,  with  whom  we  have  to  do,  fearch- 
es  the  heart  and  tries  the  reins.  What  we  are  in 
fecret,  when  none  but  his  eye  fees  us,  will  deter¬ 
mine  our  true  charader. 

Sinners,  ol  whatever  deicription,  open  your 
eyes  on  your  w'retchednefs  !  Flattery  in  your  cafe, 
would  be  poifon.  lo  hide  your  danger,  or  fmooth 
it  over,  w'ould  be  monftrous  cruelty.  Do  you  alk, 
is  there  no  hope  concerning  us  ?  None,  wThile  you 
continue  in  fin.  There  is  no  fuch  falvation  in  all 
the  feriptures.  If  you  are  refolved  and  permitted 
to  go  on  in  a  courfe  of  iniquity  till  the  end  of  life, 
you  are  condemned  already.  The  wages  of  fin  is 
death.  Nothing  but.  the  flight  union  of  foul  and 
body,  prevents  the  flames  of  hell  from  kindling 
all  around  you.  On  this  precarious  tenure  you 
hold  any  eafe  and  peace  you  have.  A  few  days 
iicknefs  may  end  all  your  joy  for  ever;  a  ficknefs 
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in  which  you  may  be  infenfible,  and  can  no  more 
attend  to  the  falvation  of  the  foul,  than  one  alrea¬ 
dy  in  the  grave  ;  nay,  an  accident  may  precipitate 
you  into  everlafting  burnings.  You  now  live,  and 
have  health  and  reafon.  If  you  will  leave  your 
fins,  there  is  an  ample  remedy  provided  for  you  in 
the  gofpel.  There  is  falvation  for  the  world  of 
you  ;  for  all  of  you.  O  delay  not,  but  break  off 
your  fins  by  righteoufnefs.  Be  importunate  in 
prayer  to  God.  Bring  your  polluted  foul  and  bo¬ 
dy  to  the  blood  of  Thrift,  w'hich  cleanfeth  from  all 
rm_ — Now  is  your  day  of  grace  ;  fin  it  not  away. 
The  moments  are  on  the  wing. — Improve  them 
before  they  are  fled,  and  you  go  down  to  the  duff. 


You,  my  brethren,  who  have  your  peace  made 
with  God,  are  happy  indeed.  I  congratulate  you 
on  the  peace  reftored  to  our  land  ;  but  I  congrat¬ 
ulate  you  much  more  on  this.  By  the  one,  the  ca¬ 
lamities  of  war  are  removed,  and  days  of  eafe  and 
reft  are  come ;  by  the  other,  you  have  efcaped  ca¬ 
lamities  without  end,  and  have  found  eafe  and  reft 
to  your  fouls.  By  the  one,  you  are  freed  from  the 
oppreffive  yoke  of  men;  by  the  other,  fiom  toe 
vileft  fiavery  of  fin  and  fatan.  By  the  one,  you 
have  profpedts  of  a  growing  and  extenfive  empire  ; 
by  the  other,  affurance  of  reigning  for  ever  and 
ever.  You  are  doubly  bleft.  Peace  without,  and 
peace  within.  Peace  here,  and  peace  hereafter. 
You  muft  not,  however,  put  off  the  harnefs.  In 
your  fpirituai  concerns,  much  remains  yet  to  be 
clone.  This  warfare  is  not  over.  Sin  and  fatan. 
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though  wounded,  are  not  dead  ;  though  forely 
beaten,  they  keep  the  field.  Hoftilities  may  ceafe, 

but  they  will  be  renewed.  It  is  your  duty,  there¬ 
fore,  to  watch,  and  to  put  on  the  whole  armour  of 

God.  You  have  the  greateft  encouragement  to 
Hand  your  ground.  You  will  prove  fuccefsful, 
through  the  ftrength  of  your  leader.  Jcfus  Chrift 
will  make  you,  at  laid,  more  than  conquerors. 

Exert  all  your  talents,  and  ufe  all  your  influence,, 
to  promote  the  declarative  glory  of  God,  and  the 
falvation  of  men.  Diicountenance,  and,  as  far  as 
in  your  power,  prevent  idlenefs  of  every  kind,  ex- 
cefs  and  profanity,  fo  difpleafing  to  God,  and  dc- 
ftruddve  to  free  and  popular  governments.  We 
have  been  brave,  and  if  virtuous,  we  will  be  a 
happy  people. 

I  conclude  this  difcourfe  with  addrefling,  once 
more,  thofe  of  my  audience,  who  may  be  fenfible 
that  they  have  no  peace  with  God.  It  were  eafy 
to  multiply  arguments,  why  you  fhould  return  to 
God  ;  but  none  will  prevail  unlefs  he  make  them 
effectual,  I  have  endeavored  to  deal  plainly  and 
faithfully  with  you,  as  knowing  that  I  muft  give  an 
account.  It  would  be  improper  to  preach  my 
foul  away  in  a  fmooth  and  moral  harangue.  Your 
own  good  fenfe  would  condemn  me  for  it  nov/, 
and  nfe  up  in  judgment  againft  me  in  the  day  of 
the  Lord.  Have  you  formed  any  refolutions,  that 
you  will  try  to  be  religious  ?  Begin  and  perfevere. 
y  ou  have  the  greateft  encouragement.  Let  nei- 
tner  the  number,  nor  the  aggravation  of  yout 
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crimes,'  deter  you  from  an  application  to  the  Sa¬ 
viour.  On  the  contrary,  if  iin  be  your  choice, 
there  is  no  encouragement.  How  do  you  know 
that  God  will  not  leave  you  to  yourfelves,  to 
fill  up  the  meafure  of  your  iniquity  ?  How  do  you 
know  that  he  will  not  fpeedily  require  your  fouls  ? 
Let  not  a  moment  then  pafs  without  refolving  to 
ferve  God.  Why  halt  you  between  two  opinions  ? 
Reafon  and  confcience  fay,  that  you  ought  to  be 
religious.  Follow  their  wife  and  fovereign  dic¬ 
tate.  What  pretences  does  iin  bring?  She  puts 
on  a  fpecious  appearance  to  deceive  and  ruin. 
Hearken  not  to  her  fong,  for  file  would  entice  you 
to  your  own  cleftruclion.  In  the  end,  flie  will  bite 
like  a  ferpent,  and  fling  like  an  adder.  She  re¬ 
wards'  all  her  votaries  with  unutterable  wo  and 
pain.  But  religion  holds  out  to  you  every  thing 
good  and- great.  *  She  will  perfect  and  make  hap¬ 
py  your  nature.  Through  jefus  Chrift  you  may 
obtain  peace  with  God,  and  with  your  own  con- 
fciences;  peace  in  death  and  throughout  eternity. 
Why  will  you  not,  this  day,  accept  and  iign  the 
peace  through  this  Mediator?  This  would  give 
you  a  true  relifh  for  all  the  gifts  of  Providence. 
Then  might  you  fit  every  man  under  his  vine ,  and 
under  his  fig-tree ,  and  none  make  you  afraid .  May 
God  teach  us  all  our  true  intereft;  long  continue 
our  national  peace;  and  above  all,  give  us  peace 
with  himfelf,  and  make  us  happy,  when  thrones 
✓  fhall  be  call  down;  through  Jefus  Chrift,  to  whom 

with  the  Father,  and  the  bleffed  Spirit,  one  God, 
be  glory  now  and  for  ever  more. 
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Genesis  iii.  6. 

And  when  the  woman  Jaw  that  the  tree.  was.  good  for 

_ 

food,  and  that  it  was  pleafant  to  the  eyes ,  and  a  tree 
to  he  defired  to  make  one  z wife  ;  fee  took  of  the  fruit 
thereof  and  did  eat ;  and  gave  alfo  unto  her  hujhand 
with  her,  and  he  did  eat * 


HOWEVER  infignificant  this  tranfaclion 
may,  at  firft  view,  appear,  its  confequences 
have  been  very  deplorable  to  all  mankind.  Man 
was  originally  created  in  the  image  of  God,  and 
the  habitation  affigned  him  by  his  Creator,  was  a- 
bundantly  fupplied  with  all  the  means  of  felicity. 
He  poffeffed,  in  Paradife,  whatever  was  nec  diary 
to  render  his  prefent  exigence  happy  ;  and,  in  the 
midft  of  the  garden  was  placed  the  tree  of  life,  as  a 
fymbol  and  pledge  of  his  immortality,  if  he  conti¬ 
nued  obedient  to  the  commands  of  his  God.  He 
was  indulged  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  all  the  blef- 
lings  that  furrouhded  him,-  excepting  only  that  he 


3 16 


moor  e. 

was  laid  under  one  particular  reflridion,  not  to 
"gfte  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good  and  evil. 
But>  feduced  by  the  temptation  of  Satan,  our  firft 
parents  violated  the  divine  command.  Walkino- 
b 7  hht>  and  not  by  faith;  trufting  more  to  the 
fugged  ions  of  their  own  appetites,  than  to  the  de¬ 
clarations  of  their  Creator ;  grafping  at  what  ap¬ 
peared  a  prefent  good,  though  apprized  of  the 
dangerous  confequence ;  when  they  faw  that  the 
tree  was  pleafant  to  the  eyes,  and  vainly  imagined 
that  it  was  good  for  food;  they  ftretched  'forth 
their  hands  and  took  of  the  fruit  thereof,  and  did 
!°  bieir  own  wretchednefs  and  that  of  their 
|  Ci  i iv .  For  by  tins  violation  of  the  divine  law, 

the  covenant  between  God  and  man  was  broken  : 
the  right  to  the  tree  of  life,  the  pledge  of  immor- 
taiity  was  forfeited,  fin  gained  admiflion  into  the 
v'-orlo,  and  niiiery  and  death  followed  his  footfieps. 
In  that  evil  hour,  nature,  from  her  feat,  fishing- 

through  all  her  works,  gave  figns  of  wo,  that  all 
was  loft. 


This  very  interefting  event  well  defer ves  the  fe- 
rious  confideration  of  every  Chriftian;  for  in  its 
confequences  are  involved  all  the  pofterity  of 
Adam.  Upon  this  event  is  founded  the  whole 
It  heme  of  the  redemption  of  the  world  by  the  Son 
of  God,  in  the  voluntary  facrifice  of  himfelf  upon 
the  crcfs.  Had  not  man  fallen  from  his  original 
rediitude,  there  would  have  been  no  neceflity  for  a 
Redeemer,  i  o  remedy  the  fad  effects  of  this  ori¬ 
ginal  tranfgreflion,  the  promife  was  immediately 
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given,  that  the  feed  of  the  woman  Jhould  bruife  the 
ferpent' s  head.  Let  us  then  confiderwhat  inferen¬ 
ces  may  be  drawn  from  this  paffage  of  facred  fcrip- 
ture,  which  may  tend  either  to  confirm  our  faith, 
or  to  diredt  our  practice. 

And,  in  the  firji  place y  hence  we  may  learn,  that 
God  has  a  right  to  try  our  obedience  in  any  man¬ 
ner  which  may  feern  beft  to  his  infinite  wifdom, 
notwithftanding  the  difficulties  and  feeming  in- 
confiftences  which  may  be  fuggefted  by  our  im¬ 
perfect  apprehenlion  of  things.  Is  it  enquired  ? 
Indeed,  the  queftion  has  been  often  put  by  fcof- 
fing  infidelity— Why  fhould  a  divine  command 
be  given  with  refpect  to  fo  trifling  a  circumftance, 
as  that  of  tailing  the  fruit  of  a  particular  tree?" 
The  foie  intention  of  the  Almighty  Creator  was 
to  prove  the  fidelity  and  fubmiffion  of  his  rational 
creatures;  and  why  not  in  this  circumftance,  as 
well  as  in  any  other  ?  Such  was  the  flotation  of  our 
firft  parents  in  their  primitive  ft  ate,  that  the  laws 
which  were  enjoined  them  mull  neceffarily  have 
been  few  and  Ample.  Moll  of  thole  injunctions 
would  have  been  totally  inapplicable  to  their  con¬ 
dition,  which  were  afterwards  laid  upon  mankind, 
when  the  human  race  was  multiplied  ;  when  a  di- 
vifion  of  property  had  taken  place  ;  and  extenfive 
civil  focieties  were  formed.  If  the  command  was 
plain  and  Ample,  tranfgreffion  was  the  more  cafily 
to  be  avoided.  Although  the  prohibition  related 
to  a  matter,  which  would  otherwife  have  been  al¬ 
together  indifferent ;  it  was  entirely  adequate  to 
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the  intended  purpofe,  which  was  to  prove  the  faith 
and  humility  of  the  rational  creatures  whom  God 
had  formed.  'Their  triah  like  that  of  every  other 
pcrfon,  was,  to  fee  whether  they  would  feek  for 
happinefs  only  in  compliance  with  the  divine  com- 
mand,  or  whether  they  would  endeavor  to  obtain 
it,  in  feme  other  way.  And  upon  this  principle, 
mat  particular  tree  which  was  the  fubjeft  of  the 
prohibition,  is  with  propriety  denominated  the  tree 
oj  knowledge  of  good  and  evil ;  as  it  was  intended  to 
fignily  to  thofe  who  tailed  the  fruit  thereof,  the 
good  of  entire  fubmiffion,  and  the  evil  of  wilful  dis¬ 
obedience  to  the  command  of  God.  From  thefe 
confiderations,  let  not  us  prefume  to  difpenfe  with 
any  of  the  injunctions  or  the  Almighty,  however 
insignificant  they  may  appear  to  our  limited  un- 
derfiandings.  Some  duties  an fe  from  the  natural 
and  neceffary  relations  of  things ;  and  feme  alfo, 
from  the  immediate  appointment  of  the  great  Cre¬ 
ator  and  Lord  of  the  Univerfe.  From  this  latter 
fource,  the  ceremonial  laws  of  the  Mofaic  difpen- 
fation  derived  all  their  authority ;  and,  on  the  fame 
account,  we  Chrijlians  are  obligated  to  fubmit  to 
the  pqfitive  institutions  of  the  gofpel.  The  will  of 
God,  in  whatever  manner  it  may  be  fignified  to 
mankind,  is  the  unerring  and  indifpenfible  rule  of 
human  conduct. 

Secondly ,  Hence  we  may  be  led  to  obferve  the 
diftinct  offices  o f  reef  on  and faith ,  in  the  great  con¬ 
cerns  of  religion.  Let  enthuliafts  endeavor  to  de¬ 
preciate  reafon,  becaufe  it  muft  ever  prove  un- 
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friendly  to  their  extravagant  pretcnfions — let  un.- 
believers  exceflively  extol  its  powers,  becaul'e  they  ' 
are  defirous  entirely  to  diicard  revelation — the  dil— 
creet  Chriftian  will  never  attempt  to  feparate 
what  God  has  mdillblublv  united.  He  will  make 
his  reafon  and  his  faith  mutually  aiTi.fr  each  other. 
The  beautiful  edifice  of  his  religion  will  be  found¬ 
ed  in  reafon ,  and  the  fuperftrudflure  will  be  reared 
on  high  by  faith;  and  all  the  facred  duties  per¬ 
formed  in  this  glorious  temple  of  the  Lord,  may 
bejuftly  denominated  a  reafonahle  fervice .  Reafon 

is  the  diflinguilhing  glory  of  man.  From  this 
heavenly  ingredient  in  his  competition,  it  is  faid, 
that  he  was  created  in  the  image  of  God.  T  his  is 
the  candle  of  the  Lord  {Fining  before  us  to  diredt 
our  progrefs.  This  is  the  celeftial  light  which 
lighteth  every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world. 
But  let  us  ever  remember,  that  the  rays  of  this  glo¬ 
rious  luminary  are  circumfcribed  within  certain 
limits.  This  heavenly  guide  can  conduct  us  only 
through  a  part  of  our  journey  ;  and  then,  fhe  vo¬ 
luntarily  gives  us  up  to  the  guidance  of  faith.  It 
is,  therefore,  a  matter  of  infinite  importance  to  us, 
when  reafon  flops;  to  be  fatisfied  and  willing  that 
faith  fiiould  take  us  by  the  hand.  Happy  would 
it  have  been  for  our  firft  parents,  had  they  added 
from  a  ftedfaft  conviction  of  this  momentous 

\  •  .  .  't 

truth.  God  had  vouchfafed  to  converfe  with  them 
under  fome  vifible  form ;  and  his  command  was 
communicated  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  they  enter¬ 
tained  not  the  leafl  doubt  of  its  divine  authority, 

<d 
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Reafon  herfelf,  therefore,  ought  to  have  taught 
them,  not  to  cavil,  but  implicitly  to  obey.  Has  God 
exprefsly  Qccinvcd  ^rhou/baltmt  eat ?  Every  contra- 
didory  aflcrtion  is,  therefore,  not  to  be  attended  to. 
Impertinent  and  prefumptuous  are  all  thy  imagi¬ 
nations,  “  that  thou  may  eft  tafte  the  forbidden 
jiuit,  not  only  without  danger,  but  even  with  plea- 

fure  and  advantage — tfiat  its  beautiful  appearance 
indicates  fome  falutary  quality  within  ;  that  fure- 

ly  it  is  good  lot  food,  and  much  to  be  delired  to 
make  one  wife.”  The  event  proved,  that  the  high— 
■eft  wifdom  of  man  is  to  fubmit  to  the  diredions 
ol  Almighty  God — that  mifery  is  the  natural  con¬ 
sequence  of  tranfgreffing  the  law. 

Thefe  obfervations  are  altogether  applicable  to 
theprefent  fttuation  of  Chriftians.  Our  religion 
requires  the  exercife  of  both  reafon  and  faith.  She 
comes  with  high  pretenfions — the  Ihrinks  not 
c  ofcft  infpe  ction — Ihe  demands  the  at¬ 
tention  which  is  due  to  a  divine  revelation.  Let 
reafon  examine  thefe  pretenfions,  and  w  eigh  the 
arguments  which  are  adduced  to  eftablilh  fuch 
high  authority  ;  for,  in  fo  doing,  reafon  ads  with¬ 
in  her  proper  fphere.  And  if  Ihe  at  length  de¬ 
termine,  that  our  religion  comes  from  God,  then 
let  us  receive  it  with  cordial  aftedion,  and  refign 
ouifelves,  without  relerve,  to  its  Heavenly  direc¬ 
tion.  Does  reafon  indeed  conclude  that  Chrifti- 
anity  is  of  celelhai  origin  ?  Does  reafon  declare 
that  God  is  wifer  than  man  ?  Let  us  then  call  in 
the  aid  or  faith.  Let  us  believe  the  aflertions  of 
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God,  though  we  cannot  always  perfectly  compre¬ 
hend  them.  Let  us  be  obedient  to  his  injunctions, 
though  we  cannot  always  explain  the  mode  of 
their  operation  in  producing  the  intended  effect. 
Upon  this  principle  let  us  ftedfaftly  maintain  the 
doctrines  of  the  exigence  of  three  perfonsm  the  u- 
nity  of  tne  divine  nature;  of  the  incarnation  of 
the  Son  of  God  ;  and  of  the  atonement  w  hich  he 
oifered  for  the  fins  of  the  world.  Let  us  heartily 
believe  and  ad  upon  that  perfuafion,  that  the  due 
reception  of  the  facraments,  though  they  are  but 
mere  matter,  will,  neverthelefs,  (by  the  efficacy  of 
the  divine  appointment)  have  a  fpiritual  effed  in 
promoting  the  purity,  and  thus  fecuring  the  fal- 
vation,  of  our  immortal  fouls.  Let  us  walk  by 
faith ,  and  not  by  fight ;  and  this  divine  principle 
will  be  unto  us  the  fibftance  of  things  hoped  for,  and 
the  evidence  of  things  not  fecn . 


‘Thirdly ,  From  this  paflage  of  facred  fcripture 
we  may  oblerve,  that  fince  the  will -of  God  is  the 
indifpenfible  rule  of  human  condud,  whenever 


his  commands  are  clearly  notified,  we  arc  not  pre- 
fumptuoufly  to  difdnguifh  them,  as  if  fome  were 
trifling,  while  others  are  important;  as  if  fome  of 


inem  deferved  regard,  while  others  may  be  tranf- 
greffed  with  impunity.  So  dr  as  the  infirmity  of 
our  nature  will  permit,  we  mull  endeavor  to  yield 
a  perfed  obedience  to  all  the  laws  of  God.  Thefe, 
no  doubt,  w  itn  icipcet  to  their  influence  upon  hu¬ 
man  happinefs,  arc  of  more  or  lefs  importance; 
but  ftilf  in  regard  to  the  authority  from  which 
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they  are  derived,  they  all  deferve  the  fame  refpeefc. 
Hence,  the  declaration  of  the  apoftle  is  undoubt¬ 
edly  juft ;  that  whojoever  keepeih  the  whole  law ,  and 
cjfendethj  (that  is,  wilfully  offendeth)  only  in  one 
pointy  he  is  guilty  of  all. — He  defpifes  that  authori¬ 
ty  upon  which  the  whole  law  is  founded.  In  their 
treatment  of  each  other,  our  firft  parents  violated 
no  duty,  they  lived  in  mutual  affection,  and,  in 
the  tafk  that  was  aftigned  them,  yielded  recipro¬ 
cal  afliftance.  And,  with  refpeft  to  their  devo¬ 
tional  temper  of  mind,  it  is  probable  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  the  poet  is  as  true,  as  it  is  beautiful — 

Their  orifons  were  each  morning  duly  paid 
In  various  ftyle  ;  for  neither  various  ftyle 
Nor  holy  rapture  wanted  they,  to  praife 
Their  Maker, 

Whofe  goodnefs  is  beyond  tho't  and  pozver  divine. 

% 

Conftant  as  they  were  in  the  difeharge  of  thefe  im¬ 
portant  duties,  it  were  well  if  they  had  attended 
to  the  leffer  matters  of  the  law.  Satan  did  not 
dare  to  inlinuate,  that  God  was  not  to  be  adored, 
or  that  they  were  not  to  love  each  other.  But  he 
artfully  fuggefted,  that  the  tailing  of  the  fruit  of 
a  particular  tree,  could  not  be  a  tranfgreffion  of 
fuch  frightful  magnitude;  could  not  poffibly  be 
attended  with  fuch  dreadful  confequences.  That 
he  is  a  liar  from  the  beginning,  the  fatal  event 
fufficiently  proved ;  and  it  now  concerns  us  to  be 
cautious,  left  we  fhould  be  feduced  into  tranfgref¬ 
fion  by  fimilar  falfe  fuggeftions.  Say  not,  that 


M  O  O  R  E. 


3*3 


becaufe  you  injure  no  man  by  diredt  injuftice,  you 
may  venture  to  indulge  in  rioting  and  drunken- 
nefs,  which  are  fuppofed  to  be  injurious  to  no  one 
but  yourfelf ;  for  God  has  commanded  us  to  be 
temperate  in  all  things,  and  has  introduced  drunk - 
tnnejs  into  the  fame  dreadful  catalogue  of  vices, 
with  adultery  and  murder.  Say  not,  that  becaufe 
you  obferve  ail  the  weightier  matters  of  the  law, 
duties  which  are  of  everlafting  obligation,  you  may, 
without  hazard,  neglect  the  pofitive  inftitutions  of 
the  gofpel — that  haptijm  is  of  no  avail  to  falvation 
- — and  that  the  Lord’s  j upper  is  a  ceremony  of  little 
fignificance.  The  proper  inquiry  is,  Has  God 
commanded  the  obfervance  of  them  ?”  If  this  be 
the  cafe,  it  is  our  duty  with  humility  to  fubmit, 
and  not  arrogantly  pretend  to  affign  reafons  to 
juftify  our  difobedience.  He  that  would  avoid 
the  great  offence,  mail  refolutely  withftand  the 
firft  beginnings  of  evil.  He  that  would  yield  an 
acceptable  obedience,  muff  prefenr  his  tithes  of 
mint,  and  anife,  and  cummin,  as  well  as  obferve 
the  more  weighty  precepts  of  the  law.  An  appa¬ 
rently  trifling  tranfgreffion,  may  be  productive  of 
very  ferious  confequences  ;  a  feeming  unimpor¬ 
tant  duty  may  be  highly  acceptable  in  the  fight  of 
him  who  enjoined  it.  Let  us  implicitly  obey ,  and 
then  we  may  fafely  truft  the  event  to  God,  who  is 
fupremely  wife,  and  powerful,  and  good. 

Fourthly ,  In  difcourfing  upon  this  fubje£t,  it 
may  be  farther  obferved,  that  the  very  foundation 
and  groundwork  ol  all  true  religion  mult  be  laid 
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in  an  humble  and  docile  difpofition  of  heart.  It 
was  pride  that  thruft  down  the  revolting  Angels 
irom  their  firft  abodes  in  the  manfions  of  glory.  It 
was  a  vain  confidence  in  their  own  powers  which 
cxpelied  Adana  and  Eve  from  all  the  joys  of  Para- 
dife.  Except  ye  he  converted ,  fays  our  Lord ,  and  be¬ 
come  like  little  children ,  ye  cannot  enter  into  the  king - 
d°m  of  God .  Now  the  prevailing  difpofition  of 
children  is  docility  of  mind ;  and  a  readinefs  to 
give  tnemfelves  up  to  the  guidance  of  thofc,  whofe 
goodnefs  they  have  experienced;  and  who,  they 
know,  are  wifer  than  themfelves.  Deffitute  of  this 
difpofition,  the  Pnarifees  blafphemed  the  Son  of 
Ood,  and  defpifed  his  ooflrines;  and,  on  the  fame 
account,  the  reafoning  Philofophers  of  the  prefent 
day  vilify  the  gofpel  of  Chriff,  becaufe  they  can¬ 
not  comprehend  all  its  myfteries.  But,  is  the  hu¬ 
man  underftanding  a  perfect  ftandard  of  all  wif- 
dom;  an  adequate  judge  of  all  truth?  Is  there  no- 
thing  true  which  lies  beyond  the  limits  of  our  com- 
prehemlon?  We  cannot  prefume  to  affert  it;  for, 
in  the  frrong  language  of  feripture,  it  may  be  ju li¬ 
ly  affirmed,  the  weaknefs  of  God  is  jironger  than  man , 
and  the  foolijhnefs  of  God  is  wifer  than  man .  All  na¬ 
ture  is  full  of  inexplicable  myfteries ;  and  before 
vain  philofophy  rejects  the  gofpel,  becaufe  fome 
myfterious  dodlrines  are  therein  inculcated,  it 
ought  to  explain  the  fecrct  procefs  by  which  fluid 
water  is  converted  into  iolid  ice;  or  how  every* 
blade  of  gnus  is  induced  to  fpring  upwards ,  con¬ 
trary  to  a  general  law  of  nature.  Ignorance  and 


arrogance  frequently  go  together :  but  the  ten¬ 
dency  of  true  wifdom  is  ever  to  make  us  humble. 
With  God,  nothing,  that  does  not  imply  diredt 
abfurdity  or  wickednefs,  is  impoliible.  When 
Samaria  was  clofely  befieged,  and  reduced  to  the 
]aft  extremity  by  famine,  Elifha,  the  man  of  God, 
came  forth  and  proclaimed  in  the  audience  of  all 
the  people,  thus  faith  the  Lord ,  to-morrow  about  this 
time^fhall  a  meafure  of  fine  flour  be  fold  for  a  fheckel , 
and  two  meafures  of  barley  for  a  fheckel ,  in  the  gates 
of  Samaria .  But  a  Lord,  on  whofe  hand  the  king 
leaned,  in  the  true  fpirit  of  captious  infidelity,  an- 
fwered  the  man  of  God,  and  faid,  behold ,  if  the 
Lord  would  make  windows  in  Heaven ,  might  this  thing 
be  ?  And  yet,  the  event  {bowed,  that  the  man  of 
God  was  right,  and  that  the  objections  of  the  im¬ 
pious  caviller  were  frivolous  and  vain.  Let  ima¬ 
ginations  be  cafl  down>  and  every  high  thing  that  exalt- 
eth  itfelf  againft  the  knowledge  of  God;  and  let  every 
thought  be  brought  into  captivity  to  the  obedience  of 
Chrift ;  and  we  fhall  find,  in  due  time,  that  in  be¬ 
lieving  the  dodtrines  of  the  gofpel,  we  have  not  fol¬ 
lowed  cunningly  devifed fables ;  that  what  God  hath 
promifed,  he  is  alfo  able  to  perform. 

For,  to  our  great  confolation,  it  may  be  obferv- 
ed,  in  the  lafl  place>  that  in  the  redemption  which 
was  wrought  out  by  the  Son  of  God,  fufficient  pro- 
vifion  is  made  to  remedy  all  the  fad  effects  of  this 
original  tranfgrejfion .  In  the  fulnefs  of  time,  God 
lent  forth  his  Son,  made  of  a  woman,  to  accompli fh 
the  promife  given  to  our  firft  parents  in  Paradife* 


M  CORE. 


326 


The  great  work  of  redemption  is  now  completed; 
and  we  are  continually  invited,  nay,  even  com¬ 
manded,  to  come  and  partake  of  its  benefits, 
T.  hrough  hearty  faith,  and  lincere  though  imper¬ 
fect  obedience ,  compenfation  may  be  amply  obtain¬ 
ed  for  the  lofs  of  the  tree  of  life ;  for  death  has 
been  vanquifhed,  and  immortality  is  again  brought 
to  light  in  the  gofpel.  Let  me  conclude  with  ex¬ 
horting  you,  to  acquiefce  in  the  wifdom  of  divine 
Providence,  in  whatever  manner  -God  may  think 
it  proper  to  try  and  prove  you,  in  this  mortal  life — 
to  cultivate  affiduouily  the  powers  of  reafon,  as 
the  diftinguifhing  gift  of  God,  and  the  greateft 
glory  of  man ;  and  reafon,  under  proper  manage¬ 
ment,  will  become  the  affectionate  handmaid  of 
faith — to  take  without  reluctance,  the  will  of  God 
for  the  guide  of  your  lives,  and  it  will  undoubtedly 
lead  you  to  happinefs  and  glory — to  walk  before 
him  with  all  lowlinefs  and  meeknefs  of  heart,  for 
he  who  thus  humbleth  himfelf  will  be  glorioufly 
exalted — to  let  the  bleffed  hope  of  everlafting 
life  animate  your  obedience  and  enliven  all  your 
profpeCis.  Faffing,  in  this  manner,  through  things 
temporal,  you  will  finally  lofe  not  the  things  eter¬ 
nal  ;  for  there  remaineth  a  never-ceafing  reft  for 
the  people  of  God, 
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And  they  confider  not  in  their  hearts ,  that  I  remember 
all  their  imckednefs. 

IT  is  a  melancholy  thought  that  there  are  fome 
people,  perhaps  a  great  many,  who  are  with¬ 
out  the  conllderation  mentioned  in  the  text  ;  that 
do  not  confider  that  the  Lord  remembers  all  their 
wickednefs. 

If  a  man  does  a  known  injury  to  his  neighbor, 
he  is  very  apt  to  think  he  remembers  it.  But  he 
may  offend  God  from  time  to  time,  and  not  con¬ 
fider  that  be  can  remember  too.  This  is  an  affect¬ 
ing  thought,  both  with  refpect  to  ourfelves  and 
others.  When  we  obferve  this  careleffnefs  in 
others  about  offending  God,  and  an  indifferency, 
whether  he  takes  notice  of  it  or  not ;  we  may 
-wonder  and  pity  their  inattention,  as  we  do  when 
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we  fee  a  gieat  careleffhefs  in  people,  whofquander 
away  their  eftate  without  thought,  or  run  greatly 
in  deot,  01  aie  negligent  oi  their  health,  expofing 
by  intemperance  or  other  folly.  But  when  we 
bijiig  tiie  cafe  nome  to  ourlelves,  and  reflect  how 
often  we  have  offended  God,  without  confidering 
tnat  he  lemembers  it ;  it  is  enough  to  ailed  us 
with  i  cm  one  and  fhame.  here  is  no  part  of  a 
man  s  conduct  that  more  furprizes  him,  when  he 
comes  to  reflexion,  than  that  he  did  not  confider 
in  his  heart,  that  the  Lord  remembered  his  wick- 
ednefs,  although  he  did  not.  How  could  it  be, 
might  he  lay  to  himfelf,.  that  I  fhould  have  finned 
in  this  particular,  and  in  that,  and  yet  not  advert 
to  the  Lord’s  feeing  it?— Not  confider,  that  he, 
whofe  eyes  run  to  and  fro  through  the  earth,  mu  ft 
behold  an  offender  againft  his  laws  ?  How7  ftrange 
is  it  that  I  fhould  be  thus  thoughtlefs,  to  wound 
my  foul  by  frequent  ads  of  fin,  to  grow  daily 
worfe,  by  daily  going  farther  from  God;  that  God, 
who  is  as  able  to  punifh,  as  he  wras  able  to  create 
me.  Surely  I  muft  be  like  the  ungodly,  deferibed 
in  the  Ffalms.  The  ungodly  is  Jo  proud  that  he  careth 
not  for  God:  neither  is  God  in  all  bis  thoughts .  He 
hath  / aid  in  his  hearty  tujh ,  God  hath  forgotten he 
hideth  away  his  face,  and  he  zvill  never fee  it.  Thus 
he  might  reafon  with  himfelf  and  reafon  truly. 
Tor  fuch  as  are  thus  carelefs  are  like  the  ungodly; 
nay,  they  are  the  ungodly  themfelves,  whom  the 
fpirit  of  wifdom  hath  fo  juftly  deferibed.  They 
fay,  God  hath  forgotten — that  is,  doth  not  remem-. 
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ber.  But  the  fame  fpirit  *  contradicts  thefe  bold 
affertions — Wherefore  jhould  the  wicked  hlafpheme 
God :  while  he  doth  fay  in  his  heart ,  tuftj,  thou  God 
careft  not  for  it?  Surely  thou  hafl  feen  it,  for  thou  be¬ 
hold  eft  ungodlinefs  and  wrong .  We  have  no  difficul¬ 
ty  in  believing  this :  for  whatever  the  ungodly 
may  fay,  it  will  be  no  hard  matter  for  thofe  who 
fear  God,  to  believe  that  he  really  does  behold  un- 
godlinefs  and  wrong.  And,  indeed,  it  is  not  im¬ 
probable  that  many  of  the  ungodly  cannot  help 
believing  it  themfelves;  for  though  they  may  fay, 
God  carethnot  for  it,  yet  it  is  much  to  be  queftion- 
ed,  whether  they  really  think  fo.  It  is  true,  they 
do  not  confider  in  their  hearts,  that  is,  they  have 
hot  a  deep  and  fettled  confideration,  that  God  fees 
them :  yet  if  they  would  turn  their  thoughts  inward 
and  a(k  the  queftion  ferioufly,  whether  God  fees 
them  or  not?  they  would  not  fo  readily  fay,  that 
he  cared  not.  But  it  is  through  want  of  due 
thought  upon  the  fubjecl,  that  they  do  not  confi¬ 
der  in  their  hearts,  that  the  Lord  remembers  their 
wickednefs — and  therefore  venture  to  fay  within 
themfelves,  he  doth  not  regard.  It  would  feem 
as  if  it  was  done  to  put  off  fome  disturbing  thought 
juft  beginning  to  arife;  and  that  it  might  not  dif- 
turb  them,  they  banifh  it  by  a  fudden  effort — fay¬ 
ing,  what  fignifies  it  to  have  any  uneafinefs  about 
it?  God  careth  not  for  thefe  things. — -There  are 
fome  to  be  fure  who  do  not  believe  in  God’s  all- 
feeing  eve,  and  his  univerfal  prefence;  but  yet,  I 
fuppoie,  there  are  more  who  cannot  help  believing 
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it,  when  they  take  the  time  to  confider  it ;  and 
yet.  notwithftandine,  for  want  of  attention,  flatter 
themfeives  with  the  hopes  of  his  not  beholding,  or 
at  leaft,  not  remembering,  to  their  utter  confufion, 
at  a  future  day. 

To  fuch,then,  it  may  be  ufeful  to  have  a  warn¬ 
ing.  It  may  do  them  good  to  be  reminded  of 
their  inattention — to  be  brought  to  confider  that 
which  they  do  not.  And  may  we  not  fuppofe 
that  the  words  of  the  text  were  written  for  this 
purpofe.  Why  are  the  threatnings  in  fcripture, 
but  to  alarm  the  minds  of  thofe  whofe  conduct 
expofes  them  to  thofe  evils  which  are  threatened  ? 
]Not  only  the  danger  of  a  finful  courfe  is  mention¬ 
ed,  but  the  danger  of  being  carelefs  and  off'  our 
guard  is  alfo  mentioned;  that  we  may  avoid  the 
temptation  we  are  expofed  to  from  careleffnefs. 
The  benefit  of  watchfulnefs  is  defcribed,  that  we 

-  i  ’  ' 

may  become  watchful — The  benefit  of  prayer  is 
mentioned  that  we  may  pray — The  help  which 
the  Lord  is  ready  to  afford  is  written,  that  we  may 
apply  for  it — His  mercy  is  fpoken  of  in  high 
terms,  that  we  may  not  defpair;  and  his  judg¬ 
ments  are  recorded,  that  we  may  not  prefume  too 
much  upon  his  goodnefs;  but  rather  be  driven 
irom  fin  to  the  arms  of  mercy.  So  the  want  oi 
confideration  is  written,  that  luch  as  need  it,  may 
be  roufed  to  confider.  Of  this  inconfideratenefs 
there  are  many  kinds.  Men  do  not  confider  e~ 
nough  that  they  are  to  die- — they  are  not  apt  to 
confider  whether  they  are  prepared  to  die— they 
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do  not  often  confider  that  they  arc  really  Turners — • 
thev  do  not  conlider  that  fin  muft  bepunilhed,  ei- 
ther  in  themfelves,  or  in  another  for  them— they 
do  not  often  confider  whether  their  fins  have  been 
ever  pardoned;  and  fo  in  many  ways,  men  nc- 
gledl  a  due  confideration.  I  appeal  to  you,  my 
brethren,  whether  you  do  not  fuppofe  that  among 
the  many  forts  of  inconfiderate  people,  there  are 
fome  that  confider  hot  that  the  Lord  remembers 
their  wickednefs?  Iffo,  the  words  of  the  text  were 
written  for  their  benefit ;  that  they  may  perhaps 
apply  the  dodtrine  to  themfelves,  and  fay  it  is  too 
true:  For  when  men  are  brought  to  fee  their  er¬ 
ror,  it  is  a  good  beginning.  And  if  a  man  hath 
often,  or  even  ever  faid  to  himlelf,  cc  God  hath 
forgotten  my  fins,  or  hideth  away  his  face  and 
willnever  fee  them,”  and  ihould  caft  his  eyes  upon, 
this  place  of  feripture,  or  hear  it  fpoken  of,  where 
he  difeovers  his  thoughts  are  unveiled  by  the  word 
of  truth;  and  that  he  is  juft  fuch  a  man,  as  is 
there  deferibed,  he  may  be  ftruck  with  a  fear  of 
that  God,  who,  he  was  weak  enough  to  fuppofe,  had 
forgotten  him.  And  then  the  cafe  will  be  revers¬ 
ed.  He  had  faid  that  God  had  forgotten  ;  but 
now  he  is  afraid  that  God  never  will  forget  his 
fins  :  He  before  faid,  that  the  Lord  had  done  what 
he  now  believes  he  never  will  do.  This  is  a  com¬ 
mon  cafe  of  the  ungodly,  when  they  firft  fee  their 
fins  in  full  view,  they  are  fo  dreadful,  fo  heinous, 
that  they  think  God  never  will  forgive  them.  If 
they  are  fupported  by  a  fmall  hope,  it  is  but  a 


final!  one;  their  general  (late,  being  almoft  a  def- 
pair  of  mercy. 

This  leads  me  to  the  fecond  things  to  wit.  That 
there  is  another  fenfe  in  which  the  Lord  remem¬ 
bers  our  fins  no  more,  and  very  different  from  that 
of  which  I  have  been  difcourfing.  In  this,  an  un¬ 
godly  man  fays,  God  does  not  mind  his  fins,  and 
flatters  himfelf,  or  rather  tries  to  flatter  himfelf, 
that  his  fins  will  be  forgotten  though  they  have 
been  never  pardoned — that  is,  that  God  will  pafs 
them  by,  though  he  has  never  repented,  or  fued 
properly  for  a  pardon.  In  the  other  fenfe,  God. 
forgets  or  remembers  our  fins  no  more,  wrhen  after 
humiliation  and  amendment,  he  hath  pardoned 
and  blotted  them  out.  Now  for  a  man  to  be  able 
to  fay  this.  That  the  Lord  hath  blotted  out  his  fins 
and  will  remember  them  no  more,  is  as  defirable 
a  ftate,as  the  other  before-mentioned  is  deplorable. 
That  the  Lord  does  pardon  true  penitents,  is  a 
comfortable  truth,  and  one  of  the  great  points  of 
the  gofpel.  When  remiffion  of  fins,  as  w  ell  as  re¬ 
pentance,  was  ordered,  by  Chrift,  to  be  preached* 

how  do  fome  doubt  whether  it  is  to  be  had  in  this 
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world  ?  The  apoftles  fpeak  of  it  as  a  thing  actually 

done,  and  not  as  a  matter  only  to  be  expedted  in 
the  next  life.  St.  John  fays,  I  write  unto  you , 

little  children,  becaufe  your  fins  are  forgiven  you,  for 
his  names  fake ,  or  through  his  name .  And  does 
he  not  fay.  If  we  confefs  our  fins,  he  is  faithful  and 
juft  to  forgive  us  our  fins,  and  to  clcanfe  us  from  all 
unrighteoufnefs .  St.  James — That  the  prayer  of 
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faith  fall  fave  the  fck ,  and  the  Lord  fall  raife  him 
up,  and  if  he  have  committed  fins,  they  fall  be  forgiv¬ 
en  him .  And  St.  Peter — That  all  the  prophets  give 
witnefs  to  Chrift ,  that  the  believers  in  him  receive 
remiff  on  of  fins  through  his  name  ?  And  we  have  no 
reafon  to  fuppofe  that  this  remifiion  is  to  be  had' 
only  hereafter,  when  we  compare  the  exprefiions  . 
together,  and  confider  alfo  the  tefiimony  of  ex¬ 
perience  about  it.  If  our  Lord  had  power  on 
earth  to  forgive  fins,  and  did  actually  do  fo,  why 
fhould  we  doubt  either  his  power  or  willingnefs  to 
do  it  now  ? 

The  apoftle  to  the  Hebrews  mentions  it  as  a 
part  of  the  new  covenant,  in  his  quotation  from 
the  prophet  Jeremiah. — This  is  the  covenant  that  1 
will  make  with  the  houfe  of  Ifrael  after  thofe  days, 
faith  the  Lord;  I  will  put  my  laws  into  their  mind , 
and  write  them  in  their  hearts  ;  and  I  will  be  to  them 
a  God ,  and  they  fall  be  to  me  a  people  ;  and  they  fall 
not  teach  every  man  his  neighbor ,  and  every  man  his 
brother ,  faying ,  knozv  the  Lord :  for  all  fall  know  me, 
from  the  leaf  to  the  great  ef :  for  I  zvill  be  merciful  to 
their  unright  eonfnefs,  and  their  fins  and  their  iniquities 
zvill  I  remember  no  more .  So  that  remifiion  of  fins 
is  part  of  the  new  covenant ;  and  we  may  look 
for  its  accomplifhment  in  performing  the  condi¬ 
tions  of  it,  by  confefiion,  prayer,  humiliation,  and 
amendment. 

Thus,  then,  to  have  the  Lord  forget  our  fins  is 
very  defirable,  and  quite  dilierent  from  fuppofing 
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he  does  not  notice  them.  And  remiffion  of  fins  is 
preached  that  men  may  arrive  to  this  ftate,  by  firft 
having  a  hope  of  pardon,  and  then  by  actually  ob¬ 
taining  it.  I  do  not  mean  that  the  ungodly,  living 
in  fin,  are  firft  driven  from  it  by  the  hope  of  par¬ 
don :  No ;  they  are  driven  from  fin  by  the  fear  of 
judgment.  The  hope  of  pardon,  however  final!* 
at  firft,  keeps  them  fromdefpair;  fo  that  whilft 
the  fear  of  judgment  humbles  them,  they  are  gra¬ 
dually  led  on  by  hope,  to  the  throne  of  mercy. 
And  this  remiffion  of  fins  is  preached  that  fmners, 
in  their  deepeft  diftrefs  from  the  fear  of  wrath,  may 
yet  have  forne  hope  left;  that  they  may  not  caft 
off  all  thoughts  of  faivation ;  and  alfo  that  the 
profpecl  of  reconciliation  may  be  ftill  plainer,  as 
they  return  towards  God. 


And  now  final!  we  reflect  a  moment  on  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  thefe  two  extremes— that  of  not 
confidering  that  the  Lord  remembers  our  wicked- 
iiefs,  and  will  call  us  to  an  account  for  it — and  that 
of  confidering  that  he  hath  done  away  our  fins, 
and  will  remember  them  no  more  ?  The  former 
fort  are  apt  to  dread  the  day  of  reckoning,  and  the 
latter  to  hope  for  it— I  fay,  are  apt  to  do  fo  5  be- 
caufe  neither  of  them  always  do  it.  The  ungodly 
are  apt  to  dread  that  day,  though  they  do  not  al¬ 
ways  fear  it :  lor  they  try  to  put  it  by,  and  that  is 
the  reafon  of  their  laying,  God  doth  not  regard. 
However,  they  are  apt  to  tear,  and  it  is  this  apti¬ 
tude  to  fear  that  makes  them  try  to  flfift  it  off,  in 
the  beft  manner  they  are  able.  They  endeavor  ta 


leflen  their  fins  in  their  own  eyes,  inftead  of  confef- 
fing  them.  If  their  fins  are  too  great  for  them  to 
get  eafe  in  this  manner,  they  try  fome  other,  either 
to  dilbelieve,  (for  men  may  help  forward  their  un¬ 
belief  as  well  as  their  belief)  or  refolve  to  repent 
hereafter,  or  elfe  to  lay  the  Lord  careth  not  lor  it, 
not  confiderine:  in  their  hearts  that  he  does  re- 
member.  The  text  mentions,  confidering  in  the 
heart,  and  not  without  reafon.  For  fiich  people 
have  thoughts  about  thefe  things,  but  they  are  but 
flight — they  drive  them  off' to  prevent  their  lm- 
preilion ;  and  that  is  the  caufe  why  they  confider 
it  not  in  their  hearts. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  godly  have  a  difpolition 
or  aptitude  to  hope  for  the  fame  day,  though  they 
do  not  always  or  conftantly  wifh  for  it.  They 
hope  for  it,  not  as  a  day  of  punifhment,  butas  a  day 
of  happinefs — they  hope  for  it,  becaufe  they  con- 
fider  their  fins  as  done  away  and  forgotten,  and 
look  for  that  glory  from  the  Lord,  which  is  referv- 
ed  for  them  that  hope  in  his  holy  name.  They 
truft  in  the  Lord  for  falvation,  and  according  to 
his  word,  hope  for  it,  as  he  hath  promifed.  The 
ftronger  their  hope,  the  more  they  try  to  pleafe 
him,  becaufe  their  love  is  fo  much  the  greater; 
and  the  more  they  try  to  pleafe  him,  the  fironger 
will  their  hope  be. 

And  now  I  {hall  conclude,  by  obferving  to  you, 
how  proper  it  would  be  for  everyone,  here  prefent, 
to  afk  his  own  heart,  whether  he  is  one,  that  is  apt 
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to  fhift  oli  the  evil  day  or  not  ?  Whether  he  ever 
aims  to  get  peace  by  fuppofmg  that  God  doth  not 
remember  his  wickednels :  or,  whether  he  in  any 
other  manner  endeavors  after  a  falfe  peace ;  juft  a 
prefent  lull  to  the  riftngs  of  a  troubled  mind  ?  If 
there  are  any  fuch  here,  then  take  this  fermon  as  a 
warning,  perhaps  from  the  Lord,  to  awaken  you 
to  better  thoughts;  to  a  deeper  conftderation 
that  you  muft  one  day  give  an  account  of  your 
conduct,  and  that  to  the  Judge  of  all  men — to  the 
great  Judge  of  the  whole  earth,  who  knoweth  the 
fecrets  of  your  hearts,  as  well  as  the  words  of  your 
mouth.  There  is  not  a  word  in  your  tongue,  but 
he  knoweth  it  altogether.  If  you  have  fworn 
falfely,  or  fworn  vainly,  he  knoweth  it.  If  you 
have  flandered  your  neighbor,  or  harbored  malice 
in  your  heart  againft  him,  he  knoweth  it.  If  you 
have  defrauded  or  otherwife  wronged  your  neigh¬ 
bor,  either  in  his  perfon,  or  eftate,  or  good  name, 
the  Lord  knoweth  it  as  well  as-  you ;  for  he  be- 
holdeth  ungodlinefs  and  wrong.  And  if  he  know¬ 
eth  thefe  things,  and  every  other  fin,  and  you  muft 
be  brought  to  judgment  for  them,  or  obtain  a  par¬ 
don  ;  fhould  you  not  with  all  your  might  ftrive  to 
obtain  this  pardon  ?  and  lhould  you  not  ftrive  to 
obtain  it  now  ;  or  can  you  think  it  better  to  delay 
it  till  it  is  too  late  ?  . 

But  if,  upon  examination,  there  be  others  here 
prefent,  who  do  not  fee  that  they  have  been  quite 
fo  incomideratc,  astofuppofe  they  are  hidden  from 
the  eyes  of  the  Lord,  or  that  he  doth  not  mind 
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them ;  and  yet  can  fee  that  they  have  been  too  difo- 
bedienr  to  laws  ;  and  having  tinned  againfl  them, 
are  guilty,  and  fubjedl  to  punifhment  alfo,  though 
not  in  the  fame  degree  as  the  more  ungodly — then 
if  there  be  fuch  here,  you  may  need  counfel  too  ; 
and  the  counfel  I  give,  is  to  confefs  your  lins  alfo, 
one  by  one,  and  beg  for  mercy  daily;  and  be 
watchful  in  future  againfl:  them,  and  all  other  fins 
whatever.  Pray  earnefrly,  conftantly,  to  him  who 
is  the  only  Saviour.  It  is,  indeed,  eafy  to  advife 
men  to  confefs  their  fins  ;  and  it  appears  eafy  to 
follow  fuch  advice.  But  experience  is  againfl:  it ; 
for  though  it  feems  fuch  an  eafy  matter,  perhaps 
not  one  in  twenty,  when  they  return  from  church, 
will  confefs  them,  either  in  general  or  particular. 
Though  we  are  told  from  the  Bible,  that  if  we 
will  confefs  our  fins,  we  fhall  have  forgivenefs,  yet 
one  would  think  from  the  event,  that  it  is  almofl: 
as  eafy  to  perfuade  a  finner  to  leave  his  fins,  as  to 
confefs  them  by  a  particular  confeffion.  And  this 
is  mentioned  juft  to  ftir  you  up  to  confeffion. 

But  there  may  be  others  alfo  here,  befides  the 
two  forts  above-mentioned,  and  they  are  the  god¬ 
ly,  who  walk  in  all  the  commandments,  with  an 
earned  defire  to  be  found  diligent  in  the  work  of 
the  Lord.  Let  me  advife  you  to  be  watchful,  and 
exceedingly  careful  of  your  behaviour;  not  with 
an  eye  ofpleafing  men,  but  God,  who  trieth  the 
hearts.  This  you  will  find  necefiary,  to  guard  a- 
gainft  the  defigns  cf  the  enemy,  who  may  over¬ 
come  fuch  as  he  finds  off  them  guard.  Confefs your 
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iins  too,  knowing  that  you  need  mercy.  And  look 
to  the  Lord  for  help,  knowing  that  you  need  help. 
Be  humble  in  all  your  deportment,  as  followers  of 
the  Lamb  of  God.  Put  your  truft  in  him,  who  is 

,  4 

abletofave.  And  may  we  all  obtain  the  crown 
of  glory,  that  fadeth  not  away..  Now  to  God,  &c» 
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SERMON  XVIII. 


The  NATURE  and  ADVANTAGES  of 
THE  FEAR  OF  THE  LORD. 


B  Y 


JOHN  RODGERS,  D.  D. 


One  of  the  Min  liters  of  the  United  Prefoyterian  Churches,  ia 

New- York. 


P  r  o  v.  xxiii.  17. 

Be  thou  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  all  the  day  long . 

^HERE  is  Pearce  any  thing  that  has  a  more 


-*■  immediate  influence  upon  our  duty  or  our 
comfort,  than  the  due  government  of  the  palHons. 
When  they  are  properly  directed,  they  ferve  as 


powerful  fprings  of  right  adion  ;  but  unguided 


by  reafon,  and  revelation,  they  are  the  fruitful 
fources  of  vice,  guilt  and  ruin. 

Hence  the  wife  and  virtuous,  in  all  ages,  have 
employed  themfelves  in  forming  rules  for  their 
regulation.  But  it  has  been  found  more  eafy  to 
prefcribe,  than  to  reduce  thefe  rules  to  pradice. 

Herein,  then, the  religion  of  Jefus  has  theadvan- 
tage  over  every  other  fyftem  of  morality,  in  that 
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it  not  only  prefcribes  the  moftjuff  and  proper 
rules  for  this  end  ;  but  provides  the  affiftance  that 
is  requifite  to  enable  us  to  comply  with  them. 

This  is  the  fpecial  bufinefs  of  the  fpirit  of  grace, 
in.the  ceconomy  of  man’s  falvation  ;  and  directed 
and  affifted  by  him,  we  are  enabled  to  be,  and  walk , 
in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  all  the  day  long ,  agreeably  to 
the  precept  in  our  text. 

To  enable  you  to  underftand  and  improve  this 
important  precept,  in  a  proper  manner,  I  fhall  en¬ 
deavor,  by  the  aids  of  this  fpirit, 

I.  To  fliew  you  what  it  is  to  be  in  the  fear  of 
the  Lord  all  the  day  long. 

II.  Enquire  why  we  fhould  ftudy  thus  to  he  in 
the  fear  of  the  Lord. 

I.  I  am  briefly  to  fhew  you  what  it  is  to  be  in 
the  fear  of  the  Lord  all  the  day  long. 

Fear  is  a  paffion  of  the  human  mind,  and  Hands 
oppofcd  to  hope.  It  is  that  paffion,  by  which  the 
author  of  nature  guards  us  againft  danger  ;  and  in 
this  view,  when  properly  diredted,  is  of  Angular 
life  in  the  conduct  of  life.  It  always  has  for  its 
objedt  feme  evil,  real  or  fuppofed ;  and,  in  the 
words  of  our  text,  with  many  other  places  in  fa- 
cred  feripture,  its  immediate  object  is  the  evil  and 
danger  of  finning  againft  God  ;  and  the  juft  difpleafure 
of  God ,  in  confequence  of  offending  him .  To  fear 
thefe,  is  to  fear  the  Lord  in  the  beft  fenfe  of  the 
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phrafe.  This  is  the  fenfe  in  which  the  churches 
are  faid,  to  zvalk  in  the  fear  of  the  Loid,  and  in  the 
comfort  of  the  Holy  Ghof.  And  in  the  fame  fenfe, 
the  fear  of  the  Lord,  is  faid  to  be  the  beginning  of 
wifdom. 

Bat,  to  give  you  a  fuller  view  of  this  grace,  I 
beg  your  attention  while  I  briefly  obferve ; 

i.  That  it  implies  a  humble  reverence  for  God. — 1 
A  fenfe  of  his  being,  perfections  and  character  ; 
that  he  is,  and  that  he  is  the  rewarder  of  them  that 
diligently  feek  him .  That  he  is  a  God  of  purer  eyes 
than  to  behold  evil .  There  is  no  view  of  God  that 
contributes  moire  to  form  the  human  heart  to  a 
true  fear  of  him,  and  a  devout  reverence  for  him, 
than  a  believing  view  of  the  holinefs  of  his  nature. 
This  is  the  cafe  of  the  Angels  themfelves,  as  we 
learn  from  Ifaiah  vi.  1 — 3.  I  faw  alfo,  the  Lord 
fitting  upon  a  throne,  high  and  lifted  up,  and  his  train 
filled  the  temple.  Above  it  food  the  feraphims  ,*  each 
one  had  fix  wings  ;  with  twain  he  covered  his  face,  and 
with  twain  he  covered  his  feet,  and  with  twain  he  did 
fiy.  And  one  cried  unto  another,  and  faid,  holy,  holy, 
holy  is  the  Lord  of  hofts  ;  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his 
glory  ! 

There  cannot  be  a  more  lively  defeription  of 
reverence  and  godly  fear,  than  that  given  us  in  the 
conduct  of  the  feraphim,  verfe  2.  You  will  pleafe 
to  obferve,  each  one  of  thefe  adoring  fpirits  had 
fix  wings.  With  twain  they  covered  their  faces — • 
$ruck  with  the  majefly  of  God,  and  unable  to  be- 
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hold  his  glory ;  and  zvitb  twain  they  covered  their 
feet — as  unworthy  to  fhmd  in  his  facred  prefence, 
though  immaculate,  and  the  higheft  order  of  ra¬ 
tional  creatures  known  to  us ;  and  with  twain  they 
did  fly — importing  the  alacrity,  cheerfulnefs  and 
expedition,  with  which  they  execute  the  divine 
commands.  And  the  fource  of  this  reverence, 
humility  and  obedience,  we  have,  verfe  3.  It  was 
the  view  they  had  of  the  hulinefs  of  the  divine 
nature.  For  one  cried  unto  another,  and Jaid,  holy, 
holy,  holy  is  the  Lord  of  hofts  ;  the  whole  earth  is  full 
of  his  glory  ! 

+ 

A  like  effect  of  the  like  view  of  this  fame  attri¬ 
bute,  we  have  in  the  condud  of  the  four  living 
creatures,  and  the  four  and  twenty  elders ;  of 
whom  we  read  in  the  4th  chapter  of  the  Rev¬ 
elation  of  St.  John,  from  the  8th  to  the  nth 
verfe. — 

A  knowledge  of  the  greatnefs  and  majefly  of 
God,  has  alfo  no  fmall  inftrumentality  in  promo¬ 
ting  this  temper.  This  appears  in  the  cafe  of  the 
prophet  Jeremiah,  x.  6,  7.  Forafmuch  as  there  is 
none  like  unto  theey  0  Lord;  thou  art  great ,  and  thy 
name  is  great  in  might.  Who  would  not  fear  theey  0 
king  of  nations  ?  To  the  fame  purpofe  are  the  words 
of  the  Pfalmift  ;  For  the  Lord  is  great ,  and  greatly 
.to  he  praifed  ;  be  is  to  he  feared  above  all  gods. 

He  is  alfo  a  God  of  ftrid  and  invariable  judice. 

A  God  who  will  puniflo  iniquity ,  tranfgrcfjion  and 
fin ;  and  who  will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty ,  with¬ 
out  an  interefr  in  the  atonement  of  the  Mediator- 
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If  you  add  to  all  this,  that  Jehovah  is  an  all- 
feeing  and  a  heart-fearching  God,  you  will  eahly 
perceive,  that  this  reverence,  this  godly  fear  julily 
becomes  us.  And  few  of  the  divine  attributes  have 
a  more  powerful  influence  on  this  temper,  than 
his  omnifcience,  when  properly  underfiood  and 
realized.  That  the  eyes  of  the  Lord  run  to  and  fro, 
throughout  the  whole  earth— difeerning  the  thoughts 
and  intents  of  the  heart :  and ,  that  there  is  not  any 
creature  that  is  not  vianifef  in  his  fight ;  hut  all  things 
are  naked  and  opened  unto  the  eyes  of  him  with  whom 
we  have  to  do.  That  no  darknefs  can  hide  from 
him.  That  the  lliades  of  midnight,  and  the  blaze 
of  noon,  are  the  fame  thing  to  him.  A  fenfe  of 
our  being  always  under  the  immediate  eye  of  this 
God,  from  whom  nothing  can  be  hid,  naturally 
tends  to  beget  and  cherilh  this  fear  of  the  Lord  in 
our  hearts ;  to  fill  us  with  that  reverence  for  his 
majefty,  that  enters  fo  deeply  into  the  duty  enjoin¬ 
ed  in  our  text.  On  the  other  hand — ignorance  of 
God,  and  inattention  to  thefc  perfections  of  his 
nature,  efpecially  to  his  omnifcience  and  omni¬ 
prefence,  are  among  the  mod  fruitful  fources  of 
that  irreverence  for  him,  which  ftands  oppofed  to 
the  grace  I  deferibe.  The  language  of  the  finner’s 
heart  and  life  is — How  doth  God  know  ?  Can  he 
judge  through  the  dark  cloud  ?  ‘Thick  clouds  are  a  cov¬ 
ering  to  him ,  that  he  feeth  not ,  and  he  walketh  in  the 
circuit  of  Heaven.  He  may  not,  indeed,  venture 
to  fay  it  with  his  lips,  but  he  daily  faith  by  his 
practice,  the  Lord fall  not  fee,  neither  fall  the  God 
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of  Jacob  regard  it.  And,  by  the  by,  this  irrever¬ 
ence  for  God,  is  the  true  fource  of  that  rude  and 
unworthy  practice  of  profane  fwearing.  A  prac- 
tice  4iil  miults  all  the  laws  of  politenefs,  and  ren¬ 
ders  the  man  unfit  for  genteel  fociety,  while  it  vi- 
ola*.es  tiiC  moft  facred  obligations  of  piety  and 
morality. 

2.  1  he  fear  of  tne  Lord  implies,  an  habitual 
care  left  we  offend  him.  This  is  the  genuine  ef- 
fed  of  that  reverence  for  God,  of  which  you  have 
jult  heard.  The  more  it  prevails  in  the  heart, 

the  more  will  it  govern  and  influence  the  life. _ 

The  true  fource  of  this  care  is,  a  fincere  love  to 
God,  arm  a  oefire  to  plcaie  him.  The  man  who 
does  not  love  God,  and  defire  to  pleafe  him,  will 
not  be  careful,  on  juft  principles,  to  guard  againft 
giving  him  offence.  Why  does  the  dutiful  child 
fear  to  offend  a  kind  and  tender  parent  ?  Is  it  not 
becaufe  he  loves  him  ?  Becaufe  his  honor  lies 
near  his  heart  ?  Thus  in  the  cafe  before  us,  the 
more  we  love  God  and  his  law,  the  more  cautious 
and  tender  fliall  we  be,  left  we  fin  againft  him. — 
And  this  circumfpedion  fervcs,  not  only  as  a 
guard  againft  the  commiffion  of  fin  ;  but  it  has  a 
powerful  influence  alfo  upon  the  performance  of 
duty.  It  (Emulates  the  man  who  fears  the  Lord, 
to  a  confcientious  and  faithful  difchame  of  the 
whole  of  his  duty,  to  the  utmoft  of  his  power.  It 
guards  him  againft  omitting  it  in  the  fealon  there¬ 
of;  and  engages  him  to  attend,  not  only  to  the 
matter,  but  to  the  manner  of  his  performing  it. 
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In  a  word,  this  habitual  care,  this  circumfpec- 
tion  of  conduit,  that  we  do  not  omit  our  duty  to 
God,  our  neighbor,  or  ourfelves;  that  we  perform 
it  in  the  proper  time  and  manner;  and  that  we  do 
not  knowingly  and  wilfully  fin  againft  God,  is  li¬ 
terally  to  be  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  all  the  day  long 2 
and  is  one  principal  thing  the  Holy  Spirit  intends 
by  the  precept  in  our  text. 

3.  This  fear  of  the  Lord  has  for  its  objcit,  this 

juft  difpleafure  of  God ,  'as  due  to  us  for  Jin. 

That  we  have  finned  againft  God,  and  hereby 
merited  his  higheft  difpleafure,  are  melancholy 
truths,  that  we  do  not,  cannot  admit  of  a  doubt* 
And  hence  thofe  numerous  evils  that  have  fo  uni- 
verfally  overfpread  this  world  of  ours ;  fuch  as  fick- 
nefs  and  pain,  war  and  famine,  poverty,  difgrace* 
and  death  itfelf;  and  together  with  thefe,  our  be¬ 
ing  juftly  liable  to  b tt  punijhed  with  everlafting  de* 
ftrutlion  from  the  prefente  of  the  Lord%  and  from  the 
glory  of  his  power.  Moral  and  natural  evil  are  in- 
feparably  connected,  and  the  latter  never  fails  to 
follow  the  former,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree.  And 
fince  we  are  fingers,  and  confcious  to  ourfelves 
that  we  are  fo,  we  juftly  fear  the  divine  difpleafure 
due  to  us  therefor.  Thus  the  Pfalmift— My  flefh 
trembleth  for  fear  of  thee  ;  and  I  am  afraid  of  thy 
judgments.  Not  to  fear  the  judgments  of  God  in 
this  fituation,  would  be  unpardonable  ftupidity,ot 
a  profane  contempt  of  God.  And  this  fear  has  its 
influence  too  on  the  purity  of  the  life,  as  it  tends 
to  guard  us  againft  fin,  and  is,  therefore,  one  thing 
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implied  in  the  text— Be  thou  in  the  fear  of  the  Lori 
all  the  day  long . 

Bui  it  is  neceiTary  to  oiffinguiflr  here,  between 
that  flavifh  iear  of  God  s  judgments,  that  deftroys 
our  peace  of  mind,  and  hereby  incapacitates  us  for 
the  duties  and  enjoyments  of  life;  and  that  which 
only  ferves  to  guard  us  agaxnit  fin.  The  former 
is  that  of  which  we  read,  1  John  iv.  18.  There 
ds  no  fear  in  love ;  but  perfect  love  cafieth  out  fear ; 
becaufe  fear  hath  torment .  He  that  feareth  is  not 
made  perfect  in  love .  It  is  a  flavifh  fear  of  God’s 
wrath,  a  defpairing  horror  of  his  judgments,  of 
which  the  apofile  there  fpeaks.  This  is  that, 
which  perfons  under  the  power  of  a  melancholy 
habit  of  body  and  mind,  fometimes  have ;  and 
which  alfo  is  the  fear  of  thofe  who  defpair  of  the 
mercy  of  God  in  ChrifL  But  this  is  not  the  fear 
which  I  at  prefent  deferibe.  It  is  only  that  fear 
of  the  divine  difpleafure  againft  fin,  that  ferves  to 
awaken  our  attention  to  its  evil  nature,  and,  there¬ 
by,  guard  us  againft  committing  it. 

Thus  much  for  the  nature  of  that  fear  of  the 
Lord  of  which  we  here  read. 

-•/  -  ‘  ,  ;  .  /!. 

It  only  remains  under  this  head  that  we  enquire, 

what  it  is  to  be  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  all  the  day 


And  this  in  general  means,  that  we  fhould  live 
under  the  habitual  influence  of  this  holy  temper. 
That  we  fhould  carry  it  with  us  into  all  the  duties 
of  the  religious  and  focial  life,  whether  of  a  more 
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private  or  public  nature ;  that  we  carry  it  with  us 
into  all  the  bufineffes  and  amufements  of  common 
life;  into  all  companies  and  circumftances.  We 
are  hereby  taught  that  there  is  no  fituation,  in 
which  we  can  be;  no  employment  in  which  we 
may  be  engaged,  but  what  we  fhould  conftantly 
ad  under  the  influence  of  this  fear  of  the  Lord. 

It  fhould  rife  with  11s  in  the  morning,  go  forth 
with  us,  attend  us  through  all  the  various  feenes  of 
the  day,  and  lie  do  wn  with  us  at  night.  And  this 
fhould  be  the  cafe  with  us,  through  all  the  days 
and  nights  of  our  appointed  time.  Thus,  be  thou 
in  the  fear  of  the  Lord ,  all  the  day  long;  the  whole 
day  of  life ;  for  the  night  of  death  will  fhortly  come, 
and  put  a  final  period  to  it.  This,  is  the  fenfe  in 
which,  happy  is  the  man  that  feareth  alway ;  but  he 
that  hardeneth  his  heart  fie  all  fall  into  mif chief 

This  leads  us  to  enquire— 

II.  Why  fhould  we  ftudy  to  be  in  the  fear  of 
the  Lord  all  the  day  long  ? 

My  bufinefs,  under  this  head,  is  to  mention  feme 
of  the  many  reafons,  why  we  fhould  be  particular¬ 
ly  attentive  to  this  duty.  And  let  it  fuffice,  brief¬ 
ly,  to  touch  upon  the  four  following  at  prefent* 

r.  It  is  an  excellent  guard  againfi  the  comm  {(ft  on  of 
fin ;  that  fin  which  conftitutes  our  depravity,  and 
which  is  the  fruitful  fburce  of  all  our  mifery.  This 
appears,  at  fir  ft  fight,  from  what  has  been  faid  of 
its  nature.  Can  the  man,  knowingly  and  dclibe- 
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rately,  fin  againft  God,  who  has  a  fui table  fenfe  of 
his  being,  his  perfections,  his  chara&er  and  his 
government  upon  his  fpirit  ?  No,  the  very  idea  of 
his  being  under  the  immediate  eye  of  that  God, 
who  ferves  as  a  folemn  witnefs  to  all  his  tran fac¬ 
tions  ;  a  holy  and  a  juft  God,  to  whom  he  muft 
Ihortly  give  an  account  of  all  the  deeds  done  in  the 
body  ;  would  check  his  career  and  deter  him  from 
fin.  Think  you,  my  brethren,  that  the  debauchee 
who  gives  himfelfup  to  idlenefs  and  profane  com¬ 
pany;  who  waftes  whole  days,  and  it  may  be 
nights,  in  the  tavern,  at  the  gaming  table,  or  in 
places  of  a  ftill  more  infamous  character,  that  he 
can  have  the  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes  ?  Verily 
no.  It  is  becaufe  he  is  deftitute  of  this  principle,, 
that  the  fmner  reflrains  prayer  before  God ;  that 
he  dares  to  take  his  facred  name,  in  a  profane 
manner,  in  his  unhallowed  lips ;  that  he  dares  to 
get  drunk;  commit  uncleannefs;  lie;  profane  the 
fabbath  of  the  Lord ;  ileal,  or  otherwife  defraud 
his  neighbor.  The  fear  of  the  Lord  would  effec¬ 
tually  engage  him  to  forfake  thefe  and  every  other 
vicious  courfe.  It  would  ftrip  temptation  of  its 
charms,  and  difarm  it  of  its  force. 

Hence  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  departing  from 
evil,  are  ufed  as  phrafes  of  the  fame  import.  Be¬ 
hold  the  fear  of  the  Lord ,  that  is  wifdom  ;  and  to  defart 
from  evil  is  underfunding.  And  we  read,  L'he  fear 
of  the  Lord  is  to  hate  evil.  And,  by  the  fear  of  the 
Lord  men  depart  from  evil .  This  is  the  fenfe  in 
which  the  fear  of  the  Lord  is  clean ,  enduring  for  ever. 
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It  not  only  deters  us  from  fin,  and  Suaic^s  a 
gam  ft  it;  but,  as  has  been  already  fugged  ed,  it  ex¬ 
cites  and  ftimulates  us  to  ftudy  a  thorough  con¬ 
formity  in  heart  and  life,  to  the  approving  will  of 
God.  Hence  the  apoflle  exhorts  us  to  cleanfe  our - 
fe Ives  from  all  filth inefs  of  fiefo  and  fpirit  t  perfecting 
holinejs  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord . 

2.  It  greatly  qffifts  us  in  the  right  performance  of 
duty.  I  mean  here  the  duties  we  owe,  more  imme¬ 
diately,  to  the  moft  high  God.  Thefe,  my  bre¬ 
thren,  are  numerous  and  important.  They  are 
fecret,  private  and  public.  They  are  to  be  per¬ 
formed  in  the  clofet,  the  family  and  the  fanctua- 
ry ;  nor  is  it  poffible  for  us  to  be  the  true  difei- 
ples  ofChrift,  without  a  confcientious  attendance 
upon  them.  And  you  will  further  pleafe  to  ob- 
ferve,  God  juftly  requires  they  Ihould  be  perform¬ 
ed  in  a  humble  and  devour,  a  fpiritual  and  fincere 
manner.  This  our  Lord  teaches  us  with  great 
care.  God  is  a  fpirit  •  and  they  that  worfhip  him , 
r/iufi  worfhip  him  in  fpirit  and  in  truth .  But  to  all 
this,  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  as  already  deferibed, 
greatly  contributes.  For  in  proportion  as  this 
fear,  or  reverence  towards  God,  prevails  in  us,  will 
the  heart  be  fixed  upon  him,  the  glorious  objedl 
of  our  worfhip,  in  every  duty.  In  proportion 
hereto,  we  fhall  be  guarded  againfl  thofe  vain  and 
wandering  thoughts  that  eat  out  the  very  foul  of 
our  duties,  and  degrade  them  into  empty  formali¬ 
ty.  God  requires  with  great  folemnity,  my  f on $ 
give  me  thine  heart .  A  precept  that  particularly 
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binds  us  in  this  cafe  of  duty  ;  for  our  God  look- 
eth  at  the  hean  principally,  in  all  our  approaches 
to  him  ;  and,  indeed,  he  has  a  fpecial  refpeCt  to  it, 
in  all  our  conduct 

Again.  It  greatly  tends  to  invigorate  the 
graces  of  the  fpirit  in  the  foul,  and  to  call 
them  forth  into  lively  exercife.  The  more  this 
tear  of  God  governs  the  man,  the  more  active  and 
vigorous  will  his  graces  be.  For  the  fame  views  of 
the  perfections,  character  and  Chrift  of  God,  that 
are  the  fource  of  the  one,  v/ill  promote  the  other. 

time  does  noi  admit  of  fhewing  you,  here,  how 
this  is  to  oe  effected.  It  mull'  fuffice,  at  prefent, 
to  obferve,  that  fo  it  is  ;  and  you  will  eafily  per¬ 
ceive,  how  a  fpirit  of  devotion  is  hereby  promot¬ 
ed.  For  the  proper  exercife  of  faith,  hope,  love 
to  God,  and  delight  in  him  in  duty,  is  that  in 
which  this  fpirit  confifls.  But,  the  more  this  is 
1 ' -  exeicife,  the  more  eafy,  delightful  and  Ipiritual 
will  our  duties  be. 

3-  Fnis  rear  of  the  Lord  excites  us  to  the  impor¬ 
tant  duty  of  walchfulnefs ,  and  greatly  affifls  therein. 
There  is  no  duty  of  the  Chriftian  life  more  fre¬ 
quently  and  ftrongly  enjoined  in  the  facred  ora¬ 
cles,  than  this.  You  hear  our  Lord  fay,  Matt, 
xxvi.  41.  IVatch  and  pray,  that  ye  enter  not  into 
temptation.  And  again — And  what  I  Jay  unto  you, 

I  fay  unto  all ,  watch.  To  this  purpofe  are  the 
words  ot  the  apoftle — IVatch  ye,  jland  fajl  in  the 
faith ,  quit  you  like  men,  be  Jlrohg, — Continue  in  pray¬ 
er,  and  watch  in  the  fame  with  thankf giving.  To  ’ 


RODGERS. 


35* 


which  accords  his  exhortation  to  Timothy — But 
watch  thou  in  all  things .  And  did  our  time  admit 
of  coniidering,  here,  the  many  fnares  to  which 
Gods  own  people  are  expofed  in  this  life  ;  fnares 
that  arife  from  the  temptations  of  fatan,  the  al¬ 
lurements  of  the  world,  and  the  depraved  tempers 
and  paffions  of  the  human  heart,  you  would  eafi- 
ly  perceive  the  utility,  importance  and  necefiity 
of  this  duty.  There  are  none  of  all  the  duties  of 
the  Chriftian  life,  that  have  a  more  immediate 
and  powerful  influence  on  the  peace  of  our  own 
minds,  or  our  conformity  to  God.  It  mu  ft*  there¬ 
fore,  be  a  Angular  favor  to  be  properly  excited  to 
it,  and  affifted  in  the  exercife  of  it.  •  But  this  is 
the  office  of  that  fear  of  the  Lord,  which  our  text 
enjoins,  as  appears  from  what  has  been  laid  of  its 
nature.  For  the  man,  who  fears  the  Lord  in  the 
manner  explained,  will  not  only  watch  agamft  ev¬ 
ery  kind  of  fin,  but  alfo  thofe  circumftances  of 
temptation  that  lead  to  it. 

4*  God  recommends  this  duty  to  our  fludy  and  prac 
ticey  by  his  divine  authority . — This  he  does  by  the 
high  encomiums  he  beftows  upon  it,  and  that 
with  this  exprefs  view.  It  is  wifdom ,  it  is  under- 
J landing .  Thus  in  Job — Behold  the  fear  of  the 
Lord ,  that  is  wifdom y  and  to  depart  from  evil ,  is  un¬ 
derfunding.  And  in  Proverbs — The  fear  of  the  Lord 
is  the  beginning  of  knowledge  ;  or,  as  the  Hebrew 
word  will  well  admit  of  being  rendered,  it  is  the 
principal ,  or  grand  confituent  part  of  true  knowledge. 
And  again — Lhe  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning  of 
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wifdom  ;  and  the  knowledge  of  the  holy ,  is  under ji and '•* 
ing.  The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  Jlrong  confidence  ;  and 
his  children /ball  have  a  place  of  refuge*  T^be  fear  of 
the  Lord  is  a  fountain  of  life ,  to  depart  from  the  fnares 
of  death .  Add  to  all  this,  the  duty  before  us  is 
■matter  of  exprefs  command,  as  in  our  text.  Be 
toon  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  all  the  day  long . 

Need  I  fay  more  to  recommend  it  to  your  flu- 
cly  and  practice?  Would  you  wifh  to  enjoy  the 
comforts  that  flow  from  the  purity  of  heart,  and 
innocence  of  manners,  which  it  promotes  ? — 
Would  you  wifh  to  live  a  life  of  holy  and  delight¬ 
ful  intercourfe  with  Heaven,  and  be  ufeful  in  your 
day  and  generation  ?  Would  you  wifh  to  grow 
daily  into  a  greater  meetnefs  for  the  inheritance  of 
the  faints  in  light  ?  In  a  word,  would  you  wi  fn  to 

die  in  peace,  and  go  to  be  ever  with  the  Lord  ?  Be 
thou  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord  all  the  day  long .  And 

for  this  purpofe  I  befeech  you, 

1.  Study  to  acquire  more  and  more  of  the 
knowledge  of  God  ;  the  knowledge  of  his  perfec¬ 
tions,  character  and  government ;  efpecially  as 
they  arc  mani felled  in  and  through  his  fon  Jefus 
ChrifL  What  has  been  already  faid  fhews  the 
influence  this  knowledge  has  on  this  fear  of  the 
Lord.  It  is  its  true  fource.  Thu*;  it  becomes 
life  eternal  to  know  God ,  as  the  only  true  God ,  and  Je~ 
Jus  Chrijly  whom  he  hath  fent. 

2.  Be  much  and  frequent  in  meditating  upon 
the  divine  perfections.  Call  up  their  various  and 


numerous  difplays  to  your  daily  recollection,  and 
dwell  in  familiar  contemplation  upon  them.  Thus 
your  fouls  will  be  affimilated  to  them ;  acquire 
correfpondent  tempers  and  dilpofitions ;  the 
tempers  and  difpofitions  to  which  thefe  difplays 
of  the  attributes  of  God,  are  defigned  and  calcu¬ 
lated  to  form  the  human  heart.  This  is  one  thing 
imported  in  having  our  converjation  in  Heaven,  from 
whence  we  look  for  the  Saviour,  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift . 
And  the  fo  general  negleCt  of  this  great  duty  of 
meditation,  is  one  of  the  fruitful  fources  of  that 
little  improvement  in  the  divine  life,  of  which  fo 
many  of  God's  people  daily  and  juftly  complain  ; 
why  they  live  and  aft  fo  much  beneath  the  dignity 
of  their  character,  as  the  difciples  of  a  holy  Jefus ; 
and  often  aCt  fo  unworthy  the  juft  expectations  of 
both  their  God  and  the  world  refpeCtingthem. 

3.  Be  much  in  the  great  duty  of  prayer ;  efpC- 
cially  be  confcientious  in  obferving  the  returning 
fcafons  thereof  private  and  focial — This  has  a  na¬ 
tural  tendency  to  imprefs  ourfpirits  with  that  re¬ 
verence  for  the  divine  perfections  and  character, 
that  enters  fo  deeply  into  the  duty  before  us.  And 
not  only  fo,  but  in  this  way  we  are  to  feek,  and  in 
this  way  we  may  hope  to  obtain  thofe  influences 
of  the  fpirit  of  grace,  by  which  this  fear  of  the  Lord 
is  molt  effectually  maintained  and  promoted  111  the 
hearts  and  lives  of  men.  My  brethren,  if  you  do 
not  make  confluence  of  this  duty,  in  your  ciofets 
and  families,  fuch  of  you  as  have  families,  you 
cannot  live  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  Therefore  i 
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befeech  you,  continue  in  prayer ,  and  watch  in  the 
fame  with  thankfgiving. 

Lciflly>  To  the  duty  of  prayer,  add  that  of  watch- 
fulnefs.  You  have  juft  heard  the  influence  this 
duty  has  on  our  perfonai  conformity  to  God  •  I 
need  not  repeat  it.  Watch,  therefore,  your  own 
hearts  ;  attend  to  what  paffes  there. 

Keep  thy  heart  with  ail  diligence ;  for  out  of  it  are 
the  ijfues  of  life.  Watch  your  lips,  that  you  fpeak 
not  unadvifedly  therewith ;  watch  your  lives,  that 
you  do  not  offend  againft  God  s  pure  and  holy 
law;  watch  thou  in  all  things ,  and  thus  be  thou  in 
the  fear  of  the  Lord  all  the  day  long . 

May  the  Lord  gracioufly  enable  each  of  us,  thus 

to  cleanfe  ourf elves  from  all filth inefs  of flefij  and fpirity 
perfecting  holinefs  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord ;  through 
riches  of  free  grace  in  Chrift  our  Lord.  Amen. 
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Minilter  of  a  Congregational  Church,  at  Hartford,  Well  Divifion, 


Matt.  xi.  30. 

For  my  yoke  is  eajy  and  my  burden  is  light . 


H  EN  we  view  the  ftate  of  religion  in-par- 


* *  *  ticular,  and  of  mankind  in  general,  few 
things  will  appear  more  important  than  to  con¬ 
vince  them,  that  the  fyftcm  of  piety  and  virtue,  to 
which  they  are  called  by  the  voice  of  infpiration 
and  of  reafon,  is  at  once  full  of  the  richeft  confola- 
tions,  and  adorns  every  ftation  and  condition  of 
human  life.  Upon  a  careful  inveftigation  of  its 
difcriminating  principles,  and  a  critical  examina¬ 
tion  of  its  native  tendency,  it  will  be  clearly  feen 
to  be  wifely  calculated  by  its  heavenly  author,  to 
make  us  a6t  like  rational  beings,  to  open  for  us 
treafures  of  real  happinefs  in  the  prefent,  and  to 
crown  us  with  endlefs  honors  in  the  future  world. 
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\V  hen  cordially  embraced,  and  its  duties  confcien- 
tioufly  performed,  then,  and  then  only,  notwith- 
flanding  the  corrupt  opinions  of  falfe  Philofophy, 
do  we  begin  to  live  to  any  good  and  noble  purpo- 
fes:  and  then  only  do  we  begin  to  be  truly  happy. 
For  no  pleafures  can  equal,  in  refinement  and  fub- 
limity,  thofe  of  pure  and  undefiled  religion. 

t 

No  miftake,  confequently,  can  be  more  grofs 
and  hurtful,  and  few  more  common  than  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  in  order  to  be  Chriftians  indeed,  we 
muft  refign  all  the  innocent  enjoyments  of  life,  and 
bid  adieu  to  many  of  the  bleffings  of  fociety,  and 
practife  upon  a  total  fequeftration  from  the  world, 
bor  certain  it  is,  that  glooms  and  fuperftition,  fad- 
nefs  and  aufterities  conftitute  no  part  of  that  reli¬ 
gion,  which  our  bleffed  Saviour  came  from  Hea¬ 
ven  to  proclaim  to  periihing  mortals. 

*  •> . 

He  particularly  informs  us,  that  his  yoke  is  eafty 
and  his  burden  light .  He  had  juft  before  invited,  in. 
a  mod  tender  and  condefcending  manner,  all  who 
faw  their  guilt,  and  felt  their  loft,  felf-ruined  con¬ 
dition  by  nature,  to  repair  to  him  for  help  and  fal- 
vation.  Come  unto  me  ail  ye  that  labor  and  are  heavy 
laden,  and  I  will  give  you  reft.  Take  my  yoke  upon 
you ,  and  learn  of  me,  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart 
and  ye  Jh  all  find  reft  unto  your fouls .  Ye  ftiall  be  put 
in  poffeffion  of  that  peace  and  happinefs  which  the 
whole  human  race  feek  with  inceftant  ardor,  but 
which  the  great  plurality  feek  too,  in  a  wrong  way, 
and-,  therefore,  never  find.  To  perfuade  us  to  re¬ 
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pair  to  him,  to  embrace  his  offers,  and  follow  his 
example,  he  ufes,  as  a  mod  powerful  argument, 
the  eafinefs  and  pleafures  of  his  religion — For  my 
yoke  is  eafy  and  my  burden  light. 

What  is  propofed  in  the  fubfequent  difcourfe,iii 
dependance  on  divine  aid,  is  to  make  it  appear  that 
the  religion  required  of  us  is  an  eafy  and  pleafant 
religion,  full  of  peace  and  happinefs. 

That  the  religion  of  the  gofpel  is  an  eafy  plea¬ 
fant  religion,  full  of  peace,  and  mo  ft  friendly  to  our 
intereft,  in  a  large  view,  is  an  important  truth, 
worthy  the  attention  of  aft  of  every  ftation  and 
character,  and  may  be  iiluftrated  and  proved  by  a 
great  number  of  arguments  from  reafon  and  ferip- 
ture. 

In  general,  virtue  has  charms  fufficient  to  re¬ 
commend  it  to  the  love  and  purfuit  of  all  orders  of 
men.  Its  beauties  are  fuch  as  to  have  found  ad¬ 
vocates  in  every  age ;  who  have  lavifhed  upon  it 
the  pomp  of  defeription,  and  fpread  around  it  the 
flowers  of  Rhetoric.  Moft  certainly  its  excellencies 
are  fuch,  as  ought  to  call  up  the  attention  and  at¬ 
tract  the  notice  of  the  world  : — Its  effects  in  this!' 
life  are  peace,  and  its  rewards  in  the  next  furpafs 
ail  conception.  There  is  a  dignity  and  majefty 
in  it,  which  ought  to  create  in  the  mind  an  awe,  and 
command  a  reverential  refpect.  A  character  form¬ 
ed  upon  the  model  of  the  gofpel  is  the  moft  exalt¬ 
ed  any  can  wear,  far  more  exalted  than  the  higheit 
worldly  honors  can  give.  If  any  thing  can  re  com- 
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mend  the  chridian  religion  to  the  bed  and  Worthi¬ 
er  of  the  human  kind,  it  muft  be  a  confideration  of 
its  internal  excellence,  and  tendency  to  render  all, 
who  receive  and  practice  it,  both  good  and  happy. 
What  could  have  a  more  diredt  influence  to  make 
a  thoughtlefs  race  confider  and  attend  to  the  Chrif¬ 
tian  religion,  than  to  hear  its  author  fay — My  yoke 
is  eajy  and  my  burden  is  light . 

I.  In  this  metaphorical  language,  reference  i& 
undoubtedly  had  to  the  heavy  burdens  and  hard 
yoke  of  Jewifh  rites  and  ceremonies.  The  Chrif¬ 
tian  religion  in  its  doctrines,  duties,  and  inftituti- 
ons,  is  eafy,  therefore,  compared  with  the  difpen- 
fation  under  the  law.  The  lazv  was  given  by  Mofes> 
but  grace  and  truth  came  by  Jefus  Chrijh  The  cove¬ 
nant  of  the  Jews  bound  them  to  many  fervile,  ex- 
penfiveand  laborious  offices.  Their  rites  and  ce¬ 
remonies,  their  facrifices  and  dated  journies  to  Je- 
rufalem,  which  their  males  were  to  perform  three 
times  in  the  year,  were,  for  the  moft  part,  of  this 
kind.  And  thofe  particular  and  poiitive  law's*., 
which  related  to  their  civil  date,  and  were  inter¬ 
woven  with  their  religion,  were  grievous  and  en- 
cumbring.  And,  indeed,  the  whole  frame  of  the 
Jewidi  ritual,  was  as  the  apodle  calls  it,  a  yoke  of 
bondage ,  which  neither  they  nor  their  fathers  were  able 
to  bear .  In  the  religion  of  the  gofpel,(alljthis  load  of 
ceremonies  is  no  more.  We  havenofuch  yoke  of 
bondage,  no  fuch  burden ofrites  laid  upon  ourneck. 
We  have  no  fuch  lengthy  journies  to  go,  in  order 
to  attend  upon,  and  enjoy  the  folemnities  of  public 


PERKINS. 


359 

worffffp.  We  have  no  victims  to  bring  to  the  al¬ 
tar  ;  no  beads  are  to  bleed  ;  no  coffiy  facrifices 
have  we  to  offer;  no  laborious  and  fatiguing  offi¬ 
ces  to  perform.  We  are  not  to  come  before  the 
Lord  with  burnt-offerings— with  calves  of  a  year 
old — with  thoufands  of  rams,  or  rivers  of  oil — ea- 
ff  ly  may  we  attend  upon  the  fervice  of  the  fan  cili¬ 
ary  ;  and,  in  every  place  where  the  people  of  God 
convene  for  his  worfhip,  from  upright  motives* 
they  have  grounds  to  hope  for  his  favorable  pre¬ 
fence,  divine  affiftance  and  approbation.  Two 
ritual  inftitutions  only,  baptifm  and  the  eucharift* 
are  enjoined  in  the  gofpel,  both  of  which,  inftead 
of  having  any  thing  in  them  dark  and  burdenfome* 
are  fo  plain,  fpiritual  and  fignificant,  as  to  be  very 
fubfervient  to  the  power  of  real  religion,  and  pur- 
pofes  of  fervent  piety.  How  different  the  Chrif- 
tianfrom  the  Jewilhdifpenfation!  The  one  is  dark 
and  enigmatical,  and  the  other  fimple  and  plain. 
The  one  abounds  with  various  rites,  the  nature  and 
defign  of  which  are  not  always  readily  feen  or  in- 
veftigated  ;  the  other  is  all  light  and  liberty.  As 
the  fplendor  of  the  meridian  fun  exceeds  the  fee¬ 
ble  and  reflected  light  of  the  moon,  fo  does  the 
religion  of  the  gofpel  that  of  the  law,  the  yoke  of 
Chrift  that  of  Mofes.  It  is  not  only  more  plain 
in  its  principles,  and  fpiritual  in  its  duties,  but 
more  rational.  The  religion  of  nature  hath  re¬ 
ceived  its  laft  improvements,  and  moral  obligati¬ 
ons  are  carried  to  their  utmoft  extent,  under  the 
gofpel  difpenfation.  Whatever  it  bids  us  do,  or 
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itqmrcs  us  not  to  do,  is  adapted  to  our  reafbn  and 
conieicnce,  !  i  here  is  no  need  of  a  long  train  of 
reafonmg  to  convince  us  of  the  fitnefs,  excellence, 
and  tendency  of  the  precepts  of  our  Lord,  or  the 
importance  of  cordially  obeying  them:  Mankind, 
at  large,  can  immediately  difcern  all  this.  Every 
dinner,  oi  courfe,  who  will  not  be  reclaimed  from 
ins  vices,  and  feek  pardon  through  a  Redeemer’s 
atoning  blood,  is  under  a  double  condemnation, 
that  of  his  own  confcience  and  of  God’s  word ;  and 
every  pious  and  upright  Chrilfian,  under  all  the 
wounds  of  adveruty,  has  thefe  two  fources  always 
open  for  his  confolation,  the  approbation  of  his 
confcience,  and  the  promifed  bleffings  of  the  gof- 
pel;  both  of  which  he  enjoys  with  a  fuller  latisfac- 
tion  and  to  a  greater  extent,  than  they  could  ever 
:be  enjoyed  under  the  myftical  and  ceremonial  dif- 
penfation  of  the  Jews.  That  difpenfation  had  no 
merit  in  it,  but  as  typical :  it  was  defigned  in  its 
very  frame  and  make,  to  be  temporary,  and  for  a 
fmall  part  of  the  human  race,  and  to  prefigure  and 
prepare  the  way  for  the  gofpel.  It  was  a  fhadovv 
of  good  things  to  come.  A  new  and  living  way 
is  confecrated  for  us.j 

What  a  beauty,  fitnefs  and  order  are  there 
through  the  whole  of  the  religion  of  Jefus;  through 
all  its  duties — its  dodlrines — its  precepts — its  in- 
ftitutions — its  joys,  and  its  promifes  !  What  a  rea- 
fonablenefs  and  fitnefs  in  our  duly  attending  its  of¬ 
fers,  and  conforming  our  hearts  and  lives  to  its 
laws!  How  fit  and  fuitable  that  we  fnould  worfhip. 
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fear,  love  and  obey  him,  who  is  the  fountain  of 
glory  and  goodnefs !  How  infinitely  right  that  we 
fhould  receive,  admire  and  trud  in  the  grace  of  a 
Mediator !  How  fit  that  we  fhould  regard  our  fel¬ 
low  men  with  the  fincered  benevolence  ;  that  our 
hearts  fLouxd  be  open  to,  and  feel  the  principles  of 
judice,  compafiion  and  charity ;  that  our  tranigrel— 
fions,  in  all  their  number  and  aggravations,  Ihould 
be  mourned  over,  with^tears,  the  flowing  tears  of) 
pious  gnei ;  and  that  all  our  evil  courfes  fhould  be 
i  utterly)  rehnquifhed  !  Thefe,  it  will  be  conceded, 
are  fome  of  the  mod  necedary  and  eflential  duties 
ofthegofpel ;  and  the  appeal  concerning  their  rea- 
fonablenefs,  may  be  made  to  every  candid  mind. 
Is  there  not  a  mod  evident  fiends  in  them  ?  Do 
they  not,  at  fird  view,  recommend  themfelves  to 
our  confciences  ?  Mud  it  not  be  prejudice  or  un- 
reafonable  oppofition  to  the  gofpel,  that  fhall  ob¬ 
ject  againd  them  ?  He  who  turns  away  from  the 
religion  of  Chrid,  aids  then  mod  unrealbnably, 
and  is  guilty  of  the  highed  incongruity.  Becaufe 
there  is  nothing  which  the  Supreme  Being  requires 
of  us,  as  duty,  or  to  which  the  Saviour  calls  us,  but, 
in  its  own  nature,  is  fit  and  reafonable. 

II.  Further,  Chrid’s  yoke  may  be  confidered  as 
eafy  and  his  burden  light,  as  the  fydem  of  piety 
and  virtue,  to  which  he  invites  mankind,  is  the 
mod  heavenly  and  fpiritual. 

If  ever  a  gracious  God  fhould  vouchfitfe  to  fa¬ 
vor  the  world  with  a  revelation  of  his  will,  it  is  na- 
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tural  to  fuppofe,  it  would  inculcate  what  only  is 
heavenly  and  divine  in  its  tendency.  And  we 
muft  have  the  candor  to  acknowledge,  that  the  fu- 
preme  aim  of  Chriftianity,  is  to  make  us,  in  all  re- 
fpeds,  fuch  as  we  fhould  be,  pious  and  holy,  bene¬ 
volent  and  kind,  juft  and  lincere.  (It  hath  no  other) 
A  defign(but)to  make  us  happy-fto  wipe  off  the  flow¬ 
ing  tear  from  the  wet  cheek — to  eafe  the  anguifh- 
ed  heart — to  pour  the  oil  of  confolation  into  its 
wounds — to  mitigate  our  woes — to  remove  our 
fears — to  reconcile  us  to  our  fate-V-to  fit  us  for,  and 
finally  receive  us  to  Heaven.  The  very  nature  of 
Chrift’s  religion  is  to  illuminate  the  darkened 
mind,  purify  the  diforded  affedions,  raife  us  above 
a  vain  world,  and  to  deftroy  our  worft  enemy,  our 
own  finfulnefs.  For  he  was  revealed  to  deftroy 
the  works  of  the  Devil,  to  fubvert  the  empire  of 
fin  and  delufton.  Such  a  fyftem  as  that  of  the 
gofpellmuftVecommendritfelf,  by  its  own  internal 
excellence;  like  the  king  s  daughter,  it  is  all  gloii- 
ous  within,  beautiful  as  Tirzah,  comely  as  Jerufa- 
lem,  fair  as  the  moon,  clear  as  the  fun.  (\Vhofe 
heart  but  muft  be  charmed  with  its  beauties  and 
glories")  Its  worfhip,  for  example,  is  fublime,  pure 
and  heavenly:  the  heart  is  the  altar,  whence  facri- 
fices  are  ftatedly  to  be  offered  to  the  divine  Majef- 
ty.  The  fpirituality  of  gofpel  worfhip  is  particu¬ 
larly  foretold  by  our  Lord,  in  his  conference  with 
the  Samaritan  woman.  But  the  hour  cometh  and 
now  is,  when  the  true  worjhippers  Jhall  worfiip  the  Fa¬ 
ther  in  /pint  and  truth;  for  the  Father feeketh  fuch  it 
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'worjhip  him .  God  is  a  Jpirit>  and  they  that  worjhip 
him ,  rnuft  worjhip  him  in  fpirit  and  in  truth .  The  holy 
prayers  and  pure  oblations  of  the  heart,  in  which 
the  effence  of  gofpel  worfhip  doth  confift,  were 
prefigured  by  the  incenfe  and  unblemifhed  facri- 
fices  under  the  law. 

III.  The  plainnefs  of  the  mod  effential  dodrines 
of  Chrift  is  jufily  to  be  confidered,  as  a  further  evi- 
dence,  that  his  yoke  is  eafy.  His  religion  is  a  plain, 
as  well  as  reafonable  and  heavenly  religion.  In 
order  to  be  generally  ufeful,  it  mud  be  eafy  to  be 
underflood.  The  bulk  of  mankind  have  neither 
leifure  nor  abilities  to  attend  to  a  dark  and  abftrufe 
fyfiem  ol  T  he  gofpel  is  dcfigned  for  the 

many,  not/or  the  learned  few — for  all  orders  of 
people  ;  not  for  men  of  fcience  and  fpeculation  on¬ 
ly.  And,  though  fame  points  in  it  be  allowed  to 
be  myfterious  and  hard  to  be  comprehended,  yet 
all  the  do&rines  ncccHary  to  our  falvation,  are 
plain  and  level  toriie  weakeft  capacities.  An  ho- 
neft  heart  is  the  principal  requifite  to  a  right  un- 
dei  (landing  o{  the  mod  neceffary  truths.  He  who 
fincerely  willies  to  know  and  do  his  duty,  is  in  no 
hazard  of  miffing  the  way  to  eternal  life,  while  he 
diligently  confults  the  facred  pages,  and  to  an  up¬ 
right  enquiry  after  truth  and  duty,  joins  conftant 
Pra>  If  any  man  zvill  do  his  will ,  he  (hall  know  of 
the  do  cl  r me  whether  it  be  erf  Sod ,  or  whether  I fpeak 
efmyfelf'  He  that  is  of  Gody  heareih  God's  words :  ye% 
therefore ,  hear  them  not ,  becaufe  ye  are  not  of  God . — 

ho  among  us  but  knows  the  great  out- lines  of 
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duty  ?  Even  ehilden,  that  are  well  educated,  know 
that  they  ought  to  love,  fear,  and  pray  to  their  fa¬ 
ther,  who  is  in  Heaven,  to  receive  and  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  Redeemer — to  do  good  to  others — and 
to  rule  their  own  evil  paffions.  In  fhort,  the  prac¬ 
tical  part  of  religion  is  fo  plain*  that  none  can  mif- 
take  it,  but  they  who  refolve  to  pervert  it.  If  we 
take  into  the  account,  the  diicovenes  which  Limit 
made  concerning  a  future  world,  we  fhall  be  ftill 
more  convinced  that  his  yoke  is  eajy.  He  has  open¬ 
ed  to  us  the  ruin  of  our  nature  by  the  apoftacy — - 
the  method  of  our  recovery — the  way  in  which  we 
are  to  be  fandtified  and  pardoned,  viz.  by  the  in¬ 
fluences  of  his  fpirit,  and  atonement  of  his  blood  : 
He  has  brought  life  and  immortality  to  light ;  the 
wifeft  of  the  Pagan  Philofophers  but  faintly  hop¬ 
ed  and  guefted  after  another  ftate  of  being,  but  to 
Chriftians,  their  Lord  has  made  the  mo  ft  particu¬ 
lar  difeoveries  of  a  future  hate ;  given  the  mod  af¬ 
fecting  deferiptions  of  the  happinefs  of  the  righ¬ 
teous,  and  the  miferies  of  the  wicked,  after  death. 
The  rewards  and  punifhments  or  the  other  world 
are  exhibited  to  us,  under  the  mod:  ftrong  and 
lively  images,  and  the  way  how  to  obtain  the  one, 
and  avoid  theother,  pointed  out  to  us,  in  the  cleareft 
manner.  Let  the  candid  and  unbiaffed  mind,  for 
a  moment,  impartially  furvey  the  very  genius 
and  make  of  the  religion  of  Jefus.  It  is  a  moft 
mild  and  humane,  a  moft  benevolent  and  gentle 
fyftern,  free  from  fanaticifm  and  fuperftition,  un¬ 
natural  rigors  and  ufelefs  ceremonies.  The  wifdom 
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that  is  from  above  is  firft  pure ,  then  peaceable ,  gentle 
and  eafy  to  be  intreat ed ,  full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits , 
without  partiality  and  hypocrify.  It  is  the  very  ge¬ 
nius  of  this  divine  Philofophy,  to  diiiufe  over  the 
world  tendernefs  and  humility,  love  and  peace, 
harmony  and  good  order,  to  foften  and  humanize 
the  foul,  to  create  within  us  fublime  hopes,  and  td 
qualify  us  for  perfect  felicity.  Every  focial,  eveiy 
friendly,  every  noble  fentiment  is  encouraged,  all 
fournefs,  wrath,  bitternefs,  evil-fpeaking,  and  evil 
paffions  are  abfolutely  prohibited.  There  is  no  one 
law,  there  is  no  one  precept,  orone  reflridtion,  in  the 
peaceful  fydem  of  the  gofp*el,  but  tends  to  univerfal 
goodnefs,  the  higheft  and  beft  intereft  of  fociety. 
What  is  the  fpiritof  Chrid,  but  a  fpiritof  meeknefs, 
of  kindnefs,  of  candor,  of  fympathy,  of  generofity, 
benevolence  and  philanthropy?  Grace  and  truth 
came  by  Jefus  Chrift .  All  pride,  vain-glory,  cruel¬ 
ty,  revenge,  and  evil  paflions  are  expelled  from 
the  human  bread,  fo  far  as  the  gofpel  takes  place 
in  it.  A  merciful  and  lenient,  a  forgiving  and  be¬ 
neficent  religion,  is  that  which  we  are  required  to 
embrace.  A  benevolent  and  good,  a  gracious  and 
forgiving  God,  would  not  impofe  upon  men,  any 
other  than  a  religion  of  good-will,  that  fhould  raife 
in  us  the  fined  feelings,  expand  the  mind  with 
the  brighted  hopes,  and  render  us  in  the  end  hap¬ 
py.  Accordingly,  there  are  in  Chriftianity,  no 
unneeflary  aufterities  or  rigorous  impofitions,  no 
cruel  and  bloody  tenets,  no  harfh  and  fevere  com¬ 
mands.  We  arc  only  required  to  be  holy  and  hap- 
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py.  God  is  not  an  auftere  mailer,  as  finners  ard 
apt  to  think  him,  neither  is  he  pleafed  with  melan¬ 
choly  glooms,  or  fuperftitious  horrors.  Every 
thing  that  can  contribute  to  our  real  good,  or  is 
friendly  to  our  beft  intereft,  or  promotive  of  the 
dignity  of  man,  is  allowed  us.  Supremely  happy 
himfelf,  and  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  eternity* 
God  only  requires  that  we  ihould  be,  in  our  mea¬ 
sure,  like  himfelf,  holy  and  happy.  And  if  we 
would  comply  with  his  offers  of  mercy  and  par- 
cion,  we  mould  have  confolations  here  neither  few 
nor  fmall ;  and  glory,  honor  and  beatitude  hereaf¬ 
ter.  What  one  dodtrine  of  Chrift  is  cruel  and 
hard?  What  one  duty,  which  he  enjoins,  fevere 
and  unfriendly  to  our  beft  good  ?  All  he  requires 
of  us  is  perfectly  fit  and  reafonable ;  and  all  things 
conftdered,  more  than  any  thing  elfe  could  be,  for 
our  happinefs.  He  is,  therefore,  a  good  mafter,  his 
yoke  is  eafy,  his  religion  is  made  up  of  goodnefs 
and  benevolence,  and  leads  to  joys  inconceivable, 
and  to  rivers  of  immortal  pleafure.  And  did  it 
take  place  perfectly  in  our  hearts,  and  in  the  hearts 
of  all  men,  we  ftiould  not  need  to  depart  from  this 
world,  for  Heaven,  we  fhould  find  it  here.  Indeed 
all  the  joys  of  the  celeftial  paradife,  are  but  the 
product  of  the  religion  of  the  divine  Jefus.  This 
idea  will  not  now  be  enlarged  upon,  for  I  fhall  foon 
have  occafton  to  refume  it. 

IV.  Thofe  confolations  which  Chrift  hatltj^ro- 
vided  for  his  followers,  in  their  greateft  extremi¬ 
ty,  the  hour  of  diffolution,  muft  not  be  paffed  over* 
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This  is  a  very  common  argument,  I  am  fenfible, 
to  prove  his  yoke  is  eafy  and  his  burden  light ,  and 
it  is  likewifca  very  convincing  one.  Death  is  the 
fcene  in  which  we  muft  all  be  adlors,  the  great 
„  and  honorable,  as  well  as  the  low  and  unworthy. 
At  that  folemn  and  awful  hour,  (the  comforts  of 
the  good  man  may  overflow^  and  he  lift  up  his 
head  with  joy,  becaufe  his  redemption  draweth 
nigh.  Nothing  is  more  likely  to  imprefs  the  mind 
with  a  fenfe  of  the  worth  and  glory  of  religion, 
than  looking  forward  to  the  moments  of  difiolu- 
tion;  and  feeing  how  the  Chriftian  may  bid  adieu 
to  terreftrial  things;  his  peace;  his  joy;  his  com- 
pofure  ;  or  his  triumph.  At  the  awful  folemni- 
tie^f^dy^ng^^tl^ereview  of  a  life  devoted  to 
the  beft  of  all  Beings,  wall  fill  the  foul  with  ration¬ 
al,  calm,  and  fetisfying  delight.  The  things  of 
another  w  orld  appear  more  folid  and  real  to  a  dy¬ 
ing  faint,  as  he  draws  near  to  them,  and  his  faith 
begins  to  turn  into  vifion,  and  his  hope  into  frui¬ 
tion.  He  now',  at  the  point  in  w’hich  w^e  view 
him,  hands  upon  the  confines  of  both  worlds,  in 
the  poffeflion  of  reafon,  and  difcerns,  wfith  more 
clearnefs,  the  vanity  and  emptinefs  of  that  from 
which  he  is  going,  and  the  fubftantial  and  durable 
happinefs  of  that  into  which  he  is  juft  about  to 
enter.  So  that  when  he  walks  through  the  fhady 
valley  of  death  he  fears  no  evil;  and  his  defires  are 
then  moft  lively  and  vigorous,  when  he  is  ready  to 
give  up  the  ghoft.  I  he  voice  of  nature,  the  voice 
©f  reafon,  and  the  voice  pf  confcience  concur,  iji 
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faying  to  the  righteous,  that  it  JJoall  be  well  with 
him .  In  his  laft  moments,  he  reviews  his  paft  life 
with  pleafure,  bids  farewel  to  the  world  in  peace, 
receives  the  awful  fummons  with  calmnefs,  launches 
forth  into  a  boundlefs  eternity  with  triumphant 
hopes,  looks  upward  to  his  God  with  delight,  and 
forward  to  Heaven  with  rapture.  And,  when  all 
is  clofed  upon  his  view,  and  the  curtains  of  death 
are  drawn,  he  enters  on  a  ftate  of  perfect  reft. 

V.  It  will  only  be  fubjoined,  that  Chrift’s  yoke 
ts  eafy  and  his  burden  light ,  as  his  religion  will  ter¬ 
minate  in  immortal  honor.  The  confequence  of 
receiving  and  practifing  his  religion,  in  another 
world,  will  be  all  the  blifs  of  Paradife,  joys  incon¬ 
ceivable,  and  raptures  on  earth  unknown.  On 
fuch  a  fubject,  language  lofes  its  energy.  Pomp 
of  words  only  debafes  it.  I  fhall  only  afk,  will 
then  the  happinels  of  Heaven  be  the  refult  of  pie¬ 
ty  and  virtue  here  ?  Shall  all  the  followers  of  the 
meek  and  lowly  Jefus,  at  laft,  fit  down  with  Abra¬ 
ham,  Ifaac  and  Jacob,  in  the  kingdom  of  God, 
when  ail  (hall  come  from  the  eaft  and  weft,  from 
the  north  and  fouth,  when  all  the  good  fhall  be  re¬ 
ceived  to  glory,  and  the  wicked  burned  with  un¬ 
quenchable  fire  ?  Will  they  be  welcomed  to  thofe 
realms  of  eternal  day,  where  they  (hall  fhine  as  the 
brightnefs  of  the  firmament,  and  as  the  ftars  for 
ever  and  ever — Where  all  the  foul  fhall  feel,  fhall 
be  perfect  blifs,  and  all  it  (hall  exprefs  fhall  be  per¬ 
fect  praife — where  all  tears  (hall  be  wiped  aw  ay — - 
where  perfect  love  fhall  fill  every  heart — and  exalt- 
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ed  Hofannas  employ  every  tongue? — Will  all  this 
be  our  portion,  if  we  take  Chrill’s  yoke  upon  us? 
Doth  religion  end  fo  giorioufly  ?  Certainly  then  it 
is  our  higheft  intereft,  it  is  happinefs  itfelf.  Well 
inight  our  Lord  lay,  my  yoke  is  eajy — my  burden  light  „ 

A  few  pafiages  of  holy  writ  will  now  be  added, 
to  finifh  the  argument.  From,  one  end  of  the  fa- 
cred  volume  to  the  other,  the  idea  of  the  pleafures 
of  a  virtuous  temper  and  life  is  exhibited.  The 
happinefs  ot  religion  is  foretold  by  the  Prophets 
prom i fed  by  Chrift,  and  recorded  by  the  Apoftles. 
By  the  Prophets  it  is  foretold  with  as  much  clear- 
hefs,  and  in  as  flrong  terms,  as  either  the  holinefs 
of  Chriftians,  or  the  glory  of  their  Redeemer, 

BleJJed  is  the  people  that  know  the  joyful  found  y  they 
ft> all  walk,  0  Lord,  in  the  light  of  thy  countenance.  Li 
thy  nameftall  they  rejoice  all  the  day ;  and  in  thy  righ- 
iemfnefs  fall  they  he  exalted i  for  thou  art  the  glory  of 
their ft rength,  and  in  thy  favor  fad l  their  horn  he  ex¬ 
alted.  For  the  Lord  is  our  defence »  and  the  holy  one 
if  Ifrael  is  our  king . 

In  what  ftronger  colors  than  these.  could  any 
perfon  be  reprefented,  whofe  whole  life  was  one 
continued  fcene  of  pleafure  ? 

Again,  0  how  great  is  thygoodnefs,  0  God,  which 
thou  hap  laid  up  for  them  that  fear  thee  /  which  thou 
haft  wrought  for  them  that  Iritft  in  thee  before  the  fans 
of  m.  ■/ .  Thai  fait  hide  then  inihefecret  of  thy  pre— 
Jen..e  from  the  pride  cj  men,  thoujbdll  keep  them  fecreily 
in  a  p-'vdion  fro*®  the  firife  of  tongues.  Lift  isfowrt 
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for  the  righteous ,  and gladnefs for  the  upright  in  heart', 
Wifdom  s  ways  are  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  all  her 
paths  peace;  length  of  days  is  in  her  right  hand,  riches 
and  honor  in  her  left.  Great  peace  have  all  they  that 
keep  thy  holy  law  and  nothing /hall  offend  them.  His 
commands  are  not  grievous,  and  in  keeping  of  them  there 
is  great  reward.  What  a  beautiful  defcription  of 
the  value  and  worth  of  religion,  under  the  name  of 
wifdom,  have  we  in  the  following  paffage !  But 
• where Jhall  wifdom  be  found  ?  and  where  is  the  place 
of  underftanding?  Man  knoweth  not  the  price  thereof 
neither  is  it  found  in  the  land  of  the  living.  The  depth 
faith  it  is  not  in  me  and  the  fea  faith  it  is  not  in  me.  It 
cannot  be  gotten  for  gold ,  neither  Jhall  filver  be  weighed 
for  the  price  thereof.  It  cannot  be  valued  with  thegoldof 
Ophir,  with  the  precious  onyx,  or  thefapphire.  The  gold 
and  the  cryfial  cannot  equal  it :  and  the  exchange  of  it 
Jhall  not  be  for  jewels  of  fine  gold.  No  mention  Jhall  be 
made  cj  coral  or  of  pearls :  for  the  price  of  wifdom  is 
above  rubies.  The  topaz  of  Ethiopia  Jhall  not  equal  it 
neither  Jhall  it  be  valued  with  pure  gold.  What  the 
Prophets  foretold,  with  one  voice,  the  Redeemer 
hath  confirmed  by  his  declarations  and  promifes. 
Bleffed,  fays  he,  are  the  poor  in  fpirit  for  theirs  is  the 
kingdom  of  God.  Bleffed  are  the  meek  for  they  Jhall  in¬ 
herit  the  earth.  Bleffed  are  they  that  mourn,  for  they 
Jhall  be  comforted.  Bleffed  are  they  that  hunger  and 
thiffi  after  righteoufnefs,  for  they  flo all  be  filled.  Blef¬ 
fed  are  the  merciful,  for  they  Jhall  obtain  mercy.  Blef¬ 
fed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  Jhall  fee  God.  rind 

he /aid  unto  them,  verily  I  fay  unto  you,  there  is  no  man 


that  hath  left  houfe ,  or  parents,  or  brethren ,  or  wife,  or 
children,  for  the  kingdom  of  God's  fake  ;  who  Jhall  not 
receive  manifold  more  in  this  prefent  time ,  and  in  the 
world  to  come  life  eternal.  And  in  the  text,  my  yoke 
is  eafy  and  my  burden  light .  If  you  call  his  religion 
a  yoke,  it  is  an  eafy  one.  If  you  call  it  a  burden, 
it  is  a  light  one. 

To  prove  that  religion  is  the  fource  of  the  moft 
refined  happinefs,  many  teftimonies  may  be  col¬ 
lected  from  the  apoftles.  St.  Luke,  in  the  hiftory 
of  the  acts  of  the  apoftles,  once  and  again  fpeaks 
ofjoy  in  the  Holy-Ghoft  ;  of  the  peace  and  plea¬ 
ting  wonder  of  thofe  who  embraced  the  gofpel. — 
Thus  the  gaoler,  we  are  told,  rejoiced.  The  fame 
account  we  find  of  the  Ethiopian  eunuch.  As 
foon  as  Philip  preached  Jefus  to  him,  he  was  bap- 
tifed,  and  though  his  heaven-appointed  guide  was 
fnatched  from  him,  yet  the  dodlrine  taking  place 
in  his  heart,  he  went  on  his  way,  it  is  not  laid,  rea- 
foning  only,  or  deeply  meditating,  or  the  like,  but 
rejoicing .  Indeed  we  have  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  all, 
who  heard  the  gofpel  to  purpofe,  heard  it  with  the 
fame  fentiments  of  joy.  They  behaved,  at  firft, 
like  perfons  quite  amazed  and  furprized  with  the 
grace  of  God.  And  where  nothing  of  habit  or  im¬ 
provement  could  have  time  as  yet  to  manifeft  it- 
felf,  they  were  raifed  by  the  pure  joys  of  the  gof¬ 
pel,  above  this  world,  and  were  ready  to  undergo, 
for  its  defence,  the  greateft  of  all  fufferings.  We 
read  alfo,  of  rejoicing  always,  and  of  joy  unfpeakable 
and  full  of  glory .  St.  Paul  comparing  the  Chriftian 
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life  to  the  military,  calls  it  the  good  fight  of  faith.  It 
is,  indeed,  good,  will  be  found  fo  at  death,  and  in 


a  future  ftate.  So  much  evidence  is  there  from  rea- 


fon  and  fcripture,  to  prove  that  Chrift’s  yoke  is  eafy 
and  his  burden  light .  If  we  examine  either  the 
principles  or  the  duties— the  dodrines  or  the  vir¬ 
tues — the  hopes,  or  the  inftitutions  of  Chriftianity, 
\ye  fhaU  find  it  to  be  full  of  happinefs.  Did  it 
reign  in  all  hearts,  there  would  be  nothing  to  de- 
ftroy  in  all  God's  holy  mountain.  Nations  would 
beat  their  /words  into  plough  -/hears  >  and  their /pears 
into  pruning-hooks ,  and  would  learn  war  no  more.  The 
world  would  be  full  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord  :  earth 
a  date  of  peace,  order  and  univerfal  good.  Such 
is  the  nature  and  tendency  of  the  benevolence  of 
the  gofpel.  O  benevolence  !  thou  brighteft  ray  of 
the  Creator's  glory !  thou  heavenly  principle ! 
thou  fweet  bond  of  union  in  all  holy  fouls  ! — May 
our  hearts  fed  thy  divine  power,  thy  fweet  confer 
lations ! 

What  remains  but  to  urge  all  that  hear  me,  to 
embrace  a  religion  fo  benevolent  and  mild,  fo  glo¬ 


rious  and  full  of  facred  pleafures?  You,  in  this 


are  only  urged  to  what  is  your  beft  good,  and  high- 
eft  honor,  to  what  is  reafonable  and  fit  in  kfelf, 
Religion,  believe  me,  doth  not  confift  in  wild  im- 
pulfes  upon  the  foul ;  not  in  dreams  and  vifions — - 
not  in  cold  and  heartlefs  obfervances — not  in  mere 
external  conformity  to  the  laws  of  God — not  in 
rites  and  names — -not  in  profeffions  and  forms,  but 
in  riehtcoufnefs  and  truth— in  meeknefs  and  good- 
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nefs — in  charity  and  faith — in  purity  of  heart  and 
piety  of  life — in  a  holy  principle  of  adtion  and  the 
pureft  moral  virtue,  Againft  a  religion  of  this 
kind,  who  can  objedl  ?  Him,  who  would  wifh  to  ba¬ 
rn  Ih  fuch  a  religion  from  the  world,  we  are  obliged 
to  look  upon  as  hoftile  to  human  happinefs,  as  a 
foe  to  the  higheft  ornament  and  dignity  of  fociety. 
By  a  melodious  voice  doth  this  religion  call  upon 
us  all,  to  yield  ourfelves  up  to  its  government  and 
laws.  Unto  you >  0  men ,  I  call ,  and  my  voice  is  to  the 
Jons  of  men .  0  ye  fimple  underjland  wifdom ,  and  ye 

fools  be  ye  Gfan  underfunding  heart .  Hear  for  I  will 
y' peak  of  excellent  things ,  and  the  opening  of  my  lips  Jhall 
be  right  things.  Where  the  happinefs  of  people, 
their  prefent  peace  and  future  felicity  is  concern¬ 
ed,  warmth  of  addrefs  is  allowable,  is  neceflary. 
I  would  afk  to  be  indulged  in  a  fhort  exhortation 
to  Tinners,  to  repair  to  the  fon  of  God,  whofe yoke 
is  eafy  and  whofe  burden  is  light >  for  help  and  hope. 
Be  perfuaded,  then,  to  embrace  the  offer  of  pardon¬ 
ing  goodnefs — tafte  that  the  Lord  is  gracious- 
give  up  all  your  objedlions  againft  piety  and  vir¬ 
tue,  and  all  your  excufes  for  continuing  any  lon¬ 
ger  in  unbelief  and  impenitence.  Let  not  the  re¬ 
membrance  of  your  fins  prevent  your,  immediately, 
feeking  for  mercy.  What !  though  your  crimes 
be  of  the  deepeft  dye  and  enormous  magnitude; 
though  innumerable  as  the  fand  on  the  fea  ftiore, 
and  aggravated  by  the  moft  uncommon  and  horrid 
circumftances,  yet  there  is  no  room  for  defpair 
a  fountain  is  opened  for  Judah  and  Jerufalem  to 
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waih  in,  from  fin  and  undeannefs.  Chrift’s  blood 
cleanfeth  from  all  fin.  He  is  a  Redeemer  moft 
eminently  fitted — a  Saviour  moft  perfectly  quali¬ 
fied  to  fave  guilty  man,  the  vileft  not  excepted. 

Behold  him  fuffering- — bleeding — expiring  on 
thecrofs.  Pardon  for  loft  finners  is  written  with 
pointed  fteel  and  ftreaming  blood  on  his  pierced 
hands  and  feet.  The  double  flood  ifluing  from 
his  wounded  fide  more  than  feals  the  dear-bought 
bleffing.  The  handwriting  againft  us  is  nailed  to 
his  crofs,  and  blotted  out  with  his  precious  blood. 
His  open  arms  invite  finners  to  accept  of  falvation ; 
and  incircled  in  them,  they  will  find  a  fafe  and  de¬ 
lightful  retreat — a  real  and  prefent  happinefs.  O 
finner!  on  the  wings  of  pleafing  hope,  fly  thither. 
By  all  that  is  near — -that  is  dear — that  is  facred  to 
thee,  fly  from  eternal  death — -lay  hold  on  eternal 
life.  Take,  fays  Chrift,  my  yoke  upon  you  and  learn  of 
me  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart ;  and  ye  Jhall  find 
reft  unto  your  fouls.  For  my  yoke  is  eafy  and  my  bur¬ 
den  is  light .  Amen. 
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DEATH  the  CHRISTIAN'S  GAIN. 

B  Y 

THOMAS  REESE.  A.  M. 

Miniiter  of  a  Prefoyterian  Congregation,  Salem,  South-Carolina. 


Philip,  i.  21. 

To  die  is  gain. 

TT  is  not  a  very  uncommon  thing  for  pious  peo- 
pie,  and  efpecially  pious  minifters  who  are 
ufeful  in  the  church,  to  be  fometimes  in  fuch  a 
fituation,  that,  were  it  left  to  themfelves,  they 
would  be  much  at  a  lofs  whether  to  choofe  life  or 
death.  This  appears  to  have  been  the  cafe  with 
the  apoftle  Paul,  when  he  penned  the  words 
of  the  text.  When  he  confidered  of  what 
great  importance  his  prefence .  was  to  the 
church,  he  defired  to  continue  in  the  body  :  On 
the  other  hand,  when  he  looked  forward  and  took 
a  view  of  that  glory  and  immortality  to  which  he 
was  fully  perfuaded  death  would  open  him  a  paf- 
fage,  he  was  feized  with  an  ardent  defire  to  de¬ 
part,  and  to  be  with  Chrift.  This  conflift  he 
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exprdFes  in  the  23d  and  24th  verfes.  For  I  am  in 
a  firait  betwixt  two,  having  a  defire  to  depart  and  to 
be  with  Chrifi  >  which  is  far  better  •  nev<  rthelefis  to 
abide  in  the  flejh  is  more  needful  for  you.  Under 
thefe  impreflions,  he  comforts  himfelf  with  a  full 
ailurance  that,  whether  he  lived  or  died,  Chrift 
would  be  glorified  in  him*  Chrifi ,  fays  he,  in  the 
clofe  of  verfe  20th  yJhallbe  magnified  in  mybody.zuhe- 
ther  it  be  by  life  or  death .  Kr  to  ?ne  to  live ,  is  Chrifi , 

and  to  die  is  gain .  My  motive  to  live,  is  the  fer» 
vice  of  Chrift ;  he  is  the  fupreme  end  of  my  life  % 
for  his  honor  only,  I  defire  to  live ;  and  to  die  tor 
him,  I  count  my  greateft  gain. 

The  fingle  point  I  have  in  view,  in  difcourfing 
from  thefe  words,  is,  to  fhew  in  what  refpedts 
death  is  gain  to  the  true  Chriftian  :  And, 

I.  In  the  firft  place,  death  is  gain  to  the  Chrifi* 
tian,  becaufe  it  delivers  him  from  the  remains  of 
fin. 


It  is  not  the  defign  of  God,  that  the  Chriftiafi 
fhould  be  abfolutely  perfect  in  the  prefent  life*— 
He  hath  referved  this  happinefs  for  the  ftate  be¬ 
yond  the  grave.  The  relics  of  a  corrupt  nature 
continue  in  the  beft  of  men,  while  they  fojourn 
here  in  this  world.  Scripture  and  experience 
both  confpire  to  evince  the  truth  of  this.  There 
is  no  man  who  liveth  and finneth  not.  In  many  things 
we  all  offend.  He,  who  faith  he  hath  no  fny  is  a  liar . 
That  man  muft  be  blind  indeed,  a  great  ftranger 
to  his  own  heart,  and  to  the  purity,  extent,  and 


fectly  free  from  all  fin.  Such  perfons  plainly  dif-  j 

cover  that  they  are  impofed  upon  by  the  deceit-  ,1j 

fulnefs  of  their  own  hearts  ;  and  are  fo  far  from  I 

full  perfection,  that  they  have  not  reached  even  4 

the  lowefi  degree  of  it.  Every  good  man  is  aCtu-  ^ 

ated  by  two  different  and  oppofite  principles  •  a  j 

principle  of  fin,  and  a  principle  of  grace.  The 
flefi  kifteth  againji  the  Spirit,  and  the  Spirit  againji  the  j 

fiejh  ;  and  theSe  two  are  contrary  the  one  to  the  other.  f 1 

And  though  the  principle  of  holinefs  predomin-  H 

ates  in  every  good  man,  he  is,  notwithftanding,  li-  J 

able  to  fall  into  fin,  through  the  remains  of  the  J 

old  man,  which  are  never  wholly  eradicated  in  the  *] 


prefent  fiate.  Thefe  two  warring  principles  pro¬ 


duce  a  continual  conflict  in  the  Chriftian,  which 
lafts  during  life.  Hence  the  Chriftian  life  is  ,  in 
fcripture,  frequently  compared  to  a  fight,  and  a 
race ;  things  which  require  the  moft  ftrenuous  ef¬ 
forts.  1  have  fought  the  good  fight,  faith  the  apoftle 
Paul,  I  have  finifhed  my  courfe,  henceforth  there  is 
laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  lifie.  Now,  there  is  no¬ 
thing  which  gives  the  true  Chriftian  fuch  real  and 
deep  concern,  luch  continual  farrow,  as  the  re¬ 
mains  of  fin  which  dwell  within  him.  There  is 
nothing  from  which  he  fo  ardently,  and  uniform¬ 
ly  defires  to  he  delivered.  Thefe  are  the  great 
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wounding  his  own  confcience,  and  grieving  the 
holy  fpirit !  He  deeply  feels  the  obligations  he 
is  under  to  his  Redeemer,  and  bitterly  laments 
that  he  fo  often  falls  into  fin,  and  violates  the  moft 
tender  and  endearing  ties.  Hear  how  palfionate- 
ly  the  apoftle  Paul  cries  out  under  the  burden  of 
in-dwelling  fin. — 0  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who 
Jhall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  !  Death 
is,  therefore,  great  gain  to  the  Chriftian,  becaufe 
it  delivers  him  from  that  burden,  of  which  the  a- 
poftle  fo  eminent  in  holinefs,  here  complains. — 
After  death  the  Chriftian ’s  conflict  is  at  an  end  ; 
all  his  dangers  are  over ;  all  his  toils  paft.  He  is 
then  freed,  fully  and  completely  freed,  from  all 
the  remains  of  fin,  which  gave  him  fo  much  pain 
and  forrowT  while  he  continued  in  the  body.  All 
his  lufts  are  fubdued,  all  his  enemies  conquered. 
He  has  no  longer  any  need  to  toil  and  labor,  to 
run  and  fight.  Satan  can  no  longer  tempt ;  the 
world  can  no  longer  allure,  nor  his  unruly  paftions 
hurry  him  into  fin.  His  victory  is  decifive,  his 
triumph  complete.  That  the  Chriftian  will  be 
made  completely  holy  after  death,  is  a  plain  doc¬ 
trine  of  fcripture.  The  apoftle  Paul,  fpeaking  of 
the  faints  in  Heaven,  calls  them  the  f pints  of  juft 
men  made  perfeft.  The  word  of  God  teaches  us 
to  believe,  that  the  righteous  after  death  will  be 
completely  happy.  But  this  would  be  impoftrble, 
were  they  not  delivered  from  all  the  remains  of 
fin.  As  it  is  natural  for  them,  above  all  other 
things,  to  defire  fuch  deliverance,  ftiouid  they  not 
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obtain  it,  there  would  be  a  ftrong  defire  unfatisfi- 
ed,  which  is  inconfiftent  with  perfect  happinefs. 
Befides,  it  is  inconfiftent  with  the  perfections  of 
God  to  admit  creatures  into  Heaven  who  are  pol¬ 
luted  with  fin.  Nothing  unclean  can  enter  there.  It 
is  plain,  then,  that  the  Chriftian,  at  death,  will  be 
delivered  from  all  the  relics  of  fin,  which  remain 
in  him  while  he  fojourns  here  below.  And,  as  thefe 
are  the  fource  of  his  greateft  trouble  and  uneafi- 
nefs  in  the  prefent  life,  and  the  principal  burden  of 
his  foul,  death  muft  be  to  him  unfpeakable  gain. 

II.  Death  is  gain  to  the  Chriftian,  becaufe  it 
delivers  him  from  all  thofe  natural  evils  and  ca¬ 
lamities,  which  are  the  confequence  of  fin,  in  the 
prefent  life. 

That  the  righteous  are  not  exempted  from  the 
common  miferies  and  calamities  of  human  life,  is 
too  plain  to  need  any  proof.  The  righteous  gov¬ 
ernor  of  the  world,  feems  generally  to  diftribute 
thefe  with  a  promilcuous  hand.  All  things  come 
alike  to  ally  and  there  is  no  knowing  good  or  evil  by  any 
thing  that  is  feen  under  the  fun .  In  this  world  the 
righteous  are  blended  with  the  wicked,  and  fuffer 
with  them.  Indeed  if  we  carefully  attend  to  the 
feripture-hiftory,  and  diligently  obferve  the  dif- 
penfations  of  providenee,  we  fhall,  perhaps,  find 
fiifficient  reafon  to  conclude,  that  the  greateft 
portion  of  fuffering  is  commonly  thrown  into 
the  cup  of  the  righteous.  Be  this  as  it  may,  cer¬ 
tain  it  is,  that  the  belt  men  in  the  world  are  fub- 
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to  rnany  evils,  and  often  in  fuch  a  dtuation,* 
that  they  may  truly  fay  with  the  apoftle— If  in 
this  life  only,  we  have  hope  in  Chrifi,  weave  of  ail  men 
moft  inferable.  Whilft  Chriftians  fojourn  in  this 
valley  of  tears,  they  are  fubjed  to  many  diffreff- 
ing  and  painful  difeafes.  1  heir  bones  are  chaff- 
ed  with  pain,,  and  the  multitude  of  their  bones  with 
f  rong  pain.  They  are  made  to  poffefs  months  of  vani¬ 
ty,  and  wear  feme  nights  are  appointed  unto  them. _ 

Their  ftrength  and  their  beauty  are  confumed  by 
ficknefs ;  and  they  are  frequently  brought  to  the 
gates  of  death.  They  fuffer  not  only  pain  of  bo¬ 
dy,  but  much  trouble  and  anxiety  of  mind.  Ma¬ 
ny  are  the  Ioffes  and  difappointments,  many  the 
afflidive  and  bereaving  ftrokes  to  which  they  are 
liable :  And  they  mult  be  fomething  more  than 
human,  and  diverted  of  the  common  feelings  of 
men,  not  to  fuffer  under  them.  They  fuffer  in 
themfelves,  and  they  fuffer  in  others  by  lympathy. 
As  they  have,  generally,  tender  and  compaffionate 
hearts,  they  cannot  but  be  greatly  affeded  with  the 
miferies  and  diffreffes  of  their  fellow-men.  The 
hufband  fuffers  in  the  wife,  and  the  wife  in  the 
hufband  ;  the  parent  in  the  child,  and  the  child 
in  the  parent ;  friend  differs  in  friend,  and  one  re¬ 
lation  in  another.  Add  to  all  thefe  evils,  the  grief 
and  forrow  which  arife  from  feeing  and  hearing 
the  abominable  deeds  and  filthy  converfation  of 
the  wicked.  The  apoffie  Peter  tells  us,  that  right¬ 
eous  Lot  vexed  his  foul  from  day  to  day,  with 
the  unlawful  deeds  and  filthy  converfation  of  the 
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wicked  in  Sodom.  It  cannot  but  give  a  good 
man  great  concern  to  fee  vice  abounding,  iniqui¬ 
ty  prevailing,  impiety  triumphing,  and  like  a 
naighty  torrent,  ready  to  bear  down  ail  before 
them.  The  honor  of  the  Redeemer  is  dear  to  ev¬ 
ery  Chriftian  ;  his  kingdom  and  intereft  in  the 
world,  lie  near  his  heart ;  he  loves  the  fouls  of  his 
fellow-immortals,  and  wifhes  to  promote  their  e- 
ternal  falvation.  This  being  the  temper  of  every 
true  Chriftian,  it  muft  affecft  him  deeply,  and  fill 
him  with  unfpeakable  forrow,  to  fee  God  provok¬ 
ed,  his  holy  name  blafphemed,  the  Redeemer  dif- 
honored,  his  grace  defpifed,  his  mercy  abufed, 
and  all  religion  turned  into  contempt  and  ridi¬ 
cule.  For  thefe  things  his  tears  flow,  and  his  foul 
•weeps  in  Jecret  places.  He  fees  thoufands  of  pre¬ 
cious,  immortal  fouls,  running  on  in  the  broad 
way  which  leads  unerring  to  the  abodes  oi  death. 
He  is  fully  fenfible  of  their  danger,  and  forefees 
the  mifery  which  awaits  them,  if  they  perfift  in 
their  impiety  and  rebellion.  This  excites  the  moffc 
painful  fenfations,  and  fills  him  with  thedeepeft 
yegret. 

But  why  fhould  I  attempt  a  catalogue  of  the  va¬ 
rious  evils  and  calamities,  to  which  the  Chriftian 
is  fubject,  in  the  prefent  life  ?  They  are  innumera¬ 
ble,  and  many  of  them  terrible  beyond  all  defcrip- 
tion.  From  all  thefe,  death  will  deliver  him  ;  and 
therefore  to  die,  muft  be  his  gain.  It  puts  a  final 
period  to  all  his  afflidtions  and  miferies,  to  all  his 
forrows  and  fufferings.  In  thofe  Hefted  manfions 
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to  which  he  ftall  be  admitted  aft.r  death,  there 

ncfs  ve  him  any  trouble  or  uneafi- 

nefs,  nothing  to  difturb  his  peace,  or  break  his  e- 

fndh  rfP°?'r  ThC,re  hC  111:113  reft  from  his  labors, 

rh  r  k,  I™"1  a11  diflrefs  and  tribulation.  In 
that  bleffed  ftate,  he  lhall  no  longer  be  fubied  to 

pain,  ficknefs  or  difeafe :  for  there,  the  inhabitant 

Jhall  not  Jay,  I  am  Mi  and  the  people  ftoall  be  forgiven 

their  iniquity.  The  bodies  of  the  righteous  lhall 
at  then-  reforreftion,  be  purged  from  all  the  feeds 
of  difeafe  and  diffolution,  and  made  fpiritual,  in¬ 
corruptible,  and  immortal.  This  corruptible  'fhatt 
■put  on  incorruption ,  and  this  mortal fljall  put  on  immor¬ 
tality,  and  death  Jhall  be  f  wallowed  up  in  victory. 
Thele  vile  bodies  will  then  be  glorious  bodies,  and 
flourifh  in  eternal  health,  immortal  vigor,  and  un¬ 
decaying  beauty.  Death  makes  a  complete  repa¬ 
ration  between  the  righteous  and  the  wicked. 
There  the  wicked  ceafe  from  troubling.  They  ceafe 
to  perfecute  and  opprefs  the  righteous,  to  vex  and 
grieve  them  by  their  profane  convention  and  im¬ 
pious  deeds.  In  a  word,  the  Chriftian,  by  death, 
is  per  feci  ly  freed  from  all  thofe  evils  and  calami¬ 
ties  which  were  introduced  into  the  world  by  fin, 
and,  therefore,  to  him  it  muft  be  immenfe  gain. 

O  what  a  happy  exchange  does  the  poor,  afflided, 
perfecuted  Chriftian  make,  when  releafed  from  his 
houfe  of  clay  !  from  ficknefs  to  health,  from  pain 
to  pleafure,  from  trouble  to  reft,  from  war  to  peace, 
fiom  grief  and  forrovv  to  endlefs  joy  and  ineffable 
delight!  from  bondage  to  freedom,  from  an  earth- 
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\y  cottage  to  a  heavenly  palace,  from  a  howling 
wildernefs  to  a  blooming  paradife,  from  a  prifon 
to  a  kingdom,  from  a  crofs  to  a  crown!  Welcome, 
thrice  welcome  death,  the  end  of  forrows,  and  the 
beginning  of  joys ! 

III.  Death  introduces  the  Chriftian  into  a  much 

M 

more  noble,  excellent  and  happy  fociety,  than  he 
can  poffibly  enjoy  here  in  this  world  ;  and  on  this 
account,  is  to  him  unfpeakable  gain. 

After  death,  the  Chriftian  (hall  dwell  with  God 
and  Chrift,  and  be  the  companion  of  Angels,  and 
the  f pints  of  juft  men  made  perfefit.  In  the  prefent 
life,  the  righteous  are  frequently  obliged  to  aflbci- 
ate  with  the  wicked,  and  their  company  and  con- 
verfation  cannot  but  be  difagreeable  to  them.  They 
can  have  no  true  pleafure  or  fatisfadtion  in  the  foci¬ 
ety  of  loofe,  profane,  and  irreligious  men.  But  it  is 
their  duty,  and  their  neceflary  bufinefs  fometimes 
requires  them,  to  mingle  in  the  alTembles  of  the 
wicked.  This  cannot  be  avoided  while  they  are 
connedted  with  them  in  a  (late  of  civil  fociety. 
And  though  they  always  prefer  the  fociety  of  fober 
and  godly  men,  the  excellent  ones  of  the  earth  in 
whom  is  all  their  delight ;  yet  even  among  thefe, 
they  often  find  fuch  a  mixture  of  fin  or  infirmity* 
of  paftion  or  prejudice,  as  renders  their  conven¬ 
tion  not  only  imperfect,  but  fometimes  very  difa¬ 
greeable.  It  is  as  true  as  it  is  lamentable,  that 
even  good  men,  in  this  world,  do  not  always  live 
in  that  peace  and  harmony  which  religion  requires, 
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and  which  is  ncceffary  to  their  own  comfort  and 
happinefs.  How  indeed  can  it  be  otherwife  in 
this  date  of  imperfedtion,  ignorance  and  error?  In 
Rich  a  date,  men  ill  always  be  liable  to  differ  in 
their  fentiments.  This  feldom  fails  to  produce 
opposition  and  contradiction,  which  naturally  tend 
to  inflame  the  paffions  and  excite  animofities  a- 
mong  weak,  imperfect  and  finful  men.  The  Apof- 
tles  Paul  and  Peter  were  both  excellent  and  holy 
men,  yet  we  find  they  did  not  always  agree;  and 
the  contention  was  once  fo  fharp  between  Paul  and 
Barnabas,  that  they  parted  not  on  very  friendly 
terms.  And  this  is  too  often  the  cafe  with  great 
and  good  men ;  and  greatly  diminifnes  the  hap- 
pmeis  which  they  might  otherwife  enjoy  from  the 
company  and  converfation  of  each  other  in  this 
world.  But  death  will  put  an  end  to  all  thofe 
things  which  deprive  us  of  that  full  fatisfadtion  and 
inexpreffible  delight,  which  fociety  is  capable  of 
affording  to  fuch  creatures  as  we  are.  After  death, 
the  righteous  fhall  be  for  ever  feparated  from  the 
wicked,  and  no  longer  obliged  to  affociate  with 
them;  confequently,  they  fhall  be  completely  de¬ 
livered  from  all  that  grief  and  vexation  of  fpirit, 
of  wdiich  their  wickednefs  was  the  occafion.  In 
the  Rate  beyond  the  grave,  Chriftians  fhall  be  purg¬ 
ed  from  ail  fin  and  imperfedlion  of  every  kind ; 
and  confequently  fitted  both  to  receive  and  com¬ 
municate  the  moll  fublime  and  exquifite  fecial 
pleafures.  Death  will  introduce  them  to  the  moil 
intimate  communion  and  fellowship  with  the  Father v 


and  with  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift.  In  this  world,  their 
commumon  with  God  is  imperfect  and  interrupt¬ 
ed  ;  but  in  the  world  of  fpirits,  it  will  be  perfedt 
and  uninterrupted.  There  they  will  no  longer  fee 
through  a  glafs  darkly  >  hut  face  to  face.  God  will  no 
more  hide  his  face  from  them,  and  iuffer  them  to 
walk  in  darknefs :  they  fhall  for  ever  dwell  in  his 
prefence  where  there  is  fulnefs  of  joy  and  pleafures  for 
ever  more.  All  thofe  dark  clouds,  which  interrupt¬ 
ed  their  view  in  the  prefent  imperfect  ftate,  fhall 
be  diffipated  ;  and  they  fhall  behold  the  Deity  in 
full  unclouded  fblendor.  There  they  fhall  con¬ 
vene  familiarly  with  the  Father  of  Spirits,  the 
fountain  of  life  and  light,  the  fource  of  perfection 
and  felicity.  In  thy  light  floall  we  fee  light.  Their 
vifion  is  complete,  their  fruition  full.  There  too 
they  fhall  fee,  and  for  ever  dwell  with  the  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  whom  having  not  feen  they  loved* 
They  fhall  be  admitted  to  the  moil  intimate  com¬ 
munion  with  him  who  died  for  them,  and  w7alhed 
them  in  his  ow7n  precious  blood.  They  fhall 
fit  down  with  him  on  the  right  hand  of  his  Father, 
where  he  fhines  encircled  with  ineffable  glory,  for 
ever  behold  his  mild  majeftic  countenance,  beam¬ 
ing  with  divine  love  and  companion,  and  drink  in 
rf  beatitude  pah  utterance/’  from  his  prefence. 
They  fhall  fee  him  as  he  is,  be  eternally  tranfport- 
cd  with  his  love,  and  changed  into  the  fame  image 
from  glory  to  glory.  Then  will  that  prayer  of  our 
Saviour  be  anfwered  :  Father  I  will  that  they  alfo 
whom  thou  haft  given  me  he  where  I  am}  that  they  may 
heboid  my  glory . 
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But  further.  The  Chriftian,  after  death,  fhall  be 
admitted  into  the  blefTed  fociety  of  Angels.  Thofe 
glorious  and  happy  fpirits  will  be  his  companions. 
They  will  welcome  him  to  the  realms  of  light  and 
glory  -  and  without  envy  admit  him  to  partake  of 
tneir  honors,  and  (hare  in  their  felicity.  The 
1  ij> htcous  iliall  mingle  with  thofe  morning  ftars, 
fhine  with  them,  and  with  them  fhout  aloud  for 
joy.  They  fhall  hold  high  converfe  with  thofe 
funs  of  God;  and  with  them  contemplate  the 
wonders  of  redeeming  love.  With  them  they  fhall 
rejoice,  and  with  them  adore. 

The  ipiiits  of  juft  men  made  perfect  will  al fo 
be  the  companions  of  the  Chriftian  in  a  future 
ftate.  When  he  dies,  he  fhall  be  taken  to  the  gene— 
ral  ajjembly  of  the  firji-borny  whofe  names  are  written 
in  Heaven.  There,  my  brethren,  if  you  die  the 
death  of  the  righteous  and  your  lajl  end  be  like^fisi  you 
will  not  only  fee  and  converfe  with  all  fholeT^fe 
are  now  your  companions  in  tribulation  ;  but  with 
all  the  good  men,  who  have  lived  in  the  different 
ages  of  the  world.  There,  in  that  happy  country  to 
which  you  will  be  tranflated  by  death,  you  fhall 
converfe  with  all  the  Patriarchs  and  holy  men  of 
old.  There  you  fhall  be  the  companions  of  Ifaiah, 
Jeremiah,  and  all  the  holy  Prophets,  of  whom  this 
world  was  not  worthy.  There  you  fhall  fee  the 
harbinger  of  your  Redeemer,  who  was  a  burning 
arid  a  filming  light  in  this  world ;  but  who  glows 
with  an  intenfer  flame,  and  fhines  with  a  brighter 
light  in  the  world  above.  There  you  fhall  form 
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one  foeiety  with  the  twelve  ApofHes,  who  flilne 
like  the  fun  in  the  kingdom  of  their  Father.  There 
you  lliall  fee  Peter  who  denied  his  maftcr,  but  af¬ 
terwards  buffered  for  him,  raifed  from  an  ignomi¬ 
nious  crofs  to  a  bright  eternal  crown.  There  you 
lhall  behold  the  beloved  Difciple  feafting  his  eyes 
with  the  vifion  of  his  much  loved  and  loving  Lord. 
Hebu  rns  with  the  ardor  of  a  Seraph,  and  is  {wal¬ 
lowed  up  in  the  heavenly  dame.  There  too,  you 
fhall  fee  the  apoftle  Paul,  who  of  a  perfecutor  be¬ 
came  a  preacher,  enjoying  the  full  reward  of  all  his 
labors  and  bufferings,  and  confirming  the  truth  of 


his  affertion  in  the  text— T o  me  to  live  is  Chriji ,  * 


i-  i'  rl  t  t 


Jo  die  is  gain .  He  f ought  the  good  fight ,  be  fin  i/bed  bis 

courfey  and  now  a  never-fading  crown  of  glory 
flourifhes  upon  his  head.  In  thofe  bright  regions, 
you  lhall  fee  the  glorious  army  of  martyrs,  who 
were  fain  for  the  word  of  God  and  the  tefiimony  ofje - 
Jus ,  clothed  in  white  robes,  with  crowns  of  gold 
upon  their  heads,  and  palms  of  victory  in  their 
hands.  Thefe  are  they  who  came  out  of  great  tribula¬ 
tion,  and  have  zvajhed  their  robes  and  made  them  white 
in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb .  O  my  brethren,  what  un- 
{peakable  happinefs  muft  it  be,  to  be  admitted  in¬ 
to  fuch  a  foeiety !  What  exquiiite  happinefs  do 
good  and  wile  men  enjoy,  from  the  foeiety  of  each 
other,  even  here  upon  earth,  when  they  are  united 
in  the  bands  of  friendfhip,  and  have  only  an  im¬ 
perfect  fimilarity  of  tempers,  difpofirions,  and  fen- 
timents !  With  what  ardor  do  they  embrace  each 
other !  How  do  their  features  lighten  up,  when 
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thef  mce^  and  their  fouls  fpring  forward,  as  it 
v,eie,  to  falute  each  other!  What  a  feaff  of  love 
and  joy  do  their  prefence  and  difcourfes  afford  ! 
Ho  w  much  happinefs  do  they  give,  how  much  re¬ 
ceive  !  How  do  they  entertain,  how  do  they 
pleafe  and  inftruct  each  other  !  What  fweet  coun- 
fel  do  they  take  together!  Now,  if  the  com¬ 
pany  and  converfation  of  pious  friends,  upon 
earth,  can  afford  fo  much  delight  and  mutual  fa- 
tisfaction,  how  great  beyond  all  expreffion  muff  be 
the  felicity  of  the  bleffed  company  above  !  In  that 
happy  fociety,  an  entire  onenefs  of  heart  reigns. 
They  are  all  united  in  the  moft  perfect  concord, 
the  fweeetft  love  and  harmony.  Their  fentiments 
are  all  one,  their  affections  one,  their  joys  one. 


(  There  is  a  perfect  fimilarity  of  tempers,  difpefiti- 
ons  and  inclination.)  That  celeffial  flame,  in  which 


they  all  glow,  melts  and  mixes  their  fouls  into  an 
entire  union.  {Every  one  ftiares  in  the  felicity, 
and  adds  to  it.  The  happinefs  of  all  is  the  hap¬ 
pinefs  of  every  one,  and  the  happinefs  of  every 
one  the  happinefs  of  all!)  This  feerns  to  be  the 
import  of  our  Saviour’s  prayer,  That  they  may  be  all 
one  as  thou  Father  art  in  me,  and  I  in  thee ,  that  they 
may  be  one  in  us.  It  is  faid  of  the  primitive  Chrif- 
tians'at  Jerufaiem,  that  they  w7ere  all  of  one  heart 
and  of  one  foul.  But  how  much  more  cicfe  and 
intimate  is  the  union  of  the  faints  in  the  heavenly 
Jerufaiem,  where  every  one  loves  another  as  him- 
felf !  (Hiffori  ans  relate,  that  as  Alexander  entered 
the  pavilion  of  the  mother  of  Darius,  with  Hephef- 


REESE. 


3% 

tion  his  friend  and  favorite,  fhe  kneeled  to  the  lat¬ 
ter,  as  being  the  more  majeftic  of  the  two ;  but 
being  informed  of  her  error,  fhe  humbly  aiked 
pardon.  To  whom  Alexander  replied,  “You  did 
not  miftake  mother,  for  this  too,  is  Alexander.” 
This  is  but  a  faint  image  of  that  endearing  friend- 
fliip  and  tranfcendent  love  which  reigns  in  the 
hearts  of  the  bleffed  in  Heaven.  How  ravifhing 
muft  be  the  converfation  of  fuch  friends!  how 
fweet  their  intercourfe !  With  what  rapture  do  they 
pour  out  their  hearts  to  each  other,  and  converfe 
of  the  works  and  wrays  of  God!  With  what  de¬ 
lightful  admiration  do  they  recount  the  ineftima- 
ble  bleffings  they  mutually  enjoy!  With  what 
traniport  do  they  adore,  with  what  extacy  do  they 
join,  in  celebrating  the  wonders  of  redeeming  love  \) 
O  happy  company!  O  bleffed  fociety!  may  the 
Chriftian  fay,  w7hen  fliall  I  mingle  in  your  alTembly  ? 

Vv  hen  fhali  I  be  delivered  from  this  prifon  of  clay, 
burn  in  your  fames,  and  join  in  your  fongs  ? 

If  Socrates,  a  heathen,  could  comfort  himfelf  fae- 
lore  his  death,  with  the  hope  that  he  was  going  to 
-converfe  with  Homer,  Heiiod,  and  other  heroes 
and  fages  of  antiquity;  fhould  not  the  Chriftian 
much  more  rejoice  at  the  approach  of  death,  which 
translates  him  to  the  fociety  and  converfation  of 
the  bleffed  in  Heaven?  What  abundant  confoiati- 
on  fhould  it  afford,  that  in  the  ftate  beyond  the 
giave  lie  will  be  brought  to  an  innumerable  company  of 
angeis)  to  the  general  ajjembly  of  the  church  of  the  fir  ft  - 
Aw,  whofe  names  are  written  in  Heaven ,  and  to  God 


the  judge  of  all,  and  to  the f pints  of  juft  men  made  per* 
feet,  and  to  Jefus  the  mediator  of  the  new  covenant  ? 

With  fuch  bright  and  glorious  profpeds  before 
him,  how  can  he  not  reckon  death  immenfe  and 
unfpeakabie  gain? ( And  how  truly  may  he  adopt 
the  language  of  the  apoftle  in  the  text.  To  me  to 
live  is  Ckrift,  and  to  die  is  gain  f) 

IV.  The  employments  of  the  Chriftian  after 
death  will  be  much  more  noble  and  excellent,  than 
they  are  in  the  prefent  life ;  and  therefore,  to  die, 
is  to  him  gain. 

While  the  Chriftian  is  in  his  ftate  of  pilgrimage 
here  upon  earth,  a  great  part  of  his  time  is  com¬ 
monly  employed  about  things  of  a  temporal  na¬ 
ture.  While  he  is  in  the  body,  it  is  his  duty  to 
provide  for  the  body;  and  this  engroftes  much  of 
his  time  and  thoughts.  (This  obliges  him  often  to 
be  engaged  in  matters  which  are  very  difagreeable 
to  him,  though  neceftary  in  his  prefent  circum- 
ftancesp  Care  and  anxiety  about  the  things  of  the 
prefent  life, (too  frequently  break  in  upon  him  and) 
<r/£>*difturb  his  peace.  Even  the  frnall  portion  of  his 
time  which  he  devotes  to  the  performance  of  reli¬ 
gious  duties,  is  but  feldom  fpent  in  a  manner  en¬ 
tirely  to  his  fatisfadion.  Elis  beft  religious  per¬ 
formances  are  very  imperfect,  and  mingled  with 
fin.  The  world  often  intrudes;  fenfible  objeds 
prefs  upon  him,  and  draw  off  his  mind  from  the 
work  in  which  he  is  engaged.  His  heart  often 
wanders,  and  his  thoughts  ftart  alide  from  thole 
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important  fpiritual  objects  on  which  they  ought 
to  he  fixed.  He  finds  great  reafon  to  lament  his 
coldnefs,  deadnefs  and  formality  in  the  worfhip  of 
God.  (it  is  but  feldom  he  feels  that  flow  of  affec¬ 
tion,  that  fire  of  love,  that  life,  that  vigor,  in  the 
fervice  of  his  God  which  he  fo  earneftly  defires. 
The  praifes  of  his  redeemer  often  dwell  upon  his 
tongue,  when  he  has  no  deep  penetrating  fenfe  of 
his  love,  and  feels  but  little  of  the  heavenly  flame 
in  his  heart.  And  when  he  looks  back  and  refleds 
upon  the  time  fpent  in  the  worfhip  of  God,  he 
finds  many  deficiencies,  and  fees  abundant  caufe 
of  forrow  and  regret,  of  fhame  and  confufion  of 
facef)  But  after  death,  it  will  not  be  fo.  The 
whole  of  his  time  will  then  be  employed  in  the 
immediate  worfhip  and  fervice  of  God.  This  will 
be  his  foie  work;  and  it  will  be  performed  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  yield  him  the  higheft  fatisfadion, 
the  moll  fublime  pleafure.  He  fhall  no  longer 
experience  the  leaf!  fin  or  imperfection  in  his  duty. 
He  fhall  be  like  a  flame  of  fire,  all  a&ivity,  life  and 
love,  in  the  fervice  of  God.  There  will  then  be 
nothing  to  call  off  his  mind  from  the  divine  work 
in  which  he  fhall  -be  employed. — No  earthly 
thoughts — no  worldly  cares — (no  carnal  objects,) 
l  ie  will  then  have  all  thofe  difpofitions  and  affec¬ 
tions  in  their  higheft  perfection,  which  God  re¬ 
quires,  and  which  are  neceffary  for  performing  his 
work  in  the  molt  perfect  and  acceptable  manner. 
In  Heaven  the  faints  fuffer  no  interruption  in  their 
fweet  employment.  They  Jf and  before  the  throne  of 
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God,  and  wor/hip  him  day  and  night  in  his  temple , 
'They  ceafe  not  day  nor  night,  crying  holy ,  holy ,  holy 
Lord  God  Almighty!  The  glorious  perfections  of 
God  difplayed  in  1ms  works  of  nature  and  of  grace, 
are  the  fubjcd  of  their  unceafing  contemplation, 
and  moft  profound  admiration.  They  continual¬ 
ly  celebrate,  and  continually  adore  the  ftupendous 
plan  of  redemption,  where  all  the  divine  attributes 
fo  beautifully  harmonize,  and  fhine  with  fuch  un¬ 
paralleled  luftre.  The  wonders  of  rich,  free,  and 
fovereign  grace  in  the  falvation  of  flnners,  the  im- 
menfe,  unfathomable  love,  of  a  bleeding,  dying. 
Saviour,  are  their  eternal  theme.  The  angels  de/ire 
to  look  into  thefe  things . — The  rapt  Seraph  adores  and 
lurns ;  and  the  glorious  company  of  there  deem¬ 
ed  above,  (ball  with  rapture  celebrate  them  through 
eternal  ages.  The  entire  union,  and  perfedl  con¬ 
cord  ofthofe  bleiTed  fpirits,  in  the  work  of  praife, 
greatly  enhance  their  pleafure.  Among  the  count- 
lefs  millions  who  compofe  this  vaft,  this  happy  af- 
fembly,  there  is  not  one  cold  heart,  one  diffenting 
voice,  one  difcordant  note. 

Ten  thoufand  thoufand  are  their  tongues. 
But  all  their  joys  are  one.” 


The  celeftial  flame  of  love, (like  ethereal  fire^is 
communicated  from  heart  to  heart ;  the  heavenly 
harmony  catches  from  tongue  to  tongue ;  every 
heart  joins  with  every  tongue,  and  glory  to  God 
and  the  Lamb,  is  the  united,  repeated  acclama¬ 
tion.  Angelic  harps  and  voices  join  the  heaven- 
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]y  concert,  fwell  the  bold  and  folemn  note,  and 
complete  the  full  muilc  of  Heaven.  Loud  Hal¬ 
lelujahs  crowd  every  fong,  and  anthems  o f  ceafe- 
lefs  praife  to  him  who  loved  us  and  gave  himjelf  for  us , 
refound  through  all  the  heavenly  palaces. 

O  my  hearers,  could  we  only  hear  fome  faint 
touches  of  this  celeftial  harmony,  fome  imperfect 
echos  of  thofe  longs  which  faints  and  angels  fing, 
how  would  it  inflame  our  defires  to  join  in  that 
bleffed  work !  BleJjed  are  they ,  0  Lord,  who  dwell  in 
thy  houfe ,  they  will  be  fill  praifing  thee.  If  fuch  arc 
the  employments  of  the  Chriftian  after  death,  fo 
noble,  fo  excellent,  furely  death  muft  be  to  him 
exceeding  gain. 

We  fhall  now  conclude  with  a  few  brief  infer¬ 
ences  from  the  fubicCt. 

i.  From  what  hath  been  faid,  we  may  fee.  how 
little  reafon  the  frncere  ChriAian  has  to  be  afraid 
of  death.  Death  is  indeed  dreadful  to  the  wick¬ 
ed.  To  them  it  is  the  king  of  terrors;  it  is  the 
end  of  all  their  joys,  and  the  beginning  of  forrows. 
No  wonder  then  if  they  recoil,  and  horror  and  a- 
mazement  feize  upon  them  at  the  approach  of  the 
grim  tyrant.  But  to  the  righteous,  this  king  of 
ten oi s,  is  transformed  into  a  meffeiiger  of  peace. 
Fie  comes  as  a  kind  angel  to  Alike  oA  his  fetters, 
unlock  the  doors  of  his  prifon,  and  condud  hint 
home  to  his  father  s  houfe.  The  day  of  his  death 
is  the  day  of  his  deliverance;  the  day  of  his  birth, 
into  a  glorious,  an  immortal  and  bleffed  life.  It 
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is  his  great  pay-day, his  rich  harvefl,  when  he  reaps 
the  fruit  of  all  his  labors,  and  is  put  into  pofleffion 
of  a  crown  which  fadeth  not  away,  a  kingdom 
which  fhall  never  have  an  end.  Why  then  O 
Chnftians!  Ihould  you  fhrink  back  at  the  thoughts 
of  death,  which  to  you  is  fuch  tinfpeakable  gain  ? 
The  ftroke  may  be  rough  which  dallies  into  pieces 
your  veffels  of  clay ;  the  valley  may  be  dark  and 
gloomy  through  which  you  muft  pafs ;  but  it  will 
foon  open  to  you  a  bright  and  glorious  profpeft, 
and  ufher  you  into  the  regions  of  light,  and  life, 
and  liberty.  Why  then  fhould  we  linger  about 
thefe  mortal  fhores,  and  dread  to  Crofs  the  cold 
ftream  which  feparatesus  from  the  promifed  land? 
We  have  had  a  view  of  the  heavenly  Canaan ;  the 
blooming  profped:  lies  before  us ;  and  fhall  we  be 
backward  to  launch  away  and  take  pofleffion  ? 

“  Sweet  fields  beyond  the  fwelling  flood. 

Stand  drefs'd  in  living  green  ; 

So  to  the  Jews  old  Canaan  flood. 

While  Jordan  roll’d  between.” 

2.  Let  the  Chrifiian  learn  patiently  to  fubmit  to 
the  will  of  God,  as  to  the  time  of  his  departure 
from  the  body. 

There  are  Chriflians  who  fometimes  appear  im¬ 
patient  of  life,  and  difcover  too  much  anxiety  to 
leave  this  mortal  ftage.  Tired  of  their  confine¬ 
ment  in  a  prifon  of  clay,  finking  under  a  load  of 
years,  and  prefled  with  various  calamities,  they 
long  for  deliverance.  Having,  as  they  apprehend. 
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ceafed  to  be  ufeful  here,  and  pointing  the  eye  of 
faith  to  that  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  gloiyft 
which  awaits  them  beyond  the  grave,  they  are  fo- 
licitous  to  quit  their  prefent  dation,  to  depart  and 
be  with  Chrift.  But  let  all  fuch  remember  how 
much  it  is  their  duty  to  fubmit  to  the  divine  dif- 
pofal,  and  with  patience  and  entire  refignation, 
wait  their  appointed  time.  God’s  time  is  the 
mod  proper  time.  He  has  wife  and  gracious  de~ 
dgns,  in  continuing  his  fervants  here  in  this  valley 
of  tears;  though  they  may  not  be  always  able  to 
comprehend  them.  The  reward  which  he  has 
promifed  is  free  and  unmerited  ;  and  the  time  of 
conferring  it  ought  to  be  wholly  fubmirted  to 
himfelf.  And  remember  for  your  confolation,  the 
period  is  not  far  didant  which  will  crown  all  your 
w'ifhes.  The  days  of  your  tribulation  will  foon 
have  an  end ;  the  conflid  cannot  lad  long.  You 
%vill  foon  red  from  your  labors,  in  the  fair  manfi- 
ons  on  high,  far  above  thofe  dorms  which  tolled 
ou  here  on  the  troubled  ocean  of  life;  where  your 
fun  fhall  no  more  go  down,  nor  your  moon  with- 
draw  its  light;  and  the  days  of  your  conflid  and 
mourning  fhall  for  ever  have  an  end. 

3.  Let. us  all  endeavor  fo  to  live,  that  to  die  may 
be  our  gain.  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous, 
and  let  my  kft  end  be  like  his,  is  the  language  of  all 
who  believe  in  a  future  retribution.  All  wiilr  to 
die  comfortably.  If  then  you  would  die  the  death 
of  the  righteous,  you  mud  live  his  life.  There  is 
nothing  more  abfurd,  more  repugnant  to  reafon 
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and  leripture,  than  for  men  to  imagine,  that  they 
may  live  all  their  days  under  the  power  and  do¬ 
minion  of  fin,  ferving  divers  lulls  and  paffions ; 
and  at  iaft  receive  the  reward  of  the  righteous. 
Shall  not  toe  judge  of  all  the  earth  do  right ,  and  dis¬ 
criminate  between  his  friends  and  his  enemies, 
between  his  loyal  fubje&s  and  difaftedled  rebels  ? 
Be  not  deceived,  my  beloved  brethren  j  God  is  not 
mocked;  whatfoever  a  man  foweth  that  Jhall  he  reap. 
It  is  the  unalterable  decree  of  the  great  eternal ;  it 
is  the  voice  of  reafon  and  revelation,  that  without 
hohnefs  no  man  Jhall  fee  the  Lord.  Let  thefe  words 
be  deeply  engraven  on  each  of  our  hearts ;  and  as 
we  delire  to  be  happy  hereafter,  let  us  confecrate 

ourfelves  to  the  fervice  of  God  vvhilll  here.  Chrift 
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came  into  the  world  not  to  fave  his  people  in  their 
lins;  but  to  fave  them  from  their  fins.  Let  us 
then,  denying  all  ungodhnefs  and  worldly  lufls,  live  fo- 
ierly ,  right  coujly ,  and  godly  in  this  prefent  world ;  look¬ 
ing  for  that  blejfed  hope,  and  the  glorious  appearing  of 
the  great  God,  and  our  Saviour  Je/us  ( Shrift ,  who  gave 
himfelffor  us,  that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  iniqui¬ 
ty  and  purify  unto  himfelf  a  peculiar  people  ’zealous  of 
2  oo  cl  works . 

Q 


The  end  OF  the  FIRST  VOLUME 
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